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Velma’s Very own
Living Legend

Written by Emma Childress

When talking about Ms. Romine,
there are a variety of different
words used to describe her. You
will probably hear; angel,
teacher, supporter, and friend.
She was always a shoulder to
lean on. Ms. Romine has taught
at this very highschool since
1982. From the graduating class
of 1998, Courtney Folsom says,
“Ms. Romine made history

Engaging. She was a great
storyteller and we learned so
many interesting stories from
history. While she was tough,
she earned our respect. We
always knew that she cared
about us.” When asked why she
wanted to be a teacher, Ms.
Romine herself says, “ From 7th
grade I wanted to be a teacher. I
wanted kids to

learn about our past. I had
excellent teachers who inspired
me -- Mrs. Wood, Mrs. Beamer,
Mrs. Prater, Pat Watson, and
Coach Pruitt.” Ms. Romine did
what she hoped to do. While
teaching us about our past, she
also taught us about life. She is
said to be the type of teacher
that changes your life. Ms.
Romine is and forever will be,
one of the greats.

The Race is on
Written by Abby Childress

Cross country has been having a great
year. Coach Loveall had something to say
about the progress of the team this
season. “We went to Cameron on Friday,
September 10. Just girls, they competed
very well. There were 110 runners, total. I
feel like we’re improving each week but
still have a ways to go.

This week we will go to Anadarko with the
highschool and junior high. We were 6th
out of the 12 teams competing. We were
missing Cayman, Jessie and Mallory Foster.
So I feel ok with the finish with 3 missing
scores.” Both teams have had an excellent
year so far. VA is proud of our XC teams!



The Texas
Heartbeat Bill

Written by Lainey Dickerson

There has been much turmoil and
controversy surrounding the new Texas
Heartbeat bill. So much so, that there have
been many rumors and myths spread about
the newly established law already. The fairly
new bill was enacted May 19 of 2021, but did
not commence until September 1, 2021.
Senate Bill 8 (SB 8), more commonly known
as the Texas Heartbeat bill, bans the
termination of any pregnancy as soon as any
cardiac activity is detectable, or in simpler
terms, when a heartbeat can be heard, which
is usually around 6 weeks.

As expected, the law received instant
feedback, good and bad, from all crowds.
Some argue that the law is “unconstitutional,”
and that it violates Roe v. Wade. Roe v. Wade
was a landmark decision of the U.S. Supreme
Court in which the court ruled that the
Constitution of the United States protected a
pregnant woman’s right to choose to have an
abortion without immoderate government
restriction. Others celebrate the fact that a
child’s life is no longer optional or determined
by their mother’s own choice.

As a result of this volatile debate, false
information has begun circulating among
audiences; such as, private citizens can sue a
woman for having an abortion. This law does
not allow for a woman receiving an abortion
to be sued. The only people who can be sued
under SB 8 are those who perform an
abortion, or aid in helping obtain an abortion,
such as by providing financial assistance.

Another myth is that the law prevents
women from receiving life-saving care
needed from pregnancy complications. SB 8
specifically provides an exception for when
the mother’s life is at risk, but documentation
must be provided by her doctor in order to
prove the mother’s condition.

Another common misconception is
that a rapist can sue and be awarded $10,000
if his victim has an abortion. The Texas
Heartbeat Law states that this is not allowed
under section 171.207.

While some state that there is no
“heartbeat” at 6 weeks and that there is just
“cardiac activity,” this is simply not true.
Although the heart is not fully developed until
around the 10th week of pregnancy, the heart
actually starts beating and pumping blood in
the earliest stages of heart development,
around 21-24 days post-conception.

And finally, that by allowing the law to
remain in effect, the Supreme Court of the
United States ignored precedent and
overturned Roe v. Wade. The 5 Justices who
wrote the majority opinion for the denial of the
emergency request to block the law, made
clear that they were not making any kind of
statement on the constitutionality of the law.
The request they were responding to was for a
temporary stay on the law, while their lawsuits
over constitutionality were pending in lower
courts. The Justices determined that the
applicants did not meet the legal qualifications
to have their stay granted. The majority opinion
in no way settled the case and left open the
possibility for the future legal challenges,
following proper legal proceedings.

We must remember that while this
chaos ensues, we must stand strong and
overcome our differences and opposing views,
in order to repair our broken nation. We must
find common ground and learn to get along
with each other, even if we don’t think the
same. This is imperative for our country,
because if we do not come together, who
knows what will become of the United States.



Funding For Velma’s
Favorite

Written by Olivia McGuire

Ms. Romine, also known as Velma’s very own
living legend, has gone through obstacle after
obstacle this year, as she has faced time in the
hospital, numerous doctors appointments, time
off of work and now ovarian cancer. Since this
woman has cared for a vast number of students
in her decades of teaching, the school itself sees
that the only option is to step in and care for
her, as well. What would typically be known as
Pink Out has taken a bit of a different look this
year, combining pink as well as teal, the color for
ovarian cancer. The week of October 4th
through the 8th will feature a plethora of
different fundraisers and activities in support of
the woman mentioned above.

On Monday, October 4th, the Beta Club will make
their rounds on the VA campus, selling bracelets for
cancer awareness. The following day, Beta club, in
addition to Student Council, encourages the town of
Velma to enjoy a meal, or maybe two, at Nichols, as a
portion of the proceeds will also go toward our overall
funds for Joanne. On Wednesday, your admission to
the Palace theater will be given to her as well, on top
of Johnny’s in Duncan donating their proceeds on
Thursday night. There will also be a bake sale during
the duration of these festivities, located in Mrs.
Herring's room. The student body asks that members
of the community show up to each of the events that
are planned, and give back to the woman who has
given so much to Velma.

The Bruise you till the buzzer sounds Comets

Written by Tristan Wainscott

The Comet football team has started off the
2021 football season with a bang. After playing
Empire, Maysville, and Tipton the Comets stand
firm with a record of 3-0. On both sides of the
ball, the comets are looking “dominant and
unstoppable '' as a 7 News reporter quoted after
last week's game. The Comets are far from
where they want to be, but they are on the right
path. Head Coach, Randy Norton, was quoted as

saying, “Our goal is to improve every week,
and never stop getting better.” The
Velma-Alma football team’s motto this
year is “outwork everyone.” After three
games, the Comets have shown nothing
less than that. They go back to work this
week with another tough game on the
road. The Comets play Snyder this Friday
at 7:00 p.m.



Lady Comet
Softball

Written by Katie Barton

The Lady Comets get into the
middle of their season, which is the
biggest part of the season, with lots
of games and many chances to
shine. They have 6 games, one
tournament, districts, and regionals
in September and in the beginning
of October to reach their goal of
playing in the state tournament.
The Lady Comets went undefeated
on their home field for the second
season in a row. The Comets
started September off at Central
with a win. A few days later, they
went to Wayne and played Wayne
and A -  ranked Vanoss team. The
Comets won 13-1 against Wayne.
The Comets biggest inning was the
third inning with everyone having a
solid hit 1-9 in the lineup.

The Comets took down Vanoss in
walkoff fashion when Ally Smith
brought in Addy Smith. Then, the
Comets go to a big Sterling
tournament with high ranked
teams. The first game Comets
pulled Stonewall and VA got the
win by playing solid defense and
finding ways to get on and score.
September 14th, they faced
Elmore City and had a hard time
getting base hits. In the 5th
inning, the Comets got runners on
base and freshman Emma Minor
got a great hit and scored two. In
the sixth inning, the Comets
finally adjusted to the pitcher and
started finding gaps and scoring
lots of runs. They end up winning
13-3. September 16th, VA had
their last home game of the
season against Ringling. The
Comets just needed three outs in
the top of the seventh, but the
Lady Devils tied it up so they
forced the bottom of the seventh.

The Comets get the last chance at
the top of their lineup.  Katie
Barton got on base. Kassidee
Thompson got a perfect bunt and
moved Katie to second. With one
out, Addy Smith took the first
pitch and second pitch. Coach
Hunt eventually called a fake
bunt. Katie stole and was the
winning run with a score of 5-4.
The last regular season game for
the Comets was at Waurika which
was a three inning game. The bats
were hot for the Comets. Some
big plays of the game were Katie
having a great catch in center,
Makenna hitting a two run
homerun and Shain hitting a
grand slam. The Lady Comets
won, 23-0. The Lady Comets start
playoffs Wednesday the 22nd at
Wayne.

Velma -
Alma Beta

club
Written by Sterling

Hoggard

The beta club now
has 58 official
members as well as 5
elected officers.
Joseph Davis will be
serving as President,

Olivia McGuire as
Vice President,
Sterling Hoggard as
Secretary, Rolando
Perez as Reporter,
and Mackayla
Womack as
Treasurer. The Beta
Club will be
participating in
several service
projects this year
including Trunk or

Treat, Food Bank,
Clothes Closet, and
Teal out with which
we will be
collaborating with
Student Council.
We are looking
forward to a great
year for our Beta
members as they
serve their
community!

.



Impacts of music on
children

Written by Natalie Dickerson

“Music has healing power. It has the ability to take
people out of themselves for a few hours.” - Elton John
Music is one of the few things in this world that can
bring people of all ages, races, cultures, and
backgrounds together. It’s universal capabilities include
expressing emotion in a way words could never,
inspiring uneasy souls, and even bringing the sickest of
all to dance. However, while these effects are seen on
a worldwide scale, these same effects can be seen in
Velma’s very own third and fourth grade music class.

I have had the pleasure of interning alongside
OU Marching Band alumni, Matthew Lucas, in his
elementary music class and have seen the effects
music can have on children first hand. Not only do
they get to challenge their minds in only the way
music can, but express themselves through singing and
dancing as well. The moment it is time to stand up and
sing, almost every student, from the class clown to the
quietest kid in the room, can be heard singing at the
top of their lungs, not worrying about the notes they
missed or what others are thinking.

Not only does music serve as a form of
expression, but it also activates every subsystem of the
brain, allowing mental growth in concentration and
motivation. Just the act of playing music for a child in
the womb builds neural bridges, which processes
thoughts and information.

While these third and fourth graders in class obviously
aren’t children in the womb, these are still kids of
young ages with developing brains that can highly
benefit from the effects of music.

While I have seen some of these fourth graders'
love for music through their physical actions, they
were also able to verbalize their love for music in an
insightful interview. “I like music because it is fun. My
favorite part is playing games in class to test our music
skills,” says fourth grader, Luke Richardson. “I like music
because I get to learn a lot of stuff. My favorite part
would have to be the singing,” quotes music lover,
Kingston Melburn. “My favorite part of class is when
we get to sing because you get to hear your voice
sounding good,” states P.J. Leonhart. All these kids
then stated that because of Mr. Lucas and his music
class, they are now planning to either play an
instrument or participate in choir once they enter
middle school.

Seeing the process of growth and
development from the beginning of school to now
has not only inspired me, but shown the effects of
music firsthand. Thanks to the environment provided
by Mr. Lucas, where they can express themselves and
challenge their minds, these kids have discovered their
love for the art of music and have begun to include
this passion into their future plans. We cannot wait to
see what this new passion leads to for these kids.

*If you would like to see these passionate kids in their
element, they will have their first public performance in
honor of Veterans’ Day on November 11 at 9:30 a.m. in
the Gymnasium.*



New Staff in comet country
Written by Kennedy McGuire

As the new school year
continues, we have add ons to
our faculty. The first new
member we would like to
introduce you to is Coach
Wright. Kaydee recently
graduated from Oklahoma
Baptist University, and this is
her first year being a teacher, as
well as a coach. She teaches
middle school geography, P.E.
coach for the kindergarten
class, and is the

assistant girls high school basketball
coach. When asked what her favorite
thing about coaching is, she said,
“Getting to help kids get better at
what they love.” We are so excited to
have Coach Wright be a part of our
school and community.

The next teacher we would like to
recognize is Brayden Harris, also
known as the Bearded Wonder.
Brayden graduated from Comanche

high school in 2016. Mr. Harris
teaches Computers at Velma and
also deals with anything
technical. When asked what his
favorite thing about teaching is,
Mr. Harris said, “I like that I get to
prepare my students for what life
throws at you, outside of high
school.” We are so happy to have
such wonderful people join the
Comet Family.

Junior High Football
Written by Keilyn Whitfield

VA vs Empire

During the first quarter none of the
teams had scored a point. In the second
quarter, Empire strikes first with a
touchdown, then Velma scores to make it
8-6 VA. The game started really slow for
both teams. After half-time VA started to
score to make it 40-6 VA.

VA vs waurika

At the start of the game, VA strikes first
with a touchdown. After that touchdown,
VA started to slow just a bit. At the
beginning of the second quarter the
energy started to pick up for the Comets,
but in the middle of the second quarter
they had to stop the game because a
player from VA and from Waurika got
injured. After everything VA picked it up
and won the game 32-14.



Stephens County Free Fair 2021
Written by Sterling Hoggard

We had several Velma-Alma 4H and
FFAmembers attend the annual livestock show at
the 2021 Stephens County Free Fair on August 21st.
All of our members did a great job exhibiting their
livestock and we are so proud of them and their
success at the fair this year!

Sterling Hoggard won Reserve Grand Champion
Market Goat, Reserve Grand Champion Buck, and
was the Champion Senior Goat Showman. Logan
Miller won Breed Champion Crossbred and Reserve
Grand Champion Gilt.  Colt Smith won Breed
Champion Hereford Gilt. Gunner Smith placed 2nd
in Class 1 Berkshires. Greye McPherson won Breed
Champion Chester Gilt. Josie McPherson won Breed
Champion Poland Gilt and Cameron Wiggins
placed 2nd in Class 1 Hampshires, and 3rd in Class 2
Crossbred Barrows.

Comets Leading others
Written by Rolondo Perez

What is Hosa?
HOSA is the future health professionals, formerly
known as Health Occupations Students of America. It
is an international career and technical student
organization endorsed by the U.S. Department of
Education and the Health Science Technology
Education Division of ACTE.  It is headquartered in
Southlake, Texas, and has the largest number of
students to enter the healthcare field, with
membership in the United States. The mission of
HOSA is to enhance the delivery of compassionate,
quality healthcare by providing opportunities for
knowledge, skill and leadership development of all
health science technology students. Therefore ,
helping the student meet the needs of the health
care community. This year Rolando Perez is the

President for the HOSA Club at Red River
Technology Center in Duncan, OK. As the president,
he has to preside over and conduct chapter meetings
according to chapter rules. He also takes a leadership
role in working with other chapter officers in addition
to coordinating activities with chapter advisors, keep
chapter meetings and activities on tasks, appoints
committees and serves as ex-officio member. This
year, Brooklyn Sullivan is the Parliamentarian for the
HOSA Club at Red River Technology Center. As the
Parliamentarian, Brooklyn has to become
knowledgeable about basic parliamentary procedure,
bringing a copy of the president's rules of order,
newly revised to all chapter meetings, and providing
recommendations to the presiding officer regarding
the conduct of chapter meetings.




