
WHEN SHOULD MY CHILD STAY HOME FROM SCHOOL DUE TO 

ILLNESS? 

 

Parents should keep their child home from school because of an illness or a condition that 

could be passed on to other children.  Although no comprehensive list is possible, the 

Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE) requires exclusion from school 

for certain conditions.  We recommend exclusion for other illnesses to help prevent the 

spread of illness in the schools.  A student should be excluded from school for any of the 

following conditions: 

 

 Temperature of 100 degrees or more.  Your child should stay at home until fever 

free for 24 hours without the use of medications like Tylenol. 

 Vomiting and/or Diarrhea.  The students should stay home until 24 hours after the 

last episode. 

 Rash that is undiagnosed.  KDHE recommends that your child see a physician 

before coming to school with a rash that is undiagnosed.  Certain rashes are 

contagious and require exclusion from school. 

 Persistant cough, chest congestion, discolored nasal drainage, severe earache, or 

severe sore throat. 

 Pink eye.  This is a red, swollen eye that has pus-like drainage.  The student may 

return to school 24 hours after beginning antibiotic treatment.  Children should be 

instructed to keep their hands away from eyes and to wash hands thoroughly. 

 Chicken pox.  The student may return to school after the last poxes have scabbed 

over, usually 6 days after the onset of the rash. 

 Strep Throat. The student may return 24 hours after the first dose of antibiotic 

treatment if fever free. 

 Impetigo.  Student may return 24 hours after beginning antibiotic treatment if 

there is no pus-like drainage. Children should be instructed to keep hands away 

from the sores and to wash hands thoroughly. 

 Head lice.  Student may return after treatment with lice shampoo or other 

prescribed treatment.  KDHE recommends that all nits be removed prior to 

returning. 

 Ringworm. Student may return to school after treatment has begun, but should not 

participate in athletic activities involving skin-to-skin contact until skin lesions 

are completely healed. 

 Scabies. Student may return to school the day after treatment has begun.  

 
With the cold and flu season upon us, please remind children to wash hands thoroughly 

and frequently and keeps hands away from their faces.  This is the best way to prevent the 

spread of illness.  Thank you for your cooperation in keeping our school kids healthy. 

 

Jacki Chase, RN, BSN                                      Kim Peterson, RN, BSN 

USD 257 Nurse                                                 USD 257 Nurse 

 


