
Select the shape for your 
grade level. Each table 
should try to have 5-6 

different shapes.





6-12 ELA VERTICAL 
ALIGNMENT

Keys to Valuable Writing 
Instruction

Starting a Conversation



Introduce yourself!

Spend the next minute or so introducing yourself (name and 
grade level) to your group. 



D-ICEBREAKERS

Roll the die, answer the question aloud and pass the die to 
the right as quickly as possible, checking off the question you 
answered. On subsequent turns, if you roll a number you’ve 
already had, you lose your turn and pass the die to the next 
person. The winner of the game is the first person to answer 
all questions. The first 3 winners will get prizes!



Objectives: 

● DISD secondary ELA instructional staff will examine 
scoring requirements of STAAR compositions.

● We will collaborate to determine commonalities in 6-12 
writing instruction and to determine strengths and 
weaknesses in writing.

● We will explore ways to teach components of writing 
through reading instruction.



Score Point 2. How does it look at all 3 grade levels?

● Examine the rubric for Score Point 2 and highlight or 
underline the language that is different. Discuss this with 
your table. 

● What does this tell us about the writing                                                    
expectations from one grade level to the                                     
next? 

● If so much is the same, what’s the                                         
difference?



Examine the 2 essay.
● Look at the scoring rubric for all 3 grade levels. Note similarities and 

differences.

● Now look at page 5 in each sample essay packet. Each of these is a score 
point 2. Take turns reading these to your group, looking at the scoring guide 
as you go.                                                                                                                                 
Are the basic components present?                                                                                                                                       
What does the composition need to warrant a higher score?                                                                                                          
What differences do you see between the 2 in a 7th grade, an English I and 

an English II paper? 



So what about a 3?
● Now examine the score point 3 essays from each packet referring to the 

rubric.                                                                                                                                                              
7th grade - pg. 7                                                                                                               
English I - pg. 7                                                                                                                     
English II - pgs. 11-14

● Highlight or underline the elements that raised these papers to 3s.
● What was missing from the 2 essays that make these essays 3s?
● Are we seeing overall patterns of strengths or weaknesses in our students’ 

papers?



We’re all in this together. Why is it important to 
integrate reading and writing?

We are all accountable for teaching our students to express themselves in written 
form. Our students have all written in previous grades and will write in the next 
grade. If you teach the grade below a tested year, then you’re preparing them for 
the next year. If you teach the grade above, then you’re remediating for those that 
didn’t get it. Writing about what they’re reading, and vice versa strengthens 
skills in BOTH areas in a stronger way than teaching reading and writing in 
isolation. Writing doesn’t have to be a shutdown of everything else to write a 5 
paragraph essay. You might devolve/deconstruct a passage you’re reading in 
class to show elements of great writing, or study what makes the author’s 
introduction so effective. Just work on a thesis statement or controlling idea, 
introduction, topic sentences, etc. Frequent small doses add up to big 
improvements!



As We Go (exit ticket)
On the back of your D-Icebreaker page, answer the following questions. Sign your 
name and grade level and leave it on the library counter as you go. 

A. What one (realistic) thing do you wish your kids would know how to do when 
they come to you?

B. What’s one thing you think you can go back and work on with your students?
C. What’s one question you have about how to improve student writing or how to 

implement it in your classroom?

THANK YOU!



If time allows, discuss between grade levels:
Talk about how your grade level balances HOW you do writing with reading. How 
do you find a balance? What works for you? What are the things you make sure 
you do when introducing something new in writing/reading?

WE DID NOT HAVE TIME FOR THIS SLIDE, AND WERE RUSHED ON THE 
READING/REVIEW OF THE SCORE POINT 3 ESSAYS.


