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Social Emotional at the Elementary Level 
 
During October all elementary schools had weekly lessons 
focused around anti-bullying and Red Ribbon week. All counseling 
lessons for anti-bullying week engaged students in identifying bullying, 
provided instruction on what to do to stop bullying and the school wide 
benefits of treating others with kindness. Each day the schools had a 
theme: Be a Buddy not a Bully, Kindness is Cool!, Kindness is 
Contagious, Treat other like you want to be treated, school is a fun place 
to be when we all stand against bullying! At the end of the week fourth 
graders made a paper chain on how to be an upstander, not a bystander 
– check out the Lincoln Facebook page to see it!  
 
All elementary students got to dress up each day in recognition of Red 
Ribbon Week. Counseling lessons were age appropriate regarding 
healthy habits to engage in, in order to secure a healthy, drug free 
lifestyle.  Students received Red Ribbons, pencils and wristbands 
throughout the week as reminders of the importance to be  
"Healthy, Happy and Drug Free", which was the theme for the week.  
 
Students enjoyed these theme focused weeks. Thank you Mrs. Strickler 
and Mrs. Mileham for your hard work in helping our students grow and 
providing a fun-filled, learning week!   

Mission Statement  

The mission of USD 257 is to  

“Educate ALL students for college and/or career readiness.” 

                                                                                               

STAFF SHOUTOUTS! 

**Shout out to Mr. Scott 

Carson for being so responsive 

to emails and always 

communicating and staying 

on top of keeping staff 

informed. He has stayed calm 

in some crazy pandemic times. 

For his first year as head 

principal, he is doing 

fantastic!  

 

**Shout Out to Tammy 

Prather! Thank you for always 

helping me out with all my 

tech issues! 

**We are excited to have our 

new band teacher, Mrs. Holt! 

Thank you for making band 

exciting and for truly caring 

about all of us students! 

**A shout out to our new 

assistant principal, Jason 

Coke. He is really good about 

sending out positive 

comments to the staff all of 

the time. It really helps to hear 

good things about what we do, 

especially during this extra 

stressful time. He keeps 

reassuring us that we are 

doing well, and we need to 

hear that and know that we 

are doing what we should be 

doing.  

**Thank you to Mr. Fager and 

the board for all your hard 

work to help us get back into 

school. Being able to provide a 

safe learning environment so 

that we can have on-site 

learning is wonderful!  

 

Mrs. Stiffler is nominated for a Thrive Allen County award 

in the category of Education! Melissa Stiffler is a dedicated 

educator fostering a new generation of capable, inspired, and 

hardworking young people. She coordinates Career and Technical 

Education at Iola High School and runs the Regional Rural 

Technical Center in La Harpe. She additionally oversees the Iola 

High School internship program, placing dozens of students in 

positions all around the community!  

Melissa cares deeply for her students and wants to see them reach 

their career goals. She hopes to cultivate a work force in our area 

of passionate, productive young employees. With advocates like 

Melissa, we believe that Allen County's future is bright! 

 

 

http://www.usd257.org/


PEEK INTO THE ELEMENTARY BUILDINGS 

 

Remote Teachers at the Elementary Building 

  

McKinley: PreK and 
Kindergarten 

Everyone is excited about the new 
Trikes, one of our playground 
favorites!  
Preschool and Kindergarten 
students take turns riding them at 
recess, and Mr. Weide is using 
them with Kindergarten students 
in PE. There are many benefits to 
riding a tricycle. Aside from 
providing both fun and fitness, 
students are developing gross 
motor control and coordination. 
Children develop these skills in 
early childhood and continue to 
improve in them as they grow 
older. In addition, several 
students, who did not previously 
know how to ride a trike, have 
gained confidence through 
learning to pedal, steer, and ride 
alongside their friends.  
We want to thank Iola PTO for 
helping us purchase these! We 
LOVE them! 

Jefferson: 1st and 2nd 

 

Jefferson Elementary has a SPACE 
theme this year! As you enter the 
building you see Snoopy going to 
space. Mrs. Koehn and Ms. Staci 
decided on this theme to have a 
friendly way to remind students to 
social distance. For young children 
masks and social distancing can be a 
little nerve-racking so the Jefferson 
staff came together to put rocket 
ships on the hallway floor as spots to 
stand on, put stars hanging from the 
ceiling, and turned hallway bulletin 
boards, door décor, and display 
student work all around the space 
theme!  
To see the excitement on the 
students’ faces the first week was 
awesome! Students have been doing 
a great job standing on their rocket 
ship spots and wearing their masks! 
It has become a part of the routine 
and the kids and staff are rocking it!  

Lincoln: 3rd and 4th 

“These are a few of my 
favorite things” about 
Lincoln… 
*I LOVE my teacher! She is so 
friendly and welcomes me to 
class EVERY day!  
*Mr. Bates has fun things in PE, 
I really like when we go outside, 
too.  
*I like it when Mr. Gottlob 
watches us at lunch. He is fun! 
*I love music class! 
*I like recess, but I wish we 
could go wherever we wanted.  
*Lincoln is calm and peaceful.  
*Specials is my favorite time of 
day – our specials teachers are 
really nice!  
*I like my para, she is so helpful!   
*3rd grade learning is A LOT of 
fun!  
 

-Favorite things shared by 3rd 
and 4th grade students- 

Mrs. Griffin (PK/K), Miss Rogers (1st/2nd), and Miss Mitchell (3rd/4th) are full time remote teachers 

for our elementary students. They spend their days zooming with their students, recording videos, 

communicating through email, and collaborating with multiple teams of teachers. They are 

rockstars, making connections with their students despite not having their students in the classroom 

with them. They enjoy morning meetings where they have special greetings you can only do through 

zoom! Our district is blessed to have remote teachers solely focus on the remote learners and on-site 

teachers solely focus on the on-site learners. Parents of both groups are very pleased with how 

things are going. Parents of our remote learners had excellent things to say about our remote 

teachers:  

- “Miss Mitchell is FANTASTIC! She’s upbeat, communicates with parents daily, and gets the 

students engaged in learning. I’ve been really, really impressed with how she interacts with 

the students!” 

- “Miss Rogers truly cares about each of her students. She sets up fun, theme zooms where 

she gets to know the kids on a personal level. My child cannot wait for his zoom with Miss 

Rogers, we appreciate all that she is doing!” 

- “Mrs. Griffin is phenomenal! I never thought I would be sending my child to kindergarten on a 

computer, but we are thankful Mrs. Griffin is his teacher! She makes learning fun and my kid 

loves to do his work!”  

 



PEEK INTO THE SECONDARY BUILDINGS 

Iola Middle School 
Miss Bagshaw’s 8th grade math class 
participated in fun pumpkin math 
activities back in October. They 
carved pumpkins and created 
proportions of weight/seeds, finding 
the area and perimeter of the objects 
they cut out, and also finding the 
circumference and radius of the 
pumpkins! It is one of the students’ favorite projects! 

                     Iola High School 
With new leadership comes new goals. Mr. Carson and Mr. 
Baumwart have focused a lot on building morale and 
making Iola High School an inviting place to be. This year 
with COVID this has made it extra challenging to connect 
with people – but the admin are on top of it. In the morning 
they are out front taking temperatures and greeting each 
individual that enters the building. It is rare to find them in 
the office as they are out and about in the classrooms 
watching the learning, checking in on teachers, and making 
connections with students.  
This year, Mr. Carson implemented a teacher of the month. 
This teacher is nominated by their peers. With the 
nomination comes a kind a word that Mr. Carson 
anonymously prints for the staff member to read.  
September’s Teacher of the Month: Mr. Coons 
October’s Teacher of the Month: Mrs. Chriestenson 
November’s Teacher of the Month: Mr. Hermstein 
Mr. Carson and Mr. Baumwart have worked hard to 
continue to keep our building safe through the COVID 
pandemic. They are working hard to keep kids in school 
and continue with sports and clubs as much as they can!  

  

 

 

 

 

 

                          REMOTE LEARNING 

Last March, when schools were abruptly ordered to close, our students, families and educators faced many 

challenges. We worked together to support our students and ensure learning continued amidst a global crisis. 

Families were forced to juggle school, work and life in a whole new way. 

Eight months later, and some students are in the building while other families have made the choice to 

continue remote learning, but regardless our mission stays the same and that is to educate ALL students for 

college and/or career readiness.  

Working together with parents and families, we’ve helped our students transition to remote learning with a 

structured schedule including live lessons, recorded lessons, specials (art, music, p.e.) and opportunities for 

students to interact with teachers and classmates. IMS and IHS educators have stepped up to the challenge, 

demonstrating amazing talent, creativity, ingenuity and flexibility to engage our students remotely. The district 

applauds the efforts of each and every educator as they juggle teaching in person students along with remote 

students. The successes, struggles, and endless hours of work do not go unnoticed! While we continue to 

navigate a global pandemic and education, we want our community to know 

we are here to support you. We are all in this together. And we will get 

through this, together. 

 

The Middle School student council 

needs suggestions for COVID-safe 

fun activities. If anyone has any 

suggestions you can 

email chris.belknap@usd257.org 

 

STAFF SHOUT OUT!!!  
Danielle Bagshaw had her 8th grade math 
students doing activities with a pumpkin this 
week.  The kids really enjoyed it.  I had one 
student tell me she had never carved a pumpkin 
before, it was a good experience for the kids. 

 Congratulations IHS 

Theatre on a 

successful Fall Play!! 

mailto:chris.belknap@usd257.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAFEBASE 

The first session of SAFE BASE was focused on getting students outside into the fresh air.  They 
explored the local trails and discovered new playgrounds and parks in our area.  They literally 
unearthed new produce from the Wayne Garrett Children's Garden.  Instead of cooking during Covid, 
they created haunted houses.  They tie dyed masks, t-shirts, and washcloths--providing each SAFE 
BASE student their own personalized fabric mask.  And through fun escape rooms, they problem-
solved to their escape.   
 
For a special callout, SAFE BASE would love to put a spotlight on Angie Petty, the new custodian 
with the Jefferson custodial crew.  We have great custodians at Jefferson and Angie is no 
exception.  She goes above and beyond what is expected.  We appreciate her and all of the 
caring ways she works to keep students and staff safe and to make Jefferson look great!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

1st hour photography at IHS went on a mini field trip to 

Ray's Metal Depot. They were working on visual 

organization in photos and the goal was to find photos 

that showed a good representation of line, shape, 

texture, positive and negative space, repetition, 

contrast and lastly they were to find something 

traditionally ugly and take a beautiful photo.  

Homework Hotline 



 Board Members:   

Back Row: Jerad Larkey, Tony Leavitt,  

Doug Dunlap, Dan Willis 

Front Row: Nancy Toland, Jen Taylor,  

  Jennifer Coltrane 
 

 

KPP GRANT 

USD 257 was awarded the 

Kansas Preschool Pilot grant 

for the second year in a row. 

This year they were able to 

receive funding to offer free 

preschool for all three and four 

year olds! The funds provide 

curriculum materials, 

opportunities for all preschool 

teachers to meet, 

transportation from daycare to 

preschool, etc. The five 

preschool teachers have been 

collaborating once a month to 

discuss what students should 

learn, how to embed 

opportunities to learn through 

play-based opportunities. 

Currently there are 86 4 year 

olds and 67 3 year olds 

enrolled!  

 

 

 

USD 257 BOND UPDATE 

If you drive by the new elementary 

site you can see LOTS of dirt work 

going on! EPA would like to make 

our site a model site, of how you 

can turn an industrial location into 

a safe zone for an elementary 

school. Once the dirt work is 

completed the pad will be poured 

and the building will begin!  

Every day there is something new 

to look at when you drive by the 

science building! The structure is 

well under way. Science building is 

on track to have us move in August 

2021! 

The board will be accepting bids 

for the HVAC at the middle school 

sometime early next year, with a 

completion time of Summer 2021.  

It is an exciting time to be an Iola 

student!! 

 

 

 

 

Have you downloaded our new 

Iola USD 257 app!!?? Access your 

app store and search Iola, you’ll find 

our app where you can get 

notifications from all our schools!  


