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UPDATE:  

SUMMER ATHLETICS / COVID PROCEDURES/ BACK TO SCHOOL SAFETY 

PROCEDURES / ENROLLMENT / MISC 

 

Dear Paden Parents & Students, 

 

I hope you are doing well and are having a safe and restful summer. I just wanted to give an 

update as to what is happening with Paden Schools regarding COVID, closures, and anything 

relating to the recent pandemic, and what we are currently working on as we speak. 

 

Athletics: 

First of all, on the athletic side, the school attorney made it clear that we need to have a policy 

specific to Paden Schools regarding procedures for any “open” conditioning, fall sports practices, 

etc. Since our board meetings fall at the end of the month, rather than the beginning, like most 

surrounding schools, we are actually behind other schools on this timeline, but our Distance 

Learning Committee/COVID Committee will be sending a policy to our school board next week 

to review and vote on. I will be meeting with the coaches the next day to go over the policy or 

whatever version of the policy is approved. Coaches will then be trained how to correctly 

monitor temperatures, document temps, and disinfect equipment. Students who show symptoms 

or have fever or coughs will not be allowed to stay or to enter the facilities. 

 

Coaches will be in touch with players, through group text or group app, to let them know where 

to find the new policy and rules. They will also be posted on our website after approval.  

 

We have just ordered more of the Victory Disinfecting Machines (what I refer to as the green 

gun). These are very costly but very effective electrostatic disinfectant sprayers.  Each coach will 

have one so that equipment can be disinfected after each player and so that the facility is 

disinfected before and after use. Each coach will also have a thermometer and a daily log to keep 

and turn in to the office at the end of each week.  

 

With that being said, the question has arisen if it is allowable for students take it upon themselves 

to meet elsewhere to work out and condition, without the instruction or input from the coach. 

The answer is ‘yes.’ Students are welcome to meet as they please, not as a school activity, at this 



time.  As a parent, you should probably make sure that they do have disinfectant and take 

precautions, especially since there has been such a spike in cases over the last week.  One large 

school in the metro has now reversed its decision to open up summer activities due to the spike 

in cases, and we certainly don’t want our kids being put at risk. You need to explain to them the 

necessity of not sharing water bottles and disinfecting equipment between people.  

 

We will have a summer athletic policy in place within roughly a week and will disseminate that 

information the day after it is approved, so we do ask for your continued patience. This policy 

will probably be very similar to other schools, so there should not be any surprises – just 

common sense on keeping your students safe and healthy.  

 

School Calendar / Start Date / Virtual:  

Next, regarding back to school start dates: We are planning on starting back according to our 

school calendar, which can be found on our website. The scheduled start date is August 13th.  

There will be a few changes to the calendar, which will be presented at the July board meeting. 

The Distance Learning Committee is working on a calendar which simply involves adding some 

“virtual” teaching days on Fridays. In this case, staff would be on campus, but students would be 

working from home. In order to count as a day of attendance, students would be required to be 

online, meeting by Zoom with their teachers, and completing assignments for all classes. Since 

this is a work in progress, I do not have all the details yet but the committee is diligently working 

on it, and many surrounding schools are in the process of doing the same. 

 

We have just ordered Chromebooks with our CARES funding, and we are currently working on 

funding to secure hot spots. The committee is also developing a usage policy for school devices. 

Over the summer, the committee will be trained in Google for Education and will then train the 

rest of the staff to utilize Google Classroom. Our goal is to have designated days on the calendar 

for the students and teachers to work totally on Chromebooks and Google while at school, then 

the next day will be a virtual, at-home day for the students to practice those skills with the 

teacher. The end result should be that if we are ever closed down in the future, either by illness 

or inclimate weather, our students and teachers will have a seamless transition between on-

campus and virtual days.  

 

Possible changes to status of student enrollment: 

Another big change that may be on the horizon is the possibility of having an on-campus, 

blended, or completely virtual student choice. In other words, if you feel that it is too risky for 

your child to be at school, we can consider making your child an online-only learner, with a 

Chromebook and online classes. We don’t know what grade levels this would entail at this time, 

but it is in discussion, and many other schools are going to offer these options, at the request of 

the state superintendent. There is also the possibility of a blended student option, which is 

especially good for high school students who would like to take certain electives that we do not 

offer on campus, but we can get through our area vo-tech consortium, Edgunity. This is in the 

process of review by the committee, then after they have a written plan, the plan will go to the 

board for approval.   

 

So, before you consider going to EPIC for the home-schooling option, call me. We may be 

offering this option in the very, very near future. I do understand how appealing a home school 



option is to parents who can stay home with their children to help them, especially since the fear 

of such a dangerous illness is present.  

 

None of this is a certainty at this time, but we are working on a plan and trying to change our 

offerings to reflect our changing community needs. There will be an online questionnaire going 

out in the next couple of weeks, so keep an eye on our website from time to time. The 

information gathered online will be used in making decisions about the upcoming school year, 

and it will help the committee that is working on the plan. 

 

PK pre-enrollment: 

We will have PK pre-enrollment June 29 (Monday) and June 30 (Tuesday). You will need to 

take your child’s proof of residency, birth certificate, and shot record, along with a CDIB, if the 

child has one, to the high school office between 9:00-3:00.  If you cannot come in, you may fax 

the documents to 405-932-4132 or email them to mstiles@paden.k12.ok.us. We do take in-

district students before taking transfer students in PK, but if there is room, we are more than 

happy to take transfers. 

 

Regular enrollment:  

We will have an online enrollment form on MAS, our student information system, at some point 

during the month of July. We will send out a notification as soon as it is ready for the new school 

year. With this new online enrollment, you will be able to enroll a new student or to update your 

existing information directly into our student information system. We are actually a pilot school 

for this option this year. Hopefully, this will save our parents time when enrolling and ensure that 

we have all of the needed up-to-date contact info.  

 

Cleaning / Disinfecting: 

We are working closely with our janitorial distributor in making sure that our cleaning products 

do kill Covid and flu. We are purchasing additional disinfecting machines and many more 

digital, no-touch, forehead thermometers. Student temps will be taken as they board the buses or 

as parents drop them off in the morning. As recommended by CDC, students with temps will not 

be allowed to stay at school for the safety of all those involved. When school starts, staff will 

also have to take temps before being allowed to be at work. All staff members will be trained by 

the janitorial supplier on the proper use the disinfecting equipment.   

 

Suggestions: 

I am asking for suggestions from the community on anything regarding the changes due to 

Covid. For example, one of the problems we are facing is the wearing of masks by students, 

especially the younger ones. Pros/cons, costs, feasibility, disposable versus cloth, etc. If you have 

suggestions on this area of concern, whatever it may be, we would love to hear them because 

these are things we have not had to deal with in the past. We will also be looking at other 

schools’ plans to see if they are requiring masks or how they are addressing certain problems.  If 

you have suggestions, please feel free to drop an email to mstiles@paden.k12.ok.us. I would be 

more than happy to have the input and the help. Any suggestions you give to me will be passed 

on to the committee so they will have something to work with. Please remember, we are all 

facing new hurdles that we have never faced before, and we are doing our best to navigate them 

with the safety of our students as a number one priority. There is no roadmap for this one, so we 
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are all trying to develop what works for our student population and their safety. In the end, we all 

want what is best for our students.  

 

New staff: 

I have not formally introduced our newly hired staff members, but I will after July 1st, when I can 

get pictures and bios for them, but we do have a new 2nd grade teacher, Cheyenne Cheatwood; a 

new ag teacher, Dustin Wiley; and a new principal, Jeremy Strickland. We would like to 

welcome them to our school, and we will be introducing them to you soon. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Michelle Stiles, Supt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 


