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Lexia Reading 

Program Making an 

Impact 

 
USD 257 

students are 

benefiting from a 

new reading program called Lexia.  In grades 

Pre-K through 5 students log-in to their 

personalized, computer-based learning path 

that covers 6 areas of reading.  This program 

provides immediate corrective feedback and 

multiple levels of scaffolding.   

New Year’s Resolution =  
High School Diploma 

Crossroads Virtual Learning 
Center 

If you know someone that has been putting off 

finishing high school….please let them know 

that there is no better time than now to get it 

done.  USD 257 Crossroads Virtual Learning Center can enroll adults 

today who are looking for those last few credits in order to graduate.  

There is no need to wait until August rolls around again.  You can 

make good on that New Year’s Resolution right away.  Call Iola High 

School (620) 365- 4715 and ask about the adult program at Cross-

roads Virtual Learning Center. 
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“But what is really valuable is the data provided to teachers who translate 

that into specific lesson plans for direct instruction for individual students.” 

commented Brad Crusinbery, 5th and 6th 

Grade Principal.   

“Each student can be taught individual les-

sons based on the reading skills they need to 

improve on.”  he added.  This added support 

for teachers has been a huge benefit for stu-

dents who have gaps in skills needed to read 

and comprehend.   

The reports generated by Lexia are clear and 

easy to understand for parents and teachers 

alike.  

“We use it in the regular classroom, our Title 

Reading programs and Lexia is currently be-

ing utilized by the Safe Base After School 

Program as part of their academic component.” said Jack Koehn, Superin-

tendent of Schools.   

“Every student who reaches the end of their current grade-level in Lexia will 

get a Lexia t-shirt our teachers designed.  I hope every student through 5th 

grade gets one”  added Koehn.  “That would mean all our elementary stu-

dents would be reading at grade-level”.   
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5th grader Abigail Hirt gets her shirt! 



It is now possible to search 

the library catalogs of any 

school library in USD 257 

thanks to Alexandria Library 

Software and the USD 257 

Technology Dept.   

Students, teachers, and the 

general public can browse 

the online school library cata-

logs from any location that is 

connected to the internet.  With the upgrade to Alexandria Library Software 

schools have their entire catalog collections of books available online. 

Go to www.usd257.org and click on Schools.  Click on a school and select the 

Library button on the left hand side and browse by author, title, subject, se-

ries, all words, award winners, most popular, or e-books.   
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Weather Related School Closings-
Where to Tune-In 

As winter starts to get ugly and the threat of 

weather related school closings gets great-

er, it would be a good time to remind parents 

not only where to get school closing infor-

mation but also about the process in gen-

eral. 

1) Student safety is our first concern.  Can students get to school safely 

either by bus, car or walking?  Not only will snow and ice be a factor 

but also dangerous wind chills. 

2) We try to make an appropriate decision as soon as possible.  If we 

can call off school the night before...we will.  It is very difficult to pre-

dict the weather. 

3) We will use all the options available to have students in school safely.  

That means if a “late start” option makes the most sense….we will 

utilize it.  Or, if weather is quickly deteriorating and we have to re-

lease early to get students home safely...we will do that as well.  

Please make contingency plans that make the most sense for your 

family in case of weather related school closings.  

There are several sources of information about school closings : 

1) Parents will receive a School Messenger telephone call from the Su-

perintendent informing them about the closing. 

2) Local radio stations KIKS 101.5 FM and 1370 AM KIOL 

3) KOAM Channel 7 and Fox 14 TV Stations 

4) SchoolWay APP for smartphones 

5) USD 257 Website and Facebook pages 

Access School Library Catalogs 
From Home….or Anywhere  



USD 257 Strategic Plan  

Under Construction 

The Iola Rotary Club made a 

generous $5,000 donation to 

USD 257 for the purchase a semi

-trailer moving van to help get 

Iola School Bands to their varied 

destinations more efficiently.   

“The Iola Rotary Club is and has 

always been a strong supporter 

of the community and education related projects within the communi-

ty.  Currently the Iola Bands are doing amazing things under the direction of 

Matt Kleopfer and we wish to contribute to the furtherance of this success.”  

said Bob Hawk from the Iola Rotary Club as he presented the $5,000 check 

to Matt Kleopfer. 

Rotary Helps 
Iola Bands 
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Over 60 people com-

prised of parents, teach-

ers, administrators, board 

members, community 

and business leaders and 

senior citizens were invit-

ed to participate in help-

ing develop USD 257’s 

Strategic Plan.  This 

group formed the Strate-

gic Plan Committee and developed a draft plan with 5 target areas.  Bart 

Swartz and Steve Parsons of Greenbush helped facilitate two days of 

meetings in October and November with this group which led to the fol-

lowing targets: 

1) Improve Student Engagement in Academics and Activities with 

an Emphasis on Enhancing Soft-Skills and Personal Responsi-

bility  

2) Improve School, Parent and Community Partnerships 

3) All Students will be College and Career Ready 

4) Develop a Plan for Improving and Maintaining Facilities that are 

Fiscally Responsible, Structurally Efficient, Educationally 

Adaptive, Safe and Secure and Aesthetically Pleasing 

5) Recruit, Retain and Reward Highly Qualified Staff 

A series of action steps were also developed under all 5 target areas.  

Focus groups of students and parents were also brought in to give input 

on the plan.  Once this process is complete the BOE will approve the 

Strategic Plan which will put in place specific goals to be accomplished 

in the next 3-5 years.   

“I was so impressed with the entire process” commented USD 257 BOE 

President Tony Leavitt.  “To see so many passionate people all trying to 

improve our schools made me feel good as a parent”, added Jennifer 

Coltrane who served on the planning committee. 

Matt Kloepfer with Rotary Members 



Grade-Level Attendance 
Centers 
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After just one semester of grade-level attendance centers Jack Koehn, 

Superintendent of Schools, is ready to declare the move to this new 

concept for Iola an “unqualified success”.   

“We are more efficient educationally and operationally.” said Koehn.  

“We are no longer in competition with each other in terms of elementary 

schools….we can focus solely on doing what is best for all students.  

You can feel the culture change taking place.” he added. 

Moving all 5th grade students to the third floor of the Iola Middle School 

along with the 6th graders was the most controversial part of the plan 

but perhaps has been the biggest suc-

cess.   

“It has been phenomenal for our stu-

dents and teachers.” commented Brad 

Crusinbery, 5th and 6th Grade Principal.  

“The students had no problems making 

the transition.  And as a parent, I loved 

seeing all the 3rd and 4th graders per-

forming together at the Winter Concert.” 

While the transition has helped with 

more room at the elementary schools it 

is not to say that all facility issues were 

addressed with the move.   

“We still have issues with our facilities in 

terms of students with disabilities.” said 

Koehn.  “Accommodating students in 

wheelchairs and appropriate restrooms 

for kids with special needs are still chal-

lenges that we are trying to solve.” 

Parking and traffic around the schools 

has been problematic for decades and 

reconfiguring the school district to grade-

level attendance centers did not alleviate those issues.   

“The shuttle busses have worked really well.”  said Scott Stanley, Trans-

portation Director for USD 257.  “I wish more families would take ad-

vantage of them to ease traffic around the schools during pick-up and 

drop-off.” 

Koehn admits that administrators and teachers are still learning how to 

improve and take full advantage of grade-level attendance centers in 

terms of collaboration and the sharing of resources but adds, 

“This has improved our school district a great deal.  I am more con-

vinced of that everyday. “ 

“This move started 

out on the right foot 

last summer.  Our 

teachers really 

made this happen 

with how hard they 

worked getting their 

things packed up 

and their attitude 

towards the change 

in general.  They 

deserve a lot of the 

credit.”  

Jack Koehn

All 2nd grade 

students in Iola 

performing togeth-

er for the first time 

in a USD 257 

Winter Concert 



 Winter Concerts 

 

USD 257 Iola—Inspiring All Students to Succeed! 

 

MANE STREAM 

January, 2016 

Iola USD #257 Newsletter                                       Issue:06 

“I have always felt 

that every student 

in the building 

should have the 

opportunity to 

perform in the 

school Christmas 

program. With the 

move to attend-

ance centers and 

fewer grades 

involved in this 

year’s winter con-

cert, the students 

had more stage 

time.” 

Karen Jesseph 

Elementary Music 

Teacher 

Sounds of Season! 

Music is alive and well in Iola! 
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Kansas:  Rising Achievement, 
Rising Demands 

Upcoming Events 

 

Jan. 5th  - 

Classes Resume 

Jan. 28th 

5th Grade Music Pro-

gram—7:00 pm 

Feb. 5th 

Winter Homecoming 

Feb. 15-18 - 

Parent-Teacher Conf. 

Week 

Feb. 18-19 

No School for Stu-

dents 

March 11 

3rd Quarter Ends 

March 14-18 

Spring Break-No 

School 

March 25th 

Good Friday—No 

School 
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Kansas has long ranked among the top states in education 
performance, such as national reading and math tests, 
high school graduation rates and preparation for college, 
and each of these measures has improved over the past 
decade. However, Kansas school leaders have recognized 
we will have to do even better to help students succeed.  

For example, Kansas high school graduation rates are at 
an all-time high, but economic changes mean most jobs 
will require education beyond high school. In the 1970s, 
only about one-third of jobs required more than a high 
school diploma. By 2020, it is projected that over two-thirds 
of the jobs in the United States will require some type of 
postsecondary education: technical training or a two-year, 
four-year or advanced academic degree. In Kansas it will 
be even higher: over 70 percent - fifth highest in the nation. 

The good news is Kansas education levels have been ris-
ing. From 2000 to 2013 (the most recent year statistics are 
available), the percentage of Kansans 25 and older with a 
two-year, four-year or advanced degree has grown from 32 
percent to 39 percent, the percent of Kansans with “some 
college” has held steady at 25 percent, and the number of 
students completing technical programs has increased, 
according to state higher education officials. 

The educational level of Kansas adults should continue to 
rise because educational performance by Kansas students 
has also improved, including high school graduation rates, 
the National Assessment of Educational Progress fourth 
and eighth grade reading and math tests, and college 
preparation tests, such as the percentage of students 
meeting all four “college ready “benchmarks” on the ACT 
test. In fact, across 14 national indicators, Kansas ranks 
5th in the nation. 

It is worth noting that Kansas’ spending rank is 25th in the 
nation after adjusting for state cost of living differences, 
and Kansas spends less than any other state in the top 15 
for student achievement. 


