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The Christmas break gave us some time to reflect on the work that has been done in the district in the past year. 
Because of that work, there is a renewed energy and focus on the future of the SCSD.  A new focus brings a full 
slate of work that is to be done on many fronts in the next few months; I will attempt to cover some of them in this 
report. 
 
The administration and staff of SCSD have been in several planning sessions with the district architect on the 
upcoming projects for the district.  From these meetings, the district has a timeline in place for each project that will 
be undertaken in the next several months.  As the time for each project nears, the board and, in turn, the community 
will be given details as to the scope and time for that particular project.  Initial projects will be the sidewalks at 
Marshall High School and the HVAC at Leslie Intermediate. 
 
Along with the planning for the projects, SCSD has partnered with Entegrity Energy to do what is called 
Performance Contracting.  Performance Contracting will allow the district to incorporate energy efficiency into the 
construction model and thus allow us to stretch our construction dollars.  
 
It has been mentioned in previous reports that SCSD students and staff have done an outstanding job in the area of 
student performance on Benchmark and End of Course Exams for the last several years.  This outstanding 
performance was highlighted this year with notification from the Arkansas Department of Education that MHS has 
been awarded over $38,000.00 dollars for students’ test scores on last spring’s exams.  As part of the award the 
school was required to submit a plan as to how the money was to be used.  The funds will allow MHS staff and 
students to improve educational programs.  Great recognition for the students and staff of SCSD!    
 
This spring will mark the start of the new student assessment program implemented by the Arkansas Department of 
Education.  Benchmark and End-of-Course exams will be replaced by new online assessments called the PARCC 
assessments. Students in some grades will be assessed twice in the spring with a midyear exam and an end-of-year 
exam. Although this will increase the number of tests some students will take, it is our hope that because we will be 
testing online on the computer, the process can be done quickly.  Because of the online format, test scores should be 
returned to schools much faster which will result in better feedback for the school and parents on the progress 
students are making. 
 
As I have mentioned in earlier reports, our financial status looks good at this time. From all indications, the district 
is in much better condition in each budget category at this time than a year ago.  It was my hope that the district 
would be able to report by this time that we had been removed from the ADE Early Intervention Watch List.  
Unfortunately, that hasn’t happened yet but I am confident that when the ADE meets this spring that they will 
remove SCSD from the Early Intervention List. 
 
In closing, I am asked very often how things are going at the school. My answer is that, like all schools, we have our 
challenges and concerns for the future but I believe we are doing very well at this time.  No one knows what the 
future holds but I do believe we have a great opportunity to do some very good things for our students. I am excited 
for the great opportunities available to us. 
 
 
 
  
 

 


