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8th Grade Technology Applications Syllabus

Why learn Technology Applications?  Google commissioned research from The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) to report in 2015 the extent to which skills taught in education systems around the world are changing, and whether they meet the needs of employers and society more widely.  We know students come to school with varying levels of personal device skills but do not have the integrated high technology skills needed for their future education and careers.  This technology course is designed to develop specific skills outlined in the EIU report, as well as the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS): creativity, collaboration through teamwork and communication, as well as critical thinking and problem solving techniques through technology and project based learning.

Course Description
· Through the study of technology applications, students make informed decisions by understanding current and emerging technologies, including technology systems
· Learn to use appropriate digital tools and personal learning networks
· As competent researchers and responsible digital citizens, students use creative and computational thinking to solve problems while developing career readiness skills
· The students in this course will learn to identify, create, and use files in various formats such as text, raster and vector graphics, video and audio files
· Create and present original works as a means or personal or group expression
· Create and present basic works of coding
· Explore complex systems or issues using models, simulations, and new technologies to make predictions, modify input, review results, and discuss trends.

Grading Policy
· Daily grades will be 70% of the six weeks average and test/project grades will be 30% of the six weeks average.  Students are required to earn a minimum average of 70% to earn the high school dual credit for this course.  Work not attempted or turned in will be a grade of 0 (zero).  Homework is not assigned other than completing any unfinished classroom assignments.
· Late work for a class will be accepted at the next class period after the due date for a maximum grade of 70.  Late work will not be accepted after the end of the grading period.

Course Outline
· Total completion, with a grade of 70% or higher, of all modules assigned through the technology application class found on Learning.com
· Completion of all project based learning assignments administered by the teacher
· TEKS for Tech Apps may be found online at this address:
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter126/ch126b.html
	

     Student Expectations
· Respect your teacher, your fellow students, and your school
· Do not interrupt when someone else is speaking
· Act appropriately and participate in the proper manner
· Follow directions the first time they are given
· Keep organized and follow the class routine
· Horseplay will not be tolerated in the classroom
· All school rules apply
· Follow all guidelines outlined in the classroom procedures document


     Communication
It is important for all teachers and parents to realize that we are partners in education.  As a teacher, it is my responsibility to keep students informed of their progress in class.  Students will be informed of grades for all assignments and will receive progress reports after three weeks of the grading period.  Students will receive a report card at the end of six weeks.  If you fail to receive either of these grade notifications, you may contact me anytime through email or voicemail.  Also, parents may view their student’s grades online using Skyward found on the Groesbeck ISD website.
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