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Sen ior N igh t

Heidi Haynes

M addison Robinson

Heidi was escorted Joy Allison, Jeff Allison, 
and Brad Haynes and  Trisha Sauer. She has 
done four years in Cheer, Volleyball and 
Choir, two years in Basketball, Track and 
FCCLA. Other activities Heidi has 
participated in include Yearbook and Track 
one year and Band for three years. Heidi is 
unsure on where she is going to college but 
she would like to be a Medical Coder. Heidi 
thanked all the people that helped her get 
where she is at today.

On Tuesday, September 26th, the Lady Gorilla seniors were recognized.  The seniors this 
year included Heidi Haynes and Maddison Robinson

Maddy was escorted by her parents, Sharon and

Randy Robinson. Maddy has participated in the 
following activities: four years Volleyball and FFA, 
two years Track, NHS, FBLA, and one year 
Scholars Bowl and Dance. Maddy was selected to 
serve as Dickinson County Ag Ambassador for 
one year. Maddy is planning on attending 
Emporia State University to pursue a BSN in 
Nursing and later attending the University of 
Kansas to receive a Masters in Anesthetic 
Nursing. Maddy thanked her team for being so 
supportive and pushing her to be successful 
throughout her high school seasons. She is so 
proud of her team for what they have become.



La dy  Go r i l l a s Vo l l ey ba l l

8/26 @ Peabody

vs Peabody  W 25-14, 25-10  (1-0)

vs Burrton  W 25-19, 18-25, 25-8  (2-0)  

vs Wichita Classical W 25-17, 25-10  
(3-0)

vs Central Burden W 25-19, 25-17  
(4-0)

vs Marion  L 15-25, 15-25  (4-1)

8/29 @ Benningt on

vs Bennington  W 25-17, 23-25, 25-19  
(5-1)

vs Sacred Heart  L 18-25, 25-23, 18-25 
(5-2)

9/5 @ Her ingt on

vs Canton-Galva  W 25-20, 25-8 (6-2)

vs Herington  L 22-25, 23-25 (6-3)

9/9 @ Solom on

vs Elyria Christian W 25-17, 25-22 
(7-3)

vs Peabody-Burns W 25-15, 25-8 (8-3)

vs Wakefield W 25-9, 25-9 (9-3)

vs Tescott W 25-10, 25-10 (10-3)

vs Inman L 21-25, 22-25 (10-4)



9/12 @ Cent re

vs Centre  W  25-12, 25-11, 25-12 
(11-4)

9/19 @ Wakef ield

vs Goessel L  18-25, 17-25 (11-5)

vs Wakefield W  25-10, 25-13 (12-5)

9/26 @ Solom on

vs Elyria Christian W  25-19, 27-25 
(13-5)

vs Rural Vista L 16-25, 17-25 (13-6)

9/28 @ Her ingt on

vs Chapman L 23-25, 19-25 (13-7)

vs Herington W 25-21, 25-21 (14-7)

9/30 @ Cant on

vs Wichita HomeSchool W 25-12, 
25-17 (15-7)

vs Little River W 25-17, 25-18 (16-7)

vs Goessel L 17-25, 14-25 (16-8)

vs Halstead W 25-18, 15-25, 25-23 
(17-8)

vs Goessel L 22-25, 9-25 (17-9)
 

La dy  Go r i l l a s Vo l l ey ba l l



Gor il la Foot ball
Varsit y

9/1 vs Cant on-Galva   W 66-34 (1-0)

On Friday, September 1st, the Solomon Gorillas 
hosted the Canton Galva Eagles. The Gorillas 
walked out with a 66 to 34 win over the Eagles. It 
was the first game for the Gorillas and a great way 
to start the season. Solomon dominated the 
ground game, producing three one-hundred-yard 
rushers. Braden Neilson led the way with 202 yards 
rushing and three touchdowns, Logan Krause had 
116 yards with one touchdown, and Cameron 
Noggle contributed with 107 yards and three 
touchdowns. Leading the way in receiving yards 
was Cobey Fiske, having five receptions for 84 
yards and two touchdowns. 

9/8 vs Her ingt on  W 54-34 (2-0)

On Friday, September 8th, the Solomon Gorillas traveled to 
Herrington to take on the Railers. The Gorillas walked away 
with a 54 to 34 win over the Railer?s. The Gorillas started out 
the game strong with a 22 to 0 lead in the first quarter. In the 
second quarter the Gorillas only touched the ball once. 
However, in the second half,even though their defense was 
not on the ball, the Gorillas asserted their dominance and 
came out with the win. Leading the offense in rushing was 
Cameron Noggle and Logan Krause, who both broke the 
hundred yard mark. After a disappointing loss last year to 
the Railers, this was a great way to bounce back.
 

9/15 vs Goessel  W 48-0   (3-0)

On Friday, September 15, the Solomon Gorillas hosted the 
Goessel Bluebirds. The Gorillas ended the night early with a 
48 to 0 win at half. Overall it was a great night for the 
Gorillas. They did most of their damage on the ground, 
ending the night with 240 rushing yards. On the receiving 
aspect, the Gorillas threw for 63 yards with only 3 
completions.



Gor il la Foot ball
Varsit y

9/22 vs Lit t le River  L  50-26 (3-1)

On Friday, September 22, the Solomon Gorillas 
hosted the Little River Redskins. A frustrating 
night for the Gorillas, they experienced their 
only loss of the season. Although the Gorillas 
put up similar stats, they failed to produce 
scores. It was a hard fought battle, but the real 
war (districts) is now upon us. 

9/29 @ Osborne  L  58-40 (3-2)

On Friday, September 29, the Solomon Gorillas 
traveled to Osborne to take on the Bulldogs. 
Facing the defending state champions, Solomon 
knew they faced a tough matchup. The Gorillas 
were not at full strength going into the game. 
Starting QB Braden Neilson played with a heavily 
bandaged hand and starting LB Eli Basvic had to 
miss the game. This was on top of already having 
lost starting RB Jake Harmon for the season 
before the first game of the year. Despite these 
obstacles, the Gorillas managed to put up an 
impressive 40 points on the defending state 
champs. The offensive side of the ball was the 
Gorillas strong suite, however they fell short on 
defense letting the Bulldogs end the night with a 
58-40 victory over the Gorillas. 

 
Junior  Varsit y

9/11 vs Her ingt on W 20-8

9/18 @ Goessel L 6-36

9/25 @ Lit t le River Canceled





8/31 @ Tescot t

At the Tescott Invitational, the Gorilla runners placed 4th as a 
team.  Senior Matthew Smith had the best outing of the day, 
placing sixth, with a time of 19:23 in the 5K race. Fellow 
Senior, Samuel Yockers also finished in the top half of the 
field of runners with a time of 21:21.  Freshman Aaliyah Smith 
placed 11th in the girl?s bracket with a time of 25:00.

9/7 @ Washingt on

At the Washington County Cross Country Invitational, the 
Solomon Boys took third place in a field of seven teams.  
Matthew Smith led the team with a 6th place finish, while 
Samuel Yockers and Zach Hare both finished in the top 20. 
 Aaliyah Smith, Solomon?s sole female runner, had an 
impressive day, placing 7th in a pack of 35 runners.  

9/14 @ Her ingt on 

At Herington, Solomon failed to place a runner in the top ten.  
A pair of Halstead runners led the way with the rest of the 
pack of competitors trailing comfortably behind. 

9/19 @ SE Saline
Matthew Smith led the way again for the Solomon runners, 
placing 28th in a pack of nearly 100 runners. In competitive 
field, no other Solomon runners were able to crack the top 50.

 
9/28 @ Council Grove
 At the Council Grove Cross Country Invitational, Matthew 
Smith and Samuel Yockers were the top boy runners for the 
Gorillas. Smith placed 19th and Yockers placed 69th out of 93 
runners. The sole runner representing the Lady Gorillas, 
Aaliyah Smith, finished 45th amongst a field of 75 runners in 
the girls? division. 

HS Cross Count ry



Junior  High Volleyball Junior  High Foot ball

8/31 vs Benningt on

L  8-52  (0-1)

9/7 @ Peabody

L 30-58 (0-2)

9/14 vs Cent re

W 46-0 (1-2)

9/21 @ Wakef ield

W 56-34  (2-2)

9/28 vs Cant on-Galva
L 0-50 (2-3) 

8/31 vs Benningt on
Solomon A v. Bennington A  L 16-25, 6-25 
Solomon B v. Bennington B L  13-25, 18-25 

Solomon C v. Bennington C  L  22-25, 16-25 

9/7 vs Peabody
Solomon A v. Peabody A  L 22-25, 25-20, 10-15 
Solomon A. v. Elyria A  L 25-27, 20-25 

9/14 vs Cent re

Solomon A v. Centre A  L 17-25   24-26 
Solomon B v. Centre B   L 25-13, 11-25, 9-15 

9/21 @ Wakef ield

Solomon A v. Wakefield A    L 25-12, 19-25, 
15-8  

Solomon B v. Wakefield B    L 12-25, 19-25 

9/28 vs Cant on-Galva
 Solomon A v. Canton A  L 22-25, 17-25 
Solomon B v. Canton B  W 25-11, 25-12
 

Junior  High Spor t s



Students of the Month

Dara Robertson

Parents: 

Deb Brown-Robertson

Sean Robertson

Favorite Things about Solomon:

Being with all my friends, sporting events 
and teams and being in a small close and 
being in a small, close community school 
where everyone supports each other. 

Achievements:

2016 runner-up in WSL volleyball season; 
honor roll all years of high school; class 
treasurer

Activities/Sports:

FBLA, volleyball, basketball, track, softball

Future Plans:

Attend Wichita State and major in dental 
hygiene.

Kaylynn McNair

Parents: 

Brenda McNair

Willie McNair

Favorite Things about Solomon:

My favorite thing about Solomon is the 
teachers. 

Achievements:

Keeping all A's and B's in my classes last 
year. 

Future Plans:

My future plans are to become a 
veterinarian. 



Teacher Spotl ight
Mr.Owen

Pirat e Pet eSoccer  St eve

Hungry Har ry

Ranger  Rick

The O.G.

Photo edits by Jobe Fowles

Q. From a principal's perspective, what are the reasons for the no book bag policy?

A. ?It definitely creates a safer environment for students.

Q. What inspired you to get a job in the field of education?

A. I was in a different field, I was in the medical field before I was in education and I was 
looking for a litt le bit of change that maybe gave me a litt le bit more time to spend with 
my family and I felt there was a calling to be in education and be a teacher and that?s why 
I got into it.  I feel like that?s what I was born to do.  I wanted to do something that would 
put a bigger impact on the world, I felt education was the best choice.

t he Int erview



Q. Have you ever thought about having a different career?

A. Yes, I have done several different things, I have worked in the hotel restaurant 
business where I was the the general manager of the hotel and then I worked in the 
medical field as a MRI technician. I also own a couple of small businesses and now I?m in 
education.

Q. What?s the best/worst part of your job?

A. Obviously the best part of it is being able to have such an impact of making a change 
and seeing change happen because you have the authority to create changes and to 
have that power to know if you see a problem to fix that whereas if you're a teacher 
there?s only so much you can do. Another thing is getting to see the students and seeing 
the positive environment.  A negative is the time and the meetings.  It?s definitely hard at 
times.?

Q. What school event/sport/activity is your favorite??

A. I?m still new so right now that?s a difficult thing to say because I haven?t seen a lot.  
From other schools it would be soccer but we don?t have a soccer program. So that?s 
difficult but to be honest with you, I?m just a super competitive guy at anything so I don?t 
really care if it?s robotics, volleyball, football, or scholars bowl I like to be the winner and I 
like to support the winner  and that?s kind of what I tell everybody, that I don?t really care 
what it is, I just like to be around whatever the successful programs are. ?

Q. Have you had any other teaching jobs?

A. Yeah, I taught at USD 305, Salina Central for the last 15 years.

Q. What made you choose to come to Solomon?

A. Well, I guess I?m a firm believer that there is a higher calling sometimes and we wanted 
to make a bigger difference then we felt we could at USD 305, so me and my wife talked 
about meeting to look for different opportunities and about the day we did that I looked 
online and there was a position for an administrator at Solomon.  So I thought ?why not?? 
 So I threw my name in the hat thinking ?I won?t get it but at least I will know what that 
whole thing is like.? So I got a call the next day that I was suppose to be coming back as a 
finalist for the interview.  I thought ?Wow that?s crazy! Okay.? So at that point I said ?I?m 
gonna do it, just to go to the interview. Not gonna take the job, I?m just gonna do the 
interview.? So I went to do the interview because I was in a master 's program with other 
teachers, because at that point I didn?t even have my license and so I went just to tell the 
other teachers what it would be like to go through an interview just the first one.  Long 
story short, I ended up being the choice.  So at this point my wife and I sat down 
discussed if this was the right moved for our family, and we decided that it was.  So that?s 
why we are here.?



That s All Folks!


