
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT COURSE SYLLABUS 2015-16 
 

I. Content 
 

A.  TEXTBOOK AND SUPPLIES:  Magruder’s American Government:  Prentice Hall: 2006.  
Bring this to class each day along with pen/pencil, and a notebook spiral or a ring binder 

filled with lined paper.  Also bring a folder with pockets to keep past assignments 

organized.  Your syllabus is considered part of your notebook.  
 

B.  COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Welcome to this exciting, vital and revised course.  We will… 
1. Build on the research, note taking, writing and analysis skills that you have 

been developing. 

2. Forge a better understanding of current and past political events and their 
theoretical and practical relationship to the worlds of international, federal, 

state and local government. 
3. Introduce the student to public oratory. 

4. Introduce the student to performance assessment tasks. 
5. Acquaint the student with the political process and their role in the electoral 

process. 

6. Discussion of current events and the impact in our daily lives. 
7. Prepare student for State assessments.   

 
C. COURSE OUTLINE: 

 

 
 

 
nd Foreign Policy 

 
  

 

Standards 
1. Choices have consequences. 

2. Individuals have rights and responsibilities. 
3. Societies are shaped by beliefs, idea, and diversity. 

4. Societies experience continuity and change over time. 

5. Relationships between people, place, idea, and environments are dynamic. 
 

II. STUDENT WRITTEN RESPONSIBILITIES 
 The student(s) will be able to demonstrate an overall understanding of the five themes to 

the satisfaction of the instructor by meritorious attendance (90%), honest effort and the 

fulfillment of the following student responsibilities: 
 

A. NOTEBOOK:  The notebooks will be checked each nine weeks and are worth 
up to 100 points.  The three following items need to be in the following 

order: 
 

1.  The front of your notebook will include the syllabus so that you will 

be able to find out about your assignments.  10 points per nine weeks. 
 

2.  The first section of your notebook will be for the Bell Ringer 
Activity.  These would include; political cartoon interpretations, open-

ended questions, opinions, court cases, and current events.   These 

should be dated and will be discussed daily.   20 points per nine weeks. 
 

3. The next section of your notebook will be the notes section.  You 
should write more than is on the board.   The more explanation that 



you write the higher the grade for this section will be.  50 points per 
nine weeks. 

 
4.  The final section of your notebook will be a separate ordered 

section of work turned in chronological order.  It should include 
quizzes, tests, essays, projects, and film summaries.  20 points per nine 

weeks. 

 
B.  WORKSHEETS/STUDYGUIDES/ESSAYS: The worksheets will be used for test 

preparation, as well as study guides.  There will be very few study guides or 
worksheets.  Essays will be used to explore analysis and comprehension of the 

material presented.   Performance assessments will also be used to enrich the 

students understanding of the material. 
 

 
C. PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS: A performance assessment is a task that 

requires actual individual and group involvement.  These have been 
described as the old story of the five blind men who have been asked to 

describe what an elephant is.  All had different ideas of what an elephant 

really was.  There will be a number of these assigned throughout the 
semester.  They will be graded by a rubric.   

 
D. TESTS:  In order to measure your short-term memory, quizzes will be given.  

The quizzes will be short multiple choice, true/false, or matching questions.   

Each quiz will be worth a corresponding number of points.  Tests will be 
multiple choice or essay.  Every test will be worth 100 points and will be 

given by chapter or chapters. 
 

E. CURRENT EVENTS:  The start of class each day will be over current events 
four to five students will be responsible for brining in a current event that deals 

with the government.  It can be federal, state or local levels of government.  

This will be part of your grade so be diligent about finding some news about 
what is going on in the world.  A form will be issued to all students on what to 

include in the current event. 
 

III. STUDENT ORATORICAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
 A. COUNTRY REPORTS:  (125 POINTS) after we start school each student 

will choose a world state/nation/country, research it and submit a one page outline 
(worth 15 points) 

Then make a 4-6 minute report (worth 25 points) to the class on the following items 

(worth 5 points each for the 17 items for a total of 85 points) in the following 
required order! 

 
  

1. Give a brief history of the country’s past and it’s present status and 
important leaders.  This should last about two minutes and should hit the 

highlights of the country’s history.  You will find much of this in almanacs and 

encyclopedias.  Also conclude by giving the nations current leader. 
2.   Define the territorial size of your nation by comparing it to the size of the  

U.S.  Compare the square miles each nation has, make a comparison to a State of 
the U.S.  Show its position on a map in relation to the U.S.  By pointing to I.H.S., 

U.S.  And then moving to your chosen country. 

3. Describe the nation’s population and compare that to the population of 
Iola, Allen County, and the U. S. 

4. Describe whether the country is sovereign like the G-8 (Group of Eight…. 



U.S. Canada, U.K., France, Germany, Italy, Japan, and Russia) and other 
industrialized nations, or only semi-autonomous like the Palestinian State. 

 Display a replica of its flag and describe the meaning of its colors and 
symbols.  Categorize this country as FIRST WORLD (wealthy, technological-

service, industrial oriented economies where the average person earns $ 10,000 per 
year).  SECOND WORLD newly developed N.I.C.’s and/or ex-Soviet Bloc nations 

earning between $ 3,000- $ 10,000 per capita per year.).  THIRD WORLD mostly 

agrarian, sub-assembly, primitive economies averaging less than $3,000 per capita 
income. 

 
5. Describe the theory or theories of origin used in the creation of your nation 

(refer to Chapter1).  A nation might have begun as a divine right theory and 

slowly became democratized.  The theories to choose from were discussed in class in 
Chapter 1.  The theories are: divine right, social contract, evolution and force.  

Which theory or multiple theories apply to your nation? 
 

6. Describe the power distribution (see notes and chapter 1). Is your nation; 
unitary with all power at a single seat, a confederation between many local 

governments, federal with both a central and state/provincial governments?  Is it one 

of these in name only, but in practice another. 
 

7. Does your nation use the parliamentary, monarchy, presidential system? 
(See notes and chapter 1). Do they have multiple positions? President/Prime 

Minister, president only, a monarchy?  Name these people and your best guess on 

who has the executive power in the nation. 
 

8. Can people vote (universal suffrage)? What ages are eligible?  If they claim to 
be a democracy is everyone equal or are some more equal than others as in a 

dictatorship?  Are they a Republic? ….a combination? 
 

9.  Describe the type of economic theory your nation follows.  What is the 

relationship between the government and the economy?  Choices you can make are 
Communist, Capitalist Socialist or a mixture of systems.  

 
10. Give the per capita income of a country. Usually expressed as GDP/per capita 

(this tells us what the average citizen makes in the nation you are researching). Next 

find out the nation’s ranking in the world economy. 
 

USING THE SAME SOURCE FROM #10 GIVE THE FOLLOWING: 
  

 

11. Literacy rate, total population and male/female split.   
12. The life expectancy rate, total population and male/female split. 

13. The infant mortality rate. Usually expressed as deaths per/1000.  20/1000. 
14. The rate of natural increase.  (What percentage is their population growing per 

year?)These are all good indicators of a nation's wealth, compassion, and status in 
the world community. Comment on how you interpret this population statistic. 

15. Percentage of people in the population with HIV.  Is this reflected in Numbers 

12, 13 and 14? 
16.  Your opinion of this country’s economic and political stability in the world. 

 
17.  Has this country recently appeared in the news of the world, if so how (cite 

the incident or incidents), if not how come? Your best guess why? 

 
You may read from your outline, which will include at least three sources.  This 

must be listed on your outline.  You may use, poster board, slides, transparencies, the 
Smartboard, and handouts, for extra points.  Relax and do your reasonable best in 



helping us discover how world political and economic systems work in our complex and 
changing world. 

Questions from these reports will show up on chapter test s, this should insure 
that you will have the attention of the class.  Notes that all class members 

should take from each report; 
 

1. The country’s title. 

2. The country’s current leader. 
3. The country’s participation, Democratic, Totalitarian? 

4. The country’s economic system.  
5.  The country’s possible future in the world, economically, politically, 

militarily.  

 
IV. GOVERNMENT IN ACTION 

You will be required to visit one school board meeting for one hour during the 
first semester. Your visit will be followed up by a two page paper describing the 

government meeting, what action was taken, what issues were at stake, what 
members seem to be: strong, weak, listeners, talkers, leaders and followers.  

The school board meets once a month and the meetings will be announced on 

the chalkboard at least two weeks before the meeting. 
 

V. EXTRA CREDIT 
 

1. Extra credit may be completed after each test.  A student can earn up to 20 

points per extra credit but, only one extra credit assignment per test 
will be accepted.  They must be typed and handed in within one week 

after a test is handed back!   NO EXCEPTIONS! 
 

A. EDITORIALS:  Most newspapers Kansas City Star, Iola Register, and 
online pages have an editorial/opinion page as part of their publication.  

Your assignment is to cut out the editorial or if using online material 

print attach this to your critique of the editorial.  To critique the editorial, 
first summarize (in your own words) the article, label it as liberal, 

moderate or conservative and then give your opinion as to whether you 
support the author or not.  You must give reasons for your support or 

lack of support. 

B. POLITICAL CARTOONS: These are also found on the editorial pages or 
online.  You should follow the same process as the editorials.  Another 

idea for those so inclined you may draw a political cartoon with, the 
reasoning for the cartoon as a substitute for the critique.  ONLY 

CURRENT CARTOONS WILL BE ACCEPTED!   1-WEEK TIME 

LIMIT. 
C. POLITICAL MUSIC: Music buffs, you may tape songs with political 

content, or print the lyrics with political content.  Please identify the 
group and the songwriter.  Follow the instructions for the editorial and 

critique the music. 
 

VI. POLICY AND PROCEDURE 

 
A. GRADING:  You determine your grade by the effort and the work you put 

forth.  The grade will be determined by your number of points divided by the 
total number of points possible.  I do not use a curve since major tests are 

essays.  I do not round up!  Your percentage is your percentage period. 

  
B.  LATE OR MAKEUP ASSIGNMENTS: There will be no late work accepted unless 

the student is ill or on a school function on the due date.   Do the work assigned 
and stay up with the class.  This class is a requirement for graduation.  


