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The question that has been asked the most by the patrons of SCSD is what is the timeline for the 
projects that have been approved by the voters.  District architect Josh Siebert and I have met and 
discussed a preliminary timeline for starting the projects.  Keep in mind that as we move forward several 
factors will be involved in the construction process.  On Nov. 6, the bonding agent for the district will put 
out the bonds the district will use for our part in the funding of the construction projects.  Once the 
bonds are sold, the district can move forward with several projects.  The heat and air system at the 
Leslie campus, sidewalks on the Marshall High School campus, and the demolition of the old junior high 
building on the Marshall Elementary campus will be our first projects.  One factor that will play a major 
role in the completion of those projects is the weather.  If the weather cooperates, tentative plans are 
for the renovation of the restrooms on the Marshall High School campus to begin in early spring of 2015. 
The classroom construction project at Marshall Elementary could start in the early summer of 2015.  The 
classrooms at Marshall High School could start in the early fall of 2015. I believe this timeline is very 
doable if all things fall into place as projected.  

Along the same lines with our construction projects is the district energy audit that is being done by 
Entegrity Energy.  The purpose of the energy audit is to help the district become more energy efficient.  
Entegrity Energy’s primary job is to work with schools and other organizations to come up with solutions 
that will improve the overall energy consumption of the system.  I am very optimistic about this process 
and what it could save the district in future energy costs.  I expect to have this report in the next few 
weeks.   

On Oct. 27 -29, the Searcy County School District will take part in a national accreditation process called 
the AdvancEd External Review.  If all goes well, all schools in the District will be recertified and 
accredited through this process.  Our principals and curriculum teams have been working very hard to 
prepare for this review.  This review will cover five national standards that all schools must meet to be 
accredited by AdvancED.  The following is a list of those standards. One, the district is committed to a 
continuous process that promotes high levels of teaching and learning.  Two, the district leadership 
promotes and supports student performance and system effectiveness.  Three, the district curriculum, 
instruction and assessments ensure teacher effectiveness and student learning across all grade levels.  
Four, the district has resources and provides services in all schools that support its purpose and direction 
to ensure the success for all students.  Five, the district implements a comprehensive assessment system 
that generates a range of data about student learning and system effectiveness and uses the results to 
guide continuous improvement.   

Plans are being made for SCSD to host a luncheon on November 17 to discuss economic development in 
Searcy County.  It is one of my goals as superintendent of schools to find ways to use the vocational 
programs of the district and the North Central Career Center to support and promote economic 
development in Searcy County.   It is my hope that this event is the start of that process.  Stay tuned for 
more information about the luncheon. 

In closing, I am very excited and anxious about getting started with projects that have been discussed in 
this article.  It is important that the patrons realize how grateful the district is to you for allowing us the 
opportunity to make these improvements for the students of the district.   I want to explore every 
opportunity to get the very best facilities for the funds we have available to us.  In some cases, this may 
create some delays that are not always planned.  I will work hard to keep you informed of this process. 


