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      In addition to being valedictorian and 
salutatorian, Seniors Josh Schroeder and 
Ashlyn Lane, respectively, worked hard to 
balance their activities with school.
     Schroeder competed in cross country, 
debate, and forensics. He was a member of 
the Origami Club as well. Schroeder said the 
factor of time was important when it came to 
him succeeding.
     “In the most busy parts of my high 
school career, it was difficult to find time to 
compensate and plan. If I neglected to take 
some time off, I would begin to feel over-
whelmed,” Schroeder shared.
     Keeping up a 4.26 GPA, along with dif-
ficult classes, would make any student feel 
overwhelmed. Schroeder said his most chal-
lenging class was college pyschology.
     “College pyschology was my most dif-
ficult class. The class covered a large scope 
of material in a fairly short amount of time, 
so I had to develop better studying skills,” 
Schroeder added.
     For Schroeder, debate and forensics were 
the most beneficial for his future.
     “Debate and forensics prepared me most 
for my future. Debate taught me how to 

critically analyze information to derive 
conclusions, while forensics taught me how 
to express those conclusions effectively,” 
Schroeder commented.
     For many students, there are life lessons 
to be learned in high school. Schroeder said 
the life lesson he learned was how to work 
hard in everything you do.
     “I’ve learned that it’s not enough to 
enjoy an activity; you have to be willing to 
put in a lot of hard work to be successful at 
the things you enjoy,” Schroeder shared.
     He said keeping his grades up was a top 
priority.
     “Good grades are important to get-
ting into college and getting scholarships 
because they represent the intelligence and 
effort you demonstrate in high school,” he 
said.
     Students must obviously work very 
hard to achieve the title of valedictorian. 
Schroeder said it took self-assurance to 
reach this honor.
     “I never settled for a grade less than my 
best, and always pushed to improve my 
grades in each class,” Schroeder said.

Schroeder, Lane receive top honors for ceremony
By Kelsey Johnson

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3)

Senior Josh Schroeder delivers the valedictorian address on May 18. (Photo by Kennedy Hamilton)
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School Dress Code
Too lenient or gone too far?

Teachers crack down, strictly enforce dress code 

“I think students should take more 
responsibility for their clothing 

choices. If you look in the mirror in 
the morning and have any inkling that 
your appearance may not be appropri-
ate, change. It’s embarrassing for all 
involved to ask any student to cover 

up. Wearing overly risqué clothing or 
clothing with offensive messages gives 

the wrong impression. Everything 
about your appearance should express 
who you are, but in a tasteful manner.” 

~ Tiffany Wiles, art teacher

“Being a male teacher makes it hard 
to address female students about the 
dress code. Generally I do not push 

too much on the issue.”
~  Steven Meier, 

social studies teacher

“It depends on the season, but I 
address about one to three students 
weekly about their attire. I wish that 
all students would police themselves 

about the dress code rules so the 
teachers could focus more on 

educational matters and building 
better student relationships.” 
~ Sandra Liggatt, counselor

     The weather is getting warmer, and students 
are beginning to wear shorts, skirts, sleeveless 
shirts and anything to help them stay cool. Teach-
ers and administrators are stopping students in the 
halls left and right for violating the dress code. 
Are students dressing inappropriately, or is the 
dress code too strict? 
     Abby Brockmann, freshman, has never been in 
trouble for violating the dress code, but she finds 
it difficult to follow.  
     “I do find it hard sometimes to follow the dress 
code because I’m always worrying if my shorts 
are too short or if I’m covered enough. I disagree 
with the rule saying that shorts cannot be shorter 
than a fully extended arm with a fist because I 
have long arms, so it makes the rule harder to fol-
low,” Brockmann explained.  
     Junior Allison Christy has received a disciplin-
ary point for violating the dress code. 
     “A faculty member has talked to me about the 
wearing of leggings. I was called out in front of 
the students in the hallway. I received a disciplin-
ary point for punishment. I do not agree with this 
rule because I have seen multiple other students 
wearing them with no given punishment,” she 
said.  

     Abby Adams, junior, has also been given a dis-
ciplinary point for violating the dress code. She 
said she believes body type played a large factor 
in dress code enforcement. 
     “I just find it very funny how the ‘smaller’ 
girls can wear yoga pants all the time and then 
the minute a girl with a larger bottom wears them, 
they get written up. It’s unfair. Unfortunately for 
me, sweatpants fit just like yoga pants. Yoga pants 
are just more convenient. 
     “I feel like I wouldn’t be so upset if everyone 
was getting in trouble for it, but they aren’t, so 
why should I be okay with it? I cannot help the 
fact that I have a ‘larger’ body type. I find it very 
rude,” Adams explained. 
     According to Tiffany Wiles, art teacher, girls 
more frequently break the dress code, but teach-
ers do not discriminate. A teacher has addressed 
Drew Thompson, junior, about his attire. 
     “A teacher yelled at me to pull my pants up 
in a disrespectful tone without asking me kindly 
first. I disagree with his decision to tell me to 
pull them up because nothing was showing and 
they were pulled up at a respectable length,” he 
explained. 
     Brockmann said she believes that a dress code 
is necessary, but she would modify it. 
     “I feel that we should have a dress code so 
people don’t show up half-dressed or in some-
thing ridiculous, but I think that some rules could 
be less strict. Additions I would make to the dress 
code is allowing for leggings to be worn without 
having to be covered, because I don’t see how 
leggings are a problem. We see people wearing 
them everywhere we look outside of school,” 
Brockmann said.

Click HERE for official dress code (Pages 12-13 of student handbook)

Commentary by Kallie Fischer

     Schroeder’s efforts did not go unnoticed. Recently, 
Schroeder received a full ride scholarship to Michigan State 
University. He said he chose Michigan State because of its 
many benefits.
     “Michigan State had the best scholarship and academics 
program. Their honor’s college had the best setup I had seen 
thus far, as well as having a strong physics department. The 
campus environment was also open and friendly,” Schroeder 
shared.
     The application process, according to Schroeder, included 
a scholarship competition, a challenging test on campus, and 
a finalist round. Then the 65 finalists participated in a Skype 
interview to determine the 15 lucky students to receive a schol-
arship. Schroeder got lucky indeed.
     “I received the Alumni Distinguished Scholarship, worth 
the amount of tuition, room, food, mandatory fees, and a 
$1,000 stipend per year for four years. This was based on aca-
demic merit, interview, and involvement,” Schroeder said.
     Schroeder said he plans to double major in math and phys-
ics because he enjoys those subjects and would like to pursue 
them further. Schroeder has big plans to achieve his dream 
career of being a college professor.
     “My dream career is to be a professor at a university; I 
think I would enjoy doing research and discovering the secrets 
of the universe,” Schroeder shared.
     As with Schroeder, Lane embraces a strong work ethic. She 
said it took endurance to earn the title of salutatorian.
     “I got the position of salutatorian by working hard on 
homework and being diligent in all that I do,” Lane com-
mented.
     It is difficult to excel when there are sports and academics 

to balance. Lane was involved in basketball, volleyball, softball, 
vocal, Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA), and National 
Honor Society (NHS), and she still maintained a 4.23 GPA.
     “I prioritize my school work and get my homework done the 
day I get it,” Lane shared.
     Having to balance sports and academics can be difficult. For 
Lane, she said the struggle was taking a test after an away game.  
     Certain classes help students prepare more for their future. 
Lane said speech class presented challenges for her. It took much 
of her time, and she said the speech aspect was difficult for her
     Lane said her grades had a positive effect on her education.
     “My grades are important to me because they bring me a sense 
of self-worth, and they are important for scholarships,” Lane 
added.
     She said her educational experience has taught her to manage 
her time.
     “I have learned a good sense of time managment and self-disci-
pline,” Lane commented.
     Lane’s sole duty as salutatorian was to give a graduation speech 
at the ceremony. She said the focus of her speech was the accom-
plishments of the senior class.
     Lane is now moving on to Washburn University. She received 
an academic scholarship of $3,500, a Presidential scholarship of 
$1,000, and a Dale Marcoux scholarship of $2,500. Lane said 
receiving these scholarships helped her make the decision to attend 
Washburn.
     “I chose Washburn over KU because they gave me more schol-
arships and the cost of attendence was less,” Lane shared.
     Lane said she knows she would like to major in math or busi-
ness because she enjoyed those classes.
     “I don’t know my dream career. I just want a job that I enjoy,” 
Lane commented.

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)
“I’ve learned that it’s not enough to enjoy an 
activity; you have to be willing to put in a lot 
of hard work to be successful at the things 
you enjoy”

Josh Schroeder, senior

Senior Ashlyn Lane served as a leader on and off the court. (Photo by 
Carney Ziegler)

Josh Schroeder achieved his personal best time of 18:23 at the regional 
cross country meet. (Photo by Staff)

http://www.silverlakeschools.org/vimages/shared/vnews/stories/4d94d5fa50d36/13-14%20Student%20Handbook-AGENDA.pdf
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Eventful Eagles

Senior Joshua Schroeder’s pencil drawing of Edward Scissorhands received honorable mention in 
league art this year.

Juniors Ethan Kats and Daniel 
Kalas exchange bank informa-
tion with Senior Corey Spiker.

Senior Logan Bledsoe’s adver-
tising entry for regional jour-
nalism qualified her to state.

Business, journalism students
excel in spring competitions
     The KCEE personal finance 
challenge took place in Wichita 
on April 9, and the banking and 
investing classes competed 
against 900 students and 277 
other teams.
     Senior Morgan Athon was 
among one of the team members 
who made it into the top 12 of 
the challenge. 
     “The best part about mak-
ing the top 12 was compet-
ing against 4A, 5A, and 6A 
schools,” Athon said. 
     The students didn’t have 
much time to prepare, but all 
their hard work in class paid off 
when they went to compete.
   Regional journalism was 
another event for the Eagles, and 
it took place at the University of 
Kansas in Lawrence on Feb. 28.
     Junior Dalton Byrne entered 
in yearbook sports writing, cut-
line writing, and headline writ-

ing. He ended up taking second 
in headline writing. 
     “The hardest part about 
regional journalism is having 
to write under time constraints 
because sometimes you get writ-
er’s block,” Byrne explained.
     Byrne’s favorite entry he 
entered was his headlines.
     “I spent the most time on 
them to make them perfect,” he 
stated.  
     Students returned to KU on 
May 3 to compete at the state 
level. 
     Senior Logan Bledsoe re-
ceived third place in infograph-
ics; Junior Cameron McGough 
was crowned state champion in 
video news; and Senior Carney 
Ziegler placed in all three of her 
events: second in editing and 
honorable mentions in theme 
development and graphics as 
well as yearbook layout.

By Abby Brockmann League art
     League art is a way for 
students to have their artwork 
recognized. The judging took 
place on Friday, March 14 at St. 
Marys High School.
     Freshman Haley Warbritton 
entered a colored pencil draw-
ing of a flower and a soapstone 
carving of a cross and received 
honorable mentions for both 
entries.
     “I really didn’t decide to 
enter into league art but Wiles 
asked me to and I figured, ‘Why 
not?’” Warbritton said.
     Warbritton’s favorite activity 
to participate in in art class is 
drawing.
     “I like challenging myself to 
create something that others can-
not,” she stated.

By Abby Brockmann

Successful Eagles
League Art: 18 honorable 
mentions, six third places, and 
four second places.
Regional Journalism: Six 
honorable mentions, four third 
places, one second place, and 
three first places
Personal Finance: One 
team made it to the top 12 out of 
900 students and 277 teams.

 Tourneys close to home for baseball, softball

Junior Jace Freeman

     The baseball and softball teams will not have to travel far as they begin their road to the state 
titles on Thursday in Topeka. (See district Facebook page for bracket information)
     The boys received the seventh seed at the state tournament, while the girls earned the three seed.
     Silver Lake’s baseball season started off with a slow start against Holton, coming up short the 
first game with an ending score of Holton 6, Silver Lake 5. The second game lasted 4 hours and 
ended with a score of Silver Lake 24, Holton 22. 
     Coach Alan Cunningham explained how the experience of the team has affected their playing.
     “Silver Lake has been fortunate that in baseball we’ve had experienced varsity players to mix in 
with the newcomers this year,” he said.
     Junior Jace Freeman, who plays catcher, started playing baseball at a young age after his parents 
encouraged him to get involved with sports.
     “I have been playing baseball ever since the days on that T-ball diamond at 6 years old,” he said.
     Freeman expressed the importance of his position on the field and why he enjoys playing it.
     “I like catcher because I get to be involved in every pitch, and I’m in control of a lot that goes 
on,” he said.
     Freeman shared his thoughts on the inconsistent season and what he feels the team will need to 
improve on in order to reach his goal of a state championship victory.
    “With so little experience on the roster this year, it will be important to make constant progress 
and to peak at the right time,” he said.
     The Eagles enter the state tournament with a regular season record of 14-7.
     The Lady Eagles softball team started off the season at a good pace when they beat T-West 11-2 
the first game and 9-3 the second, ending the night with a total of six homeruns.
     This will be Sophomore Brianna Womack’s second year playing for Silver Lake as catcher. She 
shared why she enjoys playing her position. 
     “I like being able to see the whole field. It gives me the ability to be a leader,” Womack said.
     After last year’s win at state, Womack said she is hopeful of reaching her goal for a second state 
win.
     “I hope to get another state championship. We will accomplish this by having the same unity and 
determined mentality as last year,” she said.
     Head Coach Mark Workman has different goals for the season.
     “The softball girls accomplish goals with working lots of fundamental drills. The goal is always 
to develop as a total player and play one game at a time,” he said.
     The Lady Eagles enter the state tournament with a regular season record of 22-1.

By Haley Warbritton

  
 

Baseball roster
  Isaac Pridey 12       
   Dailin Kruger 12    
  Bobby DeLorge 12    
  Kyle Byers 11     
  Cody Renfro 11    
  Jace Freeman 11    
  Tucker Maddox 11
  Tanner Marlow 11    
  Drake McMillan 11
  Taylor Martin 10
  Hunter Howerton 10
  Hagen Honas 10
  Kyler Womack 10
  Kolton Kirkwood 10
  Dalton Dultmeier 9
  Ryan Wagner 9
  Tyler Koelzer 9
  Garrett Huske 9
  Joey Clark 9
  Dean Honas 9
  Trace Henderson 9

Softball roster 
Ashley Womack 12
Ashlyn Lane 12
Morgan Athon 12
Kallie Fischer 12
Jordan Yoder 10
Ashley Martinek 9
Kayla Lane 9
Lauren Simone 11
Allison Christy 11
Torey Burkhardt 9
Jessica Johnson 10
Rylie Krogman 10
Kennedy Hamilton 11
Megan Deiter 11
Brianna Womack 10
Abby Brockmann 9
Payton Gillen 9
Chelsea Miller 9
Sami Fischer 9
Mariah Pridey 9
Alex Ferguson 9
Madi Wegner 10

Sophomore Brianna Womack

    Eighteen track atheletes will close the books on the 2013-14 
school year as they compete at state track in Wichita on Friday, May 
30 and Saturday, May 31.
     Girls qualifying include Sophomore Taylor White in the 100-me-
ter dash, 200-meter dash and triple jump; Freshman Alex Ferguson 
in the 400-meter dash and long jump; Junior Kaitlyn Shoemaker in 
the 1600-meter run, 3200-meter run and high jump; the 4x100-me-
ter relay team including Sophomore Mariah Cook, Freshman Riley 
Calderwood, Junior Kristen Howser, and Freshman Johanna Larson 
(alternates Junior Ellery Meens and White); and the 4x400-meter 
relay including Calderwood, Ferguson, Cook and White (alternates 
Freshman Anastasia Graves and Shoemaker). 
     Boys qualifying include Senior Trenton Smith in the 200, long 
jump, and 110 hurdles; Sophomore Luke Wichman in the 200; 
Seniors Colbe Austin and Luke Fangman in the shot put; and Smith, 
Senior Travis Thayer, Senior Sam Calderwood, and Junior Matt 
Wagner in the 4x800 relay (alternates Senior Isaac Schultejans and 
Sophomore Devon Jones)
     Follow the district Facebook page for updates. 
     

State track wraps up school year

Sophomore Taylor White was 
regional champ in four events. 
(All sports photos by Erin 
Taylor)



Seniors

Morgan Koelzer Brendan Vega

Logan Bledsoe Colbe Austin

Linh Chi Duong Travis Thayer

Isaac Schultejans

Tanner Welsh Katie Hook Rachel Hook

Jacob Wall Jeff Eshom

Paige Hallacy Josh Schroeder

Ashlyn Lane Trenton Smith

Kelsey Kriss Kaleb ChockleyLuke Fangman

Best Smile :)

Best Laugh

Friendliest

#BestTwitterFeed

Most School Spirit

Most 
Artistic

Most Changed 
Since 

Freshman Year

Best Dancer

Most Athletic

Most Inspirational

Senior Superlatives
Based on a polling of 74% of the senior class

pages 6 & 7
What are some of the accomplishments of the senior class? Click HERE to see!

http://www.silverlakeschools.org/vimages/shared/vnews/stories/53863012ecdc9/TIMELINE%20FOR%20SENIORS.pdf


AJ Roma Brooke Neff

Stephanie Davis Dailin Kruger

Kyler Tibbits Derrick Holmes

Dylan PriddyBobby DeLorge

Damian PerryChayse Saia

Ashley York Thomas Knudsen

Austin Tripp Callie Killinger

Camryn Billings Dawson DeShazo

Brittany CloydJakob Ridder

Nathan CunninghamCaleb Kampsen

Most Likely to 
Become President

Highest 
Ambitions

Class Clown

Best Friends

Cutest Couple

Dares to be 
Different

Most Outspoken

Most Photogenic

Most Likely to 
Invent Something

Most Unforgettable

pages 8 & 9



SeniorsSeniors

Kallie Fischer Sam Calderwood
DJ Redmon Spencer Hubener

Stacy WadeCorey Spiker

Nicolette WomackNoah Cross

Isaac “Ricky” PrideyErin “Ernie” Taylor

Ryan CokeleyCarney Ziegler

Ben Kowach Ashley Womack

Morgan Athon Johnathan Dallman

Kayla BlascoTimber Hinson

Gracie Petrie Braeden Lockhart

Best Hair Best Nickname

Best Sense 
of HumorWittiest

Best Role Model Most Social

Most Likely to 
Change the 

World

Best Dressed

Most Likely to 
Survive the 
Apocalypse

Biggest Daredevil

pages 10 & 11
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