
Groesbeck High School Band 
Policies and Information 

 
Absences and Tardiness 
Daily absence and tardiness policies are addressed in the GHS Student Handbook.  Absences and 
tardiness for any reason should be kept to an absolute minimum.  Each performance and rehearsal is 
assigned a participation grade.  
 
All students are expected to be in their proper places for roll check before rehearsal begins, with all 
instruments, chairs, stands, music, reeds, etc. that are needed and the student ready to play.  Any student 
not in the proper place when rehearsal begins will be counted as tardy.  During marching season, this 
means being on the football field when the drum major or directors begins rehearsal.  Those entering first 
period after the tardy bell must present a tardy slip from the office. 
 
Students will not be allowed to leave class unless a permit is obtained from the main office, another 
teacher, or from the band director(s) before class begins.  Approval to leave class will be left to the 
discretion of the band director(s). 
 
If a student is absent from three practices or one performance for any reason, he/she may be removed 
from his/her position in the performing unit, i.e. marching band.  This includes all practices and 
performances.  Excessive tardiness will also be cause for removal from the performing unit. 
 
Band Leadership Team 
The GHS Band Leadership Team (BLT) will consist of the Drum Major, Asst. Drum Major, President, 
Secretary, Head Librarian, Uniform Captain, Equipment Captain, Colorguard Captain, Colorguard 
Lieutenant(s), Percussion Captain, Freshman Representative(s), and designated section leaders.  The BLT 
will meet with the band director(s) regularly and strive to help maintain a positive atmosphere for the 
GHS Band. 
  
Regular meetings of the BLT will be held as called by the band directors, Drum Major, or Band President.  
Any officer deeming the need for a meeting needs to contact one of the previously mentioned leaders to 
set up the BLT meeting.  All BLT members are expected to be at 1st period rehearsals 10-15 minutes early 
and 30 minutes early to Monday night rehearsals to help make sure everything is ready to start on time. 
Election/selection/auditions for BLT membership will be held in the spring semester, dates to be 
announced. 
 
Band Store 
The Band Store was created in 2015 for the purpose of helping students have all the necessary items for 
rehearsals and performances that they may have forgotten at home.  Items are sold at a nominal fee and 
funds are deposited in the Band Activity Account.   
 
Bus/Travel Regulations 
All band members will travel to and from all events with the band.   
 
No student may ride in private transportation unless permission from the student’s parent(s) is given to 
the band director.  This can be done in two methods: 
1) A parent can sign the student out following the function.  The student and parent must be together 
following the function while signing out with a director. 
2) Parents can send a note allowing a student to ride home with another adult, provided permission is 
granted by the director prior to the trip. 
 
Notes regarding private transportation apply to only one event at a time.  
 
 
 



Bus/Travel Regulations (cont.) 
Only GHS Band Members will ride the band bus to the game.  Exceptions allowed: 
bus driver’s children, directors’ children. 
 
Students will need to sign up for a bus prior to the first game.  Bus assignments will stay the same until 
the end of the year.  The band director(s) reserve the right to assign/re-assign any student to a specific bus 
or seat as needed, or grant a student’s request to change buses prior to the trip.  Changes will not be made 
unless requested one week prior to the trip. 
 
There is to be no standing up, changing seats, etc. on the bus when it is moving.  Students should always 
be considerate of others on the bus.  Talking, singing, etc. must be kept at a low level.   
 
CD/mp3 players, radios, etc. may be taken on the bus but must be used with headphones. Cameras must 
not be used inside the bus while traveling; it can be a major distraction to the driver.  Cell phones should 
not be held up above seat level at night as the light from the screen causes distraction.  The school is not 
responsible for any items taken or left on the bus.  Student computers, in accordance with laptop policies, 
are not allowed on the bus for travel.  Storage for laptops will be made available at the Band Hall during 
trips. 
 
Bottled water is the only food/drink item allowed on the bus. 
 
All personal items carried on the bus must be able to fit under the seats or in the seat with the student.  No 
items are to be stored in the aisle of the bus. 
 
All trash must be removed from the bus after each trip.  
 
Camps:  Summer 
All percussion, colorguard, and BLT members selected for the 2017-2018 will be expected to attend 
camps during the summer of 2017 at the GHS Band Hall, date to be announced after elections. Drum 
Majors will attend a camp off-campus designated by the band director(s). 
 
Each member of the band will be expected to attend rehearsals as scheduled during summer band.  
Summer Band for 2017 dates will be distributed in April/May. 
 
Make every effort not to schedule family vacations or medical appointments on these dates.  Those that 
work need to ask off during the appropriate days and times. 
 
Both individuals selected as Drum Major and Assistant Drum Major will be required to attend a week-
long summer leadership camp.  Each will be expected to contribute up to $100 toward the camp; the Band 
Boosters will be supply the additional funds for the camp (approximately $350). 
 
Cell Phones / Chromebooks 
Cell phones can be a great convenience.  However, they are a major distraction during rehearsals.  The 
use of a cellular device with a tuner app or marching drill app is encouraged.  However, the phone should 
be used for that purpose only during rehearsal. 
 
Cell phones are never to be used to send inappropriate messages to other students while on the bus or at 
any type of band activity! 
 
Student computers need to be stored in the band hall or a “smart locker” during rehearsals and while on 
trips.  Laptops should never to left in the hallway outside the band hall. 
 



 
Conduct of Band Members 
Students should always conduct themselves as young ladies and gentlemen, especially when representing 
the band away from the school.  The GHS guidelines on conduct will be followed by all students.  All 
band members will be expected to cooperate and work with the band director(s) and to have the self-
discipline to work without the band director being present.  Failure to cooperate with the band director(s) 
will be justifiable reason for disciplinary referrals or possible removal from the band program. 
 
Contests, Concerts, Parades, Trips 
The GHS Band will participate in various contests and other performances during the school year.  
During marching season, invitational contests and UIL Marching Contest will be scheduled.  In addition, 
the band may advance to the Area and/or State Marching Contest on even numbered years.  The marching 
band will also participate in the Homecoming Parade. Concert performances will include, but not be 
limited to, UIL Concert and Sightreading Contest, Christmas Concert(s), and Spring Concert. 
 
The two performances that are not limited by scholastic eligibility are the Christmas Concert and the 
Spring Concert.  All students are required to attend as a part of their semester grade.  All other 
performances are limited by the “no-pass-no-play” rule.  Any student that has failed a class at the six-
weeks or has not brought all grades to passing by the three-week check are not allowed to participate. 
 
Students with conflicts with other school-related activities need to notify the director as soon as the 
conflict is known. 
 
In the fall, All-Region auditions are held for students to enter the All-State selection process.  Auditions, 
as well as the concerts, are hosted at our school.  In February, students can participate in UIL Solo and 
Ensemble competition.  Students will be responsible for their own entry fees – Region: $9.00, S/E: $8.00 
per event.  In addition, soloists will be expected to pay their accompanist for her time.  Students who do 
not pay entry fees by the given deadlines will not be entered into the competition.  
 
Dress Code – Concert Dress 
Students will be expected to dress properly for every band function.  The manner of dress must meet 
school guidelines and regulations.  If a specific style of dress is required for any activity, it will be 
explained by the band director(s) before the activity.  Band members must keep hair neat and well-
groomed.  Nail polish, jewelry, personal caps, hair bows, bandanas, etc. are not allowed to be worn when 
the band is in uniform.  Hats/caps, bandanas, and sunglasses will not be worn when inside the band 
hall/school building. 
 
Band shirts are required to be worn for all pep-rallies and band trips.  Students should always wear their 
band shirts and shorts underneath the uniform when performing in case of emergency in which the 
uniform must be removed.  White socks and proper band shoes are required of each student in uniform. 
Short white socks (no-show or ankle-height) are expected for alternate uniform purposes; tall socks (crew 
or taller) are required for full uniform wear. 
 
Shorts worn during summer band must be longer than fingertip length.  No muscle shirts or tank tops are 
allowed. 
 
All students need to secure appropriate clothing for our two annual concerts: Christmas/Spring.   
Ladies are encouraged to wear dresses or skirt/blouse outfits.  Dresses should not be strapless or have 
spaghetti straps and should be long enough to cover the knee when sitting.   
Gentlemen should wear dress pants and a polo or button-down shirt.  Ties and coats look great, but are 
optional. 
Please do not wear jeans, shorts, T-Shirts, tennis shoes, flip flops, or other inappropriate attire for our 
concerts. 
 
 



Equipment 
All equipment (including uniforms), whether owned by the student or furnished by the school, is the 
responsibility of the student.  The school will furnish a place to keep the equipment while at school, but 
the school and/or band director(s) are not responsible for the care or safety of the equipment.  All damage, 
loss of equipment, theft, etc. is the responsibility of the student using the equipment. 
 
All students are responsible for their own equipment on all trips as well as in the band hall.  The loading 
crew will load all equipment, but band members are responsible for getting their equipment to the proper 
place to be loaded and for returning it to the proper storage area following unloading.   
 
Failure to properly care for school owned equipment could result in the loss of the right to use the 
equipment.  Any damages to the school owned equipment caused by neglect, abuse, accidents, etc. will 
be charged to the student using the equipment. 
 
Use of School Owned Instruments: 
School owned instruments are provided for specific sections.  Any student needing to use a school 
instrument will need to make arrangements with the band director(s).  School instruments will be checked 
out to individual students.  Students using school instruments will be responsible for the instrument and 
its care.  Any repairs not considered normal wear will be charged to the student.  This would include 
such things as dropping the instrument, breaking the instrument, bending valves/slides or keys, etc. 
 
If an instrument (school-owned or personal) needs repair, it should be brought to the attention of the band 
director(s) either before or after rehearsal, not during the rehearsal.  If it is a minor repair, the 
director(s) will try to repair the instrument if the student so desires.  Major repairs will be referred to an 
approved instrument repair shop. 
 
Expenses 
At the beginning of each year students incur various expenses.  Refer to the attached list of items and 
cost.   
 
Reeds, valve oil, cleaning supplies, etc. are the financial responsibility of the student and parent(s).  
Woodwind reeds will be ordered by the box, not sold as individual reeds.  All expenses will be paid 
before supplies are ordered/delivered. 
 
Facilities - Rehearsal/Instrument/Practice Rooms 
All music, stands, chairs, instruments, etc. should be put in their proper places after each rehearsal.  All 
equipment should be stored in the designated areas at all time.  Instrument cases should be placed back in 
lockers during rehearsal, not left on the floor of the instrument room.  Do not leave books, clothing, coats, 
etc. in the band hall rehearsal area.  Do not store equipment for other activities in the band hall without 
permission.  Put away all stands at the end of rehearsal, as other classes may need the band hall or 
auditorium facility later in the day.  All percussion mallets and/or instrument must be put away to keep 
non-band students from playing the instruments. 
 
The instrument room should be kept neat and orderly.  Music should be in folders.  An extra pair of tennis 
shoes may be kept in the student’s slot during marching season, if desired.  The instrument slots should 
not be used store band bags, marching shoes, hats, etc. during the week. 
 
Practice rooms are available for students to work individually or in small groups.  They are not places to 
“hang out.”  No food, drinks, etc. should be taken in practice rooms.  Many rooms have desks so that 
students can have a quiet area to do homework after or before school as well.  All practice rooms should 
be left clean when exiting. 
 
 
 
 



Food, Gum, Candy, Drinks 
No food, candy, gum, or drinks (other than water) are allowed in the band hall or auditorium area.  
Therefore, none of these are allowed while the band is rehearsing or performing.  Food and drink items 
are allowed only in areas designated by the band director(s).  Students are responsible for cleaning up 
after themselves, whether in the school building or at a football stadium. 
 
Water will be provided for the students at all outings where it is deemed a necessity.   
 
Football Games/Pep Rallies 
Each band member is expected to put necessary instruments in the proper place for loading and returning 
those instruments to their proper places after unloading at the band hall.   
 
It is the band members’ responsibility to clean up after themselves in all football stadiums following the 
game. 
 
Punctuality is necessary for all performances.  When home, members should be in their seats at least 
one hour prior to the game beginning.  Specific times will be communicated.   
 
3rd Quarter Privileges: 
Having “off” 3rd Quarter will be an earned privilege.  Students failing to meet expectations of being back 
in the stands on time during the previous game or not playing off specific music requirements may loose 
their privilege to leave the stands during 3rd Quarter. 
 
The band will sit in block band formation in the stands at football games, pep rallies, etc.  Only band 
students will be allowed in the band section.  Band members are not to leave the band section or change 
places in the seating formation without permission.  Members should ask to leave the band section only in 
case of an emergency.  Students should seek director attention from their place in the stands, not walk 
down to where the directors are to ask questions. 
 
Food and drink of any kind will not be allowed in the band section except during 3rd quarter. Water will 
be made available to all students throughout the game. 
 
General Expectations 
All band members are expected to adhere to the expectations outlined in this handbook as well as the 
GHS Student Handbook.  In addition, verbal expectations will be communicated by the directors 
(playoff dates, time to be in seats, etc.)   
Specific expectations: 

1. Be in class, on the field, or present for travel with correct equipment, correct attitude, at the 
correct time. 

2. Negative verbal or nonverbal actions are inappropriate.  Behave maturely. 
3. Respond with a positive attitude toward instruction. 
4. Refrain from the use of profanity and/or obscenity. 
5. Gum/candy/drinks (other than water) are prohibited in rehearsals. 
6. Illegal drugs, alcohol, and tobacco are prohibited (see GHS Student Handbook). 
7. Take proper care of equipment (instruments/uniforms) and facilities. 
8. “Rough-housing” in or out of the band hall is prohibited. 

 
Uniform inspection: 
Any student without all the proper uniform parts will either not perform at the specific function, unless 
he/she purchases any available items from the Uniform Captain or Band Store Manager: i.e. socks and 
gloves . 
 
Band shirt: 
Failure to wear a band shirt for a pep rally will result in the student losing the privilege to participate in 
that week’s pep rally.  



Grading 
Grades given in band are participation grades that indicate the student’s overall success in the class.  The 
band grade will be determined by considering the following four areas:  
1) performance and progress playing the instrument as determined by observation and playing grades  
2) attitude and cooperation 
3) attendance and promptness at all performances and rehearsals 
4) written exams on basic theory and knowledge at the discretion of the band director(s). 
 
A 100 will be given to all who attend rehearsals and/or performances with all items necessary.  Those 
with a written excuse for failure to attend will receive a 70.  Those with no excuse provided will receive a 
grade of 0. 
 
Many more grades are available in the fall semester through rehearsal attendance and football game 
attendance and participation.  Once football season is finished, fewer grades are entered into the 
gradebook for each student. 
 
Non-Participation by Band Members 
Band members should inform the band director(s) of any inability to participate in any activity (rehearsal 
or performance) as soon as it is known by the student.  Non-participation should be kept to an absolute 
minimum.  Those who continually do not participate will be taken from the performing unit or the class.  
It should be kept in mind that band is a class for a grade, that the success of the band is dependent upon 
teamwork by all members, and therefore all activities are considered a part of the requirements for the 
band class. 
 
Reasons for non-participation should be limited to primarily medical reasons.  For any non-participation 
lasting over one day, a student must have a permit from his/her doctor stating why he/she may not 
participate and how long he/she is to be inactive.  
 
Rehearsals 
Attendance is mandatory at all rehearsals for all members of the band.  All extra rehearsals should be 
considered as required attendance rehearsals.  During football season, the band will rehearse each 
Monday from 7:00-9:00 pm, including Labor Day. 
 
Sectional rehearsals may be called as needed, particularly for percussion and colorguard.  Directors will 
strive to give as much prior notice as possible. 
 
Talking, Disrupting Class 
After rehearsal begins, there should be no talking or disruption of class.  Students are encouraged to ask 
necessary questions by first raising their hand and receiving permission.  This will make a positive 
rehearsal atmosphere that is conducive to learning and in which much can be accomplished. 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA  
In the growing age of technology and less and less privacy afforded individuals, it is extremely important 
that individuals guard their communication on social media.  Individual issues need to be addressed with 
the other individuals involved or with the directors in person, not posted on social media outlets. 
 
  



Uniforms 
The school will furnish performance uniforms for all band members.  All students will purchase their own 
band shirts, shirts, and shoes, as well as their own socks.  
 
All uniforms will be worn in the manner prescribed by the band director(s).  Nail polish, face paint, 
jewelry (including earrings), hair bows, hair paint, personal caps, bandanas, etc. will not be acceptable 
attire while in uniform.  Senior class rings may be worn only by senior band members while in uniform.  
Long hair should be kept up with an appropriate color hair band (red or white to match uniform OR a 
color that blends in with hair color). 
 
Students are responsible for keeping the uniform clean and in good condition.  Uniforms need to be hung 
properly on the hanger after each wearing.  Hats, socks, and shoes need to be cleaned each week.   
Uniforms should never be placed on the ground while students are changing.   
 
Each student will receive a shoulder bag in which the shoes and hat are to be stored and taken home after 
each performance.  This bag will also be used to carry personal items to the football games.  Hats should 
be kept in the bag while in the stands.  Do not leave food or empty drink containers inside the bag. 
 
UNIFORM CARE:  Current band uniforms are washable; they do not have to be dry-cleaned, 
though you may still choose to do so.  Wash the pant/shirts and vest separately.  Do not bleach the 
uniform.  Use a stain remover to spot stains.  Soap and water will clean the hats.  Socks need to be 
washed regularly.  Soap and water will also clean the shoes; “Magic Eraser” or similar pads are very 
effective in cleaning hats and shoes.  Shoe polish is actually not recommended.  When ironing the pants to 
rid them of wrinkles and create the proper crease at the “hem”, set the iron to LOW heat and use a lightly 
damp cloth – the pant material will melt if the iron is too hot! 
 
Uniforms should not be hung on standard wire or plastic hangers – the uniform is too heavy.  Only use 
one of the plastic or wooden hangers that has a pant rod to hang the uniform.  Pants should be hung with 
the permanent creases together as to avoid wrinkles and creating new unwanted creases.  Shirts should be 
placed on the hanger over the pants and the vest on top of the shirt.  
 
New uniforms, as purchased in the Fall of 2014, will have two sets of pants and two shirts to go under the 
vests.  It will be imperative that the students always bring the appropriate set of pants/shirts – grey/white.  
Essentially, GREY will be worn for football games; WHITE will be worn for all competitions as well as 
the Homecoming parade. 
 
Students should immediately notify the band directors of any problem with the uniform. 

 
In the spring semester after UIL contest, uniforms will be checked in.  All uniforms should be cleaned 
prior to checking them in, including hats.  Band shoes should be kept at home.  Shoulder bags should be 
cleaned out and returned as well. 



Groesbeck High School Band 
Medical Release Form 

 
Student’s Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 
   Last    First    Middle Initial 
 

Residential Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

City: _____________________________________ State:________   Zip:________________ 
 

Social Security No: ________-______-__________ Date of Birth: ___________________________ 
 
Father’s Name: ________________________________________________ 
 

Father’s Phone #’s:   Home (__________)______________________________________ 
    

Work (__________)______________________________________ 
 
Cell    (__________)______________________________________ 

 
Mother’s Name: _______________________________________________ 
 
Mother’s Phone #’s: Home (__________)______________________________________ 

(if different) 
   Work (__________)______________________________________ 
 

Cell    (__________)______________________________________ 
 
Parent’s primary e-mail address: ____________________________________________ 
 
Family Physician: Name: ______________________________________________________ 
 
   Phone (__________)______________________________________ 
 
List all drugs to which your child is allergic or sensitive: _______________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
List any serious medical condition:________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Insurance Company: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Policy and Telephone Number: _____________________  (________)_____________________ 

Please attach a copy of your insurance card if possible. 
 
In case of accident or illness to the aforementioned student, and in the event that I cannot be reached by 
telephone or in the event that time is a determining factor in the treatment, I hereby authorize a 
representative of the Groesbeck Schools to have my child treated as needed.  I also agree to be 
responsible for all expenses incurred in the treatment of my child.  Our signatures also signify that we 
have received and understand the policies presented in the band manual. 
 
Parent’s or Guardian Signature: _________________________________________________ 
 
Date Signed: _________________ 
  
 



Band Handbook Acknowledgment Form 
found on GISD Website at 

www.groesbeckisd.net 
 
 
I, __________________________________________, have read this Band Handbook online
 Student Name – please print 
and will agreeably fulfill the expectations defined therein.  I understand that consequences will 
result when the guidelines and expectations are not adhered to. 
 
 
_________________________________________________ _______________________ 
Student Signature       Date 
 
I have also read the Band Handbook on the school website and understand the expectations that 
are in place for my student and will encourage my student to be a positive, active member of the  
GHS Band.  
 
 
________________________________________________ _______________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature      Date  
 
 

Please initial, both student and parent, each section as being read below: 
 
 Student        Parent 
_____     _____ Absences and Tardiness 
_____     _____ Band Leadership Team 
_____     _____ Bus/Travel Regulations 
_____     _____ Camps 
_____     _____ Cell Phones/Chromebooks 
_____     _____ Conduct of Band Members 
_____     _____ Concerts/Parades/Trips 
_____     _____ Dress Code – Concert Dress 
_____     _____ Equipment 
_____     _____ Expenses 
_____     _____ Facilities – Rehearsal/Instrument/Practice Rooms  
_____     _____ Food/Gum/Candy/Drinks 
_____     _____ Football Games/Pep Rallies 
_____     _____ General Expectations 
_____     _____ Grading 
_____     _____ Non-Participation by Band Members 
_____     _____ Rehaearsals 
_____     _____ SOCIAL MEDIA 
_____     _____ Uniforms 
 
 
 



Parent/Student UIL Marching Band 
Acknowledgment Form 

 
No student may be required to attend practice for marching band for more than eight hours of 
rehearsal outside the academic school day per calendar week (Sunday through Saturday).  This 
provision applies to students in all components of the marching band. 
 
On performance days (football games, competitions and other public performances) bands may 
hold up to one additional hour of warm-up and practice beyond the scheduled warm-up time at 
the performance site.  Multiple performances on the same day do not allow for additional 
practice and/or warm-up time. 
 
Examples of activities subject to the UIL Marching Band Eight Hour Rule: 

• Marching band rehearsal (both full band and components) 
• Any marching band group instructional activity 
• Breaks 
• Announcements 
• Debriefing and viewing marching band videos 
• Playing off marching band music 
• Marching band sectionals (both director and student led) 
• Clinics for the marching band or any of its components 

 
The Following Activities Are Not Included In The Eight Hour Time Allotment: 

• Travel time to and from rehearsals and/or performances 
• Rehearsal set-up time 
• Pep rallies, parades, and other public performances 
• Instruction and practice for music activities other than marching band   

and its components 
 
NOTE: An extensive Q&A for the Eight Hour Rule for Marching Band can be found on  

the Music Page of the UIL Web Site at www.uil.texas.edu. 
 
“We have read and understand the Eight Hour Rule for Marching Band as stated above and agree 
to abide by these regulations.” 
 
 
Student Signature ____________________________________ Date _________________ 
 
 
Parent Signature ______________________________________ Date _________________ 
 

 
 

This form needs to be filled out by incoming Freshman and new members only. 
Once it is on file, a new form does not need to be filled out annually. 

 
 
 
 

Student Name ______________________________________ 
    Please print legibly 

Student Name ___________________________ 
Graduation Year ___________   



Show even more support for your student 
by being a part of the 

  

GROESBECK BAND BOOSTERS 
 

Monthly meetings are held  
on the second Monday of each month at 6:00 pm. 

 
Information provided on this form will be conveyed to the  

Band Booster officers for further contact. 
 
 

Name: ____________________________________ 
Phone: ___________________________ home / cell 
E-mail address: _____________________________ 

 
I am willing to help: 
 
_____ Ironing uniforms 
_____ Help with meals for away games 
_____ Concession stand 
_____ Bus chaperone  
  (away games and contests) 
_____ Field equipment help at FB games 
_____ Marching contest hosts 
  (concessions, ticket gate, parking monitor) 
 

Get Band Booster updates and reminders by joining our  
Remind text message group:  Text ‘@gisdbb’ to 81010 to join. 

OR ‘Like’ on us on Facebook:  Groesbeck Band Boosters. 
Also ‘Like’ the Groesbeck ISD Bands page as well. 



 
Parent Meeting 

to discuss  
Spring Band Trip 

 
Monday, August 8th 

6:00 PM 
 

High School 
Auditorium 


