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The mission of GISD is to ensure that every student achieves maximum potential. 

Balanced Literacy 
Reading and writing are the 
cornerstones for achievement in 
all academic disciplines.   
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Strategy  
of the Week: 
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When it comes to teaching reading, there have long been 

two philosophical camps:  phonetics versus whole 

language.  Phonetic followers point out that children do 

not learn through osmosis, while those who favor whole 

language know that children often learn to read before 

they learn the 20 phonics’ rules.  And each has strengths:  

Phonetic understanding allows students to decode 

unfamiliar words, and whole language study focuses on 

comprehension of what is being read. Balanced Literacy, 

the model used in CSCOPE curriculum, marries the two 

blending the best of phonics and the whole language 

instruction and creating balance through instructional 

format, strategies, and content.  The 

model is based on four key instructional 

concepts that encompass all learning:  

modeling, sharing, guiding, and 

developing independence.   
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Balanced Literacy 
Instruction 

   The Balanced Literacy Model used by 

CSCOPE is applied to both reading and writing 

instruction.  It is organized via the Gradual Release of 

Responsibility Model (see chart at bottom of page). In this 

model student learning is achieved through a shift from 

teacher-directed instruction and modeling to joint practice 

to student practice under teacher guidance to independent 

user.  The classroom organization also shifts from whole 

group to small groups to independent practice or learning.     

For instance, in a whole-group setting, the teacher will 

model reading and writing by first reading to the students 

and writing for them while “thinking aloud” so that 

students can understand the thought processes that  
Possible Template 

Gradual Release of Responsibility Model 

accompany good reading and writing. The initial word 

study mini-lesson is also designed for the whole group.  

Then in a small-group setting the teachers will lead the 

students through guided reading activities or create 

literacy centers and work on isolated skills and strategies 

for word study, reading and writing.  Finally, individually 

the students will read and write independently, and the 

teacher would evaluate through reading and writing 

conferences with the students. 

A Note about Vocabulary 
Development: 
 
We all agree that our students’ 
vocabularies are underdeveloped; the 
question is, “What types of vocabulary 
activities are effective?”  There is a 
great deal of research on the topic that 
generally concludes:  effective 
vocabulary instruction includes three 
major components – wide reading, 
direct instruction, and building 
interest in words (Templeton, Pilulski 
1999).  Dictionary use is an important 
component of vocabulary growth when 
used correctly (in the contexts of 
reading and learning an unfamiliar 
word and independent study).  Please 
note, however, most research indicates 
that teaching a list of vocabulary 
words by having the students look up 
definitions and write them down is not 
effective at all.  The students have no 
meaningful textual context for the 
words, no connection is made, and 
there is no transfer to long-term 
memory.   
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Collaboration 
Share Thinking 

Scaffolding 
Strategy Use 
Differentiation 
Small Group 
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Application 
Transfer of Learning 

    



 

 

3 



 

 

4 



 

 

5 

 


