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A Menu of Ideas for 
Accommodating Students 
 

rigor/engagement/higher-order thinking 

 

Strategy  
of the Week: 
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In our district and campus test coordinator 

training for STAAR this week, we talked quite a 

bit about what modifications are allowed for 

what students and on which tests.  I thought it 

might be a good opportunity to remind that 

teachers of different modification strategies that 

they can use in their classrooms for 504 students, 

special education students, and RtI students, 

especially since testing modifications are only 

allowed if they’ve been used effectively in the 

classroom.   This is arranged in a smorgasbord 

fashion for picking and choosing – not all of 

them will work (or even be needed or 

allowed) for all students all the time.   
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   Sample Modifications: 
 

1. Preferential Seating – Placing a student in a strategic location to optimize learning, such as near 
the board to accommodate vision problems or near the teacher to lessen distractions. 

2. Working in Small Groups   
3. Spelling Assistance – Word banks work well for filling in maps, timelines, etc.  
4. Note Taking Assistance – Giving students graphic organizers, photocopies of notes, or cloze 

notes to aid in note taking 
5. Math Manipulatives – Giving a student objects that can be manipulated to assist with 

understanding of math concepts (examples include play money, clocks, counters, algebra tiles, 
fraction pieces, geometric figures).  Note:  On STAAR math manipulatives when used as an 
accommodation may NEVER be labeled with words, pictures, acronyms, numbers, symbols, 
mnemonics, or variables. 

6. Calculation Devices – Calculators, including four-function, scientific, graphing, or large key, 
used to help with calculating math or science problems.  Note:  On STAAR some tests require 
calculators to be provided for every student, some require 1 calculator to be provided for every 5 
students, and some prohibit the use of calculators except as an accommodation. 

7. Supplemental Aids – Giving students paper-based resources that assist them in recalling 
information. 

a. Mnemonic devices – an acronym or phrase based on an acronym to assist in recalling 
information 

b. Blank graphic organizers 
c. Math charts, including addition, multiplication, place value, formula or 100 charts 
d. Graphic and pictorial models, such as fraction bars or geometrical figures 
e. Grammar and mechanics rules 
f. Science graphics or formula charts 
g. Blank maps or timelines   

8. Dictionary/Thesaurus Use – including standard English dictionaries, electronic dictionaries, 
bilingual or ESL dictionaries, picture dictionaries, and sign-language dictionaries 

9. Extra Time on Task – Time should not be indefinite but should be predetermined by the teacher 
and communicated to the student.  It might be an extra day depending on the needs of the 
student and the length of the assignment. 

10. Modification of Assignments or Tests – Modifying assignments or tests can include simplifying 
reading passages or sentence structure within passages or questions, reducing distractors (such as 
in math word problems), shortening the test by having less questions or less answer choices, 
providing more white space or larger print, etc. 

11. Testing in Isolation or Small Groups – This strategy is typically used for a student who is easily 
distracted.  One way to accomplish this might be to send a student to Content Mastery to 
complete work. 

12. Use of Content Mastery – In the content mastery setting, students can have materials read aloud 
to them, can work with fewer distractors, receive individual support or work in small groups. 

13. Other Accommodations Allowed on STAAR for Certain Students: 
a. Reminders to stay on task (verbal, visual, tactile, and auditory) 
b. Amplification or projection devices 
c. Manipulating test materials (turning pages, positioning the ruler, operating technology, 

etc.) 
d. Oral/signed administration 
e. Large print/Braille 
f. Complex transcribing 
g. Photocopy of Test (to enlarge or give only one page at a time) 


