
 

 

The mission of GISD is to ensure that every student achieves maximum potential. 

GISD Curriculum News 

Warming Up the 
Classroom 
No matter what you call it – warm-up, 
hook, starter, do now – it’s important to 
get each class period off to a good 
start! 

rigor/engagement/higher-order thinking 

 

Strategy  
of the Week: 

Bel l-to-bel l  ins truc t i on  is bo th a good 

class room managemen t to ol  and an 

ins truc t i onal des ign too l.   
 

Master teachers utilize every minute of class time.  

They understand the value of a good start-of-class 

routine.  Once one is established, the students 

become instantly engaged while the teacher has a few 

precious minutes to attend to administrative duties, 

such as checking roll.  A good warm up, however, is 

about more than just keeping the students occupied 

for a few minutes.  It is a way to cognitively engage 

students and focus their attention on what is about to 

be taught and learned.  When students come in from 

the hallways, they need to redirect their thoughts to 

what is going on in the classroom and get 

primed for learning.   
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 1. Be sure that warm-ups are related to 
the classroom instruction. 

a. A recap of the previous lesson 
b. A connection between the 

previous and current lesson 
c. A glimpse of the lesson that will 

be taught 
2. Be sure to monitor the time that you 

want to spend on the warm-up.  Set a 
timer, play music (one song, for 
example), etc.  

3. Clearly know the purpose of the 
warm-up. 

a. To create interest 
b. To remind students of 

information that has previously 
been taught 

c. To generate questions and 
thought about a topic 

4. Be sure that students are somehow 
held accountable for the warm-up.  
This could be through a weekly grade, 
sharing answers with other students, or 
a visual check of the students’ work by 
the teacher.   

 

The Classical Pen:   
 

1. Have classical music playing softly in the background as students enter the room 
to journal, review, or predict. 

2. Choose what students will write about and in what format.  For instance, will 
students write in a journal format that they keep each day and turn in weekly, or 
will they write and then share with the class?   The options are numerous.   

3. One way to do this is to write out questions on slips of colored paper that allow 
students to show prior knowledge related to a topic, predict what might be the 
outcome of the learning, or review information from the previous day.   

4. As students enter the room, they draw a slip of paper out of a container and sit 
down and write the answer to the question.   

5. After a set amount of time, stop the music and have students share popcorn 
style.  For the sake of time, you might want to have only a few students share 
each day.  If so, be sure that all students are still held accountable for work (such 
as a check mark for completion), that students do not know in advanced who 
will have to share, and that eventually, all students are required to share.  A 
variation is to do “Think, Pair, Share” at this point.   

6. In place of classical music, you could use period music or music thematically 
linked to the topic that will be covered in the lesson.  If so, be sure to point out 
the connection to the students.   

WANT TO JAZZ UP YOUR QUESTIONS? 
 
Some teachers know how to create interest in a 
subject just by the way they form questions for 
the students to answer.  If you’re looking for a 
unique way to frame the questions that you use 
in a warm-up activity, try SUPER POWERS.   
 
All you do is dream up a super power and 
apply it to a plain question and now you have a 
question with PIZZAZZ!   
 
Here are some examples: 
“Name the bones in the body,” becomes, “You have 
the power to make yourself tiny and travel in a 
capsule through the human body.  Use the names of 
the bones to make a road map from the skull to the 
big toe.”  
 
“Discuss the debate being held at the First 
Continental Congress,” becomes, “You have 
supersonic hearing and x-ray vision. In late 
September 1774, you are standing outside 
Carpenters’ Hall.  Describe the debate you see and 
hear on the inside.”   


