
 

 

The mission of GISD is to ensure that every student achieves maximum potential. 

GISD Curriculum News 

College Readiness:  
The Study Group 
One of the most challenging aspects of 
getting students ready for college is to 
teach them to study. 

rigor/engagement/higher-order thinking 

Strategy  
of the Week: 
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In the collegiate environment studying alone is rarely 

enough to meet the demand of rigorous courses. 

Students learn quickly that to survive at the 

university, it is imperative to join or form study 

groups.  Why do students need to wait until after 

high school to learn the value of Socratic inquiry and  

collaboration?  The same techniques that will become 

necessities for passing college classes can be utilized 

much sooner – even as soon 

as elementary.  Like all 

processes, effective study 

group methods need to be 

taught to students and 

modeled for them. 
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Study Group Basics 

The Research Says: 
 Research shows that one of the best ways to learn 

is to teach.  That is why it is imperative for each 
member of the group to be engaged in the process 
of asking and answering questions – and why the 
leader (especially if the leader is a teacher or a 
tutor and not a peer) needs to refrain from 
answering questions for the group, presenting all 
of the material, or lecturing.   

ü THE LEADER – Study groups should be led by a tutor or peer who 
has sufficient knowledge of the material and can recognize and 
correct misconceptions and guide the group towards accurate and 
essential information.  The leader can also help the group maintain 
fidelity to the task at hand. 

ü THE GROUP – The group should be homogenous in task, made up 
of students who have similar questions or a common problem to 
solve, but diverse in thinking. 

ü THE QUESTION – Members should come to the study group with 
a question or set of questions that each one has written.  The higher-
level and better written the questions, the better the springboard for 
discussion.  Members can also divide the information prior to 
meeting as a group and have each member “teach” or present one 
portion of the information. 

ü THE MATERIALS – Students should bring their questions and 
study materials to the session, including, if applicable, textbooks, 
laptops, class notes, examples, etc. 

ü THE PROCESS – Studying should be an active process in which all 
of the members of the group participate and take responsibility.  
Each member shares his or her question(s), and the group begins a 
process of discovery, research, and sharing to find the answers.  The 
leader does not answer the questions but instead guides the group by 
correcting misconceptions and keeping the discussion headed in the 
right direction.  In a teaching format, each member presents his or 
her portion of the information and fields questions from the other 
members on that specific content. 

SYNERGY – THE WHOLE IS GREATER 
THAN THE SUM OF THE PARTS  
 
SYNERGETIC STUDY – THE OUTPUT 
OF KNOWLEDGE AND 
UNDERSTANDING IS GREATER THAN 
THE SUM OF WHAT ALL THE 
MEMBERS ORIGINALLY BROUGHT TO 
THE GROUP 


