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BOARD BRIEFS 

NOVEMBER 17, 2015 

 

The Board of Trustees of the Dayton Independent School District met in regular session at 7:00 p.m. on November 17, 

2015 in the Board Room of the Will O. Moore, Jr. Administration Building located at 100 Cherry Creek Road in Dayton, 

Texas.  Mr. Wadzeck called the meeting to order.  Mr. Jim Smesny led in the Pledge of Allegiance and Mr. Bob Pickle       

offered the invocation. 

CELEBRATIONS 

Stacey Gatlin presented highlights of the district’s events/activities and these included: 

 
A. Congratulations to our Bronco Football team and coaches for making the playoffs 20 consecutive years.  
B. Leia Miller and DHS organized/hosted a Career Family Night. It was a huge success with over 425 students 

attended. 
C. Senior Mock Interviews were conducted and all went great. Thanks to the interviewers: Lena Yepez, Lee College, 

Joann Baker, Sam's Club Distribution Center, Mary Ellen Conner, DISD, Abigail Cumbie, DISD, Ana Maria 
Beltrami, DISD, Dani Nations, DHS, Pam Huggins, DHS, Paci Cantu, DHS, and Laura Ressler, DHS.  

D. MRJROTC, Bronco Band, and DHS Varsity Choir all helped in honoring the Veterans at the Community Center 
this past Wednesday. We also had some Boy Scouts who assisted in the program. Great job guys and ladies! 

E. Nottingham students and campus are reading the book Wonder. The comments from students, staff and parents 
have been positive and we appreciate the leadership at Nottingham (Ms. Bendele) and a big thanks to Librarian 
Paula Fielder. 

F. Nottingham’s Thriller Program was amazing! Thanks to all of the staff that helped with this event, especially Ms. 
Waddell and Ms. Newman! It was standing room only and the kids worked very hard to put on a great production! 

G. KMB’s G/T students are doing their own book study with The Traveler’s Gift. They have learned a lot about 
history, famous people and are researching/writing about each of the individuals in the book. Way to go KMB! 

H. Dr. Luke Chachere and Dr. Lucas Chachere donated several copies of Dr. Seuss’ book What Pet Should I Get?  
(This is one of the seven books that the School Board will be reading this year in their Bronco Book Club.) 

I. Congratulations to Estela Pina as a state qualifier and represented DISD at the State Cross-Country Meet. We 
are proud of you.  

J. DHS Administrators represented DISD in a positive way at the Fall TASSP Conference. They presented at one of 
the sessions to a packed room. Way to go DHS! 

K. Congratulations to Shelby Cooper. She was awarded 3rd place with her art work at the Renaissance Festival.  
L. DHS’ TAFE Club toured Texas A&M University and had a great time. This event falls under our No Excuses 

University initiative. 
M. Richter is doing their part in the writing initiative in the Everyone Writes Holiday and using the Empowering 

Writers program. (I wonder who will become best-selling authors in the future.) Thanks Richter staff for 
challenging and encouraging our students to read and write every day. 

N. Congratulations to DHS Debate team with their last several tournaments as they have brought home awards! 
Way to go! 

O. Hats off to the Child Nutrition Department and to the district folks who helped serve. They served an amazing 
1,463 additional turkey lunches last week. (148- Colbert, 488-SFA, 408-Richter, and 419- KMB) 

P. This and That Stats/Facts Around the District: 
a. Richter Math scores have soared from the first round of assessments (51%) to the second round (82%)! 
b. Richter’s Butter Braid Fund Raiser was a HUGE success with a profit of $14,707! 
c. KMB is working with Tri-County to assist with small group instruction. 
d. DHS’ Football members are meeting with some of Nottingham’s male students. 
e. 330 sophomores and 100 juniors took the PSAT. 
f. 72 Students and 400 parents/visitors attended and participated in Colbert’s Math and Literacy Family 

Night. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

There were no communications from the public.       

  

ITEMS FOR BOARD ACTION 

A.  Approved the Consent Agenda of the Minutes and Disbursements from October 20, 2015 regular meeting.  
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B.  Approved the schematic design for the conversion of Stephen F. Austin into a Support Facility. Dr. Johnson thanked all 

of the folks who have worked together on this project including the Child Nutrition Dept., Transportation Dept., 

Maintenance Dept., Custodial Dept., and Technology Dept.  

 

C.  Approved the change order no. 1 for Woodrow Wilson Junior High phase II. This included the new corridor at the 

classroom and gym buildings at WWJH.  

 

D.  Approved 834 votes for Larry Wadzeck and 156 votes for Mr. Bob Edwards to be elected to the Liberty County 

Appraisal District Board of Directors for the 2016-2017 term. 

E.  Approved the Fiscal Year 2014-2015 Audit Report. Mr. Rayford Smith gave the audit report. The Board and Dr. 

Johnson thanked Tami Pierce and her department for another good audit report.  

F.  Approved a resolution concerning appointment of the Texas Commissioner of Education. This is a resolution that many 

Superintendents and districts are passing to encourage Gov. Abbott to seek a new Commissioner that comes from an 

Educational (and Texas) background. 

G.  Approved PBMAS targeted improvement plan. Jenny Gunter presented to the Board the plan that the district will 

implement to improve in the areas of Special Education and Bilingual/ESL. This process was planned and designed with 

all administrators (both campus and district level) along with Student Support Services.  

H.  Approved the purchase over $10,000 for Technology. On Nov. 5, DISD was notified that our application for the 

requested network upgrade had been approved for the amount of $435, 395.96. This requires DISD to match 20% of this 

grant for a total of $108,848.99. This will allow us to provide network components that will meet the new recommendations 

for WAN speed. It also includes about 80 network switches 26 UPS devices, 175 wireless access points and additional 

licenses for the existing LAN software, cabling and connectors along with the installation costs.  

  

ITEMS FOR BOARD INFORMATION: *(Items for information may become action items.) 

Superintendent's Report 

 Dayton ISD and the City of Dayton Fiber Optic Cable Project – Nathan Davis reported a project that the City of 
Dayton and DISD are partnering up to be more effective and efficient in upgrading our fiber optic cabling system.  

 Bilingual/ESL Program Evaluation – Abigail Cumbie gave the Trustees the TEA required annual update over the 
programs. 

 Dayton ISD Calendar Update – Michael Dyer, Abigail Cumbie, and Allen Painter have been working on the new 
law (HB 2610) and how it will impact our school calendar. Abbie presented the calendar update to the Board. The 
biggest consideration is the state law now requires students to receive 75,600 minutes of instruction a year 
instead to the required number of instructional days (180). This new law allows districts to tweak their calendars to 
fit their district’s needs. This team has been working with other Region 4 calendar folks to get various ideas and 
more flexibility in their calendars. They have one more meeting (Dec.1) and then will be coming back to the DEIC 
members and eventually to all stakeholders for their input. One interesting point that this new law will allow is for 
DISD to consider ‘front-end’ loading teachers this August to give all of the construction projects time to finalize 
and staff to adequately move in.  

 Bond Update – Dr. Johnson presented her monthly report on the bond. Her main focus is the auditorium interior 
design/colors and the selection of furniture vendor. Once a vendor has been selected, she will be getting with 
some teachers for their input. She also talked about the updating of current classrooms at WWJH. She is hoping 
to start that process soon and not wait until the summer months. Dr. Johnson also discussed on-going and 
expected upcoming design and/or transition meetings. 

 

Associate Superintendent Pierce's Report 

 Quarterly Investment Report 

 Financial Statements were covered. 

 Check Register from Activity Funds were discussed. 

 Tax Collector's Report was given to the Board. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION *(Items discussed may become action items in open session.) 

The Board went into Executive Session at 8:59  p.m. to discuss the following items: 

551.074 – Personnel 
551.072 – Property 
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551.074- Personnel – Athletic Director Position 
The Board returned to open session at 11:14 p.m. 

 

ITEMS FOR BOARD ACTION 

A. Approved the personnel as recommended. Jamie May- 1st grade SFA, Vanessa Reitmeyer – 3rd grade reading/LA/SS 
ERR, Tera Peters- 4th grade math KMB, Frances David- SpEd teacher DHS, Taylor Thompson- 9th grade SS, DHS! (Ms. 
Thompson will be taking Ms. Susan Oubre’s position as she will become the new SS Instructional Coach- Congratulations 
Susan!) Welcome aboard everyone! 
 
B. Approved the personnel resignation as recommended.    
 
C. Approved to submit to SBEC- according to DFE (Legal) and DFE (Local) the contract abandonment from Mrs. Amy 
Elrod.   
 
D. Approved the resale of foreclosed property as presented.  
 
OFFICIAL ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION was made by Dr. Luke Chachere and SECONDED by Mr. Jim Smesny to adjourn the meeting.   The motion 

passed UNANIMOUSLY.  The meeting adjourned at 11:15 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


