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Debate teams prep for 
post-season action
BY DALTON BYRNE /KELSEY JOHNSON

     The debaters, led by Coach Gail Naylor, 
are ending the season with a bang.
   Juniors Nathan Cunningham, Josh Schroed-
er, Caleb Kampsen, and Luke Fangman are 
state qualifiers in 4-speaker debate, taking first 
at regionals. They will debate in a round-robin 
format to decide the best debate school in the 
state.
     Cunningham and Fangman are the affirma-
tive team, while Kampsen and J. Schroeder are 
the negative.
     In the 2-speaker division competition, 
Sophomores Keegan Weber and Lucas 
Schroeder,  Senior Cohner DeShazo and Junior 
Colbe Austin, Juniors Ben Kowach and Austin 
Tripp, and Freshman Novice Brianna Womack 
and Sophomore Zach Wilson are the teams 
involved.
     Silver Lake is the only 3A school to receive 
an invitiation bid to the Debate Coaches Invita-
tional at Wichita East High School over Christ-
mas break. Bid invitations are sent to only 
the top, most competitive teams in the state. 
Naylor said this is a huge honor for the debate 

team. DeShazo and Kampsen, and Fangman 
and J. Schroeder will represent SLHS at this 
tournament.
     In addition to the bid invitation, two 
teams will be representing the Salina 
Diocese in policy debate in Philadelphia. 
This competition will occur this May at the 
National CFL tournament. The two teams 
are Cunningham and Kampsen, and Kowach 
and Wilson. 
     The topic the teams will be debating at 
all tournaments is the national infrastructure 
reform. 
     Naylor explained how with a lack of 
seniors and girls, she had to go with the 
flow this year.
     “Well I have mostly boys which isn’t 
new for me. I’ve had it in the past, but for a 
group of boys, I’ve had more drama I think 
than ever before. I think it has been difficult 
because I’ve had such few seniors that I’m 
kind of bottom heavy. So it’s been kind of a 
‘Let’s figure it out and  do as we go’ kind of 
year. And that has been kind of different.”

(Back row) Austin McDonald, Luke Fangman, Austin Tripp, Caleb Kampsen, Colbe Austin, Nathan 
Cunningham, Brandon Lampe, Cohner DeShazo, Josh Schroeder, Zach Wilson, Ben Kowach, and Lu-
cas Schroeder. (Front row) Coach Gail Naylor, Cheyenne White, Sydney Monteith, Brianna Womack, 
Logan Runnebaum, Keegan Weber, Ashlie McPherson, and Assistant Coach Michelle Taylor. (Photo 
by LifeTouch)
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Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat
By Kallie Fischer

Dawson DeShazo, junior, puts his heart and soul 
into his solo during the musical. DeShazo played 
Pharaoh as well as a brother named Dan in the 
musical. “I sang plenty of Elvis songs and moved 
my hips in some crazy motions. I was quite the 
character,” he said. 

Narrators......... Logan Bledsoe, Courtney Priddy,
          Jacinta Akin
Jacob...............................................Evan Burdiek
Joseph...................................Cameron McGough
Rueben.....................................Peter Pfannenstiel
Simeon/Butler..............................Josh Schroeder
Levi/Baker....................................Luke Fangman
Dan/Pharaoh............................ Dawson DeShazo
Napthali/Potiphar.....................Braeden Lockhart
Judah..................................................Noah Cross
Gad.................................................Dalton Byrne
Asher.............................................Codey Watson
Issachaar...........................................Greg Larson
Zebulon .....................................Drake McMillan
Benjamin......................................Jeremy Gifford
Potiphar’s Wife................................Gracie Petrie
Guard...........................................Dylan Womack
Ishmaelites..............Dylan Womack, Erin Taylor,
            Cami Billings
Six Ladies......... Morgan Koelzer, Paige Hallacy, 
                         Carney Ziegler, Stephanie Davis, 
                            Kristin Howser, Rachel Holder
Wives/Chorus....Tara Bledsoe, Brianna Womack, 
           Jordan Sharpe, Oen Griffin, Kenzie Kriss, 
                           Kelsey Priddy, Jessica Johnson, 
                    Jessica Williams, Shelbie Epperson, 
                               Kelsey Kriss, Kami Wymore, 
                               Shea Callahan, Josie Morgan

CAST Stage Manager: Stacy Wade 
Prop Manager: Brooke Neff 
Set Design: Travis Thayer, Drew Deters, 
         Drew Thompson, Dylan Womack 
Costume Production: Katie Hook, Rachel Hook, 
                                   Stacy Wade, Josie Morgan, 
                                   Brooke Neff, Kayla Blasco 
Lights: Dallas Maddox 
Sound: Kayla Blasco 
Curtain: Tucker Maddox, Callie Killinger 
Spotlight: Drew Thompson

STAGE CREW

Trumpet: Sydney Monteith 
Bass Guitar: Rachel Hook 
Drum Set: Ashlie McPherson

PIT ORCHESTRA

Tonya McGough and Kirsten McManus 

Cathy Altman

Jacinta Akin, sophomoreEvan Burdiek, senior Courtney Priddy, senior Gracie Petrie, junior Cameron McGough, sophomore Peter Pfannesnstiel, senior Logan Bledsoe, junior

Photos By Mackenzie Freeman

Photo by Megan Warren

Directors

Accompanist
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Community House Lights Up Highway 24
Interview by Erin Taylor

“If I could write my 
own Christmas song 
with original lyrics, 
it would obviously be 
about cats because I 
love cats.”-Camryn 
Billings, junior

“I have a whole closet  
full of Christmas 
sweaters. It’s tough to 
pick just one favorite, 
but one that I really like  
has Rudolph’s face on 
the front with a light 
for his nose, and then 
his butt on the back!”-
Garrett Wichman, 
senior

“My favorite Christ-
mas decoration is a 
snowman because I 
like the feel of snow 
and because I got to 
build it.”-Tanner Welsh, 
junior

“My favorite Christ-
mas movie is ‘Christ-
mas Vacation’ because 
I love the Griswalds! 
The family is hilari-
ous, and they make 
my Christmas every 
year.”-Jordan Sharpe, 
freshman

“My favorite orna-
ment hanging on my 
tree is the St. Louis 
Rams one that my dad 
got me after they had  
won the Super Bowl 
when I was a wee-
little one.”-Noah Cross, 
junior

Photos by Erin Taylor

Q: In town everyone knows your house, 
even people who don’t know who you 
are know your house. How does that 
make you feel?
A: It gives me a good feeling because I 
like to make people’s day bright, and if I 
can do that by decorating then that’s what 
I’ll do. As long as the kids at school want 
to know when the lights will go on, they 
will go on. I might have to hire someone 
to do it, but the lights will go on.

Q: When did you start collecting all your 
decorations and when did you start dec-
orating? I mean, ever since I was little I 
remember the decorations being out.
A: You would because I came to Silver 
Lake with decorations…  I had a Santa 
Clause and a sleigh and some lights that 
went around the house. We’ve never re-

ally had any vandalism; if we had, I probably would 
have thought about quitting.

Q: Do you anticipate on retiring the decorations any-
time soon or do you want to keep decorating? 
A: As long as I can do it, and have my faculties about 
me that I can oversee it being done, there will be deco-
rations. There have been funny conversations about 
how when Jack and I are gone that something has to 
be put in the deed that the decorations have to keep 
going when they sell the house.

Q: How long do you get new things for the yard and 
will the collection keep growing?
A: I don’t know if it will keep growing but you will 
always see different things. Jack tells me that every 
time that I get something new, I have to get rid of one 
old thing. I bought a new snowman this year to help 
balance the yard out. I’m the one who likes the blow-
ups; Jack doesn’t like them as much. Well, he does and 
he doesn’t. He likes to grumble about it until someone 
says,“Oh, I love your decorations!” He is all on board 
then.

Q: What is your favorite season to decorate for and 
why? 
A: Christmas is my favorite thing to decorate for 
and Easter is next in line. Christmas is because of the 
children and when I was younger Easter was always a 
big deal in my family. I feel like they have gotten kind 
of away from that with both holidays. Christmas is so 
commercialized now. When I was younger, we went to 
midnight mass and then we came straight home and 

went right to bed because Santa was coming, but 
I feel that’s not so much the case anymore. I think 
they have lost a lot of things that actually have to 
do with the holiday.

Q: In a way your yard is kind of like a work of art 
that everyone knows. Do you use the decorations 
to express certain stories or to represent things 
that you believe are important? 
A: Well, I don’t know that the decorations particu-
larly tell a story, but in a way they kind of do. At 
Easter time we have two bunnies out there that are 
grandma and grandpa bunny then we have a little 
girl bunny for all the granddaughters and a little 
boy bunny for all the grandsons. To me those tell a 
personal story.

Q: The DYING question… Where on Earth do you 
keep all of it?
A: We keep them in the small shed in our back yard 
and have several shelves in the garage. I keep them 
grouped by holiday. All the figurines and every-
thing that you see out all the time go in our garage.

Q: Why do you decorate for every holiday? 
A: Because I like to decorate. I have been accused 
of not decorating for everything before and I asked 
them “What haven’t I decorated for?” and they said 
“Hanukkah!” and I said “Well find me a blow up 
for it and I will put it out there.” There are people 
who pass through here and acknowledge that I 
decorate for everything, and when that happens, 
you know you made someone’s day good.

     No matter what holiday it is, drivers can always expect to cruise 
down Highway 24 and see at least one yard decorated. 

Ranging in seasons from Christmas to Easter, and Valentines Day to 
graduation in May, people can always anticipate seeing 
something in the yard of the house across from Casey’s. 

Now we put a name with the people behind the decorations. 
Home owners Velma and Jack Hawkins truly live to decorate. 

I recently sat down with V. Hawkins and asked her some questions 
that people are always wondering.
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BY MACKENZIE FREEMAN

An Aussie Adventure
Senior’s passion takes her overseas

     “On a long journey of 
human life, faith is the best of 
companions; it is the best re-
freshment on the journey; and 
it is the greatest property” ~ 
Buddha

     Senior Lydia Carroll plans 
to use this advice as a guide 
on her journey next school 
year to Sydney, Australia, 
where she will be studying 
music and ministry. 
     Carroll is an active mem-
ber of Light of the World 
Christian Center in Topeka. 
As a senior, thinking about 
her next step in life has 
been a top priority. She was 
interested in many different 
Christian colleges, but one 
in particular caught her eye: 
Hillsong International Lead-
ership College. 
     “I had heard of Hillsong 
before but didn’t know much 
about it. Then my youth 
group went to a Hillsong live 
concert in Kansas City, and 
that is when I found out they 
had a college. From that point 
on, it was my dream to attend 
Hillsong to study music. I 
have such a respect for what 

Hillsong does. They travel 
around the world preaching 
and playing music to spread 
God’s love, and I know that’s 
what I want to do for the rest 
of my life,” Carroll said.
     At the concert, an adver-
tisement was shown urging 
the audience to text the given 
number to enter to win a free 
semester at Hillsong. Carroll 
texted the number and gave 
her information, which en-
tered her in the drawing with 
thousands of other hopefuls. 
     Little did she know that 
on Oct. 12, her dreams would  
come true. 
     She had won the contest.
     “After my friend Josh 
called me at around 6 a.m. 
and told me I won, I fell to 
my knees and just cried. I was 
so happy that words couldn’t 
describe the feeling. Immedi-
ately, I ran and told my mom 
the news, and she was over-
joyed. I then called my youth 
pastors and let them know I 
had won the free semester. 
Everyone was very happy. We 
all knew that God had made a 
way for me to go to my dream 
college,” she said. 

     Australia is quite a long 
journey for a young woman. 
However, Carroll said she 
feels fairly serene about the 
trip.
     “The distance is intimi-
dating, no doubt about that. 
However, I have a peace 
about going. I will miss my 
family and my home church 
for sure; they are the very 
heart of me,” she said. 
     One of the hardest steps 
of growing up is leaving your 
family. Though it will be 
tough, Carroll knows that she 
has her family’s best wishes. 
     “My family is so support-
ive, especially my mother. 
She has always been there for 
me. They are sad that I will 
be so far away for so long, but 
they know that this is a great 
opportunity for me,” she said.
     Carroll shared how excited 
she was to see new cultures 
and lifestyles. She said she 
was ready for new adventures 
and experiences. Be that as it 
may, Carroll said she believed 
that adjusting to the time 
change would be the most 
challenging.
     Hillsong is well-known 

for their impeccable teach-
ings in raising and training 
church leaders. Carroll said 
that she will be learning four 
main subjects while at Hill-
song: Musicianship, Worship 
Leadership, Songwriting, and 
Theology of Worship. With 
these lessons, she said she 
hopes to grow a larger range 
in her voice as well as grow 
closer to God. 
     Carroll knows that none of 
this would have been pos-
sible if she didn’t have such 
a passion for singing. She ex-
plained how she first discov-
ered her musical talents. 
     “Ever since I can remem-
ber, I have wanted to sing and 
play music. I didn’t think I 
could do it until I was about 
15 when I sang my first solo. 
From that point, I just fell in 
love with it. Now I need to 
sing like I need to breathe,” 
she said. 
     With passion comes inspi-
ration. Carroll said that her 
family had a lot to do with 
her musical development.
     “I have had a love for 
singing and music my whole 
life. I grew up in a family full 

of singers. My mother and 
stepfather both were involved 
with singing in the past. My 
sister Natalie was probably 
the one who influenced me 
the most to pursue singing. 
To this day, she and I just sing 
together trying to figure out 
harmonies,” she said.
     Now that she has commit-
ted to the task, Carroll has a 
good amount of preparation 
work to do before she leaves 
in July. She described the dif-
ferent activities she is taking 
on to prepare herself.
     “I am singing every day. I 
am on the worship team at my 
church, and I am in the youth 
band also. I will start learn-
ing how to play the guitar 
and piano after I graduate at 
semester so that I can learn 
how to read music. I am also 
getting my student visa and 
passport. Hillsong has been 
wonderful about helping me 
prepare for the trip,” she said.
     Though she is not exactly 
sure how long she will be 
attending Hillsong, Carroll 
knows that her greatest long-
ing will be for her family. 
     “I am going to miss my 

family the most for sure; 
it’s going to be bittersweet. 
I’m leaving the people I care 
for most to start my life. It 
will also be hard not to see 
my niece and nephews grow 
older. However, my family 
can’t stop talking about how 
excited they are going to be to 
come visit me in Sydney,” she 
explained.
     Carroll is also going to 
graduate early at semester. 
She said she plans to work 
second semester to save 
money for her trip.
     On a final note, Carroll 
wanted to voice her apprecia-
tion toward those who had 
made an impact on her life. 
     “I just want to thank 
everyone for all their support. 
And to the class of 2013, it 
has been quite a journey. I 
wouldn’t be who I am now if 
it wasn’t for you guys. I am 
grateful for all of you. And of 
course, I want to give all the 
glory to God. Without Him in 
my life, I wouldn’t have this 
amazing opportunity,” she 
said.

“From that point, I just fell in 
love with it. Now I need to sing 

like I need to breathe.” - Carroll

Senior Lydia Carroll serenades the crowd with “Bethlehem 
Skies” at the Christmas choir concert on Dec. 12, while accom-
panied by her brother Sterling Hinson. Carroll plans to study 
more about music on her trip to Australia. (Photo by Karlee 
Fischer)

Hillsong International Leadership College is located in Syndey, 
Australia, and is commended for its teachings in music and wor-
ship. Carroll plans to attend Hillsong in July. 

Click here to watch Lydia’s performance of “Bethlehem Skies” at the Christmas choir concert. 

http://www.schooltube.com/video/2c1dc0baaf894b8a80fb/Lydia%20Carroll%20(vocals)%20and%20Sterling%20Hinson%20(guitar)%20-%20%22Bethlehem%20Skies%22
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Early Graduates

Seniors get a headstart in pursuing the world beyond high school 
after graduating at semester

Matt Holder Morgan Mahana

Elizabeth Johnson

Taylor Hartner

Megan Warren Shayla Miller

Why: Why: Why:

Why: Why: Why:

Future plans: Future plans: Future plans:

Future plans: Future plans: Future plans:

Next step: Next step: Next step:

Next step: Next step: Next step:

Advantage: Advantage: Advantage:

Advantage: Advantage: Advantage:

Go to college

I have all my credits

Make money and cure cancer through 
personal medical studies

I don’t have to go to high school

Work as a phlebotomist at Stormont 
Vail, then attend Washburn University 
in the fall

I thought about it before but knew for 
sure when I got the interview at the hos-
pital; taking one class was pointless

I may pursue a medical degree 
depending on whether or not I enjoy 
working at the hospital

I will make money and be able to save 
for college; I’ll already have a good job

Attend Washburn University to pursue nursing

No interest in other classes; friends were also 
graduating; wanted to start my life outside of Silver 
Lake

Obtain my RN then become certified in 
administering anesthesia

Get a head start on my schooling for my career

Continue working in child care while starting online 
classes through Allen County Community College; 
continue photography

I wanted a jump start on my college classes

Earn a business degree so that I can start my own 
photography business

Enables me to work so that I can save money for 
school and my future; sleeping in; more family time

Work until next fall, then start classes 
at Washburn University

All my requirements were done; 
wanted to take a semester off before 
starting college

I’m still undecided on my major 

I don’t have to come to school anymore 
and I get to prepare for college in the 
fall

I plan to work full time as a CNA

I wanted to get a job and start saving up 
for college

Attend Washburn University for two 
years, then transfer to Baker University to 
major in nursing

I will be able to work full time and make 
lots of money

By Mackenzie Freeman
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Griffin signs recording deal with Rundown Records
By Josey Morgan, contributing Journalism 1 writer, and Kelsey Johnson, staff writer

     Freshman Oen Griffin dreams of be-
ing heard on the radio someday. Rundown 
Records is helping her get one step closer to 
that dream. 
     Griffin went to the Topeka studio yester-
day to record three of her own songs: “Knees 
on the Floor,” “The Left Side,” and “Ode to 
Today.” 
     Griffin explained why she wants to pur-
sue this record deal.
     “I’m very passionate about my music and 
want as many people to hear it as possible,” 
Griffin said.
     She said she will be able to use her re-
corded CD to help her pursue her dream.
    “...I want music to be what I’m doing for 
the rest of my life. I feel like this is the first 
step.
     “After I record, I can begin to play some 
small gigs here in Topeka and local areas. 
I’ll just see where it goes from there,” she 
explained.
    Griffin writes her own music and ex-
plained her inspiration for her songs.
     “I enjoy writing songs from the point of 
view of book characters I may be reading 
about. Good books carry so much emotion, 
and it’s easy to channel that emotion into a 
song.
     “I write all of my songs. One of the songs 
I’m doing is one I wrote earlier this summer. 
The other two were written much more re-
cently. I do most of my songwriting at night 
before I go to bed because it helps me reflect 
on the day’s events and how everything 
went,” she added.
     Griffin has loved singing all of her life. 
She sang even before she could talk.
     “My grandma would sing a song to me in 
the car, and I always did the noises back to 
her, so I knew I liked singing before I actu-
ally knew I was good at it,” Griffin said.
     She has many fond memories of singing 
solos in front of crowds. She said she won’t 
ever forget her first time.
     “I’ve done it five times. My first time was 
in the fifth grade talent show. I was really 
nervous, but the song I sang was pretty easy, 
and it fit my vocal range really well. It was a 
really good feeling,” she explained.
     The junior high journalism staff featured 
Griffin during their “Channel 29” broadcast 
last spring. (Click here for that news pack-
age.)
     Griffin spends a lot of time practicing, 
even at school.

“Good books carry so 
much emotion, and it’s 

easy to channel that 
emotion into a song.”

     “I’m enrolled in select choir and concert 
choir. Singing is probably one of my pas-
sions, and I decided that it was what I would 
rather be doing than any other electives that 
could’ve filled those spots,” Griffin said.
     Students have to try out and practice, 
practice, practice for select choir. Griffin said 
she notices a major difference in junior high 
vocal compared to select choir.
     “I really enjoy being in select choir. One 
of the reasons is because you can actually 
hear the boys in that class, unlike junior 
high.
     “I also really enjoy the more challenging 
pieces of music we get to sing,” Griffin said. 
     Not everyone has the guts to stand in 
front of a crowd and sing. Griffin said she 
understands why. 
     “My favorite aspect of singing would 
probably be all of the attention. It is a really 
good feeling to have everyone cheer for 
you and everyone’s eyes on you. It’s pretty 
exciting.
     “My least favorite would probably be 
the nerves before you sing or go on stage 
because your throat gets tight and there is a 
lot of pressure for you to do well,” Griffin 
explained.
      She has fought the nerves and said they 
aren’t so important now. 
     “I used to struggle with my nerves a lot. 
I didn’t have much confidence when I was 
younger. It’s easier now. I think making se-
lect choir helped boost my confidence a little 
bit. So now I don’t get nervous, but there 
is always the pressure to do well so you’re 
always gonna have some butterflies before 
you go on stage,” she said.
     Griffin can sing, write her own songs, and 
even play the guitar. 
     “I started (playing guitar) in the summer 
before fifth-grade. I took lessons for a few 
months and then when school started, my 
teacher moved away because of her hus-
band’s job and I never really got a chance to 
keep going with it.
      “This summer I got the chance to start 
playing again,” she said. 
     Griffin spends most of her time on writ-
ing or singing.
      “I’m always working on songs, no matter 
where I am,” she said.
      Griffin explained whether she would take 
the chance of singing on “American Idol.”
     “Absolutely. It’s been one of my dreams 
ever since I first saw the show, and I would 

really like the chance to get some criticism. 
I love the idea of America being able to hear 
my voice,” she said.
     “American Idol” is not her favorite show, 
though.
     “I really like the ‘X-factor’ because I like 
that they judge the contestants purely on 
their voice instead of their appearance,” she 
said. 
     Griffin plans to make a career and a life 
out of her passion for singing.
     “Singing is something I have loved 
forever. God gave me this talent for a reason, 
and I don’t plan on giving up,” she said.

Freshman Oen Griffin belts out her part of 
“Where Are You Christmas?” during the holiday 
vocal concert on Dec. 12. Other members of 
the freshman girls’ ensemble included Jordan 
Sharpe, Tara Bledsoe and Kenzie Kriss. Fresh-
man Brianna Womack was the accompanist for 
the song. See the performance in its entirety 
by clicking here. (Photo by Karlee Fischer) 

http://www.schooltube.com/video/db68d5591fe64b309be1/Oen%20Griffin%20News%20Package
http://www.schooltube.com/video/5756bb6c0a0e479598a6/Freshman%20Girls'%20Ensemble:%20Jordan%20Sharpe,%20Tara%20Bledsoe,%20Oen%20Griffin,%20and%20Kenzie%20Kriss,%20with%20Brianna%20Womack,%20accompanist
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430 MAIN STREET
ROSSVILLE, KS 66533

582-6722
1-800-750-0006

DOUG’S    The
PHARMACY      Flower Mart&

Interested in advertising in the
sports bulletins,

school web site, or yearbook?

Contact Jamie Manhart at the high school-
jmanhart@silverlakeschools.org

or (785) 582-4639

Michael W. Miller, D.D.S., P.A.
428 Main, P.O. Box 158

Rossville, KS 66533
Phone: (785) 584-6101


