
 

  

The mission of GISD is to ensure that every student achieves maximum potential. 

GISD Curriculum News 

Creativity in the  
Classroom  
The best ideas for the classroom 
come from those who know the 
classroom best – teachers! 

rigor/engagement/higher-order thinking 

 

Strategy  
of the Week: 

Litt l e  Red and 
The Wolf by 
Anne Jul i e  Aubry 

We inspire learning when we manage 

to make the hard stuff easier and 

easy stuff challenging! –Bartel 

(2004) 

I’m revisiting some of my favorite topics – engagement and 

creativity – by providing you with links to a few interesting 

articles on these subjects.  Some of the articles provide 

teaching ideas; others, suggestions for being creative or 

engaging.  The common thread for most of them is to offer 

open-ended questions and tasks that get students thinking, to 

make sure that the environment is safe for risk-

taking and creativity, and to allow students to 

make choices in the classroom.   

    

From the Desk of Keri Thoele,  
GISD Asst. Superintendent 
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Creative Ideas for 
Teachers by Teachers 

   
A twelve-year veteran teacher, Heather Wolpert-Gawron 
conducted a survey asking 220 8th graders to respond to 
this question, and their answers generally fell into ten 
categories. They are summarized below with the most 
popular answer at the top of the list. So from an 8th 
grader’s perspective:   

Fractured Fairy Tales 
In the ELA classroom, a teacher can encourage 
creativity by having students write “Fractured Fairy 
Tales.”  The student takes a familiar story or fairy tale 
and changes one aspect of the story (character, setting, 
perspective).  Then the student rewrites the story 
based on the change. 

1. What if Little Red Riding Hood had a black 
belt in Karate was not afraid of the big bad 
wolf? 

2. Retell Jack and the Beanstalk from the Giant’s 
perspective.   

The variations on this assignment are endless! For 
example, have students rewrite a historical event – 
How would the world be different if America had never 
entered WWII?  
 
(A published example is Sleeping Ugly by Jane Yolen.) 

WORKING WITH PEERS 

WORKING WITH TECHNOLOGY 

CONNECTING THE REAL WORLD 
TO THE WORK THEY 
DO/PROJECT-BASED LEARNING 
TEACHERS WHO LOVE WHAT 
THEY DO 
GETTING OUT OF OUR SEATS 

TEACHERS BRINGING IN 
VISUALS 
GETTING TO MAKE CHOICES 

TEACHERS WHO UNDERSTAND 
KIDS 
TEACHERS WHO MIX IT UP 

TEACHERS WHO ARE HUMAN 

 
                              *From ASCD Smart Brief, 2012. 

I found it interesting that 3 of the top 10 can be summed 
up by the type of teacher in the room:  a teacher who is 
passionate about the subject matter, understanding and human 
is engaging to students! 

5 Ideas for Using Pop Culture to Inspire 
Elementary Students 
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/pop-culture-
inspire-elementary-students 

Use Music in the Classroom to Inpsire Creative 
Expression 
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/music-classroom-
gaetan-pappalardo 

For Engaging Products, Connect Learning to 
Students’ Lives 
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/student-
engagement-pbl-suzie-boss 

6 Examples of iPad Integration in the 1:1 
Classroom (Upper Level) 
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/ipad-integration-
classroom-andrew-marcinek 

These Days Are Numbered: 8 Summer Math 
Ideas 
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/04/25/t
hese-days-are-numbered-eight-summer-math-
ideas/ 
 
Combining SEL and Social Studies  
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/sel-social-studies-
lessons-maurice-elias 

Ten Classroom Creativity Killers (*This is from the 
perspective of an artist/teacher, but it is very interesting and 
much of it can apply in other classrooms.) 
http://www.goshen.edu/art/ed/creativitykillers.
html 

Encouraging Creative Thinking with Awareness 
and Discovery Questions 
http://www.bartelart.com/arted/questions.html 

 


