
FAQs (Updates Start on Question #41) 
 

1. Will health and safety training be provided for all staff and students? 

Yes, all staff members will receive COVID-19 prevention training prior to the opening of 
school.  All students will receive instruction on health protocols related to minimizing the 
spread of COVID-19. 

 

2. How are the students going to get their textbooks? 

All students will be given access to the resources needed for their classes. Some textbooks are 
digital and some are the traditional textbooks. Each campus is working on their protocols to get 
these resources to their students. Please contact your child’s principal for further information.   

  

3. How many students will be assigned to each classroom? 

At this time, the class size requirements are the same as a regular school year. The maximum 
number of students per class varies by grade level and also varies by class at the secondary 
level. Students will be spaced out to the maximum extent possible. What this looks like will 
depend on the specific classroom and the number of students who have chosen online 
instruction. We will be doing our best to social distance as much as possible.  

  

4. Will cafeterias be open and will school lunches be served? 

Cafeterias will be open to serve breakfast and lunch daily. The physical setup for the cafeteria 
and the schedule will be adjusted to reduce the number of students in the cafeteria at one 
time. Each campus cafeteria space will be evaluated to ensure social distancing. Some students 
will be eating in the cafeteria, spaced according to the recommended guidelines, and other 
students may eat in the classroom if necessary. All school meals will be served by employees, 
meaning student self-serve tables will not be used.  Safety and health measures will be adjusted 
based on current guidelines and conditions. 

  

5. Will bus transportation be provided for qualified students? 

Yes, transportation will continue to be provided for all who qualify. Parents are encouraged to 
provide their own transportation to help with minimizing the number of students on the bus. 
All bus riders (regardless of age) will be required to wear a mask. Hand sanitizers will be 
available on all buses.  

  

6. How will seating arrangements be determined on school buses? 

Ridership will remain at typical district capacity. To support safety guidelines, students will be 
assigned seats and a seating chart will be maintained by the bus driver. Dayton ISD will comply 
with all health and safety recommendations established by the Governor, the health 
department, and the Texas Education Agency (TEA). School buses will be cleaned and 
disinfected daily. Safety and health measures may be adjusted based on current guidelines and 
conditions. 



  

7. How will social distancing be promoted in cafeterias, gyms, restrooms, and other 
commons areas? 

Signage reminding students and staff about social distancing, handwashing, and infection 
prevention will be posted throughout the school. 

Elementary classrooms will be assigned specific bathrooms, breakfast, lunch, and gym access 
times to reduce the number of students in any given area as much as possible. 

Secondary students will be encouraged to follow social distancing guidelines. Transition 
protocols have been established along with varied bells and one-way stairwells.  

  

8. What precautions will be in place for athletics, fine arts, and other extracurricular 
activities? 

Safety guidelines have been developed for conducting all on-campus workouts, rehearsals, and 
practices. The district will continue to follow all guidelines provided by UIL, TEA, and the state.  

 

9. My child is enrolled in dual credit classes for Fall 2020. What should I know as a 
parent/student? 

Students taking Dual Credit courses from Lee College will be required to wear a face covering 
while in class at the Lee College Campuses. There is a high probability that these courses will be 
offered online. However, there might be some courses that will require face-to-face instruction.  

  

10. Will face-to-face students have recess or the ability to play and socialize with other 
students? 

Yes, it is our desire to have students enjoy all aspects of learning in Dayton ISD while at school 
during the face-to-face instructional model. As with all activities, social distancing, good 
hygiene, and self-health monitoring will be reinforced. Students and staff will be required to 
use hand sanitizer and wash their hands before and after recess. 

  

11. Will students in grades 7-12 be able to participate in extracurricular activities such as 
athletics, band, clubs and organization meetings? 

Yes, students who select either instructional model may participate after school. Some 
club/organizational meetings may be held virtually, as applicable. Students must have their own 
transportation to and from campus. 

  

12. What happens if a student or a teacher tests positive for COVID-19? Will the entire 
classroom have to quarantine? What if multiple classrooms and students/staff are 
impacted? Will students be able to participate in Remote Learning during the 
quarantine? 

Students or staff who test positive for COVID-19 will be sent home to recover. When 
notification of a possible exposure occurs, in coordination with local health authorities, the 
campus/district will investigate who may have had “close contact” with the student. Based on 



the results, a determination will be made as to whether an entire classroom or multiple 
classrooms are required to quarantine. In the event students are required to temporarily 
quarantine, the education of these students will continue through Remote Learning for the 
duration of the quarantine period. 

  

13. What happens if my child’s campus is temporarily closed during the school year? 

During the period of the school closure, students will remain at home and will engage in 
learning activities that are primarily delivered through Google Classroom. Live, teacher-led 
instruction and some peer collaboration may be scheduled throughout the day to expand 
students’ opportunities to engage with content and interact. Daily student participation in the 
learning activities will be required. Instructional time will also be dedicated for independent 
learning activities. A recommended schedule will be provided.  

 
14. Will computer devices or internet hotspots be made available to students who need 

them? 

The district has purchased additional devices and we will be checking out as many devices that 
we can to help support our students.  All remote students will need to have a tablet (PreK-1) or 
Chromebook/laptop (2-12). Students who do not have access to a device at home may check 
one out from the district.  Internet hotspots will be located throughout the district to also help 
support remote learning.  

  

15. How will teachers address any potential learning needs from the school closure last 
spring? 

To support all students, the district curriculum will highlight academic standards that teachers 
will consider as they plan to address the potential learning impacts resulting from the school 
closure. Teachers will use formative assessments and district adopted resources to personalize 
student learning to address areas of need. 

  

16. How will student progress be reported? 

Overall progress on learning outcomes will be communicated in a “traditional” format using 
numeric grades, rubrics, and standard based measures. Assignments and grades will be entered 
into our grading system. The expectations for coursework and guidelines for grading the face-
to-face learning and remote learning will be the same.  

  

17. Will STAAR/EOC be administered in 2020-2021? 

Yes, the Texas Education Agency has indicated that STAAR/EOC testing will still occur during the 
2020-2021 school year in compliance with state and federal legislation.  Information on delivery 
of the STAAR and EOC tests for students engaged in remote learning will be forthcoming from 
the Texas Education Agency.  

 
18. Can students change their commitment from face-to face learning to remote learning 

after the start of the school year? 



Due to the scheduling complexities inherent in these two options, parents will be asked to 
make a commitment for at least one full grading period. Once the school year begins, parents 
will need to wait until the end of each 9 weeks to transition to a different learning 
environment. Parents must notify the campus 2 weeks prior to the end of the grading period if 
there will be a change to their child’s instructional method. Please note that if a student 
switches between face-to-face learning and remote learning, then that student may not have 
the same teacher(s) or course schedule, as teachers may or may not be teaching either learning 
platforms or classes.  

  

19. How do parents commit to an instructional model of choice for their child? 

Current students’ parent will complete the Instructional Delivery Commitment Form no later 
than July 30 at 8:00 a.m. Upon enrollment, new students will be provided the opportunity to 
select their instructional model. Parents will not be able to change the instructional model after 
the deadline as per TEA guidelines.  

 
20. How will remote learning be different from the instruction provided during the school 

closure last spring? 

There will be many differences from last spring’s remote learning to this fall’s. Students who 
select remote learning will be required to virtually attend and participate in class daily. In the 
spring of last year, students’ assignments were provided at a reduced amount of instructional 
minutes as compared to a traditional school day. Remote learning this year will be a full course 
load of instruction and assignments that is comparable to what students who are receiving the 
face-to-face instructional model. Students will be required to complete all assignments. In 
addition, grading procedures will be the same for both instructional models.  Last spring’s 
assignments were mostly a review of previously taught concepts/lessons. This fall, there will be 
new concepts introduced in which students will be expected to master these skills just like in 
the traditional classroom.  Teachers delivering remote instruction will receive additional 
training and support in best practices that are effective in a remote, online environment.  
  

21. Will there be attendance requirements for remote learning students? 
Yes, the Texas Education Agency (TEA) will require daily attendance and/or participation for 
those who are remote. Students will be required to participate in online classes daily and 
traditional attendance rules will be enforced. A student will be considered absent if the student 
does not engage in the designated live-instruction and/or independent learning activities each 
day.   
  

22. Will students in remote learning have access to instructional materials, such as guided 
reading books or other classroom resources? 

Students will be provided with some instructional materials that will vary based on the grade 
level and coursework of the student. Some resources may be provided digitally. The design of 
classroom instruction will account for student’s access to specific instructional materials in the 
home. 
  



23. Will students participating in remote learning need to purchase school supplies for the 
New Year? 

Yes, families will need to purchase typical school supplies. Students who are participating in the 
remote learning will need to purchase the necessary listed supplies from the grade level supply 
list in order to complete their assignments. 
  

24. Will courses taken in remote learning be included in GPA calculations and class rank 
for high school students? 

Yes, courses taken by students participating in remote learning will be included in calculating 
GPA and class rank in accordance with EIC (Local) policy. 
 

25. For lunch, what measures will be put in place? 

Exact measures will depend on the number of students that choose face-to-face instruction but 

we are extending the cafeterias serving times to allow for increased social distancing. Also, 

cafeteria workers will be plating students’ food for them to reduce the number of touchpoints. 

  
26. Will all courses be offered in remotely for students in Grades 9 - 12? 

No, based on course requirements some specialized courses will not be available via remote 
learning.  Every attempt will be made to provide remote learning opportunities in all courses. 
However, courses that require hands on application will only be offered in a face to face setting.  
Students who are enrolled in these types of courses may have their schedule changed.   
  

27. Will meals be provided for students who select remote learning? 
Options are being explored for providing meals to eligible students who select to go 
remote.  This information will be provided as soon as possible. 
  

28. Are immunizations required for students enrolled in At-Home Learning? 
Yes, at this time the Texas Department of State Health Services has not waived the vaccine 
requirements for students. 
  

29. Will my child have virtual access to their campus nurse during the school day? 
Yes, parents and students may contact the school nurse by phone or e-mail during school 
hours. 
   

30. Will resources be available for parents to support and monitor their child’s remote 
learning? 

Yes, resources will be available for parents to learn how to support students in navigating 
learning through these digital tools. These resources will be available in August via virtual 
conferences and/or limited face-to-face trainings with our technology department staff.  
  
 
 



31. Will students identified as English Learners, Dyslexic and/or Gifted and Talented 
receive services during At-Home Learning? 

Yes, more information will be available at a later date. If you have specific questions concerning 
your child, please contact your child’s principal.  
  

32. Will students receiving services from Special Education or 504 be eligible for At-Home 
Learning? 

Yes, all students in Dayton ISD will have the opportunity to choose either instructional models. 
Each child will be addressed individually by looking at each student's IEP. The ARD committee 
will collaboratively develop a plan to implement the child's IEP. 
  

33. Will an ARD/504 meeting be required if remote learning is chosen? 
ARD and 504 meetings will be scheduled on a case by case basis. For students served in special 
education, the schedule of instructional and related services should be accurately documented 
in the ARD/IEP to reflect the supports and services the student requires for FAPE. A 
parent/guardian may request an ARD or 504 meeting at any time. 
  

34. What if my student does not currently receive 504 or special education services but I 
am concerned he/she might have a disability? 

Contact your campus to request an RTI Meeting with our Early Intervention Teams to discuss 
your concerns. 
  

35. I have chosen for my child to go remote, but he/she requires an evaluation for 504 or 
special education this school year. Will the evaluation also take place via virtual 
methods? 

If your student requires an initial or re-evaluation, the parent/guardian will be contacted to 
discuss the evaluation and determine components that can be completed virtually versus those 
components that require face-to-face interaction.  Appointments with evaluation staff will be 
scheduled at the campus to complete face-to-face components.   

36. Why is there such a short timeline to respond to the form? 
We are doing our best to plan for the fall semester. A lot of preparation goes into both online 
and face to face instruction. This information will greatly impact schedules. Our goal is to 
provide the best instructional setting for students regardless of the choices they make. 
 

37. How will online instruction impact my child’s endorsement? (high school only) 
Due to virtual instruction, there are some classes that will not be offered virtually and that can 
affect a students’ ability to complete their endorsement. However, students will still be able to 
graduate under the ‘multidisciplinary’ endorsement pathway. 
 

38. Will there be a staggered schedule for arrival and departure? 
No, the start and departure times will remain the same for all students on each campus. 
 
 



39. What will social distance look like in classrooms? 
Students will be spaced out to the extent possible. What this looks like will depend on the 
specific classroom and the number of students who have chosen online instruction. 
 

40. Will there be a strict schedule for remote learning or can my children share a 
computer?   

Yes, your children will be able to share a computer. There will be flexibility with each student’s 
schedule. However, all remote students are expected to log in daily, submit completed 
assignments, and make sufficient daily progress.  
 
UPDATED as of July 31, 2020 
 

41. Will all bus riders be required to wear a mask? Yes- for clarification, all Pre-K through 
12th grade MUST wear a mask/shield while riding the bus. However, all 4th graders and 
up must wear the masks in the school buildings.  

42. Will DISD provide meals for remote learners? Yes, The Child Nutrition Department will 
provide curbside pickup of meals for students starting on the first day of school. Meals 
will be available at the following sites Dr. E.R Richter, Kimmie E Brown and Stephen F 
Austin Elementary Schools weekly on Monday and Thursday from 9:00 am - 1:30 pm. 
Students must be in the car and must give their name or approved meal number to the 
Child Nutrition Staff to receive the meals. Students can only pick up meals from their 
school or group site. 

 Dayton High School students will pick up their meals from Dr. E.R Richter 
Elementary School. 

 Woodrow Wilson Jr. High School students will pick up their meals from Kimmie E 
Brown Elementary School. 

 Colbert and Fredda Nottingham Schools students will pick up their meals from 
Stephen F Austin Elementary School. 

43. How many days a week will remote learners be getting their meals? As indicated 
above, there will be two days in which remote learners will be able to pick up food. 
However, we will be serving all meals and they will be precooked and frozen. We will be 
sending home reheating instructions with the meals. Parents can start completing 
applications now on-line or stop by Support Services @ 702 South Cleveland Street for 
assistance. (936-257-4113) 

44. Will students who are attending face-to-face get hot meals? Yes, hot meals will be 
served for the students who are attending face-to-face. We are encouraging parents to 
pay on-line via accounts.  

45. How do I check out a Chromebook if my child is going remote? We will be offering 
parent training sessions and will have Chromebooks available for checkout at the end of 
each of those sessions. The training sessions will help both students and parents 
understand and learn the technology side of our remote learning. After the training 
session is over, then you will be able to check out a Chromebook. The link to sign up for 
the remote training is on our homepage website at the top of Bronco Bits entitled 

‘Parent Training Session for Remote Learners’. Once you click on that link, there are 



several training dates for you to choose to see what might best work for you. Please 
know that you must make a reservation, as space will be limited. This will allow us to 
safely social distance.  We have two dates for presentations in English and one date for 
a presentation in Spanish. Dayton ISD will possibly add more training dates for parents if 
these three initial sessions fill up.  

46. Will the district be providing the same accommodations for remote learners? Please 
contact your child’s counselor or administrator with specific accommodation questions.  

47. What happens if a student refuses to wear a mask? Unless it is a documented medical 
issue, then the refusal to wear a mask as per TEA, “allows local districts to send that 
student from F2F to remote learning for the safety of other students and staff 
members.”  Dayton ISD will comply with TEA’s guidance.  

48. Can you give me some tips to help me get ready for school? Absolutely, Here are just a 
few things to think about: 

 Is your child registered? This might be by either PoR (Proof of Residence) for 
current students (which was on-line only this year) or registration for new 
students that are happening on the campuses now.  If not, please fill that out by 
Friday (deadline).  

 Is your child riding the bus? We highly encourage you to drop-off and pick-up 
your child. However, if you need to use the bus transportation this year, then 
you must register your child through the transportation dept. (936-258-7993) 

 School supply lists are on each of the campuses' websites.  

 Start easing your child in a routine so that the transition back into school mode 
will be much easier on both you and your child.  

 Remember, all backpacks must be either mesh and/or clear.  
49. Will there be a Meet the Teacher night this year? Yes, but it will be virtual. More 

information will be forth coming soon.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


