
 

  

The mission of GISD is to ensure that every student achieves maximum potential. 

GISD Curriculum News 

Tackling Apathy and 
Entitlement Issues 
Okay, so you’ve put in tons of time 
and effort – stayed up late working on 
just the perfect engagement strategy 
and studying your content so that 
you’re ready to answer the most 
complex of questions, etc. – but the 
next morning you find apathy instead 
of enthusiasm, entitlement instead of 
work ethic.  What now? 

rigor/engagement/higher-order thinking 

 

Strategy  
of the Week: 

This ac ry l i c by Rober t Slingsby is ca ll ed 

“Apathy of Enti t l emen t.” 
 

Unfortunately, theses problems are prevalent in every 

aspect of society – not just education.  We are in the 

midst of an American culture that promotes immediate 

gratification without the labor and effort that should 

accompany obtaining something.  This behavior is not 

limited to our students  - just look at the debt 

Americans accumulate because it is easier to buy first 

and pay later.  That’s the key – we want what we want 

NOW, and we don’t want to work hard to get it. 

From the Desk of Keri Thoele,  
GISD Asst. Superintendent 
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Who Cares? 
   Unfortunately, there is no easy answer – no 10-step 

program to solve the problem, etc.  Instead, I challenge you to 

remember that you are a PROFESSIONAL EDUCATOR.  You 

have a certificate from the state of Texas that indicates you are 

more qualified than the average person to deal with issues in the 

classroom, including apathy and entitlement.  My message here is probably not exactly what 

you want to hear.  Obviously, we all want a quick, easy fix, but instead I’m going to urge 

you not to give up, and when one strategy doesn’t work, try another one.  I am going to tell 

you that YOU are the best hope for a solution – your creativity and perseverance are what 

will change the attitudes of students, even if it is just one at a time.   

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

What Good Questioning 
Looks Like 

Debate Team Carousel 

1.  Give your opinion 
and explain your 
rationale. 

2.  Add a supporting 
argument.   

3.  Add an opposing 
argument. 

4.  Add your “two 
cents.” 
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Debate Team Carousel 
In this activity, students debate a position from various points of view as prompted on a 

template.  Students will consider opposing and supporting arguments, rationale for a point of view, and 

evaluate and form their own opinions on a topic. 

1. Create a prompt that requires students to evaluate the content and take a position. 

2. Provide each student with a Debate Team Carousel template. 

3. Each student fills in the first box, and they all pass their papers to the right. 

4. They read their classmates response in the first box and add a supporting argument in the second – 

even if they don’t agree. 

5. Again, students pass the papers to the right.  They read boxes 1 and 2 and then add an opposing 

argument in the third box, even if they don’t disagree. 

6. Again, students pass the papers to the right.  They read boxes 1, 2, and 3 and then add their own 

opinion with a brief explanation in the fourth box. 

7. Students return the papers to the original owners. 

8. The teacher utilizes volunteers or some other sharing strategy to give students an opportunity to share 

and discuss what they learned as a result of the activity. 

Analysis and evaluation come naturally with this activity, 

but be careful not to spell out the arguments for and against prior to the activity.  If you do, then the students 

are simply regurgitating what they’ve heard instead of thinking for themselves.  Also, be sure to require 

students to support their opinions with facts and details connected to the learning. 

§ Art – Do you think Picasso was a more skilled painter before or after he discovered cubism? 

§ Science – Now that we’ve talked about the impact that bird feeders can have on the ecology of birds, should the 

use of birdfeeders be banned? 

§ History – Do you think that it is undemocratic not to vote? 

§ ELAR – Do you think the narrator in “The Tale-Tell Heart” is male or female? 

Source:  Total Participation Techniques (Himmele & Himmele, 2011) 


