
Dear DISD Families, 

 

“As of Today” has been my motto for the last several months. Last night at the Special Board 

meeting, I gave the Trustees several options to consider. Our administrative team diligently 

monitors all of the changes that continually are being made from the CDC, TEA, UIL, etc. The 

Board approved the change of the school calendar to push back the start date for students to 

August 20 instead of the August 13 original date. There were a lot of careful considerations and 

discussions in last night’s meeting. Some of the rationale to push back the start of school 

Included: 

● This gives the district more time to support our parents with additional technology 

training. We are offering parent training sessions to discuss the programs that will be 

used for Remote Learning this fall. These sessions will focus on how to connect a 

Chromebook to a Wi-Fi connection, how students should log in, and where to find 

instructional materials, including online resources and assignments. This will be a 

hands-on session for parents who have selected online/remote instruction on the 

Instructional Delivery Commitment Form. Space is limited and you MUST sign up for 

these sessions. We had our first parent technology training session this past Monday 

evening. Our next session is Friday, August 7, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. @ the Performing Art 

Center (PAC). Friday’s session is already FULL. We are offering a Spanish version of 

the training on Monday, August 10, 2020 @ the PAC starting at 6:00 p.m.  Other 

sessions are: Wednesday, August 12, 2020 @ 2:00 p.m. and Thursday, August 13, 2020 

@ 6:00 p.m. at the Performing Arts Center (PAC).  We will also be posting this training 

on our website for any parent that needs this technology training via remote (or virtual).  

● This also allows DISD to pass out Chromebooks to those who have selected to go 

remote and need a device. These devices will be checked out to the parent after each of 

the parent technology training sessions. If you need further information, please contact 

our Technology Department @ 936-258-2667.  

● Teachers will be given five additional days to get their rosters, classrooms, and quality 

lesson plans ready for both Face-to-Face (F2F) and remote learners. Our expectation is 

to push out very high quality and engaging lessons to help increase the students’ 

academic skills. 

● Another big consideration that was discussed was focused on keeping our students and 

staff members safe. As our guidance continues to change, these five extra days will 

allow our staff members to get additional training on safety protocols.  

● Many of the supplies have been backordered and these extra days will assist in allowing 

for those additional safety supplies to come in.  

● By changing and tweaking the original calendar, this gives students, staff, and parents at 

least one break monthly during the school year. We believe this will allow for all 

stakeholders to ‘recharge’ each month during these challenging times.  

 

There are several calendar changes that I would like to point out.  

● The five days that we are frontloading will be teacher professional development (PD) 

days. These days were in the original calendar, but were spread throughout the school 

year.  



● Due to TVE modifying their event because of COVID-19, the original week off in October 

has been modified to allow monthly breaks for all stakeholders. “TVE is deeply 

saddened to cancel the 2020 Trinity Valley Exposition Rodeo and Carnival. This is only 

the fourth time in 112 years – the first time since World War II – that the event has been 

canceled. TVE however, is proceeding with a modified market livestock show and 

auction to benefit the youth of Liberty and Chambers counties. Knowing these youths 

have been working on their projects for months, these events will go on while also 

abiding by the state and local procedures that are in place at the time of the show.” (TVE 

Board President, Gary Lott as reported by Bluebonnet News July, 2020) These new 

holidays will include:  

○ Oct 16 & Oct. 19 (long weekend in October) 

○ January 5, 2021 (additional Christmas break holiday) 

○ February 12 & 15 (Presidents’ Day weekend) 

● This new calendar does NOT add any additional instructional days for students or 

contracted days to teachers’ calendar.  

 

Our goals this year are to focus on (1) technology training and mastery of these skills for our 

students and staff, (2) increase every child’s academic progress, and (3) the social emotional 

wellness of our students and staff.  The beginning of the school year is one of my favorite times. 

This year I resolve to find the opportunities hidden in the challenges and to embrace the endless 

positive possibilities and I know our staff, our students, and our parents will do the same. Thank 

you once again for your understanding, support, flexibility, and patience. If we can help or 

support you in any way, please feel free to contact your child’s principal, counselor, or me.  

 

 

With Bronco Pride, 

Dr. Jessica Johnson 


