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BY ERIN TAYLOR

Debate: Another trophy for the cases

     There is no doubt that it has been a standout year for the 
high school debate team. Throughout the season, the team 
won many medals and trophies, became regional champions, 
overcame challenges, and achieved many of their goals. 
Now community members walking through the hallways are 
given the opportunity to see yet another state championship 
trophy in the glass cases.
     The high school debate team won the 3A four-speaker 
state championship.
     Members of the championship team were juniors Nathan 
Cunningham, Joshua Schroeder, Luke Fangman, and Caleb 
Kampsen. The four boys made up the four-speaker team 
who debated in the two-day state tournament at Tonganoxie 
High School on Jan. 11 and 12. 
     Cunningham and Fangman debated the affirmative 
topic (Resolved: The United States Federal Government 
shall substantially increase its transportation infrastructure 
investment in the US). Schroeder and Kampsen debated the 
negative. 
     Fangman said the team members set goals prior to and 
during the season.
     “Becoming a state champion was one of my main goals 
of the year because that is what means the most to the 
school and to the community,” Fangman said.
     Schroeder and Kampsen boasted undefeated records for 
both the regional and state tournaments. 
     Kampsen said they learned something from every round 
and used the lessons to prepare themselves for the state 
tournament.
     “We’ve prepared by listening to Mrs. Naylor (most of the 
time). I am always doing my best to get better each round. 
Above all, I just made it a priority for myself to leave my 

name on the program,” Kampsen shared.
     Coach Gail Naylor was pleased with the 
boys’ performance. She explained how it felt to 
be a state champion coach again.
     “It felt very well deserved, but for the boys. 
They have been through a great deal to perse-
vere toward this championship.
     “The boys earned the championship. The 
four of them dropped five ballot decisions out 
of 75 during the tournament. During post-
season, they dropped one out of 25 rounds 
with nearly 150 different and varying judges,” 
Naylor stated.
     Schroeder said that the state tournament 
left them with many feelings and also prepared 
them for next year.

     “It’s always an honor to stand among excellent 
debaters while at the state championship tourna-
ment and to be held in esteem among them, that we 
may be respectful adversaries.
     “I believe that this state championship was a 
springboard for our senior year, and regardless of 
whether we repeat, I anticipate a strong senior year 
for our team,” Schroeder said.
     Kampsen said they were filled with different 
emotions after receiving their trophy.
     “It’s a double-edged sword. I’m undoubtedly ex-
tremely proud of my fellow colleagues and the suc-
cess that we showed; however, it is nerve-racking 
knowing that going into next year we will all have 
targets painted on our backs,” Kampsen said.
     Cunningham said that he wanted to be a famous 
debater on the competition circuit. The state cham-
pionship has put Silver Lake’s program back on the 
map.
     The debate program has influenced all four of 
the competitor’s lives in different ways. Fangman 
said the insights that debate has given him will al-
low for greater success in his future.
     “Debate has taught me persuasion and to 
overcome my fear and speak confidently in front of 
people, but I really want to focus more on the con-
fidence it has given me. Debate has showed me that 
no matter how intimidating a situation may seem, 
overcoming the obstacles in the situation at hand is 
always possible. Furthermore, I’ve learned that even 
the so called ‘great teams’ are beatable, and that 
success is a real-world opportunity,” Fangman said.
     Cunningham said he was proud of everything 
that he and his teammates had put into this season. 
He summed up their success in five words.
     “We debated our hearts out,” Cunningham 
concluded.  

Luke Fangman, Nathan Cunningham, Joshua 
Schroeder, and Caleb Kampsen display their state 

championship trophy. (Photo by Erin Taylor)
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Students and staff alike started off the 
New Year with a bang. Here are some 
of the resolutions students and faculty 
members decided on for 2013.

“My New Year’s resolution is 
to try to not use my phone as 
much. I am constantly on it. 
I chose this because I need to 
worry more about what’s going 
on around me and not be play-
ing games all of the time.”

“My New Year’s resolution is 
to study more. I am going to 
make sure and bring my books 
home and tell myself that I 
will do bad if I don’t. I hope 
to be more responsible and get 
somewhat better grades.”

“My New Year’s resolution 
is to be more giving and to 
not stress out about the small 
things as much. I chose it 
because I have realized that 
stressing out about things does 
not help you or your situation. 
I also am trying to be more 
giving because that’s always a 
quality we should have.”

“My New Year’s resolution 
is to drink less soda. I chose 
this because I drink too 
much pop.”

“My New Year’s 
resolution is to spend 
more time with the 
family. When my 
daughter started 
crawling, I realized 
they grow up fast.”

“For my New Year’s 
resolution, I have 
decided to give up 
drinking pop and 
eating less sugar like 
candy and cookies. 
We all know pop has 
no nutritional value 
for our body. I am a 
cancer survivor and 
sugar feeds cancer and 
other illnesses.”

“My New Year’s 
resolution is to lose 
20 pounds. I lost 40 
pounds last year and 
have put 20 back on. 
I need to get back to 
where I was.”

“My resolution is to 
get regular exercise. I 
want to be active, not 
a couch potato.” 

Taylor White, freshman

Caleb Kern, sophomore

Nick Hamilton, 
agricultural teacher

Jane Akin, 
paraprofessional

Greg Harmon, 
Director of Special Services

Shelly Adee, cook

Carney Ziegler, junior

Cole Trammel, senior

BY KELSEY JOHNSON

Journalism staff recognized at national level
     Jostens recognized the 2011-2012 
yearbook staff for their hard work and 
dedication to their publication. 
     The staff was among the first-year 
winners of the National Yearbook 
Program of Excellence award. Only 
317 out of 18,000 schools received 
this honor.
     According to Tim Larson, President 
and Chief Executive Officer of Jostens, 
“Jostens developed the National Year-
book Program of Excellence award 
to recognize schools that continually 
strive to create a great yearbook pro-
gram for their students.
     “In achieving this award, your 
yearbook program met the criteria of 
creating an inclusive yearbook, gener-
ating school engagement, and success-
fully managing the yearbook creative 
process, meeting all of the deadline 
goals,” he said.
     The yearbook staff received two 
awards: a personalized plaque and a 
large banner signifying the honor.
     According to Jamie Manhart, 
journalism adviser, there were many 

criteria that she and her staff had to 
meet to receive the award.
     “To receive this national distinc-
tion from Jostens, we had to include 
at least 50 percent of our student body 
in the yearbook at least three times. 
We included 93 percent at least three 
times. This is the accomplishment 
that means the most to me because 
it proves that this is a memory book 
about and for all of the students and 
not just a certain clique or group.
     “We want the yearbook to be a 
keepsake that everyone will want 
and treasure. I believe the 93 percent 
proves this sentiment to be true,” Man-
hart said.
     At least 70 percent of the student 
body had to purchase a yearbook or 
there had to be a five percent increase 
in the percentage of students buying 
the book compared to the previous 
year.
     Manhart said 81 percent of the 
student body purchased last year’s 
yearbook. Ordering information had to 
reach the students’ homes at least three 
times, and the cover and endsheets had 
to be turned in on time as well as all 
scheduled page deadlines.
     “I am very proud of the students 
who contributed to the yearbook. 
Meeting all of the deadlines shows 
their commitment to the program. Not 
only that, but no matter what career or 

Yearbook featured 
in online magazine
     Jostens produces an online 
magazine for yearbook advis-
ers. The 2011-2012 “Golden 
Eagle” yearbook was featured 
in the December magazine.
     According to Linda Berry, 
senior marketing manager at 
Jostens, over 20,000 people 
receive the online publication.
     Berry said she chose to 
feature Silver Lake because of 
the use of personality profiles 
and surveys to feature more 
students in the yearbook.
     To view the online maga-
zine, click here.

“ My goals for this year 
for the yearbook are to 
achieve this award again 
and also create a better 
book than last year. ”~ Karlee Fischer, editor

job they pursue, they will have to meet 
deadlines. What an excellent life skill 
to learn early in life,” she said.
     Karlee Fischer, yearbook editor, 
said she was also proud of the staff 
and was honored to receive the award.
     “It took a lot of hard work and time 
from all the staff members. It is a great 
honor to receive this award, and I am 
very proud of my staff.
     “My goals for this year for the 
yearbook are to achieve this award 
again and also create a better book 
than last year,” she said.
     Manhart said the theme for this 
year’s yearbook is “That Small Town 
Feeling.” She said Fischer has devel-
oped many interesting layouts that 
give this year’s book a whole new feel.

http://www.jostens.com/apps/shop/images/email/yearbook/adviserandstaff/201212/AandSProgramofExcellence.pdf
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Inside the Mind of a teacher

BY CHELSEY JOHNSTON

Young teachers share educational philosophies, experiences

     Steven Meier, part-time American his-
tory teacher, said that he wanted to be an 
educator because he enjoys teaching kids.
     “I wanted to be a teacher because I like 
helping kids, and I think education is impor-
tant to succeed in life. I looked up to a lot of 
my teachers and hopefully I can have that as 
well,” he said.
     Meier began working at Silver Lake High 
School as a part-time American history 
teacher due to staff changes in January.
     Meier received his bachelor’s degree 
from Benedictine College. He stated that he 
is currently working on his master’s degree 
at Emporia State University.
     Meier said he has a major in economics 
and a minor in political science. 
     One of the many aspects that Meier 
enjoys about teaching American history is 
encouraging the students to learn from the 
past.
     “I really like it when I compare the past 
to the present time and to show correlations 
and get the kids to understand that if we 
don’t look at the past and what we’ve done, 
then we can make the same mistakes in the 
future. I don’t want to go through those 
times again,” he said.
     Meier stated that he started out as a 
special education paraprofessional. He said 
his favorite subjects to teach are economics 
and current events.
     “I like both of those. Current events just 
to get the different perspective of genera-
tion gaps between myself and the students. 
Economics because I don’t think a lot of 
people understand the way that free-market 
societies work,” he said.
     Meier stated that if he could teach any 
subject, he would teach economics and 
history.
     “I want to teach history or economics. 
That way, I could compare and contrast our 
histories and our economic systems,” he 
said.
     Students are full of surprises. Meier 
explained that the questions students have 
surprised him the most.

“There’s ones you expect and ones that you 
could never expect. Knowing the answers to 
them is difficult to start with, so if you don’t 
know the content extremely well, you can 
be surprised by some of their questions,” he 
said.
     Meier explained that the most rewarding 
aspect of teaching, for him, is seeing the 
students learn about history.
     “The most rewarding would be the kids’ 
development and understanding of the way 
our system works and how the histories 
worked. Just seeing them finally get it, it’ll 

click one day and you can see it,” he said.

it wasn’t something that I wanted to do. 
I didn’t want to sit at a desk all day and 
write program codes. I was taking math 
classes already, and I found out that I was 
good at math. I started tutoring someone 
in my dorm room hall and found out that 
I enjoyed helping other people with math. 
That made me decide to become a math 
major with an emphasis in education,” she 
said.
     Beall said that one of the reasons that 
she wanted to be a teacher was that she 
wanted to help students.
     “My high school teachers really had a 

     Kelby Brown, social studies teacher, said 
that he wanted to be a teacher because he 
was influenced by his family.
     “As I was growing up, I was influenced 
by a lot of great teachers either in school, 
or a lot of my family members are teach-
ers. I saw the difference they were making 
in students’ lives and how people that are 
grown adults nowadays still look back and 
cherish the times that they had with those 
teachers, so that really pushed me to become 
a teacher and want to make a difference in 
that way,” he said.
     Brown received his degree from Wash-
burn University.
     “I started at Bethany College in Winds-
burg, Kansas. A part of it came from there 
and then I got my actual degree at Wash-
burn,” he said.
     Brown explained that he has a history 
and political science degree.
     Brown commented that he one of the 
aspects he enjoys about teaching is talking 
about where our country came from.
     “The different people who made up our 
country. Also, getting to talk about different 
people of the world and geography and be-
ing able to talk about people would probably 
be a huge thing I like about teaching social 
studies,” he said.
     Brown said that he has taught not only 
social studies but also a computer class.
     Brown commented that his favorite sub-
ject to teach would be geography.
     “My favorite subject would have to be 
geography because there is so much that 
you can talk about. There’s so many people 
and ways of thinking. You can talk about 
different cultures, ways of thinking. Differ-
ent cultures fascinate me and how people 
interact with each other based on their 
cultures,” he said.
     Brown shared that the most challenging 
aspect of teaching is when he can’t help a 
student understand a concept.

1. Michelle Taylor, student teacher, helps Oen Griffin, freshman, with 
forensics. 2. Kelby Brown, junior high social studies teacher, explains con-
cepts to his third block class. 3. Steven Meier, American history teacher, 
lectures to his class. 4. Kristen Beall, student teacher, assists the class with 
an assignment. 

“My high school 
teachers really had a 
big influence on my 

life...”
-Kristen Beall

Click here for rest of story

     Kristen Beall, student teacher with 
Alan Cunningham, math teacher, said 
that she is currently attending Washburn 
University.
     She commented that she chose to at-
tend Washburn because she liked that it 
had small classes.
     “It has small class sizes, which I really 
like. I went to a really large high school, 
and I didn’t want to be just another 
number. I wanted my professors to know 
my name and I wanted to be able to go to 
them whenever I would need help and not 
feel intimidated. 
     “My family also moved to Kansas 
right after from high school, and I wanted 
to be near my family. I’ve visited a lot 
of colleges in Kansas and when I got to 
Washburn, it just felt right,” she said.
     Beall said she graduated from James 
Bouie High School in Austin, Texas.
     She stated that her major is math-
ematics with an emphasis in secondary 
education.
     Beall commented that she was 
originally going to pursue a Computer 
Information Science degree.
     “I actually started out as a computer in-
formation science major and decided that 

big influence on my life and a lot of their 
influences made me who I am today. I 
wanted to be that for other kids,” she said.
     Beall stated that the teacher who had 
the most influence on her in high school 
was her band teacher.
     “When I was in school, I hated him be-
cause he was really strict and really mean 
and just tough. He pushed you really hard, 
and I became very dedicated and hard 
working from my experience in that band. 
It was because of him, so he became my 
favorite teacher after I graduated high 
school. I realized what a large influence 
and impact he had on my life,” she said.
     Beall commented that the most chal-
lenging aspect of teaching is making sure 
that all the students can understand the 
material.
     “Well, I’m not really a teacher yet, so 
it’s hard to say. I’ve only taught one 

Click here for rest of story

Click here for rest of story

     Michelle Taylor, student teacher and 
Silver Lake High School alumna, is cur-
rently attending Emporia State University.
     She said she chose to attend Empo-
ria because it is one of the best teaching 
schools in the nation.
     “I chose to go to Emporia State because 
it’s one of the best teaching schools in the 
nation, and one in every four teachers in 
Kansas graduates from Emporia State. I 
really enjoyed their focus on pedagogy 
instead of philosophy of education. I got 
more in-class experience than I would have 
had at a university like KU, which is where 
I attended previously,” she said.
     Taylor explained that she is majoring 
in secondary English and speech theater 
education.
     She said that she chose her major 
because she enjoys English, debate and 
forensics.
     “I chose the speech theater part because 
it involves debate and forensics. That 
would be what prompted me to go into 
teaching originally. I was also very good at 
English in high school. I enjoyed English, 
and I loved reading. I enjoy writing and 
reading in general. Also, that would be a 

Click here for rest of story

1.

2.

3.

4.

     “The most challenging aspect would 
be when a kid struggles, and I can’t find 
a way to get through to them. That’s the 
hardest challenge for me, just finding a 
way every student can learn whether it be 
through visual aids or extra help along the 
way,” he said.
     Brown said that the most rewarding 
part of teaching is when a student finally 
understands a concept that he or she hadn’t 
been able to before.

Steven Meier

Kristen Beall

Kelby Brown

Michelle Taylor

Photo by Jessica Johnson

(Photo by Chelsey Johnston)

(Photo by Chelsey Johnston)

(Photo by Kenzie Kriss)

http://www.silverlakeschools.org/vnews/display.v/ART/510ad95e66d4a?in_archive=1
http://www.silverlakeschools.org/vnews/display.v/ART/510ad95e66d4a?in_archive=1
http://www.silverlakeschools.org/vnews/display.v/ART/510ad95e66d4a?in_archive=1
http://www.silverlakeschools.org/vnews/display.v/ART/510ad95e66d4a?in_archive=1


Backpacks & Tattoos
Rachel Hook

“My body is my journal, and my tattoos are my story.” -Johnny Depp

     Rachel Hook, junior, got a tattoo Sept. 1, at Absolute Tattoo. It is on 
her wrist and says ‘hope’ with a flower as the ‘O.’ 
     “I chose to get this tattoo because I’ve had a lot of hardships through 
the years, and ‘hope’ is what has gotten me through each day. I got the 
flower as the ‘O’ because when a flower grows, it grows toward the sun, and 
to have hope I have to look at the light and be positive,” she said. 
     Hook’s father went with her to get her tattoo.
     “My dad was a little skeptical about me getting the tattoo, but when 
I told him what I wanted and why I wanted it, he was okay with it,” she 
said. 
     Hook said if she could change her tattoo, she would make it smaller, but 
other than that, she is pleased with her tattoo.
     “I don’t regret getting a tattoo. It reminds me every day to stay strong,” 
Hook said.
     Hook plans on getting more meaningful tattoos in the future. 
     “If you really want a tattoo, be sure that it is meaningful and that it is 
something that you really want and will still like in the future,” she said. 

     Alexis Campbell, senior, has two tattoos. She got both of her tattoos done at Fine Line Tattoos and the same artist did them both. 
      She got her first tattoo done on July 30, 2011. It is a trilogy that stands for ‘three sisters’ on the front of her right hip. 
     “I chose to get my trilogy tattoo at the same time as my sisters because it stands for ‘three sisters.’ We decided on this symbol 
because both of my sisters have gone through heart surgery, and I was really close to losing them, so it stands for our strength,” she 
said. 
     She got her second tattoo done on Nov. 21. She said this tattoo was not as painful as her first one. 
     “My second tattoo is a purple rose with a pink breast cancer ribbon and on the ribbon is the date 2-21-12. My tattoo is located on 
my left shoulder. I chose to get the rose and ribbon tattoo as a memorial tattoo for the death of my Grandma Campbell. 
     “The rose is symbolic for our middle name and purple is our favorite color along with the color of the rose I put on my Grandma’s 
grave. The ribbon is symbolic for my Grandma’s battle against breast cancer. The date 2-21-12 is when my Grandma lost her 
battle,” Campbell said. 
     Campbell does not regret getting either of her tattoos because she said she put a lot of thought into both of them.
     “I have thought about getting more tattoos, but I am not sure about what I would get, so I am going to hold off on that until I 
have a good reason to get one,” she said.

Alexis Campbell

Kylee Dewey
Aaron Biswell

     Aaron Biswell, senior, has two tattoos that he believes create good conversations. He 
got his first tattoo done the summer after his junior year at Fine Line Tattoo. It is a 
Bible verse located on his chest.
     “I chose the Bible verse Jeremiah 29:11 which states, ‘For I know the plans I have for 
you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.’
     “I’ve talked to quite a few people about my Bible verse and hopefully they took some-
thing positive from it,” he said. 
     Biswell’s second tattoo is a Copenhagen can. He found a man on Craigslist.com to do 
his second tattoo. 
     “I was nervous getting the tattoo while looking in the mirror, knowing it will be with 
me forever. When I arrived at the trailer, the first thing I saw was a pitbull. I was very 
nervous to go inside, but the artist had a very legitimate studio and had clean needles 
and new ink. He had lost his shop along with everything else through a divorce. The 
pitbull was a very sweet dog,” he said. 
     Biswell does not regret getting either of his tattoos. He has a couple of drawings that 
he would like to make tattoos in the future.
     “If you’re thinking about getting a tattoo, make sure it means something to you and 
can be easily explained. I have been asked dozens of times what Jeremiah 29:11 means, 
and it’s important to be able to explain it. Otherwise, people may make assumptions as 
to why you have a tattoo of something ridiculous,” he said. 

     Kylee Dewey was 16 when she got the word “love” tattooed on the 
inner side of her foot.  She got it done at Fine Line Tattoo in Topeka, 
with the support of her family. 
     “When I got my tattoo, my mom, stepdad, and sister came with me. 
My parents weren’t against my tattoo. They just wanted me to know 
for sure what I wanted because it would be there for the rest of my life,” 
she said. 
     Dewey’s mother got a matching “love” tattoo. 
     “Our matching tattoos symbolize the love between a mother and 
daughter,” she said. 
     Dewey hopes to get another tattoo in the future.
     “I plan to get a Breast Cancer Awareness ribbon at some point,” she 
said. 
     Dewey said she wouldn’t change anything about her tattoo. 
     “I don’t regret getting my tattoo because it’s something I can share 
with my mom forever. 
     “It is exactly the way I want it to be,” she said.

Page by Kallie Fischer



     On Saturday, Jan. 19, the 
pommers attended the Kan-
sas Spectacular Showcase in 
Olathe. Coach Val Elazegui 
explained which performances 
the girls had critiqued.
     She said they performed 
three dances, and picked songs 
that were different in style. 
Elazegui said they picked songs 
that helped them perform with 
a lot of energy that fit their 
strengths and style. 
     They performed their pom 
routine to the song “Edge of 

Glory” by Lady Gaga; their kick routine to the song “Be-
cause of the Night” by The Countdown Singers; and their 
hip-hop routine to songs by boy bands starting from the ‘90s 
up to present day.

     Carney Ziegler, 
junior, shared what 
she learned from the 
experience.
     “I learned that 
there are a lot of 
things we could be 
working on. You see 
the technique the other 
squads have and some 
schools really get into 
character, which we 
could do more of,” 
Ziegler said.

     Elazegui said this is the first time to take the girls to the 
KSPEC.
     “I teach a lot of girls at Dance Factory that are on squads 
that have attended this showcase. It helps their squads im-

SPORTS 8
 Winter Sports 

Accomplishments
Girls Basketball- Mackenzie Freeman

Wrestling- Haegan Schaefer
     Haegan Schaefer, sophomore, is currently ranked first in the state in the 120 lb. weight class. He has wrestled 
for 11 years.
     He expressed his feelings about being first in his weight class.
     “I feel proud because wrestling is something that I have done for a long time, so it feels good to accomplish 
this,” Schaefer shared.
     He explained who motivated him to reach this goal.
     “My dad, who is my coach, pushes me every day at practice,” he said.
     He shared how he will maintain this title and overcome obstacles in the future.
     “I will keep working hard in practice and making weight throughout the season. I will have to keep doing this 
to make my way into the state finals,” Schaefer said.

     Senior Mackenzie Freeman recently reached her personal high 
school career goal: scoring 1,000 points. Working hard and putting 
in extra time in the gym helped her meet her high expectations.
     Tyler Stewart, varsity girls’ basketball coach, complimented 
Freeman on her achievement.
     “Mackenzie hitting this milestone goes to show the hard work 
that she has put in over her career. This didn’t happen overnight 
and doesn’t happen to players that don’t put in the extra practice 
time. As a senior, she has been a great leader, and I couldn’t be 
happier for her,” Stewart said.
     Freeman shared who helped her reach this goal.
     “My team helped me. Without them, I couldn’t be the player I 
am,” Freeman said.
     She explained her feelings after reaching 1,000 points. 
     “I felt accomplished and blessed. It was an honor to join the 
few athletes who have achieved this,” she shared.
     Freeman is one of the five all-time leading scorers in Silver 
Lake girls’ basketball history. 
      She shared what it means to her to reach this achievement.
     “Reaching 1,000 points is a great milestone in my basketball 
career here at Silver Lake. Hopefully this accomplishment will 
inspire future Lady Eagles to do the same,” Freeman said. 
     Freeman currently ranks fifth in all-time career shooting. Loren 
Ziegler, assistant coach, shared what he thought of Freeman when 
comparing her to others in the “1,000 point club.”
     “In my opinion, she is the best pure shooter and best three-
point shooter of this group, and one of the best if not the best de-
fensive players in this group. She has had an excellent career and 
definitely deserves to be with this group of outstanding players,” 
Ziegler explained.
(For Ziegler’s insight into the “1,000-point club,” click here.)

Freeman’s
point breakdown:

Historical Look:

1. Rhonda Matzke - 1517
2. Kathy Mohler - 1324

3. Whitney Pegram - 1232
4. Angie Suther - 1105

5. Mackenzie Freeman - 
1030

6. Susan Crooks- 907
7. Steph Bryant- 902

Mackenzie Freeman takes it to the hoop against the Chargers. 
Freeman will play for the Division I Illinois State Redbirds next 
year. (Photo by Carney Ziegler)

9th grade - 237
10th grade - 243
11th grade - 327

12th grade -
  currently 223

Total: 1030

Schaefer puts in a lot of practice time 
to stay at the number one spot.

 (Photo by Erin Taylor)
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Pommers Pump up the Volume

BY DALTON BYRNE

prove. I want our squad to experience this and be exposed to a 
higher level of dancing so they can see what they achieve as a 
team,” she said.
     Stephanie Davis, junior co-captain, explained her favorite 
part of the showcase.
     “I like watching 
some of the other 
dances, especially the 
hip-hop dances. I’d like 
to go again to see if we 
can get more awards 
than we did this year,” 
Davis said.
     Ziegler shared what 
awards the girls took 
home from KSPEC.
     “We got runner-up 
in cumulative GPA, the 
judges’ award for our 
kick routine, and sweepstakes, meaning we scored higher than 
90 on all three of our routines,” Ziegler said.
    Elazegui said judges at KSPEC consist of American Drill 
Team staff who have dance experience and have choreographed 
dances at the collegiate level.
     Elazegui described how the squad prepared.
     “We practiced three times a week at 6 a.m. We watched vid-
eos of other dance teams who attended the showcase. I talked 
with dance coaches who have attended this in the past to see 
what I needed to do for preparation,” she said.
     Rachel Holder, sophomore, shared her feelings about getting 
up for practice.
     “I hate getting up early to go to practice because you never 
get used to waking up at 5 a.m. However, doing all that work 
is worth it when you hear people cheering for you because you 
did something awesome,” she said.

Photos by Morgan Koelzer

Photo by Karlee Fischer

http://www.silverlakeschools.org/vnews/display.v/ART/510aba028d31f
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Venturesome Vacations
Students, faculty describe their activities over the holiday break
BY MACKENZIE FREEMAN

Alan Cunningham
teacher

Brooke Neff
junior

Christina Weber
teacher

Linndy Frieden
teacher

Karlee Fischer
senior

Brianna Womack
freshman

Jerry Bollig
teacher

“I attended the Fiesta Bowl in 
Phoenix, AZ, to watch Kansas State 

play against Oregon. My favorite thing 
about the event was the warm(er) 

weather and celebrating the season 
with 39,999 other Wildcat fans!”

“My sister and I, with our families, met 
in Harp for an overnight stay at the 

Ramada Inn from Dec. 22-23. We swam 
and partied poolside. My 83-year-old 

mother declined to go down the water 
slide. My most memorable event was 
holding three little babies. The only 

person missing was my dad, who was 
sorely missed.” 

“One memorable event that happened 
over break was New Years. My 

favorite thing about this event was 
that I got to be with my friends, and 

we had the best time. It was a perfect 
way to start off 2013.” 

“Over winter break I went to Phoe-
nix, AZ, to the Tostitos Fiesta Bowl. 
My favorite part about the trip was 
seeing all of the K-State fans that 
traveled down to the game and 
all the activities before. It really 

looked like a sea of purple.”

“I went to the Great Wolf Lodge 
with my family. My favorite thing 

was going down the water slides as 
fast as I could.”

“An exciting or memorable event 
that happened over break was 

meeting my ‘new’ cousin, Jadelyn. 
My Aunt Rita and Uncle Roy ad-

opted her recently. My favorite part 
about it was knowing I may end up 

as a role model for her.”

“My most memorable events over the 
holiday break were the times I spent 

with my kids, Samson and Kinley. One of 
those was watching them open up gifts 
on Christmas morning, and the second 
was going sledding at Quinton Heights 

in Topeka. These were my favorite 
events because I love seeing joy on the 

faces of my children.”
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430 MAIN STREET
ROSSVILLE, KS 66533

582-6722
1-800-750-0006

DOUG’S    The
PHARMACY      Flower Mart&Michael W. Miller, D.D.S., P.A.

428 Main, P.O. Box 158
Rossville, KS 66533

Phone: (785) 584-6101
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Interested in advertising in the
sports bulletins,

school web site, or yearbook?

Contact Jamie Manhart at the high school-
jmanhart@silverlakeschools.org

or (785) 582-4639


