
 

 

The mission of GISD is to ensure that every student achieves maximum potential. 

GISD Curriculum News 

Re-engaging Your 
Students  

Getting beyond passive listeners and 
creating engaged learners… 

rigor/engagement/higher-order thinking 

 

Strategy  
of the Week: 
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Do you ever feel like your students are bored or 

uninterested in what you’re doing?  Many teachers 

have felt the frustration of keeping students 

engaged in the lesson.  Through Design & Delivery 

training, we’ve learned Marzano’s research-based 

instructional strategies and Schlechty’s Qualities of 

Context and Qualities of Choice, which are revisited here.  

Using these strategies can improve our student engagement, 

but here’s another basic rule of thumb:  HOW MANY 

STUDENTS ARE DOING THE TASK?  If you’re asking 

a question and one student answers, you know that one 

student is engaged, but if you’re using a strategy that 

requires all students to participate (such as lap boards, dry-

erase desk, shoulder partners, etc.), then all of the students are 

held accountable for the learning.  That one adjustment 

applied consistently can greatly improve engagement in 

your classroom.  
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Art Rubbings Sand Prints Visual Perception Sidewalk Drawings Scavenger Hunt I Spy Cookie Cutters 
http://www.earlychildhoodnews.com/earlychild

hood/article_view.aspx?ArticleID=646  

Elementary students 
learning to write letters 
can practice the skill by 
going outdoors and 
engaging in these 
“Beyond the Four 
Walls” activities.   
 

From the Desk of Keri Thoele,  
GISD Asst. Superintendent 
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The key to student engagement is to design the work so students are doing the thinking.  Simply put, students do not learn from work they 
do not do. – Phillip Schlechty   
For work to be engaging to students, they must find value in it.  That value may be extrinsic or 
intrinsic.  Here are some strategies to keep in mind when developing assignments: 
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 Have Fun Never think that because 
students are enjoying what 
they’re doing that it isn’t 
learning. 

GISD science teachers are 
notorious for fun – blowing 
it up, making it smell, 
showing it change colors; 
sometimes a little wow 
factor adds to the learning.  

 Beyond the 
Walls 

Occasionally create 
classroom activities that 
take your students into the 
hallways or outdoors. 

GISD teachers had students 
leave the classroom to go 
and interview people 
thoughout the school; the 
kids then wrote side-by-side 
biographies and auto-
biographies. 

 Expand Your 
Audience 

Have students present and 
publish their work to others, 
gathering feedback in the 
process. 

GISD teachers are “posting” 
student work in a variety of 
ways, including publishing 
to classroom dropboxes and 
compiling online journals 
and similar items. 

 Collaborate/ 
Affiliate 

Use cooperative learning 
strategies or technology to 
allow students to 
braninstorm and work with 
others. 

GISD teachers assign group 
roles and make each student 
responsible for a part of the 
whole; that’s when working 
together becomes 
meaningful.  Sometimes this 
is as quick as using a 
shoulder partner. 

 Choice 
 

Allowing students to have 
meaningful options – in 
products, in execution of 
task, and  in demonstrating 
mastery of content. 

GISD ELAR teachers often 
allow students to pick 
writing topics and reading 
selections that appeal to 
them in some fashion. 

 Authenticity Students need to be able to 
connect the experience to 
prior learning, and possibly 
even future learning. 

GISD Social Studies 
teachers often assign tasks 
that are linked to current 
events or that relate to the 
students’ hometown 
politicially, geographically 
or culturally. 

 Novelty 
Learning experiences are 
unusual or unexpected. 

GISD math teachers often 
use games, competitions, 
simulations, and 
manipulatives to teach or 
practice a mathematical 
skill. 

 Product Focus The tasks students are 
assigned and the activities 
students are encouraged to 
undertake are clearly linked 
in the minds of the teacher 
and the students to problems, 
issues, products, 
performances, and exhibitions 
about which the students care 
and upon which students 
place value. 

GISD elective teachers are 
often successful at engaging 
students because the 
students value the content to 
start with – music, art, 
agriculture, theater, etc. – 
but all teachers can link 
learning to activities that the 
students believe are 
important and worthwhile.   

 


