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GISD Curriculum News 

Word Walls and 
Other Organizers 
for Prefixes, 
Suffixes, and Roots!   
A Picture Is Worth a Thousand 
Words! 

rigor/engagement/higher-order thinking 

Strategy  
of the Week: 

A Sample  Word Wal l 

 
 

CSCOPE often asks teachers to display word walls in their 

classrooms.  A word wall is a collections of words 

prominently displayed in the classroom that can be utilized 

by students.  The word walls serve the purpose of linking 

words together (to help students construct meaning and 

remember definitions), aiding in spelling 

of frequently used words, and developing 

vocabulary in struggling students and 

English-language learners.  Word walls 

can be constructed for academic vocabulary, 

high-frequency words, or as this newsletter suggests, word or 

phoneme groups, such as prefixes, suffixes, and root words.  

The pictures speak for themselves and need very little 

explanation.   

  

From the Desk of Keri Thoele,  
GISD Asst. Superintendent 



 

 

2 

 

  



 

 

3 

For this word wall, the 
teacher used paint 

sample strips.  In each 
shade, the students wrote 
a synonym.  This could 

also be adapted, 
however, to affixes or 

roots. 
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A-Z Word Walls or Permanent Word Walls stay up in the 
classroom all semester or all year.  They provide a 
permanent model for high frequency words or academic 
vocabulary. They help students build phonetic and spelling 
skills and are especially useful to English-Language 
Learners and students with disabilities.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key points to remember: 

• Organize words alphabetically (A-Z) or by topic.  
• Make words visible and large.  Use black block 

letters on colored backgrounds. 
• Add words gradually (approximately five per week). 
• Refer to the Word Wall frequently, pronouncing 

words, reminding students of their meaning or 
application. 

• Make sure the students use the words in their 
personal writings or notes and that they are required 
to spell the words correctly. 

• Use content-area words (such as the CSCOPE 
Academic Vocabulary). 

• Sometimes you can use graphics to serve as visual 
reminders of the word’s meaning. 

 


