
 

 

The mission of GISD is to ensure that every student achieves maximum potential. 

GISD Curriculum News 

Reading for 
Intellectual 
Development 
No subject of study is more 

important than reading…all other 

intellectual powers depend on it.   

                                                 – Jacques Barzum 

rigor/engagement/higher-order thinking 

 
  

Strategy  
of the Week: 

Students don’t necessarily know how to read 

with a pen or highlighter in hand.  For this 

activity to be meaningful, the teacher has to 

instruct and model strategic reading. The 

students need to be guided in their thinking 

until higher-order thinking becomes a 

mastered skill.  
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While we must teach basic literacy, including 

decoding and fluency, there is a need for a much 

more important form of reading instruction – 

reading for meaning and understanding.  This type 

of reading instruction should begin at a very young 

age.  Buzzwords for this type of reading include 

authentic literacy, purposeful reading, and deep 

reading.  The most basic strategy to accomplish the 

task is to pick up a pen.  Reading and writing are 

inseparable. 
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   Reading with a Pen in Hand: 
 

• When students read, they need to be able to THINK about what they’re reading.  This 
thinking involves making inferences, deciding what’s important, understanding the main 
idea, figuring out the author’s purpose for writing, and making evaluations and 
judgments in relation to what is being read.  You probably recognize these as “upper 
level thinking skills.” 

• One way to read strategically is to do so with a pen in hand.  Armed with a pen, pencil 
or highlighter, students begin to focus their minds.  Underlining important passages or 
details helps students to isolate and focus on bits of information.  They begin to break the 
text apart in order to put it back together in a way that makes sense to them 
(synthesizing).   
 
This can begin at a very young age.  For instance, when reading “Hungry Spider and the 
Turtle,” the teacher might ask the students, “Who would make a better friend – spider or 
turtle?”  Then she could direct the students to underline examples from the passage to 
support his or her answer.  (The students are then evaluating based on textual support – a 
very important skill.)  The student may underline, for instance, “Spider is known for his 
great appetite and greediness…” to show that spider had personality traits that would not 
make a good friend.   
 

• Don’t stop at underlining or highlighting.  Students who are reading strategically should 
make notes in the margin.  There are many strategies to use here: 

o Write summary sentences for passages or paragraphs. 
o Number details or important points. 
o Sequence information – especially if it isn’t already sequenced, such as story that 

includes flashback and is not linear. 
o Circle unfamiliar words, look up the definitions, and write a short definition – or 

better yet a synonym – beside the word. 
o Label facts versus opinions.   
o Underline topic sentences or thesis statements.   
o Make inferences or predictions. 
o Write questions that need to be answered. 

 
Have elementary students read any folk tale and determine if the protagonist is heroic or 
not so heroic.  Have them analyze the text carefully by underlining evidence that points 
to the nature of the character they are studying.  Have them underline heroic things in 
one color and not-so-heroic things in another color. Then ask them to evaluate whether 
the character is heroic or not so heroic based on their findings.   

 
• Apply reading strategies to every type of genre and media (short stories, non-fiction 

articles, editorials, novels, poetry, textbook chapters, magazine articles, prose, etc.) and 
at every grade level and in all subjects.  The sooner students master the art of reading 
with purpose, the more they can use that skill to further their knowledge in anything that 
interests them! 


