
To start off, we would like to review why we wanted to ask the court for an interpretation 
and guidance on the Will of Thomas Bowlus.  Repeatedly over the years, people have 
questioned what kinds of classes could and should be housed at the Bowlus and if 
failure to have the right classes would put the Bowlus in jeopardy. The Bowlus 
investment committee has wanted to change the way funds are managed in contrast to 
the will.   With almost every suggestion for change at the Bowlus, there has been an 
underlying fear that any misstep would violate the will and risk the potential of losing the 
Bowlus to the KU Endowment.  Additionally, there were concerns with changes in 
school finance, the potential for another school bond election, Susan Raines retiring, 
and a new director being hired--- so we felt we needed some questions answered as we 
moved forward.  Things have changed significantly in the last 50 years, and they will 
continue to change, so how can we adapt to the benefit of all of us?   
  
We received the Judge’s decision last week.  We greatly appreciate our legal counsel 
and all the work they have done during this process.  We appreciate Susan Raines and 
the Bowlus commission for their input and support.  We as Bowlus Trustees care about 
the Bowlus.  That is why we went to the expense and effort to create the petition and 
get these questions answered so the future of the Bowlus would be secured.  We are 
extremely happy that the question about the Bowlus ever going to the KU Endowment 
Association has finally been answered and in the words of the court “the property may 
not be forfeited to anyone.” 
 
Looking forward, with these answers we have received--this is an unbelievable 
opportunity to shape the future of the Bowlus Fine Arts and Cultural Center and Allen 
County.   
 
As we have stated repeatedly, the Trustees asked these questions to ensure that the 
Bowlus is and continues to be the treasure and benefit it has been to the community for 
the last 50 years and for decades to come.  It is up to us now as a community to take 
this decision and make it into a way to ensure the Bowlus continues to prosper for future 
generations.  That being said, no immediate plans are in place to change anything at 
the Bowlus.  Over the next few years, we will review the answers from the Court and 
work with Susan, her successor, the Bowlus Commission, Friends of the Bowlus, and 
the community to shape a future for the Bowlus that will continue its success. 
 
A copy of the decision can be found on our website.  


