
Today I have a guest column for you.  

“The Millage Question from a Marshall Elementary Perspective” 

By Heather Bohannon 

As elementary principal, I wear many hats during the school year. However, none of my duties 
are as important as keeping our students safe and establishing an environment in which all students can 
learn and thrive. While safety and security are a priority for all Marshall elementary personnel, our 
campus poses certain challenges that are difficult to overcome. If you have visited our campus in recent 
years, you have probably identified some of those challenges.  

The Marshall Elementary campus is expansive and comprised of several separate buildings. 
Virtually all of our buildings have classrooms with exterior doors opening to the outdoors. Many 
classrooms, including art, music, and gifted, are situated far from the core classrooms and across the 
parking lot and drive. With little to no interior hallways, walking to and from classrooms, restrooms, or 
the cafeteria not only creates uncomfortable conditions that are far from ideal for our young students, but 
also presents potential safety and security hazards.  

During the late fall and winter months, classroom instruction is often interrupted as students must 
take time to bundle up before transitioning to another class or activity. During severe weather threats, 
students must take cover in their classrooms rather than in a secure location. While we conduct drills 
often and talk with our students about how to stay safe during severe weather, the reality is that our 
facilities are inadequate to protect our students if the worst case scenario were to occur. These issues 
weigh heavily on me as an administrator as well as on our teachers and staff who work hard to ensure the 
safety of all of our students. 

The condition of our facilities also has an academic impact on our school. Many of our buildings 
were constructed between 1949 and 1985. While the sizes of the classrooms were adequate at the time 
they were constructed, they are far from meeting modern standards for minimum classroom square 
footage. Because of the lack of space, teachers are often restricted from bringing in materials and 
resources that could enhance the curriculum, grouping students in creative new ways, or creating adequate 
computer centers. The electrical components in these older buildings also present issues for our teachers 
and students. Our buildings were not designed to accommodate the technology that is necessary for 
today’s classroom. The lack of space and infrastructure deficiencies impact instruction daily. However, 
despite these limitations, our faculty and staff work diligently to ensure that the classroom environment is 
inviting and fun and that all students have the resources they need to be successful. During a visit from 
the Department of Education last school year, one representative made the comment to me that he had 
never seen teachers who took such pride in their classrooms. I believe “impressed” was the word that he 
used. 

So what does the millage mean for Marshall Elementary? There is no doubt that Marshall 
Elementary stands to gain the most from the passage of a 3.8 mill increase. Likewise, there is no doubt 
that Marshall Elementary has the greatest need in the district in terms of facilities. An increase would 
provide us with an opportunity to construct twelve new classrooms, all enclosed with interior hallways 
and ADA compliant restroom facilities. Underneath the new classrooms would sit a safe room, equipped 
to hold approximately 700 people in the case of severe weather. The new classrooms would provide the 
space and infrastructure necessary to run a modern day classroom. As the administrator, I would have the 
capacity to lock a single door and secure the majority of our student body in the case of emergencies. 



Outside of the new building, other facilities, such as the historic H building, would receive a facelift, 
including upgraded heat/air, plumbing, and electrical.  

The Marshall Elementary campus has provided a home for quality elementary education for this 
community for many years. However, as we all know, buildings do not last forever. For our school, 
improvement in facilities is long overdue. Our community now has a unique opportunity to provide our 
young children with the facilities they need while reducing the burden to taxpayers. The Department of 
Education has approved a matching grant to the Searcy County School District in the amount of $2.7 
million. If our millage fails, this free money will be gone and our community will be faced with the task 
of upgrading the Marshall Elementary facilities without outside assistance. This grant is an opportunity I 
do not want our kids to miss out on. On behalf of the faculty, staff, and student body of Marshall 
Elementary, I ask that you consider the requested millage increase and the positive impact it could have 
on our community for many years to come. 

 
Stay tuned. 

 


