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2019: The Year for Our Students  

A community steering committee has met for 12 plus months discussing 

options for a school bond proposal. Members attended with the goal to 

listen to others’ opinions, share their opinions, and set their bias aside to 

come to a decision for the community, one they felt the community and 

district would support. A decision that had the USD 257 students’ best 

interest in mind. 

In December the steering committee made a proposal for a bond for a new 

preschool through 5th grade elementary building to the Board of Education. 

Other considerations would be upgrading the science building at the high 

school and the HVAC system at the middle school; contingent on if the 

elementary building passes.  

According to Ryan Sparks, steering committee member, “The steering 

committee recommended the best location for the new elementary building 

to be at the Monroe site.”  The committee realizes there is concern over the 

soil at that location, but were guaranteed that the soil could be remediated 

100% before building would begin. SJCF architects, who have been working 

with the committee to locate the best spot for the building, estimates the 

remediation of the soil would cost $80,000 to $180,000, with the very 

worst case being around $500,000. The worst case scenario would only 

account for a 2% increase in the total cost of the bond proposal for the 

elementary building, which was not enough to give up what the community 

feels is the best spot. After months of work the committee was unanimously 

in support of the location for several reasons; it is the most central location 

on our district map, has easy access, and is still within city limits.  

Sparks mentioned, “The bond proposal does not reflect what one person 

wants, not what the steering committee wants, but truly what we felt was 

what the community wants. The work is not over, there is still plenty to do. 

The committee is looking for passionate individuals to join the meetings, the 

next steering committee meeting is Monday, January 7th at 6:00 pm at the 

Courthouse Meeting room. All are welcomed and encouraged to attend! A 

school bond is never an easy process, but if successful, will be very 

rewarding and have a positive impact for students for many years to come.” 

USD 257 Mission Statement  
The mission of USD 257 is to “educate all students to be: productive, responsible, and lifelong learners”! 

                                                                                          

THANK YOU TO THE COMMUNITY STEERING 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS WHO HAVE INVESTED OVER A 

YEAR STUDYING THIS PROPOSAL AND PRESENTING 

TO THE BOARD OF EDUCATION! 

  

STAFF SHOUTOUTS! 

**Kudos to our music 

teachers K-12 on the 

wonderful programs at the 

Bowlus this season**  

**Thank you to Mrs. 

Chriestenson and students for 

a fabulous play this fall.** 

**Thank you, Mrs. Curry and 

Mrs. Baker, for organizing 

and bringing Body Venture 

from KSDE to Iola for our K-4 

students to participate in!**  

**Thank you, Mr. Stanley, for 

your years of service to our 

district! Best wishes on your 

new endeavors. ** 

 

 

Tap here to add a caption 

More information about the bond 

can be found on our website under 

the “Facilities Planning” tab! 

Questions or Comments contact: newsletter@usd257.org 



PEEK INTO THE ELEMENTARY BUILDINGS 

 

 

BODY VENTURE EXHIBIT 

On November 16 the exhibit Body Venture was set up at 

the Red Barn at Allen County Community College. All 

students, Kindergarten through fourth grade, were able to 

go through the exhibit. In this exhibit the students walked 

through a 45 foot by 50 foot Venture exhibit representing 

the human body. The purpose of Body Venture is to 

address good nutrition, physical activity, and a heathy 

lifestyle. Body Venture’s theme and a phrase that could be 

heard often in the Red Barn is: “Eat Smart. Play Hard.”!  

 

 

  

McKinley: PreK and 
Kindergarten 

A building full of our district’s 
youngest learners is always a place of 
excitement! McKinley staff is excited 
about the implementation of a 
movement path through the hallway. 
Research shows us over and over that 
kids are not getting enough movement 
throughout their day, which 
contributes to difficulty focusing, 
controlling their bodies, and obesity 
(among other things). When a student 
needs a break or can’t keep their 
wiggles in any longer they can take a 
walk on the movement path. 
Movement paths are carefully 
designed activities to give kids 
movement they need. All kids can 
benefit from this path. By jumping, 
bending, and breathing, the energy 
buildup is able to release and with all 
the built up energy being released 
students can then use their energy to 
focus on learning. 

Jefferson: 1st and 2nd 
Jefferson is a buzzing place of learning 
and fun! This year Mrs. Koehn 
implemented the Lexia Bell. Students 
that pass a level in Lexia get to ring the 
bell at lunch time to celebrate their 
success! The students love it and 
cannot wait for their turn to ring the 
bell loud for all to hear! Jefferson has 
had a lot of great progress with their 
Lexia reading program. Jefferson has 
also welcomed Iola Middle School’s 
Service Learning Class to come work 
with their students. Service Learning 
students come once a week and help 
out in various 1st grade classrooms. The 
middle schoolers help 1st graders with 
their spelling and reading. Simply 
reading a book to a first grader, 
models the correct way to read. The 
first graders love it when the middle 
schoolers visit their room! 

Lincoln: 3rd and 4th 
Walking through the halls at Lincoln 
you can’t help but notice the chains 
hanging by the doorways of the 
classrooms. Miss Nothern has 
implemented kindness chains as part 
of our Positive Behavior Support 
System. If a student is caught being 
kind a staff member can write the kind 
act on a strip of paper and the teacher 
will add it to the class chain. When a 
class chain reaches the floor the class 
is presented the kindness trophy at the 
morning announcements. Then the 
class begins a new kindness chain. At 
the end of the school year Lincoln will 
combine all of the kindness chains to 
show how kindness can go a long ways 
and grows upon each other! Teaching, 
noticing, and encouraging kindness is 
an important key to the culture of the 
building and to student success in 
school!  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

January 21 – No School 

January 17 – McKinley Family Night 

January 31 – PK-5 Family Night  

February 11-14 – Parent/Teacher 

Conferences 

February 14 – No School 

February 15 – No School 

February 18 – No School 

March 8 – No School  

March 18-21 – Spring Break 

*Athletic events are updated on 

our website calendar! 

 

  
 

Check out our website for new updates!  



PEEK INTO THE SECONDARY BUILDINGS 

Iola Middle School 
IMS staff and 8th grade students participated in a 
toy drive for Humanity House in Iola. Overall there 
were over 50+ toys donated for the toy drive!! Mr. 
Karl Sherman spear headed the toy drive, even 
offering extra credit to his 8th grade students for 
participating. The hope is to turn the toy drive into 
an annual occurrence!  
 

                     Iola High School 
Back in October Congresswoman Lynn Jenkins 
toured the internship program at the high school. 
Numerous students at Iola High School enroll in 
an internship program to receive technical 
educations that prepare them for a career after 
they graduate. This program helps students 
receive real life experiences and often times 
credit towards a career after they graduate.  

 

 

STUDENT LED CONFERENCES = SUCCESS 

The Middle School and High School did Parent-Teacher Conferences a little different this year. This 

year the students were invited to the conference, not just to attend, but to lead it! The students 

worked with their homeroom teacher at the middle school and seminar advisor at the high school to 

prepare for their conference. Some students created a Google Slideshow to highlight parts of their 

education that they wanted to share, some students had a form to fill out about how they’re doing in 

school, and some students verbally shared their strengths and weaknesses. Teachers helped guide 

students, so that they were successful. Many parents were apprehensive about the change, but the 

end result turned out to be very beneficial. Feedback from parents, students, and teachers was very 

positive, with the top one being that it was admirable to see students take ownership for their learning 

and share with their parents their strengths and limitations. Having students be a part of the 

conversations emphasized the praises and the successes of each student, along with the opportunity 

to challenge students to continue to grow and work harder. Feedback was not the only positive 

outcome, both schools had an increase in parents participating in conferences. The high school 

increased by 15% and the middle school increased by 38%; an increase in parent involvement can 

only lead to higher success for students!  

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Mr. Crusinbery was named the Kansas Association of Health, Physical 

Education, Recreation, and Dance (KAHPERD) Administrator of the Year on 

October 25th at Emporia State University. To be named the Administrator of 

the Year he was nominated by his physical education teachers for his 

outstanding support of physical education at Iola Middle School. Mr. 

Crusinbery is very supportive of the PE program at IMS, often visiting the gym 

to see what the students are doing and even participating at times! He has 

assisted with grant writing, the Hoops for Heart event, and so many other 

things. If the teachers ever need help with anything Mr. Crusinbery is always 

willing to help and has been a great asset to his staff. Thank you, Mr. 

Crusinbery for all you do for IMS!  



 

  

 

 

 

IOLA FFA SUCCESS 

The Iola FFA students have been busy and successful!  Back in October the Iola FFA chapter placed in the silver 

division at Nationals in the dairy cattle evaluation. Elka, Jill, and Brody were silver emblem medalists and Casen was 

a gold emblem medalist! Then in November, 22 students went to leadership school. December was just as successful 

when students competed at the district speech and food science competition! Iola placed third as a speech team with 

many individuals earning medals. Freshman division: Justice Wilson-5th, Ursula Billings-6th, Sophomore division: 

Levi Meiwes-4th, Lorie Carpenter-9th, Junior division: Elka Billings-4th, Torre DePriest-8th, Extemporaneous: 

Brody Nemecek-5th (state qualifier), Food science placed 4th as a team with Jack Eyster winning the competition 

and Casen Barker placed 10th. Congratulations to all these FFA members! 

 

 

 

Congratulations on a wonderful job on all the Christmas music 

programs! Good work Ms. Cunningham, Ms. Wahlmeier,  

Mrs. Jesseph, Ms. Buttron, and all of our student performers!  

  

IMS Band Concert  MS & HS Orchestra Performance  
 

McKinley Elementary Program  Lincoln 3rd Graders Performing  Jefferson Elementary 
Program  

Lincoln 4th Graders Performing  



 

 

 

BCBS Healthy Habits for Life Grant 

For the 13th year in a row, BCBS has distributed Healthy Habits for Life grant dollars to fund at-school programs aimed at 

helping thousands of children reduce their cardiovascular risk, increase their physical activity or learn healthy eating habits. 

The money awarded will be used in 2019 to continue focusing on lowering childhood obesity by providing additional 

equipment to continue to introduce new activities and skills for the students. Iola had three educators receive the grant for 

their Physical Education courses.  

Mr. Daniel Vaughn, Iola High school, was awarded $1,000 to purchase updated equipment for his program.  

 Mr. Jason Bates, Lincoln Elementary, was awarded $982 towards the purchase of mats for safety to incorporate non-

traditional PE activities such as combatives (martial arts, wrestling, self-defense, etc) along with gymnastics. Children who 

train in combative activity develop a relaxation response and mind/body connection; gain self-confidence, self-understanding 

and self-esteem; develop visualization, planning and goal setting skills; and become more responsible, cooperative and 

respectful. 

 Mr. Chris Weide, Jefferson Elementary, was awarded $997 towards the purchase of golf putters, golf balls, and putting 

greens.  Mr. Weide plans to have a golf unit in late February/early March with the additional bonus of taking some classes to 

a local golf course in the Spring to practice on a real golf green!    

Wrestling Mats Grant 

In November of 2017, Mr. Baumwart and Mr. Bates worked together to apply for a grant with the Justin J. Watt Foundation. 

The J.J Watt Foundation provides grants to middle school athletic and after school programs. The foundation’s mission is to 

provide after school opportunities for middle school aged children in the community to become involved in athletics so that 

they may learn the character traits of accountability, teamwork, leadership, work ethic, and perseverance, while in a safe and 

supervised environment with their peers.  

The Iola Wrestling team’s mats were easily 35-50 years old and purchased used from other schools; the newest mat is 10 

years old donated from Iola Wrestling Club. Mr. Baumwart and Mr. Bates wanted a mat for IMS wrestlers that represented 

the school and a mat they could take pride in. After a lengthy application process and designing the mat, IMS received 

notification in August that they had been approved the $13,762.84 to purchase the mat through the foundation.  

Just like with any sport, you have to provide a surface for competition, one that defines the boundaries and rules of a match. 

This new mat donated will be beneficial for everyone involved with the program. Having a mat that represents the team is the 

first step in increasing students’ enthusiasm about getting involved, further fueling their motivation, and allowing students to 

take pride in their program and school. Along with enthusiasm, there are many safety benefits involved with a new mat. 

Newer mats are designed to provide more cushion upon impact which helps reduce the risk of concussions and other injuries. 

  

Picture of the new wrestling mat 



 

 

BOARD MEMBERS:  

Back Row: Dan Willis, Doug Dunlap,  

                    Jerad Larkey 

Front Row: Mary Apt, Nancy Toland,  

             Jen Taylor, Jennifer Coltrane 
 

 

PREK-5TH GRADE 

FAMILY NIGHT 

Hosted at: Lincoln 

Elementary 

When: January 31 

Time: 5:30-7:00 

Mark your calendars for our 

Preschool through 5th grade 

Family Night! Join us at 

Lincoln Elementary for 

activities focused around the 

Wizard of Oz! Students and 

families will be in for a special 

whirl-wind time of giveaways, 

snacks, a photo booth, reading, 

science, and math activities! 

We hope all PreK-5th grade 

students and their families can 

join!!   

 

LITERACY GRANT 

The district continues to work 

hard to meet the goals of our 

three-year literacy grant that was 

awarded this summer. Greenbush 

has offered numerous workshops 

and literacy-based trainings for 

teachers and leaders to attend. Our 

Middle School Language Arts 

teachers took advantage of a Best 

Practices Writing workshop in 

November, many elementary 

teachers have attended reading 

workshops, and our High School 

Language Arts teachers will attend 

a best practice reading workshop 

at the beginning of the new year. 

One focus of the LiNK grant is to 

empower our teachers with 

meaningful professional 

development and we are taking 

advantage of every opportunity 

that is provided for our staff to 

benefit our students!   


