
May 28, 2021

Dear DISD Families,

I will be forever grateful for our DISD families, staff and students. As challenging as the last 15
months have been, I am very proud of the way we all pulled together. Despite a pandemic, shut
downs, remote learning, tropical depressions, power outages, ice storms, quarantines and
isolations, we have succeeded in starting and finishing our school year.

1. Academics Update- Research is showing that the average child will have lost 5.7 months of
learning during the pandemic. I feel we are very fortunate to always offer fact-to-face learning.
Many districts around the state and our country have operated all this year in the virtual learning
world. TEA did mandate that students take the STAAR and EOC assessments this spring. Many
disagreed with putting more pressure on our children and staff by administering the tests this
year. Although we will not have an accountability rating for the 2020-21 school year, we will
have a baseline on each child’s academic level, specifically in reading and math. Most of our
Kindergarten through 8th grade students have also taken a growth measurement test (called
MAP) three times this year in both reading and math. TEA requires more data than just the
STAAR/EOC for students to measure growth. Dayton ISD has implemented the MAP diagnostic
assessments at the beginning of the year (BOY), middle of the year (MOY) and end of the year
(EOY). I am proud of how hard our educators worked so that our students would realize growth
this year and not be a part of the ‘COVID slide’. Please understand that we are not where we
want to be academically, but we will continue to provide interventions, tutorials, and accelerated
academics throughout the summer and next school year. If you have any questions about your
child’s academics, data information, and/or scores, then please get in touch with the principal of
that campus.

2. COVID Protocols for the Summer- We are excited to start taking steps towards normalcy.
Although many of our COVID protocols will stay in place over the summer months (deep
cleaning, hand washing, hand sanitizing, misting, etc.) there are two main changes for the
summer. Ironically, before Governor Abbott lifted the mask order, we already had it on our last
Board’s agenda as a report. The first change is that masks will not be required but will be
optional for those who would like to wear them. The second change for the summer is we will be
offering remote learning for students who are quarantined and/or isolated. Since summer school
is 16 days long, we want to take advantage of every instructional day, even for those who might
be quarantined. Thank you all for your flexibility, grace and support during this pandemic. I know
that I cannot wait to get ‘back to normal’.

3. Books for Broncos- A huge ‘thank you’ to Mrs. Shanna McCracken and our Student Support
Services Department as they have partnered with a non-profit organization called Book Buddies
of East Texas. Due to their wonderful donation of 10 pallets of new (or gently used) books, all of
our Pre-K through 5th graders will get to ‘go shopping’ this week. Each student will be able to
select 3 books for the summer to keep. This organization supports literacy to districts around
East Texas with their book donations. Dayton ISD is very appreciative as this is the second time



in the last several years that they have donated books for our children. Different genres of books
were sent including: Toddler/ Board Books /PreK, Beginning Reader, Picture Books, Chapter
books, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th (or various combinations of grade levels)  and Advanced Readers.
I encourage all of our students (no matter what age) to read every day this summer. Did you
know that...

Student A Student B Student C

Reads 20 minutes a day at home Reads 5 minutes a day at home Reads 1 minute a day at home

Hears 1,800,000 words a year Hears 282,000 words a year Hears 8,000 words a year

Will have read 851 hours by 6th grade Will have read 212 hours by 6th
grade

Will have read 42 hours by 6th grade

Will likely score better than 90% of their
peers on standardized tests

Will likely score better than 50% of
their peers on standardized tests

Will likely score better than 10% of their
peers on standardized tests

4. Summer Camps- I encourage everyone to get involved with summer camps this summer.
Keeping our children’s minds and bodies developing over the next several months is imperative
for their social-emotional learning and development. There are a variety of athletic camps being
offered.  For more information, please contact Athletic Director, Jeff Nations or visit this link on
the Dayton ISD website https://dhs.daytonisd.net/8552_1. From there, please select the sport
camp you would like for your child to attend and complete the registration information. Another
great opportunity is our Camp Invention. For more information over this engaging science camp,
please contact Alicia Wood at SFA, this year's Camp Invention Director or Mrs. Shanna
McCracken at the Hayman Center @ 936-367-7370.

5. Online Registration for NEXT School Year- It is that time of year for our returning students
to register for next school year. This annual process is completely online once again. The
window will remain open through May 31. Parents will complete this task by logging in to their
Skyward Family Access account. Passwords have all been reset to a temporary password of
2122password to assist in this process. If you need to know your login info, and the “forgot
login/password” link doesn’t send you an email, contact your child’s school. They can help! You
will also need to provide proof of residency (a current utility bill) during online registration. Online
registration is required for ALL KG-12th grade students for the 2021-2022 school year.

https://dhs.daytonisd.net/8552_1


6. Graduation- We will miss our Class of 2021 graduates and wish them all the best. They are
an amazing group of young men and women! I could not be more proud of them for their
dedication, determination, and grit over these last two years. DHS graduation will be held at
Bronco Stadium on Saturday, May 29 starting at 10:00 a.m. If you have any questions, please
contact your child’s counselor or DHS office at 936-258-2510.

7. Summer Feeding- Dayton ISD is excited to offer to all children 18 years and under free
breakfast and free lunch. This summer feeding will continue for ALL students through July 1!
Our wonderful Child Nutrition department secured a grant that extends both breakfast and lunch
for ALL children under the age of 18 years old (whether enrolled or not in Dayton ISD). Students
not in summer school may either eat in or pick up via curbside on the bus entrance off Cherry
Creek on the Dr. E. R. Richter campus. Hours of operation will be 10:30 a.m. - 12:00 pm
Monday-Thursday.

I want to personally thank every parent, family, staff member and our children for your
unwavering grace and patience this school year. Although this has been a very challenging and
difficult year for everyone, I love that we have united together to always do what is best for our
children. Have a wonderful and safe summer. God bless and see you next school year!

With Bronco Pride,

Dr. Jessica Johnson


