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Online Enrollment Is 

Now 

Open! 

 
USD 257 has 

moved to an 

“online enrollment” format starting  July 22nd.  

Parents will be able to enroll students based 

on their time frame rather than the schools.  

USD 257 is looking to save paper and time all 

the while giving parents more convenience.  

The online enrollment platform is called Locus 

and was developed by Reflective Group based 

in Baldwin City, Kansas.  

Iola Elementary Classrooms 
Pilot Alternative Seating 
21st Century Classrooms 

First Grade teachers Mrs. Linn 

and Mrs. Maness and 4th grade 

teacher Scott Riebel are piloting 

21st Century seating in their 

classrooms.  Students will be 

offered seating options that pro-

vide some physical activity 

while students are engaged in 

learning.  Research shows that 

physical activity improves class-

room behaviors, attitudes and 

time on task.   
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“This has been well received by parents in other school districts in Kansas” 

commented Jack Koehn, Superintendent of Schools for USD 257.  “….and 

it is a chance for us to become more efficient in getting students enrolled for 

school.  All USD 257 students will use the online enrollment process, Pre-K-

12”   

For those parents that do not have access to technology the USD 257 Dis-

trict Office will have several computers available and staff to help complete 

the enrollment process.  District Office business hours are M-F 8 am-4 pm. 

It is also anticipated that computers located at the Iola Public Library will 

also be available in the evenings for the purpose of online enrollment 

please contact them for hours and access requirements. 

“We have information and tutorials available for those that need them.  All 

those resources and the link to our online enrollment application are availa-

ble on our district homepage www.usd257.org.  If you have questions con-

tact the District Office” said Koehn.  Support is available between the hours 

of 8 am—9 pm by dialing (785)-594-1110. 

“The key is for everyone to “create a new account” when you start the pro-

cess.  Everyone is going to be a first-time user to the Locus system and 

they do not have an account.  If people will create a new account they will 

get off to a good start”  added Koehn. 
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MARV– Meals And Reading 
Vehicle 

USD 257 Iola has found an inno-

vative way to add new sites to its 

Summer Meal Program.  We have retro-fitted a school bus recently taken 

out of service and added tables and food storage areas to provide meals 

in under-served areas of the district.  This new meal-providing vehicle 

even has a name: MARV which stands for Meals And Reading Vehicle. 

MARV is also the name of the Iola Mustang mascot.   

Increasing the number of children participating in the Summer Meal Pro-

gram was the “driving force” behind the chow bus idea.  USD 257 has 

been able to reach kids in neighboring towns of Gas and LaHarpe as well 

as other areas of Iola that are not within walking distance of current meal 

sites. 

Mr. Charles Kerr and his 

Vo-Ag students turned 

the traditional bus seats 

into dinette seating and 

Mr. Cody Hagar and his 

Industrial Arts students 

created tables for the 

dinettes.  The bus can 

feed up to 32 students at 

one time.  The outside of 

the bus was painted by 

Ms. Amy Shannon’s Art 

students.  Scott Stanley 

and his Maintenance Crew also provided invaluable support. This collab-

orative effort was organized and promoted by USD 257 Director of Child 

Nutrition Services, Kathy Koehn.  “We are excited about the possibilities 

of providing meals in areas of our district that have been under-served for 

so long,” explained Koehn.   

Koehn is also adding 

an academic element 

to the experience by 

providing books for 

students to take home.  

“We wanted to provide 

an added service for 

the kids while we were 

already in the area,” 

added Koehn.  “This 

seemed like a natural 

fit.” 

MARV has been in op-
eration since June 1 
and will continue through August 5th.  Meals provided during the Summer 
Meal Program are free to any child ages 1-18.  For more information 
about the Summer Meal Program contact Kathy Koehn, Nutrition and 
Wellness Coordinator for USD 257 at 620-365-4700 or 
kathy.koehn@usd257.org 

Mobile Lunch Room 
Key to Summer Meal 
Expansion 



Regional Rural Tech Center in 
LaHarpe - Classes 
Begin This Fall 
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With generosity of Ray Maloney and the per-

sistence of area school officials and college 

presidents, the Regional Rural Technology 

Center is going to happen.  Fort Scott Com-

munity College has committed to teach 3 

courses in the Construction Skills pathway 

next Fall at the former Diebolt Lumber Prop-

erty just south and east of LaHarpe.  Classes 

begin Aug. 22nd. 

 

Numerous supporters attended an Open 

House last April 25th, organized by Thrive Allen County, to get a first 

hand look at the possibilities that exist for students to take CTE offerings 

at the former lumberyard. 

 

“The facilities and the loca-

tion are perfect for this 

type of tech center”, com-

mented Jack Koehn, USD 

257 Superintendent.  “Ray 

Maloney deserves so 

much credit for his gener-

osity...allowing this dream 

to be a reality.  There are 

still a lot of issues and hur-

dles to overcome….but we will get there”.   

 

Area schools that form the 

backbone of this project are 

Marmaton Valley, Uniontown 

and Iola.  Other area districts 

that have shown interest are 

Chetopa-St. Paul, Erie and 

Crest.  Fort Scott Community 

College along with Allen County 

Community College are collabo-

rating on this project as well.   

 

“It depends on what programs 

we can offer as to the participation of other districts” said Koehn.  

“Everyone has differ-

ent needs….but we 

had to start some-

where and Construc-

tion Skills seemed 

like a logical first 

choice.”  

 



Football Stadium Facelift 
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With the tremendous fundraising efforts put forth by Donna Houser the 

Football Stadium facility at Riverside Park is getting a much needed 

facelift.  Work on the stadium began earlier in the summer with crews 

focusing on drainage issues.  New plumbing fixtures, paint and concrete 

have now been completed as well.  An Open House has been sched-

uled for Saturday morning, August 20th at 8:30 am which is being held 

in conjunction with an Iola High School Football team scrimmage. 

1:1 Chromebook Initiative 
Moves Forward at High 
School 

At the start of the 2016-17 school year every student in grades 6-12 

will have access to their own Chromebook.  Middle school students 

had that opportunity last school year as full implementation of the 1:1 

Chromebook program was done at Iola Middle School.  This school 

year will be the first year for full implementation of the 1:1 program at 

Iola High School.   

High school students 

will be able to take 

their computer lap-

tops home every 

evening as opposed 

to middle school stu-

dents who leave their 

machines at school.  

Textbooks and other instructional resources are now online allowing 

teachers to rethink instructional methods and delivery and giving stu-

dents enhanced learning opportunities.   

3 years of planning and preparation have led to this milestone for 

USD 257.  “Increasing technology for both students and teachers was 

one of goals for the district” stated Jack Koehn, Superintendent of 

Schools for USD 257.  “But technology is not something that has a 

finish line.  You can’t sit back and say you are ever “done”.  It has to 

be an on-going commitment to ultimately be successful.  That commit-

ment also encompasses multiple things, hardware, infrastructure, pro-

fessional development, engaging software and tech support….all 

those components must be there.  We have a tremendous technology 

department that understands all those components very well.” added 

Koehn.  

If you have any questions 

pertaining to the Chrome-

book initiative feel free to 

contact Brett Linn, the USD 

257 Technology Director @ 

620-365-4700 or 

brett.linn@usd257.org. 
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Upcoming Events 

 

July 22-Aug. 5th- 

Online Enrollment 

Aug. 17-19 - USD 

257 Employee Bene-

fits Enrollment in HS 

Commons 

Aug. 22 

Regional Rural Tech 

Center Classes Begin 

Aug. 23 

Open House—All 

Schools 

Aug. 24 - 

First Day of Classes 

for Pre-K-5th and 9th 

Aug. 25 - 

First Day of Classes 

for 6th-8th, 10th-12th 

Sept. 5 

Labor Day—No 

School 

Sept. 12 

First Day for Safe 

Base 

Sept. 30 

Fall Homecoming 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MANE STREAM 

July,  2016 

Iola USD #257 Newsletter                                       Issue:07 

Used with KASB permission 

KS State Board of Education 

Launches New Initiative 

Why is a new direction needed?  

 Within four years, it is estimated 71 percent of all jobs 

in Kansas will require some post-secondary education. 

After a decade of intense, test-driven student achieve-

ment, the percentage of Kansans seeking a post-

secondary degree has not changed much.  

 Kansans say while academics are important, students 

need non-academic skills, such as conscientiousness, 

to succeed. During Commissioner Watson’s numerous 

town hall meetings found that Kansans across the 

board —parents, teachers, students and business 

leaders — believe more attention should be devoted to 

helping students learn how to cooperate and become 

good citizens and members of the community.  

  What do Kansans say is needed to get the education 

system we want? Based on Watson's community con-

versations, Kansans said they wanted:  

  Quality pre-school, including all-day kindergarten;  

 A shift in school culture so the pursuit of a technical 

education or a two-year degree is highly valued;   

 Counselors and social workers focused on helping 

students explore career paths and develop individual 

plans of study;  

 More opportunities for students to learn real-world ap-

plications in businesses;  

 The integration of community service as part of educa-

tion.  

 How will we get there?  

 Reorganizing schools around student needs and en-

suring that our resources are efficiently used. Local 

school boards have and will design systems tailored to 

meet local needs and provide the necessary accounta-

bility to ensure funds are spent wisely.  

 Engaging community leaders to reach consensus on 

the role of schools and how to fund them. This will re-

quire new partnerships and discussions that may chal-

lenge the traditional way we think of education.  

 Examining other states to see if there are better ways 

to approach certain education issues, while also recog-

nizing what works well in Kansas  


