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Contact Information

Email: dana.daugharthy@usd257.org

I will do my best to get back to you as soon as possible.  If you email me during the day, I will try to at least

respond by the end of the day.  I may not be able to respond before the end of the school day however.

Course Description:

Physics is a branch of science that attempts to explain how matter interacts with its surroundings.  There are

many different branches of physics, but we will focus mostly on Newtonian mechanics.  In order to do this, this

course will require collaboration with peers, willingness to solve problems, and a hard work ethic (all

characteristics of a great chemist).  Mathematics, particularly algebra, will be used frequently throughout the

course.  Overall, this class is designed for the students to not only gain a deeper understanding of the world of

chemistry, but it is also my intention that you will be able to think like a physicist.

Overall, this class is designed for the students to not only gain a deeper understanding of the world of physics,

but it is also my intention that you will be able to think like a physicist.  In order to emphasize personal thought, I

will ask you to whiteboard your thoughts and findings.  There will also be several times that you want to ask me a

question.  I will probably reply with “I don’t know.  What do you think?”  Of course I know the answer to your

question.  However, the intent of me responding like that is to force you to think for yourself.  This is helping you

think like a scientist!

mailto:dana.daugharthy@usd257.org


Rules:

1. Punctuality
a. Students will show up to class on time with all of their required materials.  Failure to do so will

result in a tardy.
2. Respect

a. Students will not talk while other people are presenting, be positive in both their verbal and
nonverbal communications, and ask questions in a nice way.

3. Integrity
a. Students will exhibit academic honesty and will do their own work.  Failure to do so will vary

based on the severity, but a minimum of 0% on the assignment will be given.
4. Diligence

a. Students will work hard to get their assignments  done.  Due to the  nature of busy schedules,
late work will be graded as follows:

5. Excellence
a. Students will not sleep in class.  They will show maximum effort in everything they do, and they

will strive to learn how to help others.

Materials Needed: (bring to class EVERY day!)

● Pencil and/or pen
● Chromebook
● Composition Book
● DRY ERASE MARKERS!!!  for yourself
● Calculator (scientific) recommended

Grading:

The grade breakdown for the course will be as follows.

● Summarization (Contribution to e-book) - 15%
● Daily work (homework, labs, comp. book, etc) - 15%
● Component Quiz - 10%
● Component Test - 60%



Procedures:

● Composition Books:  This comp book will serve as your daily way to record your work in class. It is
essentially a lab notebook.  The first two pages will be left blank because that will serve as your table of
contents.  The rest of the pages should be titles and provide a page number.  At the end of the unit, the
table of contents needs to be updated.  They will be graded at the end of each unit.  The grade will go in
to the “Daily Work” category.

● Group Website: You will be assigned a group.  In that group, you will be part of a team that will write the
“textbook” for the class.  The textbook will be on a website that your group will be in charge of updating.
Each day, 1-2 students will be assigned as the daily editor.  The daily editor will be in charge of updating
the website for that day.  A rubric will be provided to determine what is expected when you are updating
the website.

● Absent Students:  If you are absent for a day, it is your responsibility to contact Mr. Daugharthy! A
simple email will suffice.  Additionally, please check your group (or another groups) website to see what
we did in class.  If you are gone multiple days, please don’t give up.  I can be very understanding and
accommodating!

● Tardy Students:  Students who have an unexcused tardy will be punished in accordance to the school
rules. The first tardy is a freebie.  The second tardy is recorded, but not detention is given.  The third
tardy is recorded and a 20 minute detention will be awarded.  This detention will be served with Mr.
Daugharthy before school.

● Worksheets:  Homework assignments will be given periodically in this class.  When it is given, it is
expected to be completed and well thought through.  The worksheets will be graded on a pass/fail
system that is based on completion.  Homework will almost always be used to discuss topics in class, so
the correct answer will be provided.

● Component Quizzes:  Each component will have a quiz that is given throughout the unit.  This quiz will
sometimes be informal assessments, but most of them will be formal assessments consisting of one
question.  A grade of 2, 1, or 0 will be awarded for each quiz.  A 2 means that you demonstrated mastery
while a 0 means you did not demonstrate any level of mastery.  A 1 means that you demonstrated some
mastery of the concept.  If you score poorly, then you have the ability to retest on the component quiz,
but you MUST complete this before the unit test.  When you retest, your grade on the retest will replace
the original quiz.

● Tests:  There will be an end of unit assessments. All of the assessments will be graded based on your
ability to show me that you have mastered a component.  The components that you will be assessed on
will be provided at the beginning of every unit.  Some assessments will be lab based.

● Final Exemption:  A student may be exempt from the final day of the semester as long as the following
requirements have been met:  have at least a 80% or higher for the semester and are not missing more
than 2 assignments throughout the entire semester.  At the end of the year, students must also take the
post test before being excused from the final.

● Google Classroom:  Google Classroom will be used to post documents and ask questions in this course.
It is essential that you are on Google Classroom.

● Teacher Availability:  One of my goals as an educator is to make myself available to you.  I know that
chemistry and physics can be a difficult subject, so to help you through it, I have provided several
opportunities for you to get help from me outside of class.  I am available during the following times:

● Seminar (must have a pass!)
● Before School in Classroom @ 7:00
● After School (during winter)
● I can also be available via zoom if you need!


