
 

  

The mission of GISD is to ensure that every student achieves maximum potential. 

GISD Curriculum News 

The Student-
Friendly Learning 
Objective 
Students who can identify what 
they are learning significantly 
outscore those who cannot.   

– Robert Marzano 

rigor/engagement/higher-order thinking 

 

Strategy  
of the Week: 

A Learning Objective (LO) is what students 

must know and be able to do after they complete 

a learning experience. It should be both aligned 

to the standard and measureable.  Aligned 

simply means that goals, learning activities, and 

instruction are “well matched in content and 

emphasis” (Schmoker, 1999).    A good LO 

should also be written in student-friendly 

language and communicated throughout the 

lesson.  The LO must also match the standard in 

both content specificity and rigor.  (In other 

words, if the standard is to analyze, then only 

identifying is not enough.) 
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Breaking it Down: 
 
 
• Math 
• Decimals 
• Page 152, Exercise 3 
• Going on a decimal hunt 
• I will read decimals and put them in 

order.  
 
 
*Keep in mind that an activity is what you want the 
students to do, and the learning objective is what you 
want them to learn.  Although they are tightly aligned, 
they are not one in the same.   
 
TYPES OF LEARNING OBJECTIVES: 
• Knowledge – I will identify, add… 
• Reasoning – I will compare, analyze… 
• Products – I will map, create… 
• Skills – I will weld, translate, draw… 

Etc. 

Four Ways to 
Communicate the 

Learning Objective: 
1. POST IT – For best results, 

post the LO in the same 
place every day so that 
students know where to look 
for it.  Make sure that the 
print is big enough to be read 
from any spot in the 
classroom.  For greater 
emphasis, underline the 
content (the what) and circle 
the process (the verb). 

2. TEACHER TALK – 
Discuss the LO with the 
students.  Clarify new 
vocabulary that might be in 
the LO, especially with 
younger learners.  For 
example, if the verb is 
“generate” discuss synonyms 
for this word.   

3. STUDENT TALK – 
Throughout the lesson, have 
the students explain what 
they’re learning to you and 
their classmates.  It’s a good 
opportunity to refocus. 

4. STUDENT WORK – 
Align the work to the LO.  
Discuss with students how 
the work relates to and 
measures the LO.  Be 
transparent!  The more the 
students understand what 
they are supposed to learn, 
the more likely they will be 
to actually learn it!   

Activity 

Assignment 

Topic 

Learning 
Objective 

Subject 

The Exit Slip (A Formative Assessment Tool): 
 

The exit slip is a strategy that reinforces the Learning Objective as well as serving other purposes.  In its 
simplest form, the students write what they learned in the form of an “I can…” statement or an “I 

learned…” statement on a post-it note or a pre-printed Exit Slip at the end of the class period.  This is 
their ticket to leave the room.  The teacher can then quickly browse through the Exit Slips and check 

for understanding and evaluate the effectiveness of the lesson.  The teacher can address misconceptions 
or other concerns at the beginning of the next class period.  Of course there are many ways to enhance, 

expand, and further develop this activity.      

        Technology enhancement:  Could you “exit slip” in the form of a blog? 


