Texas Success Initiative for College Readiness

The Texas Higher Education College Board requires that students prove that they can perform academically at college-level before they are allowed to enroll in college-level courses. There are several assessments that they will consider, including: STAAR English III, STAAR Algebra II, ACT English, and mathematics, SAT evidenced-based reading and writing, and mathematics, and Accuplacer reading, writing, and mathematics. The passing standards for many of these assessments are being raised periodically, therefore students must score higher to attain a college-ready score.

Because STAAR English III and Algebra II are not required for high school graduation, few high schools administer these tests.  When administered, many students do not work at their best, because it is not required for graduation and/or they may not be planning to attend college. When administered, these STAAR tests require scores above the passing standard (4000) in order to be eligible for college-level courses. 

College ready students must achieve a composite (average) score of 21 with at least 19 in both the English and mathematics portions of the ACT.

Students taking the SAT must score a minimum of 530 in mathematics and 480 in evidenced-based reading and writing.

The Accuplacer developed by CollegeBoard is administered at all Texas college testing centers for students who failed to meet the college ready standards on the other assessments. It contains reading, writing, an essay, and mathematics tests. The results of the Accuplacer determine whether students will be placed in college-level courses or in developmental courses, which do not count for college credit on the students’ degree plans. The developmental courses cost as much or are higher than college-level courses.  

Most students take the Accuplacer for both dual credit courses while in high school and college courses following high school.  It is very important that students perform at their best on this test, so studying is very important. The students’ performance on this test can determine whether the students will be paying hundreds to thousands of dollars more for higher education, due to the additional developmental courses. 

There are many web sites, downloadable apps, and YouTube videos  available to help prepare for the Accuplacer test. See the following list:

The Official Accuplacer Study app on iTunes for $2.99
https://accuplacerpractice.collegeboard.org/login  (free web-based app)
https://accuplacer.collegeboard.org/student/practice (free web site)
www.khanacademy.org (free site to study for any of the previously mentioned test)
www.princetonreview.com/testprep 
www.accuplacer.com 


 
