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BY ERIN TAYLOR

Seniors sign on for college football
     Many high school students set their goals in 
the realm of sports. They are athletes who push 
their self-improvement and competitive nature to 

the limit, hoping to one-day reach competitive athlet-
ics on a new level. Every year the senior class puts 
forth a special group of athletes to college athletics. 
     The Class of 2013 was a class of star athletes, 
many who were members of the 2010 state cham-
pionship football team. Blake Baird, Peter Pfan-
nenstiel, and Christian Johnston were all members 
of the team who beat Conway Springs High School 
at the Hutchison Football Field when they were only 
sophomores in high school. 
     Baird, Pfannenstiel, and Johnston are now taking 
their athletic abilities to the next level and have 
signed their letters of intent to participate on the field 
in college athletics.
     “When the three of us signed together it made me 
proud to call them my best friends. I hope that they 
get every opportunity that have dreamed of getting, 
and I hope they get every chance they need to suc-
ceed,” Baird said.
     Baird signed to play linebacker at Kansas State 
University under Head Coach Bill Snyder. The three 
boys have wanted to play college football since they 
were young.
     “It’s been my goal since I was little. I grew up 
watching K-State football, it was all that I wanted to 
do since I was three feet tall,” Baird shared.
     Pfannenstiel signed to play the positions of free 
safety and returner for Washburn University under 
Head Coach Craig Shurig. 
     “Playing football in college was always a goal 
when I was younger. In elementary school, I grew up 
watching college football and then set my dream to 

play at that level,” Pfannenstiel said.
     Johnston signed with Independence Commu-
nity College to play defensive tackle. Johnston 
said that he has played defensive tackle his entire 
life.
     “Looking back, I never thought that I would 
play football in college when I was younger; but 
it was always a dream that I had my goals set on 
achieving,” Johnston said.
     The three boys have attended school together 
since kindergarten and have played side by side 
on all of their football teams growing up. They 
agree that they will miss many aspects about 
Silver Lake’s community as they go on to play 
college football.
     “I will miss the family atmosphere that we 
have as a team and as a community,” Johnston 
shared.
     “The thing that I will miss the most is the 
Silver Lake family that I have grown up with 

and loved over the past four years. From the members 
of the community to my teammates and my coaches, 
this community is a family that can never be broken,” 
Pfannenstiel offered.
     The boys said most of their high school can be 
traced back to the CJ Hamilton Football Field.
     “One of my best memories is knowing that we 
were a part of the team that helped CJ break the state 
record for games won. Honestly, though, I have too 
many memories to count that are all based around that 
field. It is where I learned that with my team we can 
overcome adversity and get through any struggles as 
long as we play as one,” Baird remembered.
     As the boys continue on, they intend to do more 
during college than just play football. All three of 
them see future careers outside of competing athleti-
cally. Pfannenstiel plans on becoming an accountant, 
Johnston plans on becoming an athletic trainer, and 
Baird intends on helping his uncle and grandfather on 
their family farm.
     One aspect of football that the seniors agree on is 
that the lessons they learned on CJ Hamilton Football 
Field are lessons that will help them throughout the 
rest of their lives… on and off the field.
     “I have learned that family means everything,” 
Johnston reflected.
     The boys want to carry on their tradition of family 
as they move forward in their college careers.
     “CJ would always tell us, ‘It’s about family, it’s 
about togetherness, it’s about all the things that make 
the word family mean something.’ The sense of fam-
ily I have gained will continue on with me throughout 
my life. There is no doubt about that,” Baird said.
     Pfannenstiel said he is ready to carry on the Silver 
Lake tradition of family and community, but knows 
he will miss his home football field. 
     “Playing football for Silver Lake has to be one of 
the greatest things I have ever done with my life. Now 
I have to prove myself on a different field,” Pfannen-
stiel said.

Blake Baird, Kansas State University; Christian 
Johnston, Independence Community College; and Peter 
Pfannenstiel, Washburn University. (Photo by Erin 
Taylor)
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Administration introduces online curriculum
BY ERIN TAYLOR

     Technology has changed the way students and teachers ap-
proach learning, teaching, and new outlooks on education. For 
the upcoming school year, the administration introduced classes 
that will be offered online through the school’s network. The 
classes are those that Kansas community colleges offer online.
     Brad Womack, principal, said the switch is being made now 
because it has become a feasible and logical option.
     “Over the years of budget cuts, we have eliminated teachers 
and, ultimately, classes. The vision is for us to keep the small-
school feeling with the experiences, with opportunities of a large 
school. The technology, as well as new legislation in Kansas, has 
made this possible for us,” Womack said.
     Certain classes will be offered for free to enrolled students.
     “Depending on the class, it ranges from free to whatever the 
cost of an online class is at the college that the student enrolls in. 
Not all classes are college level, so some of them will be free,” 
Womack informed.
     Womack said he believes that by offering online classes, 
there will be a greater variety of courses that students can take. 
However, online classes will not substitute for core classes that 
are already offered by the school district.
     Sophomores, juniors, and seniors have the option of taking 
the classes that will be offered during regular school hours.
     The requirements for these classes vary.
     “The classes are mainly for juniors and seniors who are on 
track to graduate on time. Some credit recovery options will be 
available,” Womack stated.
     He explained how the online class experience is different 
than being in an actual classroom with a teacher.
     “Online classes are a much more passive style of learning. 
Students must, must be self-motivated. I think that some stu-

dents will struggle with that. Some students will take a class and 
once they realize there is not someone in the flesh to turn a paper 
into or available to ask questions to...some students will struggle. 
If that is the case, students should talk with their parents and the 
counselor,” Womack said.
     The variety of classes has appealed to many students, giving 
them opportunities to personalize their own schedules. Lucas 
Schroeder, sophomore, has pre-enrolled in Game Design for his 
junior year.
     “I am going to have a hard schedule for my junior year with 
college biology and college psychology. I wanted a relaxing and 
fun class that I knew I would enjoy,” Schroeder said.
     Jordan Sharpe, freshman, showed interest in taking a foreign 
language online. She said she is eager for the opportunity to take 
classes online.
     “I need two full credits in order to achieve the Kansas Schol-
ars. I think that being able to take French and other foreign lan-
guages online will open up such a variety in our school and allow 
us to be much more cultured as a whole,” Sharpe said.
     Womack said he has hopes of eventually taking the online 
learning to a broader level that will allow students to be a part of 
virtual lectures. 
     “We would like to expand this into video conferencing classes. 
The video conferencing would allow students in our district to 
be connected by video and audio to classrooms in any other high 
school in the state of Kansas,” Womack said.

BY DALLAS MADDOX

     The cast of the spring play was 
relieved when they finally performed 
the show after being moved back a 
day due to a snow storm that canceled 
many schools in the area, includ-
ing Silver Lake. This year the cast 
performed two shows, both with the 
common theme of love.

     “Snew White”, a parody of Snow 
White, tells the story of a young maiden 
who wishes to discover her long-lost 
family. She soon runs into the Dwarves; 
however, they are not the seven from the 
original fairy tale. Throw in a power-hun-
gry Govoner, and an Evil Queen, and there 
is the story!

     A tale of finding one’s true love that 
takes place in the lovely city of Vinice, 
Italy that begins with a Carnival scene, 
showcasing the talents of the cast, and 
ending with a beautiful love sequence and 
a group of weddings. Along the way the 
audience encounters a cross-dressing Vit-
toria, and even Arrlechino tries on a dress.

“Snew White” “Arlecchino & the City of Love”

SENIORS
Ashley Webb
Dallas Maddox*

SOPHOMORES

Dawson DeShazo
Gracie Petrie
Noah Cross
Callie Killinger
Josh Schroeder
Ben Kowach
Caleb Kampsen
Nathan Cunningham
Ashley York

JUNIORS

Jacinta Akin
Cameron McGough
Lucas Schroeder
Kayla Fellers
Keegan Weber
Zach Wilson
Logan Runnebaum
Kristin Howser
Chelsey Johnston
Cheyenne White
Codey Watson
Rachel Holder
Josey Morgan
Jessica Williams
Dalton Byrne

FRESHMEN
Oen Griffin
Jessica Johnson
Eilizabeth Moore
Brianna Womack
Dylan Womack
Kallee Watkins
Tyler Billings*
Jessica Boyden*
Tessa Welbourne*
Chris Anderson*

* Denotes technical crew member

“Students must, must be 
self-motivated.”

~ Brad Womack, principal

Photos by Carney Ziegler
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COMMENTARY BY CASEY KELLY

BY KELSEY JOHNSON

Josh Schroeder, one of the founders of the Origami Dojo club, helps Morgan 
Koelzer, junior member. (Photo by Kelsey Johnson)

        rigami club shows off FOLDING skills

     The Origami Dojo club 
members are given the opportu-
nity to use their creativity to fold 
many paper designs such as seals, 
clovers, flowers, and hearts. The 
club meets every Friday morning 
in Sponsor Jerry Bollig’s room. 
They fold a new design every time 
they meet.
     Junior Josh Schroeder is one of 
the founders of the organization. 
He teaches students designs that 
he has learned from interesting 
sources. He said he enjoys origami 
as much as the students.
     “Many of the first designs I 
folded, I found in books in the 
library. Soon, I began folding 
designs I found on the Internet. 
     “In junior high, I began design-
ing my own models,” Schroeder 
added.
     He said he thinks origami is 
good for the students.
     “I thought it would be a place 
where people could have fun.

     “ My favorite part of Origami 
Dojo club is when I allow peo-
ple to make something they’re 
proud of. I love it when people 
show their friends what they 
made in the Dojo because that 
makes me feel like the meeting 
was a success,” Schroeder said.
     Members have joined for a 
variety of reasons, ranging from 
being in the club with friends or 
just for pure fun. Junior Chayse 
Saia said he enjoys being in the 
club.
     “I joined this club to broaden 
my horizons and exhaust all the 
possibilities Silver Lake has to 
offer,” Saia commented.
     Saia said he thinks being in 
the club is a good way to learn 
something new.
     Schroeder said the club is 
holding an end-of-the-year party 
at the city park this weekend. 
Paid members will share in 
pizza and pop.

Brendan Vega, junior, works on folding the first part of his design. 
(Photo by Kelsey Johnson)

(Back row) Kenzie Kriss, Tara Bledsoe, Brianna Womack, Jes-
sica Johnson, Ben Kowach, Codey Watson, and Lucas Schroeder. 
(Third row) Sponsor Jerry Bollig, Morgan Athon, Carney Ziegler, 
Nikki Womack, Erin Taylor, Ashley Womack, and Morgan Koelzer. 
(Second row) Kaleb Chockley, Kelsey Kriss, Katelyn Zeilinger, 
Jessica Boyden, Cameron McGough, and Greg Larson. (Front row) 
Brennan Robinson, Josh Schroeder, Chayse Saia, Brendan Vega, 
and Issac Pridey. (Photo by Karlee Fischer)

O “How I Met Your Mother”
One of America’s best sitcoms

     Ever turned on the television, a show 
was on, and you just decided to watch 
it? You know, the old “nothing else is on 
or looks better” card? That episode was 
funny, so you turn it on once again an-
other day when boredom was achieved. 
It’s just a show to “pass the time,” it’s 
just a funny clip, or it probably doesn’t 
have a “real” connected storyline, right?
     Wrong.
     A show I used to watch every once 
in awhile turned into one of my favor-
ite television series of all time: “How I 
Met Your Mother.” However, if you just 
watch one episode, you would think it’s 
either funny, silly, or it has a little bit 
of “inappropriate” humor. Well, when 
watched start to finish, it has a very good 
and addicting story line.
     The CBS television series might 
appear to be about some post-college 
aged individuals at a bar and random 
places in New York, with a protagonist 
that is a notorious promiscuous bachelor 
(or seems to be, depending on which 
season and episode you watch. There is a 
SPOILER HINT ALERT.) The protago-
nist, Barney, is played by Neil Patrick 
Harris.
     There is Robin from Canada who 
is a journalist on television, a little 
masculine, and who does not want kids 
or a serious commitment (spoiler alert, 
depends on the season). Robin is played 
by Cobie Smulders
     Then there is the couple who has 
been together since their first day of their 
freshman year of college, Marshall and 
Lily (again, depends on the season you 
watch, spoiler.) They call each other 
“Marshmallow” and “Lilypad.” How 
cute! Jason Segel plays Marshall, while 
Alyson Hannigan plays Lily.
     However, the real protagonist is Ted, 
the architect, who is played by Josh 
Radnor. Ted seems to be the levelheaded 
one, who is a hopeless romantic and 
who loves “ Star Wars.” (Barney also is a 
“Star Wars” fanatic more than Ted). The 
real story line is adorable (this might be 

a spoiler alert), but I will state it vaguely.
     The story is about how Ted meets his 
future wife. However, by watching just 
a single episode of this (there are a few 
exceptions, as with most occurrences), the 
title may confuse you. The thought, “How 
does this have anything to do with some-
one meeting someone’s mother?” But if 
watched from Episode 1 to now, you will 
see how incredibly awesome this show 
is and the humor behind “This will be... 
wait for it... Legen-waitForIt-DARY!” and 
“SUIT UP.”
     Falling in love with these quirky semi-
unstable characters is just one of the many 
effects of watching this series. Although 
there is quite a bit of sexual based humor, 
it is not immoral. However, you might 
not want to watch this with your 3 or 11, 
maybe even 14-year-old. 
     It is a great show for couples to watch 
because of its appeals to both genders. It 
is also a good show for young adults to 
watch.  This show makes up for its some-
what sexual content at times by its lack 
of violence, which is awesome! So much 
of the media has an unhealthy amount of 
violence, so it’s nice to see at least a little 
bit more of the pacifist friendly television 
show. At least there is one series that is 
targeted more to adults that isn’t filled 

with violence.
      Other series that are more family-
friendly and should be watched in order 
like “How I Met Your Mother” is both the 
new and the old “Doctor Who,” which is a 
sci-fi family friendly show, the old classic 
“Gilligan’s Island;” “Teen Titans;” “The 
Big Bang Theory;” “Sabrina, the Teenage 
Witch,” and “Saved by the Bell.”

“Star Wars”
Another series where order counts

1977 - “A New Hope” - Episode IV
1980 - “The Empire Strikes Back” - Episode V

1983 - “Return of the Jedi” - Episode VI
1999 - “The Phantom Menace” - Episode I
2002 - “Attack of the Clones” - Episode II
2005 - “Revenge of the Sith” - Episode III

2015 - Episode VII will be released
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BY CHELSEY JOHNSTON

 Commentary by Chelsey Johnston
     Forensics is a sport. Every day after school, stu-
dents have a chance to practice. They go to tourna-
ments every weekend, not knowing whether they 
will place and earn a spot to state. Forensics is one 
of the toughest, most competitive sports. It’s equal is 
debate.
      Forensics may start out as a way to get an ‘easy’ 
speech credit, but it’ll end as something greater than 
a student could imagine. It will affect you.
     The other members of your squad become your 
family.
    What it takes to be a forensicator:
     Forensicators have to practice almost every single 
night with the slim chance that they may break at 
one tournament. (Practice means sitting down with 
coaches and letting them tell you what is wrong with 
your performance, and you trying to figure out how 
to fix it.)             
     Forensicators get up at around 4 or 5 a.m. in the 
morning to get on a bus that leaves about 6 or 7 a.m. 
(if they are lucky). There are some days where foren-
sicators have to be on the bus by 5 a.m.
      Besides the early mornings, forensicators enjoy 
their program. Some enjoy performing, while others 
simply enjoy pushing themselves to the next level. 
Sometimes there are people who join the program 
because they want to overcome their fear of public 
speaking. There are also people who join just to get 
an ‘easy’ credit.

 Now let’s look into the world of three forensicators...

     Morgan Simmonds, sophomore, joined forensics last 
year.
     “I initially joined forensics my freshman year because I 
was curious about the program and thought I might enjoy it. 
I returned my sophomore year because I enjoyed competing 
and spending time with the squad,” she said.
     Simmonds commented that the novices, the newest 
members of the squad, are very dedicated this season.
    “I love the novices this year. They are so hard-working 
and eager, and I hope their dedication rubs off on the rest of 
our squad,” she explained.
     Simmonds shared that being an experienced forensicator 
is challenging. 
     “It is different being an experienced forensicator instead 
of being a novice. More is expected of you, and sometimes 
reaching those expectations may be challenging,” she com-
mented.
     Simmonds explained that she is competing in prose, dra-
matic interpretation and poetry this season and has broken 
into finals on several occasions.
     “My prose piece is the well-known story of ‘Charlotte’s 
Web.’
     “My poetry piece is titled ‘What We Fail To Notice’ and 
‘What Remains,’ which is about the loss of a loved one. I 
have chosen to do these pieces because I think they are both 
very emotional,” Simmonds said.
     She explained her favorite aspect of forensics is spending 
time with the squad.
     “They are all such interesting people, and I can relate to 
them very well,” she commented.
     She also explained her least favorite part of the program.
     “My least favorite part of forensics is when you don’t do 
well at a tournament. For example, if you don’t do very well 
the first round, it ruins the rest of the day because you know 
you probably won’t break into finals. Also if you don’t do 
well, you may feel like you’ve let your squad down, and 
that’s a terrible feeling,” she shared.
     Simmonds said she believes that there isn’t a set persona 
for the forensics squad.
    “I don’t think there is a stereotype for people in forensics-
not at Silver Lake at least. To be in forensics, you don’t have 
to be an athlete or smart; you just have to be dedicated to 
the program.
    “I’m not sure if I will stay in forensics next year. You are 
required to get up early and attend eight Saturday tourna-
ments, and it really utilizes much of your spare time. On 
the other hand, you really learn a lot from it, and it is a fun 
experience,” she said.

     Zach Wilson, sophomore, explained that he joined foren-
sics because he wanted to try something new.
     “I joined forensics because I already did debate, which I 
enjoyed so it was only logical to try forensics,” he com-
mented.
     Wilson shared that he is happy about the novices this 
year. 
     “I’m really glad to have gotten these novices due to the 
fact they work extremely hard and are always willing to get 
better,” he stated.
     Wilson explained that once you are an experienced 
forensicator, you are on your own.
     “You have no defense,” he shared.
     Wilson competes in Congress, Duet, Duo and Domestic 
Extemporaneous speaking. 
     Wilson has qualified to state in Duo and qualified to NFL 
in Domestic Extemporaneous speaking.
     Wilson said that his favorite aspect about forensics was 
breaking and medaling. 
     “When I break, I know that I beat all the competition,” 
he explained.
     Wilson said that his least favorite aspect of forensics is 
how much time it takes away to do other activities.
     “There is literally no free time to do much of anything,” 
he commented.
     Wilson explained that his goals for this year include 
qualifying to state.
    “I wanted to qualify to state, take first in duet, break at 
the rest of my tournaments. Then, to just do my best at 
nationals in Policy Debate in Philadelphia,” he shared.

     Kallee Watkins, freshman, joined forensics because she 
wanted to conquer her fear. 
     “I joined because I thought it would help me a lot with 
my fear of talking in front of people,” she commented.
     When Watkins first joined the program, she was intimi-
dated.
     “When I first joined, I thought it would be hard, but as I 
got into it, it got easier. You have to work hard in forensics 
to ‘make the grade,’” she said.
     Watkins explained that she enjoyed Congress.
     “I did Congress because I thought it would be fun. My 
Saturday events are informative, prose and poetry. My in-
formative topic is over highlighters. It took many people to 
help me with my decision like Mrs. Blackburn, Miss Taylor, 
and Mrs. Naylor,” she shared.
     Watkins said that her favorite aspect of forensics are the 
tournaments.
     “The aspect I like the most is going out to tournaments. 
I like meeting new people, but I also like the fact that we 
are such a good squad and we support each other,” she 
explained.
     Watkins stated that her least favorite aspect of forensics 
is the class performances.
      “I don’t like them because you are performing in front 
of people who know you and will more than likely remem-
ber if you have a terrible performance,” she commented.
     Watkins said that there is a stereotype for forensicators.
     “We are labeled as nerds mostly because people think 
you have to be overly smart to be in the program.
     “The truth is, we are just kids who love acting or poetry 
and want to show their talent to someone else,” she shared.
     The goal that Watkins has is simple: medal in forensics.
     “I want to feel like I accomplished something I person-
ally have never done before,” she said.
     Watkins stated that she is doesn’t think Naylor is mean 
or scary.
     “I absolutely love forensics. Everyone thinks Mrs. Nay-
lor is mean and scary, but she is just preparing you for the 
outside world. I am not scared of her now. 
     “I have also had the privilege of having Miss Taylor as a 
student teacher. She is loving and compassionate about her 
debators and forensicators. She is a very bubbly, cheery and 
a fun person to be around,” she shared.

Zach Wilson

Morgan siMMonds

Kallee WatKins

Forensics: Inside the program

*SEE GUIDE ON NEXT PAGE FOR ABBREVIATIONS
State Champs Qualifiers: 

Caleb Kampsen, OO and EXT
Josh Schroeder, OO and EXT

Erin Taylor, OO and INFO
Brandon Lampe, INFO 
Sydney Monteith, EXT 

Cameron McGough, OO 
Jordan Sharpe, HI and PRO 

Zach Wilson, DUO and EXT 
Oen Griffin, DUO and POE

Codey Watson - POE
Dallas Maddox - SSA 

State Festival Qualifiers: 
Chelsey Johnston, INFO 

Nathan Cunningham, EXT and INFO 
Oen Griffen, POE

Morgan Simmonds, PRO

NFL Qualifiers (National Forensics League): 
Caleb Kampsen, Congress

NCFL Qualifiers (National Catholic Forensics League):
Zach Wilson, EXT

Erin Taylor, OO
Cameron McGough, ODEC

Caleb Kampsen, Policy team debate 
Nathan Cunningham, Policy team debate

Ben Kowach, Policy team debate 
Austin Tripp,  Policy team debate

* Forensics Event Guide:
OO: Original Oration

EXT: Extemporaneous Speaking
INFO: Informative Speaking
HI: Humorous Interpretation

PRO: Prose / POE: Poetry
DUO: Duo Acting

ODEC: Oral Declamation
SSA: Seriou Solo Acting

  

Coach Gail Naylor assists Junior Austin Tripp as Freshman Jordan Sharpe looks on. (Photo by Dallas Maddox)
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BY MACKENZIE FREEMAN

Hearty Hoopla

“Be unique and 
different, say yes.” 

“Are you related to 
Yoda? 

Because 
Yoda-licious!”

“My dream date 
would be having a 
candlelit dinner on 
top of a skyscraper 
amid the city lights 

and the beautiful 
night sky.”

“I can’t stand when a 
guy treats a girl like 
a dog. They need to 
treat the girl with 

respect and be classy 
about it.”

“They have to be nice 
and hold a conversation. 

MUST have a sense of 
humor and take 

sarcasm well. I also like 
guys who have light eyes 

and are taller than me, 
but not too tall. It also 
helps if he’s British or 

Irish!”

“My dream date 
would be me taking 
her to Paris on my 

private jet where we 
would dine in the 

gardens of Versailles, 
then conquer the 
world together.” 

“A girl who doesn’t 
have any sense of 
personal hygiene.”

“I want a girl who is 
trustworthy and likes 
my friends as much 

as she likes her own.” 

Best Pick-Up Line Dream Date Turn Offs Quality You Seek

Students discuss their opinions about certain relationship aspects

KASSIE KOSEK
FRESHMAN

DALLAS MADDOX
SENIOR

KARLEE FISCHER
SENIOR

ZACH WILSON
SOPHOMORE

LOGAN BLEDSOE
JUNIOR

BROCK SWARTZ
SENIOR

GABBY DOEBELE
SOPHOMORE

DALTON BYRNE
SOPHOMORE

FOR MORE EAGLE TIMES, CLICK HERE

http://www.silverlakeschools.org/vimages/shared/vnews/stories/5181043ad2b0d/March%20ET.pdf

