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GISD Curriculum News 

Bulletin Boards 
The possible number one 
difference between elementary and 
secondary teachers is their love – 
or lack thereof – for creating 
bulletin boards!   

rigor/engagement/higher-order thinking 

 

Strategy  
of the Week: 

Bullet in boards  ser ve a vari ety 

of  purposes  and can be fun to 

cr ea te. 
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No matter how you feel about creating bulletin 

boards, there’s no doubt that they add visual 

interest to the classroom and can be used for 

multiple purposes.  A bulletin board may provide 

information to the students, recognition of the 

students, instructional aides, or even an interactive 

workspace for the classroom.  This newsletter has 

several ideas for creating bulletin boards and 

making them more engaging.  From backgrounds to 

instructional activities, I hope you find something 

you can use and realize that bulletin boards can 

serve a purpose for every grade level and subject. 
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From the Desk of Keri Thoele,  
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Bulletin Board Ideas 
  Make an interactive bulletin 

board that is a game board (see below).   If 
you create a way to change the content for 
various objectives (such as a Jeopardy 
board), you can use it all year long for reviews 
or to introduce concepts. 

There are dozens of 

ways to use boards to display student work.  
Don’t have enough bulletin boards?   

Create a “quilt” of student 
work by attaching 
gallon-sized Ziplock 
bags with colored tape 
and inserting work 

into each bag.  The quilt can be used over 
and over. 

Bulletin 

boards create interest.  Use them to generate 
interest in new units, concepts, literary 
selections, or projects. You can also assign 
students the task of creating bulletin boards.  

 

Easy Backgrounds and 
Borders 

If you hate the idea of messing 
with bulletin board paper or view it 

as an invitation for secondary 
students to doodle on, consider using 

FABRIC for bulletin board 
backgrounds.  It is more resistant to 
fading, comes in a variety of prints 
and colors, lasts longer, and is easy 

to install.  You simply measure 
your bulletin board and go to the 
bargain bin of the nearest fabric 

section.  You will usually need 1-2 
yards of fabric for a standard 

board.  You should be able to find 
a variety of solids and prints that 
appeal to you and would support 

the theme of your classroom.  Cut 
the fabric to size and staple to the 

board, starting at the top and 
smoothing downward and to the 

corners. Add a solid border for print 
fabrics or vice versa.  To store 

borders for reuse, punch a hole at 
the top of each strip and hang on 

a hanger until needed.  As a 
bonus, your board looks 

attractive even while waiting for 
student work to display. 

Interactive Bulletin Boards 
There are many interactive bulletin board ideas on the Internet for a variety of grade levels and 
subjects.  I’m just going to share a few here with links to the creator of the board and the 
instructions for how to use the board. 

Play Ball – A 7th grade 
math word problem 
game using percentages 
and other math concepts 

Book Recommendations 
– A bulletin board that 
allows students to 
recommend books to one 
another  

The Quadratic Line-Up – A 
board game for Algebra students 


