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It has been a great start to the 2014-15 school year.  The first two weeks of school have been 
very busy for both the students and the staff of SCSD.   

The critical issue at hand is the upcoming millage question on Sept. 16th .  This one question will 
decide the future of our school district.  That future will take one of two distinct paths, depending 
on what you, the voters,  decide.   

We have had two public meetings dealing with the millage issue, and each time some very good 
questions have been raised. 

First, what will happen if the millage fails?  The district will lose almost $2.8 million dollars in 
the form of State Partnership money to help meet the facilities needs. This money will be lost, 
but our schools will still have the facilities problems. The district will have to fix the facilities 
problems without the help of  the money from the partnerships.  The district will have to pay 
100% of the cost of the directed projects and will have to find ways to come up with the funds 
needed to fix the problems.  In order to raise those funds, the district will be required to take a 
hard look at all programs and positions that are not required to meet the current standards.  
Which will be cut? We don’t know the answer to that yet but make no mistake: if the millage 
fails, in our current financial state, we cannot build all directed projects without cutting programs 
and/or positions. 

Second, why not move all the students in grades K-6 to the Leslie campus?  The following is the 
response that Aliza Jones, SCSD Facilities Planner, gave to the group at the Leslie meeting:  “In 
1987 when the Leslie building was constructed, there were no construction standards in place, 
only guidelines and recommendations which consisted of a 30 page book. In 2005, following the 
Lake View vs. Mike Huckabee lawsuit, a 500 page construction manual with applied standards 
for construction and spaces was adopted….. Schools are regulated to insuring that adequacy and 
equability are achieved at the facilities level. As such, part of insuring this is the use of the 
Regulatory imposed ‘Program of Requirements’ which insures that schools are not too small for 
the highest projected enrollment and it is also used as a funding cap for new school 
construction.” 

Jones went on to say, “That being said, the Leslie campus of 45,000 square feet will hold a 
maximum of 307 students; the required square footage for this number of K-4 is 44,406 square 
feet. To move the remaining grades to Leslie is a twofold problem. First, the district would have 
to construct an additional 17,559 square feet to meet state compliance on suitability (required 
space for X number of students). Utilizing 2014 RS means construction estimates of $142.25; the 
district would be spending $2,497,767.00 for an addition which would have NO Partnership 
Funding Assistance. Secondly, the Division of Academic Facilities and Transportation will not 
allow us to just "walk away" from a viable campus. There would have to be proof that it is sold 
or not adequate and equitable for public education usage”. 

Jones went on to say that “The district applied in 2012 for Partnership funding for projects at 
each campus. The district, architect, facility planner, financial planner and board member met 



with the Division in the spring in an effort to fully utilize the approved Partnership Applications 
to what was ultimately best for the students. The Division granted many things, and of those, 
moving the fourth grade to Leslie was included”.  

Jones concluded that “The district is adamant on insuring that the students of today 
and tomorrow will have the best opportunities in the best facilities. We are now bound under 
Legislative Act to insure adequacy of our buildings”. 

A third question that was brought up is what is the total budget for SCSD? For the current school 
year, we will receive almost $9 million in state and local revenue and close to $1.2 million in 
federal funds for a total budget of right under $10 million. It is important to point out that the 
federal money is restricted in how it can be spent . Most of the federal money that we receive 
cannot be spent on construction or renovating buildings.  Some federal money is targeted for 
specific students (special education, etc. ) and cannot be spent on every student. Transportation is 
a large expense for us. Because of the size of our district, we spend a larger share of our budget 
on transportation than do many other districts.  It is important to consider these factors when 
looking at how much is spent on each student in the district. The 2012-13 state report card 
(which you can find online at https://adesrc.arkansas.gov)  indicates that our average of per pupil 
spending was $10,390.  Per pupil expenditure in surrounding districts include: Deer/Mt. Judea: 
$12,803; Ozark Mountain: $12,324; Southside Bee Branch: $12,172; Shirley: $12,032; Jasper: 
$10,470; Yellville-Summit: $10,096.  State average was $9324. 

Please realize that the SCSD board and administration have spent a great deal of time looking into 
the different options that have been provided by the experts that have been assembled to help with 
the facilities problem.  We believe that the proposal that is before the voters is by far the best 
option when considering meeting the long-term facilities needs of the district.  It is important that 
the district be able to sustain our facilities’ needs, both now and into the future.  No one involved 
in this process is interested in coming back to the voters and having to say we did not plan well 
and we need to do something else. 

I would like to make a couple of corrections.  While at the meeting at Leslie, one of the 
presenters made the mistake of saying the millage will only be assessed on real property.  This is 
not correct.  The millage will be assessed on both personal and real property.  If you have any 
questions on what the 3.8 mills increase will cost, I suggest you call the assessor’s office (448-
2464) and allow them to calculate it for you.  Second, early voting starts on September 9, not 
September 8, and will run through Sept. 15th. 

In closing, it is important that the voters not lose sight of the critical issue at hand---SCSD has 
been identified by the state as having facilities deficiencies.  These deficiencies can be fixed with 
the help of the partnership money that is being made available by the state. If the millage fails, 
the district will lose this money.  But the problems with our facilities will still exist, and we will 
have to address those problems at the local level with the guidance of the state. With this plan, 
we can do better and our students deserve to have the best facilities that we can provide.  We 
firmly believe that the plan that is being presented is the best for the students of our school 
district,  both now and in the future.  
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