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ELEMENTARY 

Grading  

The Dayton Independent School District affirms its stand on academic emphasis in the grading procedures. The actual                 

grade reflecting the student’s relative mastery of an assignment will be recorded and averaged to determine the six                  

week  grades (SB 2033).   The progress report and report card denote student progress.  

 

Grading guidelines for each grade level or course will be communicated and distributed to students and their parents                  

by the classroom teacher. These guidelines have been reviewed by each applicable curriculum department and have                

been approved by the administration. These guidelines establish the minimum number assignments required for              

each grading period. In addition, these guidelines establish how the students’ mastery of concepts and achievement                

will be communicated (i.e., letter grades, numerical averages, checklist of required skills, etc.). Grading guidelines               

also outline in what circumstances a student will be allowed a second chance at mastery on an assignment for which                    

the student originally made a failing grade. Procedures for a student to follow after an absence will also be                   

addressed.  

 

Progress Reports 

Progress reports are issued to PreKindergarten and Kindergarten students in hard copy each six-week grading period.  

 

For grades 1-5: 

● Progress reports will reflect the grade through the end of the 3rd week each six week grading period for all 

students. 

● 3rd week progress reports are issued to students.  Parent signature is required and students return the progress 

report to 1st period teacher within 1 week.  

● Skyward Family Access is available for parents/guardians to have real time access to student grades.  Contact DISD 

administration office for details.  

Report Cards 

Report cards are provided digitally and in hard copy every six weeks.  

 

Family Access 

Family Access provides access to student grades and attendance information. Refer to DISD Administration or your                

campus website for more information. 

 

Conferences 

After the first six weeks, a conference should be conducted with the parent/guardian of all elementary students. By                  

mid-February a face-to-face parent/guardian conference must be conducted for every student not meeting academic              

proficiencies and any new student who has not had a conference. A spring (April/May) conference is conducted for                  

every student not meeting academic proficiencies to review, in person with parent/guardian, the progress of the                

Student Intervention Plan. 
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Grading Guidelines 

Pre-Kindergarten –Kindergarten 

Students in pre-kindergarten, kindergarten will be evaluated using the following developmental continuum.  

 

PreKindergarten – Kindergarten 

4 ADVANCED 
Student consistently meets and often exceeds expectations with few to no errors.            
Student rarely needs teacher support to meet standard. Student independently          
works with ease and extends learning. 

3 PROFICIENT 
Student regularly meets expectations with a limited number of errors. Student           
demonstrates proficiency, occasionally needing teacher support. 

2 BASIC 
Student is beginning to meet expectations. Student still makes many errors and            
frequently needs teacher support. 

1 BELOW BASIC Student is working below grade level and needs strong instructional support. 
 

1st Grade – 5th Grade 

The following grading scale is used in grades 1-5 to assess Language Arts (writing, spelling and grammar), Reading,                  

Mathematics, Science and Social Studies: 

 

Numeric Average Letter Grade Description 
90-100 A Excellent Progress 
80-89 B Good Progress 
75-79 C Fair Progress 
70-74 D Minimal Progress 

69 and below F Failing 
 

 

Calculating Six Weeks Averages 

Weight of Grades (Grades 1-5) 

All numeric averages reported on Progress Reports and Report Cards will be determined using a percentage grading                 

system. 

 

Academic Core Areas – Language Arts (includes Writing, Spelling, Grammar), Reading, Mathematics, Science, Social              

Studies 

All graded assignments in 1st - 5th grades will be entered into one grading category, Daily Grades, which will be 

averaged for publication in Skyward Family Access and on progress reports and report cards.  

Recording Grades 

In each core academic area, teachers must record a minimum of 2 grades per week per 3 week grading period. All                     

grades will be entered into the gradebook in a 100 point scale. Grades are posted at least once a week and published                      

to parents and students through Family Access.  

 

Class Work  

Class work is any instructional activity defined/planned by the teacher to be completed during a class period to 

facilitate the learning process. There could be occasions where class work becomes homework.  
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Homework 

Homework is an effective tool in developing responsibility, study habits, and skills. It is an extension of the learning 
process and concepts that were taught in class. It should be purposeful, related to classroom experiences, and be age 
and grade appropriate. The directions for the assignment need to be clearly communicated and should be preceded by 
instruction that adequately prepares the child to do the task independently and successfully. 
 

Homework and class work provide opportunities for students to apply knowledge, skills, and processes from previous 

learning to display their understanding. Homework and class work should be considered extended learning 

opportunities for students to show mastery of concepts taught. Homework and classwork should never be assigned 

as punishment. 

 

Below are estimated times for homework assignments.  Should your child exceed these estimated times, please 

contact your child’s teacher. 

Kindergarten 15 Minutes  

Grade 1 20 Minutes  

Grade 2 20 Minutes 

Grade 3 30 Minutes  

Grade 4 40 Minutes  

Grade 5 40 Minutes  

 

Grade K– Homework Guidelines  

● Homework should be a review or reinforcement of skills already covered in the classroom. It should not be new 

information for the student.  

● Each student is expected to read, or be read to, 15 minutes each school night in addition to assigned homework.  

 

Grades 1-5 – Homework Guidelines  

● Homework should be a review or reinforcement of skills already covered in the classroom. It should not be new 

information for the student.  

● Students are expected to complete all homework assignments.  

● Each student is expected to read, or be read to, at least 20 minutes each school night in addition to assigned 

homework.  

● The total homework time should never exceed one hour.  

● If two or more teachers are working with a student, the homework should be coordinated to adhere to the 

one-hour time frame limit. 

 

Tutorials  

The purpose of a tutorial session is to provide additional instruction to assist students who have not mastered the                   

TEKS currently being taught. Tutorials also serve as an instructional reinforcement for students needing assistance. All                

DISD students are welcomed and encouraged to attend tutorial sessions; however, students who have not mastered                

the TEKS (or are currently failing) should be given priority during scheduled tutorial times.  

● Teachers must offer at least two (2) tutorial sessions per week for the purpose of providing assistance to students.                   

This includes students who are not mastering the state-mandated TEKS.  

● Day and time of scheduled tutorials will be set by each campus. Some campuses may also have mandatory                  

tutorials within the school day.  

● Parents of elementary students will be notified and records maintained by teachers that a student attended the                 

required tutorial instruction. The teacher will keep a log of students attending tutorials. 

● Teachers must be available to students during scheduled tutorial time.  
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Late Work Policy 

Assignments must be completed and turned in on the assigned date in order to receive full credit unless the student                    

has been absent (see makeup work for more information). Late work will be accepted up to 5 days after the due date                      

with a penalty of 10 points per day, up to 30 points. Elementary students may turn in work up to 5 days after the due                         

date for a grade of 70.  

 

Make-Up Work 

Students are expected to make up work missed while they were absent. Immediately upon returning to school, the                  

student and/or parent/guardian must contact teachers concerning arrangements for making up work. If a student will                

be absent for multiple days, the parent/guardian may request makeup work through the appropriate office               

designated by the campus. 

  

The following is offered as a timeline for makeup work: 

1 day absence - 1 day after return to school  

2 day absence - 2 days after return to school 

3 day absence - 3 days after return to school  

4 day absence - 4 days after return to school  

5 day absence - 5 days after return to school 

 

Suspension 

Students will be permitted to make up assignments missed due to suspension and will receive the grade earned on                   

the makeup work if the work is completed. Once a student has returned from suspension he/she will have an equal                    

number of days to turn in makeup work. For example: If a student is suspended for three days they will be allowed 3                       

additional days to makeup the work.  

 

Reteaching and Reassessment  

The intent of Dayton Independent School District’s re-teaching/ reassessment policy is to ensure that students have                

an opportunity to master the District’s curricular objectives. Re-teaching in the District may be integrated into lessons                 

during guided practice and may be a part of the explanation phase when checking for understanding is done. The                   

teacher will determine when re-teaching should be scheduled.  

 

After re-teaching, teachers may use a variety of reassessment techniques to determine mastery. These techniques               

may include oral questioning, observation, retesting, demonstration, an additional assignment, or an alternative for              

mastery of the assignment. When reassessment is used to determine mastery, the higher of the two grades shall be                   

recorded in the gradebook; however, no grade higher than a 70 shall be recorded for the reassessment. Example: If                   

the original assessment grade is a 45 out of 100, and the reassessment grade is 95 out of 100, a grade of 70 would be                         

recorded. If the first assessment and the reassessment are both below 70, the higher of the two grades will be                    

recorded. 

 

A district may allow a student a reasonable opportunity to make up or redo a class assignment or examination for                    

which the student received a failing grade. (Section 28.0216, (3) Texas Education Code). Dayton ISD defines                

“reasonable” as 5 school days for elementary students. 
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Academic Dishonesty  

Academic dishonesty includes giving or receiving information or help on a test, unauthorized communication,              

possession of any unauthorized material during a test, copying another student's assignment or knowingly allowing               

another unauthorized student to copy from his/her assignment, submitting duplicate work, or having someone else               

complete an assignment on behalf of the student. The determination that a student has engaged in academic                 

dishonesty shall be based on the judgment of the classroom teacher or other supervising professional employee,                

taking into consideration written materials, observation, or information from students. Students found to have              

engaged in academic dishonesty shall be subject to disciplinary penalties as well as academic penalties that may                 

include no opportunity to retest or complete an alternate assignment. 

 

Comprehensive Performance and Conduct: 

The comprehensive performance and conduct of students in 1st through 5th grade will be assessed for physical                 

education, music, and art using the following scale: 

E Excellent 
S Satisfactory 
N Needs Improvement 
U Unsatisfactory 

 

Conduct grades are based on the student’s compliance with the Dayton ISD Discipline Plan and the rules of the                   

campus and classrooms. Participation plays an important part in computing E, S, N, and U grades.  

 

Grade Placement 

The school district has established policies on promotion, retention, and placement of students. Any student, in                

kindergarten through grade five, who does not meet academic proficiencies at the end of the academic school year                  

may be referred to the Grade Placement Committee (GPC.) The decision to promote, retain, or place students with                  

disabilities will be the responsibility of the ARD committee. 

A student may be promoted only on the basis of academic achievement or demonstrated proficiency of the subject                  

matter of the course or grade level (Section 28.021, (a) Texas Education Code). 

 

Kindergarten 

The expectations for a kindergarten student to be successful in first grade include: Kindergarten – Text level reading –                   

DRA 4 (C). A student in kindergarten whose literacy level and/or math level is sufficient for success in first grade is                     

promoted to first grade. A student in kindergarten whose literacy and/or math level is not sufficient for success in first                    

grade should have his/her progress reviewed by the campus Grade Placement Committee, with decision for               

placement or retention based on developmental readiness and academic skills. 
 

First  Grade through Fifth Grade 

A student is promoted when: 

● the final grade for English Language Arts & Reading (ELAR) is 70 or above  AND 

● the final grade for mathematics is 70 or above AND 

● the final grade average for language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies is 70 or above  

● the student passes the reading portion and the mathematics portion of the STAAR (fifth grade) 
A student who does not meet the above promotion criteria will be referred to the campus Grade Placement                  

Committee (GPC). 

As soon as practical, the parent or guardian of each student who has not successfully completed a subject or course                    

shall be notified by the District of any summer program available in the District that may permit the student to                    

complete the failed course successfully. 
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Transfer Grades 

Students new to the District or who enroll in a school after the start of a grading period shall be treated fairly in 

awarding grades. Grades shall be computed using a combination of grades from the former school and grades earned 

for the time the student has been enrolled in the new school to determine the course grades and award of credit. 
 

Special Education Students 

Students with disabilities will receive grades consistent with the district grading policies that apply to students                

without disabilities unless otherwise stated in the student’s Individual Education Plan (IEP). Any necessary              

accommodations or modifications to the grading policy are determined on an individual basis by the Admission,                

Review and Dismissal Committee (ARD) and become part of the student’s IEP. The location in which a student                  

receives services has no bearing on the types of grades he or she receives. 

 

Limited English Proficiency Students 

The decision to promote, retain, or place LEP students will be the responsibility of the Grade Placement Committee                  

after consulting with a member of the LPAC committee. 
 

Appeals to Grade Placement 

The parents of retained/ placed students can request information from the school counselor regarding the appeals 

process. 
 

For students in grades K, 1, and 2, alternate strategies will be used to develop good study habits and task completion.                     

Developmental levels will be considered in the strategies used. They may include but are not limited to:                 

rewards/praise for on-task behaviors and task completion, parent conference, denial of free time, and individual               

study plans. The weekly take home folders provide a meaningful way for parents to assist and reinforce this process. 

 

 

Appeals Procedure for Loss of Credit 

A student shall be given credit for a class only if the student has been in attendance 90% of the days class is offered,                        

unless an attendance committee gives the student credit because there were extenuating circumstances for the               

absences. 

 

Elementary parents or guardians may appeal the loss of credit for failure to be in attendance for the required number                    

of days only if the student otherwise qualifies for promotion. The appeal must be made in writing within fourteen                   

calendar days of the end of the school year. 

 

Grade Acceleration 

The District shall accelerate a student in grades 1-5 one grade level if the student meets the following requirements: 

● The student scores 90% or above on a criterion-referenced test for the grade level to be skipped in each of the                     

following areas: language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies; 

● A District representative recommends that the student be accelerated; and 

● The student’s parent or guardian gives written approval of the acceleration. 
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SECONDARY  
Grading  

The Dayton Independent School District affirms its stand on academic emphasis in the grading procedures. The actual                 

grade reflecting the student’s relative mastery of an assignment will be recorded and averaged to determine the six                  

weeks grades (SB 2033).   The progress report and report card denote student progress.  

 

These guidelines have been reviewed by each applicable curriculum department and have been approved by the                

administration. These guidelines establish the minimum number of assignments, projects, and examinations required             

for each grading period. In addition, these guidelines establish how the student’s mastery of concepts and                

achievement will be communicated (i.e., letter grades, numerical averages, checklist of required skills, etc.). Grading               

guidelines also outline in what circumstances a student will be allowed a second chance at mastery on an assignment                   

or examination for which the student originally made a failing grade. Procedures for a student to follow after an                   

absence will also be addressed. 

 

Progress Reports 

Progress reports will reflect the grade through the end of the 3rd week of the six week grading period for all students. 

● 3rd week progress reports are issued to students.  Parent signature is required and students return the progress 

report to 1st period teacher within 1 week.  

● Skyward Family Access is available for parents/guardians to have real time access to student grades.  Contact DISD 

administration office for details.  

 

Report Cards 

DISD issues report cards to students on a six week reporting timeline.  

 

Family Access 

Family Access provides access to student grades and attendance information. Refer to DISD administration or your                

campus website for more information. 

 

Conferences 

Parents are encouraged to contact the office to schedule an appointment for a teacher conference.  

 

Grading Guidelines 

● All grades are an assessment of an academic skill, concept or performance. 

● All grades will be entered into the gradebook in a 100 point scale.  

● Major or summative assessments are defined as tests, projects, presentations, lab reports, etc. 

● Minor or formative assessments are defined as daily grades which include homework, class work, quizzes, journal                

writing, etc. 

● Teachers must record a minimum of 2 grades per week with at least 1 test/major grade per 3 week grading period                     

and a minimum of 3 tests/major grades per six week grading period.  

● No grade will be counted more than once. However, some projects, presentations, essays, etc. may include                

multiple components which may be graded individually. 

● Grades are posted at least once a week and published to parents and students through Family Access. 
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6th - 8th Grade 

Daily, homework and other formative assessment grades will count for 60% of the grade. All major or summative                  

assessments will count for 40% of the grade. *Courses taken for high school credit will follow the high school                   

weighting of grade categories as described below. 

 

High School 

Daily, homework and other formative assessment grades will count for 40% of the grade. All major or summative                  

assessments will count for 60% of the grade.  

* The Career Preparation/Work Co-Op course at DHS will follow a different weighting of tasks based on the unique                   

needs of the cooperative relationship between DHS and student employers.  

 

Grading Scale 

Grades are calculated on a 100 point scale.  The average of any six week grading period cannot be higher than 100. 

Report cards will not report a grade higher than 100. 

Numeric Average Letter Grade Description 
90-100 A Excellent Progress 
80-89 B Good Progress 
75-79 C Fair Progress 
70-74 D Minimal Progress 

69 and below F Failing 
 
 
Homework 

Homework is an effective tool in developing responsibility, study habits, and skills. It is an extension of the learning 

process and concepts that were taught in class, or a preview of content to be taught. It should be purposeful, related 

to classroom experiences, and be age and grade appropriate. The directions for the assignment need to be clearly 

communicated and should be preceded by instruction that adequately prepares the child to do the task 

independently and successfully. 

 

Homework and class work provide opportunities for students to apply knowledge, skills, and processes from previous 

learning to display their understanding. Homework and class work should be considered extended learning 

opportunities for students to show mastery of concepts taught. Homework and classwork should never be assigned 

as punishment. 

 

Tutorials 

Secondary teachers provide tutorials a minimum of two days per week. These sessions are for all students including                  

those whose grades have fallen below 70%, those who need extra help mastering concepts, or those who need to                   

make up work missed due to absences. Please visit your student’s campus website or contact the campus office for                   

additional information regarding tutorials. 

 

Late Work Policy 

Secondary students are expected to submit all assignments, including electronic assignments, by the date and time 

established by the classroom teacher.  Students are given 3 class days after the established due date to turn in 

late/missing work or alternate assignments in all classes. Students will receive a maximum of 70% of the original grade 

for assignments that are received up to 3 class days after the established due date. Teachers have the option of 

assigning an alternate assignment rather than the original assignment that was given.  

*DHS Late Work Policy Exceptions: Students enrolled in the DHS Advanced Academic courses will be allowed                

1 day past the established due date to submit late/missing work or alternate assignments for a maximum of 70% of                    
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the original grade. Students enrolled in Dual Credit Courses (high school credit and college credit) will be allowed 1                   

day past the established due date to submit late and missing assignments for the Dayton High School portion of their                    

grade. Acceptance of late work for the College Credit portion of the grade will be determined by the policies of the                     

college that is granting credit. 

 

Make Up Work from Absences 

Students are expected to make up work missed while they were absent. It is the student’s responsibility to inquire                   

about, complete, and submit all required assignments. Immediately upon returning to school, the student must               

contact teachers concerning arrangements for making up work. Students assigned Out of School Suspension will               

follow the same policy for make-up work as absences. School related absences are given the same amount of time to                    

complete makeup work as non-school related absences. Students absent from class due to school sponsored               

activities, however, are encouraged to confer with their classroom teachers prior to the planned absence. 

 On-level classes 

1 day absence = 3 days to make up assignments 

2 days absence = 3 days to make up assignments  

3 days absence = 4 days to make up assignments 

4 days absence = 5 days to make up assignments 

 

Advanced Academic courses (DHS)  

*DHS Advanced Academic courses require quicker completion of make-up work from extended absences.  

1 day absence = 1 day to make up assignments 

2 days absence = 2 days to make up assignments 

3 days absence = 3 days to make up assignments 

4 days absence = 4 days to make up assignments 

 
Grading Group Projects 

Rubrics or clearly defined and described criteria must be established and communicated for each student in the group. 

90% to 100% of a student's grade will be determined by the student's performance in meeting assigned criteria.  A 

group grade, given to all students for the performance of the group overall, is to count no more than 10% of an 

individual student's grade on a group assignment. 

 

Reteaching and Reassessment  

The intent of Dayton Independent School District’s re-teaching reassessment policy is to ensure that students have an                 

opportunity to master the District’s curricular objectives. Re-teaching in the District may be integrated into lessons                

during guided practice and may be a part of the explanation phase when checking for understanding is done. The                   

teacher will determine when re-teaching should be scheduled. After re-teaching, teachers may use a variety of                

reassessment techniques to determine mastery. These techniques may include oral questioning, observation,            

retesting, demonstration, an additional assignment, or an alternative for mastery of the assignment. When retesting               

is used to determine mastery, the higher of the two grades shall be recorded in the gradebook; however, no grade                    

higher than a 70 shall be recorded for the retest. Example: If the reassessment grade is 95 out of 100, a grade of 70                        

would be recorded. If the first assessment and the reassessment are both below 70, the higher of the two grades will                     

be recorded. 

 

A district may allow a student a reasonable opportunity to make up or redo a class assignment or examination for                    

which the student received a failing grade. (Section 28.0216, (3) Texas Education Code). Dayton ISD defines                

“reasonable” for secondary students as 3 school days after notification of failure from the teacher, except in DHS                  

Advanced Academic courses which will allow 1 day after notification of failure.  
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Extra Credit 
If extra credit is offered, it must be offered to all students in the class.  Extra credit is to count no more than 5% of a 

student's grade in a six-weeks grading period. 

 

Academic Dishonesty  

Academic dishonesty includes giving or receiving information or help on a test, unauthorized communication,              

possession of any unauthorized material during a test, copying another student's assignment or knowingly allowing               

another unauthorized student to copy from his/her assignment, submitting duplicate work, or having someone else               

complete an assignment on behalf of the student. The determination that a student has engaged in academic                 

dishonesty shall be based on the judgment of the classroom teacher or other supervising professional employee,                

taking into consideration written materials, observation, or information from students. Students found to have              

engaged in academic dishonesty shall be subject to disciplinary penalties as well as academic penalties that may                 

include no opportunity to retest or complete an alternate assignment. 

 

6th - 8th Grade Semester Grade Calculation 

The average of the three six-week terms is 90% of the semester grade and the semester exam is 10% of the semester 

grade.  

 

High School Semester Grade Calculation 

The average of the three six-week terms is 84% of the semester grade and the semester exam is 16% of the semester 

grade. Final grade calculations for 2 semester courses are determined by averaging the 1st and 2nd semester grades.  

 

Semester and Final Exams 

At the conclusion of each semester students will take a semester or final exam.  The semester/final exams are meant 

to be comprehensive in nature.  Final exams may be given early with administrator’s approval. 

 

Semester Exam Exemption Policy: Dayton High School ONLY *see policy limitations on following page 

DHS allows students who meet the following criteria to exempt semester exams:  

● An overall (all current class averages combined) grade average of 85 through the 3rd week of the third six- week 

grading period of the current semester 

● Passing all classes for the semester 

● No unexcused absences for the semester 

● No more than three excused absences in any class for the current semester 

● No more than six tardies for the semester 

● No assignments to ISS or DAEP for the year 

● Not suspended or expelled for the year 

● No more than one Saturday School assignment for the semester 

 

Transfer students who enter school after five days from the first day of instruction in the semester must provide 

information from their previous school to be considered for exemptions. It is the responsibility of the student to 

contact the previous school and provide proof. 

 

Limitations to the DHS Exemption Policy 

Students may not exempt classes in the fall semester that have a requirement of an End of Course exam.  In the spring 

semester, students are exempted from semester exams in courses in which End of Course/STAAR exams are taken. 

Students may not exempt exams in the spring semester which were exempted in the fall semester. 

● Seniors may exempt up to 4 classes in the fall semester and all courses in the spring semester. 
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● Juniors may exempt up to 3 classes 

● Sophomores may exempt up to 2 classes  

● Freshman may exempt 1 class. 

 
 
Grade Point Average: DHS uses a 5.0 weighted scale.  An example of the scale is below.  

  
Grade Advanced Regular Basic 

100 6.00 5.00 4.00 

99 5.90 4.90 3.90 

98 5.80 4.80 3.80 

97 5.70 4.70 3.70 

96 5.60 4.60 3.60 

95 5.50 4.50 3.50 

94 5.40 4.40 3.40 

93 5.30 4.30 3.30 

92 5.20 4.20 3.20 

91 5.10 4.10 3.10 

90 5.00 4.00 3.00 

89 4.90 3.90 2.90 

88 4.80 3.80 2.80 

87 4.70 3.70 2.70 

86 4.60 3.60 2.60 

85 4.50 3.50 2.50 

84 4.40 3.40 2.40 

 
Conduct Grades 
 

E = Excellent 
The student displays an excellent attitude, excellent work habits and overall conduct, is 
cooperative, and consistently observes school rules and regulations 

S = Satisfactory 
The student displays a good attitude, good work habits and overall conduct, is 
cooperative, and generally observes school rules and regulations. 

N = Needs 
Improvement 

The student displays a fair attitude, needs improvement in work habits and overall 
conduct, is at times uncooperative, at times disrupts class, or does not observe school 
rules and regulations. 
*Referrals to the office may have been given. Parent contact is required. 

U = Unsatisfactory 
The student displays a poor attitude and is consistently uncooperative. The student 
disrupts class and shows little respect for school and classroom rules and regulations 
*Referrals to the office HAVE been given. Parent contact is required. 

 
Conduct grades are based on the student’s compliance with the Dayton ISD Discipline Plan and the rules of the campus                    

and classrooms. Participation plays an important part in computing E, S, N, and U grades.  
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Academic Credit (High School) 

A student receives credit for any semester with a 70 or above average. In a course that has a fall and spring semester                       

requirement, a student receives credit for both semesters if the average of the two semesters equals 70 or greater. 

 

 

Promotion and Retention (6th -8th grade) 

In Middle School, students must attain an average of 70% or higher in three of the four following subjects:                   

Reading/Language Arts (RELA), Math, Science, and Social Studies. 

 

In addition to the above requirements all eighth grade students must pass the 8th Grade Reading and Math STAAR                   

tests to be promoted to grade 9. An eighth grade student who does not meet all criteria may be retained in eighth                      

grade or placed in ninth grade by a campus Grade Placement Committee. 

 
As soon as practical, the parent or guardian of each student who has not successfully completed a subject or course                    

shall be notified by the District of any summer program available in the District that may permit the student to                    

complete the failed course successfully. 

 

Grade Placement  

The school district has established policies on promotion, retention, and placement of students. Any student, in 6th                 

through 8th grade, who does not meet academic proficiencies at the end of the academic school year may be referred                    

to the Grade Placement Committee (GPC.) The decision to promote, retain, or place students with disabilities will be                  

the responsibility of the ARD committee.  

 

A student may be promoted only on the basis of academic achievement or demonstrated proficiency of the subject                  

matter of the course or grade level (Section 28.021, (a) Texas Education Code). 

 
Credit by Examination (Please refer to the Dayton ISD Handbook) 
 

Transfer Grades 

Students new to the District or who enroll in a school after the start of a grading period shall be treated fairly in 

awarding grades. Grades shall be computed using a combination of grades from the former school and grades earned 

for the time the student has been enrolled in the new school to determine the course grades and award of credit. 

 

Grade Equivalent and Conversion Scale for New Students entering DISD 

Grades from other schools will be converted to Dayton Independent School District grading scale as stated in the                  

following policy. The Texas State Scale will be used when letter grades are given. 

 
Numeric Average Letter Grade 

90-100 A 
80-89 B 
75-79 C 
70-74 D 

69 and below F 
 
 
 
 

13 
 



Numerical grades and award of credit will be accepted from other districts as they are printed on the official transcript                    

of the sending district. A student who transfers to Dayton Independent School District with numerical grades that are                  

not passing in the sending school does not receive credit or grade points in Dayton ISD schools for those courses. 

If transfer grades from other schools are reported in letter grades or percentages, Dayton ISD schools will honor the                   

conversion scale of the sending school if it is printed on the official transcript of the student or provided in writing from                      

an official of the sending school. 

If transfer grades from other schools are reported in letter grades or percentages and no conversion scale is provided                   

from the sending school, grades will be converted to the State and Dayton ISD grade conversion scale as follows: 

 
Letter Grade: Numerical Grade: 

A+ 99 
A 95 
A- 92 
B+ 88 
B 85 
B- 81 
C+ 79 
C 77 
C- 75 
D+ 74 
D 73 
D- 71 
F 69 and below 

 
If a student transfers from a school out of the country and the transcript reflects a grading scale different from the                     

circumstances stated above, every effort will be made to convert the grades as closely as possible to Dayton ISD’s                   

grading scale. 

 

Special Education Students 

Students with disabilities will receive grades consistent with the district grading policies that apply to students                

without disabilities unless otherwise stated in the student’s Individual Education Plan (IEP). Any necessary              

accommodations or modifications to the grading policy are determined on an individual basis by the Admission,                

Review and Dismissal Committee (ARD) and become part of the student’s IEP. The location in which a student                  

receives services has no bearing on the types of grades he or she receives. 

 

Limited English Proficiency Students 

The decision to promote, retain, or place LEP students will be the responsibility of the Grade Placement Committee                  

after consulting with a member of the LPAC Committee (ONLY available for grades 6-8). 
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