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Start Strong, Finish Strong
Class of 2014 takes state freshman and senior year
     Three years ago, the football players in the 
graduating class of 2014 started their fresh-
man year off with their first state title. Now, 
as seniors, they have led their team to another 
championship. Ryan Cokeley, senior defen-
sive tackle, explained that winning state his 
senior year felt more accomplishing because 
he got more playing time than he did as a 
freshman.
     “The reason it felt so much different was 
because it was our last football game we 
would ever play in our high school career, 
and we were contributing more in the game 
than we did our freshman year. Taking 
pictures with my team for the last time and 
seeing how proud everyone was of each other 
brought back so many old memories of when 
we were all playing football in grade school 
and how we have grown as a family over the 
years,” he said. 
     Dawson DeShazo, senior defensive end, 
described the many responsibilities of being a 
senior leader. 
     “It’s a privilege and also a stress. Our 
responsibilities consisted of discipline, being 
vocal, leading, and praising. We had to set 
examples and lead the team on and off the 
field and in the school,” he said. 
     Chayse Saia, senior corner back, followed 
in the footsteps of his father, Shannon Saia 
and his brother, Dawson Saia, who both won 
state their senior year. He explained the key 
to the team’s success. 
     “We had so much success this year be-
cause of our team chemistry. We knew what 
to expect from each other,” he said. 
     Dylan Priddy, senior wide receiver, ex-
plained how the team used their league loss 
to Rossville as motivation to beat them in 
substate. 
     “My least favorite part about the season 
would have to be losing to Rossville by a 
touchdown because we had to watch them 

celebrate on our field after the game. Los-
ing was terrible because we shouldn’t have 
lost to them, and they gloated about it for 
weeks. Playing them in the semifinals, we 
were all fired up and ready to play.
      “My best memory from this season 
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would have to be when we beat Rossville 
to go to state because we got to return the 
favor and celebrate on their field,” Priddy 
said. 
     The team not only featured an impres-
sive group of athletes, but they also had an 
outstanding coaching staff. Cokeley ex-
plained how CJ Hamilton, head coach, and 
the football staff helped them to beat Beloit 
82-38 in the state championship game. 
     “CJ and his staff has taught us what we 
need to know to be competitors and cham-
pions. Seeing the score after the game made 
me feel like we truly left with a bang,” he 
said. 

“Seeing the score after 
the game made me feel 
like we truly left with a 
bang.” - Ryan Cokeley 

The team celebrates after beating Beloit 82-38. 
The Eagles scored more points on Beloit than any 
other team has scored in state championship history. 
(Photo by Carney Ziegler)
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“Silver Lake football means the world to 
me. This family has stuck together through 
everything, and I would do anything for any 
of them. This team was special because of 
our commitment to each other, our dedica-
tion to get better each day, and a will to 
win.” -Cody Renfro, #5, junior

“It was amazing making it back to state this year because everyone said that 
we couldn’t. I haven’t even realized that we won yet. I am still waiting for the 
rings for my final realization; but it was nice proving everyone wrong.” 
-Johnathan Dallman, #54, senior

“It’s a weird feeling. For the short amount of time we 
are on top of the world, but that feeling only lasts a 
short amount of time. Twenty years from now, we 
can call ourselves state champions, but that itself 
won’t matter. What matters is all of the memories 
that will last forever that we made along the way.” 
-Jace Freeman, #2, junior

“CJ has made me love the game of foot-
ball more than anything in life. I love being 
around him and my teammates. CJ not only 
made me a better football player, but he 
truly made me a better man. Seeing the 
smile on his face after we won the game 
was the best feeling in the world.” 
-Isaac Pridey, #11, senior

Road to the [Ring]

[285]hours of practice

[2,641]yards passing

[2,550]yards rushing

[841] tackles

[2,693]yards receiving

[617]total points scored

[13]seniors

[3]al l -state members

[56]boys

[1]TEAM

[90]touchdowns

[40]sacks

Sports Pages 2 & 3
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          Cast List
Bobbie Soxers-------------Kelsey Kriss & Morgan Koelzer
Sightseeing Guide---------------------------------Josh Wilson
Sightseers---------------- Carney Ziegler & Dylan Womack
Actress------------------------------------------ Rachel Holder
Photographer-------------------------------------Nathan Ruby
Policeman------------------------------------Drake McMillan
Street Person------------------------------- Shelbie Epperson
Blind Man-------------------------------------- Codey Watson
Benny Southstreet---------------------------- Luke Fangman
Nicely Nicely Johnson----------------- Cameron McGough
Rusty---------------------------------------  Braeden Lockhart
Sarah Brown---------------------------------- Logan Bledsoe
Arvide----------------------------------------  Josh Schroeder
Agatha-------------------------------------- Brianna Womack
Calvin--------------------------------------- Timmy Williams
Martha----------------------------------------- Alex Ferguson
Harry the Horse--------------------------------- Greg Larson
Brannigan--------------------------------------  Dalton Byrne
Nathan Detroit------------------------------------ Noah Cross
Angie the Ox-------------------------------- Drake McMillan
Adelaide-----------------------------------------  Gracie Petrie
Sky Masterson----------------------------- Dawson DeShazo
General-------------------------------------------- Ashley York
Joey’s Voice--------------------------------------- Josh Wilson
Mimi------------------------------------------ Morgan Koelzer
Big Jule------------------------------------------ Blake Matzke

 Hot Box Dancers
Carney Ziegler, Morgan Koelzer, Camryn Billings, Paige 

Hallacy, Stephanie Davis, Rachel Holder, Oen Griffin, 
Mackensie Haverkamp, Tara Bladsoe, Kenzie Kriss, 

Jacinta Akin, Jordan Sharpe, Shea Callahan,
 Josey Morgan, Kelsey Kriss

Cuban Dancers
Blake Matzke, Josh Schroeder, Josh Wilson, 

Drake McMillan, Camryn Billings, Stephanie Davis, 
Paige Hallacy, Kelsey Kriss

Mission Band
Jessica Willams, Alex Ferguson, Shelbie Epperson

Crap Shooters
Dylan Womack, Josh Wilson, Nathan Ruby, Erin Taylor, 

Timmy Williams, Codey Watson

Stage Crew
Stage Manager------------------------------------ Stacy Wade
Prop Managers-------Summer Root and Katelyn Zeilinger
Lights----------------------------------------- Johanna Larson
Sound------------------------Kayla Blasco and Brooke Neff
Curtain-------------------------------------------- Lane Hough
Spotlight----------------- Margaret Thomas, Jennah Ridder
Program and Tickets---- Keegan Weber, Margaret Thomas

 Set Design
Drew Deters, Dylan Womack, Lane Hough, Corey Spiker, 

Tate Schenkel, Ryan Matzke
Costume Construction

Brooke Neff, Stacy Wade, Kayla Blasco, Summer Root, 
Jennah Ridder, Johanna Larson, Margaret Thomas, 

Keegan Weber, Katelyn Zeilinger
Pit Orchestra

Sydney Monteith- trumpet, drum set
Elizabeth Moore- flute, tenor sax, percussion

Katlyn Kirkwood- alto sax, clarinet, drum set, percussion
Rachel Hook- bass guitar

 Director-------------------------------------- Tonya McGough
 Assistant Director------------------------- Kirsten McManus
 Set Director------------------------------------------- Ian Reel
 Accompanist------------------------------------ Cathy Altman

Senior Luke Fangman, Junior Greg Larson, Senior Noah Cross, Sophomore Blake Matzke, and Senior Erin Taylor

Senior Logan Bledsoe

Fangman, Junior Cameron McGough, Cross Senior Gracie Petrie

Senior Dawson DeShazo

Matzke and Larson

Sophomore Kenzie Kriss, Junior Josey Morgan, Sophomore 
Oen Griffin, and Sophomores Tara Bledsoe and Jordan Sharpe

Page by: Dalton Byrne
Photos by: Kennedy Hamilton
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Ready, Set, Go
Epperson goes far beyond ordinary extracurricular activities
By Kennedy Hamilton

     Shelbie Epperson, 17- 
year-old bowler and drag 
racer, recently shared her 
uncommon extracurricu-
lar activities.
     Epperson competes in 
bowling and drag racing.        
     “(In bowling), I com-
pete in at least three tour-
naments a year and bowl 
league Saturday morn-
ings,” Epperson said.
     She said she practices 
a lot on the side to make 
sure she doesn’t make a 
mistake in a tournament.
     “I practice almost 
every day because there 
is always improvement to 
be done,” she said. 
     Epperson’s family got 
her involved in the sport.
     “I have been bowl-
ing since I was little. 
My grandparents would 
always take me out, and I 
just loved it,” she said.
     Her sister, Shaley Ep-
person, bowls at Baker 
University.      
     “My sister bowls, so 
I’m keeping the tradition 
alive.
     “I plan on attending 
college for bowling, but 
I’m not sure where,” she 
said.
     Epperson said she 
hopes to attend Baker 
University or Wichita 

State University.
     She explained her 
most embarrassing mo-
ment on the lanes.
     “One Saturday morn-
ing it was humid so the 
lanes were sticky. I got 
stuck and fell,” she said.
     She has not expe-
rienced success on the 
lanes but on the track as 
well. She has been racing 
dragsters for 11 years.
     “My favorite part 
about drag racing is you 
get to go around to differ-
ent states and meet new 
friends,” Epperson said.
     She competes at her 
home track, Heartland 
Park, in Topeka. This 
summer was her last 
season of eligibility to 
compete due to age. 
     “Everyone in my fam-
ily comes out to support 
me,” Epperson said.
     The work she puts into 
racing is minimal. 
     “We just let the cars sit 
until it’s time to race, then 
we clean and put fresh oil 
in it,” she said.
     Epperson shared her 
thoughts before a big 
race.
     “When I’m in the 
race car waiting, I close 
my eyes before staging. 
I look at my dad and tell 

myself ‘I’m here because 
of him. Don’t go red 
because then it’s all over, 
drive the finish line,’” she 
said.
     If forced to choose 
between the two, she said 
she prefers bowling over 
racing.
     “I prefer bowling 
because I can do it year 
round, and I can go fur-
ther with it. 
     “I chose these two 
sports because when my 
dad was younger, he used 
to race for fun.  He said 
he was going to drag 
race when he was older, 

Epperson averages 188

Her highest series is 657

She qualified for the 
Kansas State Pepsi 
Finals.

Epperson won an 
8-year-old Consolation 
Race in Denver, Colo.

She won a points 
championship in 2005. 

She also finished 
second against her 
sister, Shaley, in finals.

Below: Epperson holds her 
plaque for the Topeka Top 
Ten Bowling Tournament. 
(All photos provided)

and when he started, he 
thought buying a Junior 
Dragster would be cool 
for me,” she said.
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Hinson graduates at semester’s end
By Kelsey Johnson

     Timber Hinson is the lone senior who 
is graduating at the end of the semester. 
Hinson said he looks forward to graduat-
ing early and getting ahead of his class-
mates.
     College and work are the next steps for 
Hinson. He said he wants to take college 
classes but is undecided on whether to 
take them online or on campus. After col-
lege, Hinson plans to pursue an engineer-
ing career. He said his dream job would be 
a mechanical engineer because he is good 
with numbers.
     “I want to pursue a career in engineer-
ing, either agricultural or mechanical, 
because I love to build projects. Yet, I’m 
not afraid to use the math and science 
skills taught to me by AC and Bollig,” 
Hinson stated.
     Hinson has built many projects over the 
years such as cutting boards, bed stands, 
hay feeders, grills, trailers, and truck steps. 
He said his favorite and most challenging  
project was a corner cabinet he built.
     “The six-sided corner cabinet was my 
favorite project. It took nearly nine weeks 
to design it, and even longer to build it. 

The level of difficulty was what made it 
challenging and fun.
     “The corner cabinet was the most chal-
lenging project. There was not a specific 
design to look at and follow so I had to 
design it fully on my own,” Hinson added.
     There are many life lessons to be 
learned in high school. Hinson said he has 
learned three important ones.
     “Time goes by way too fast. Don’t live 
with any regrets. Don’t let anything come 
between a friendship,” Hinson shared.
     He said his inspiration is his family and 
they want him to succeed in life.
     “My biggest inspiration has been my 
family. They didn’t do so well going 
through school, and they now make sure 
I have all that I need to succeed,” Hinson 
said.
     Leaving high school is exciting, yet 
bittersweet. Hinson said he will miss being 

“Senior Timber Hinson uses his sand wedge for 
a perfect chip. He qualified to state by placing 
eighth at regionals. (Photo by Carney Ziegler)

Chasing the future

Timber Hinson, senior, sands a project in wood-
shop. (Photo by Carney Ziegler)

in high school and experiencing everything 
it has to offer.
     “There is nothing else like it. There’s 
never going to be another experience like 
it. Good, bad, doesn’t matter, there is never 
going to be another experience like it,” 
Hinson said.
     When Hinson served as teacher aide 
to Ian Reel, industrial arts teacher, he 
explained why he enjoyed this time more 
than any other.
     “It wasn’t really a class, it was more 
like a place to get advice, a place to come 
in at hard times, and a place where you 
realize teachers are people, too,” Hinson 
explained.
     Every high school student has a favorite 
teacher. Hinson said his favorite was Alan 
Cunningham, math instructor.

“Time goes by way too fast. 
Don’t live with any regrets. 
Don’t let anything come 
between a friendship.” 
          -Timber Hinson

     “AC is my favorite teacher. He is the 
best at what he does, and he makes you 
better each and every day.
     “I have taken Algebra 2, Advanced 
Math, College Algebra, and Precalc from 
AC,” he said.
     Embarrassing moments and favorite 
memories are a part of the high school 
experience. Hinson said his favorite and 
most embarrassing moments both connect 
to golf.
     “My favorite memory of high school 
was the golf van. You never knew what 
was coming.
     “My most embarrassing moments in 
high school were choking at regional golf 
my sophomore year and choking at state 
golf my junior year,” Hinson added.
     Hinson said his biggest accomplishment 
in golf was making it to state his junior 
year. He received his highest placing in 
golf at a home tournament.
     “I shot an 81 at Lake Shawnee, our 
home tournament and the hardest tourna-
ment of the year, thus earning a second 
place silver medal,” Hinson said.
     The upperclassmen have some gold 
nuggets of advice to give to the younger 
students. Hinson’s piece of advice for the 
underclassmen will be sure to help.
     “Do as much as you can now. It’s 
cheaper in high school,” Hinson said.

The 12 Days of Christmas
Article by Chelsey Johnston

1 “My favorite Christmas song is ‘Christ-
mas Shoes’ because it shows how much 
a child can love his mom, and to show 
the goodness in everyone’s heart.”

-Dalton Byrne, Junior

“My favorite Christmas 
color is red because it shines 
more when I put lights up!”

-Sydney Monteith, Sophomore

2
“Elf is my favorite Christmas 
movie; Will Ferrel...makes me 
laugh. He is a funny guy.”

3
“My favorite Christmas character is 
‘Frosty the Snowman’ because he is 
the first thing I think of when I think 
about Christmas. I love his story.”

-Rachel Holder, Junior

4

“I would be Santa Claus’ lawyer, be-
cause I’m sure he has a lot of problems 
with breaking into people’s houses, 
eating their food,and ever since that 
whole  kissing mom dilemma, he has 
to have some protection.”

-Caleb Kampsen, Senior

5

“My favorite Christmas story is 
‘Frosty the Snowman’ because 
we always tell Christmas stories 
on Christmas Eve.”

-Olivia Beach, Freshman

6

“My favorite aspect of Christmas is 
family because you only see them 
every so often. You have to enjoy it 
while it lasts.”

7“My plan for Christmas is to spend 
time with my family and friends, while 
preparing for our Christmas musical at 
my church.”

-Katie Hook, Senior

8

“My favorite Christmas memory was last 
year on Christmas day when my family 
and I went to the premiere of ‘Les Miser-
ables’ at the movie theatre. We are usually 
out of town on Christmas day, so it was 
nice to spend Christmas that way.”

-Cameron McGough, Junior

9

“Giving presents (to others) is better 
than receiving presents because you 
get to watch people open them and 
see the look on their faces when they 
get something they want. It is really 
satisfying to give people things they 
need or want.”

-Elizabeth Moore, Sophomore 10
“Family and friends make Christmas 
special. Without your loved ones, 
Christmas just wouldn’t be Christ-
mas.”11

“Christmas is supposed to represent a celebration 
of the bonds we share with each other. Christmas 
is a special time to celebrate the wonder of human 
life and how we connect and feel for others. It is 
not about gift-giving: getting the new I-Phone or 
candy. Instead it’s about sharing compassion with 
others and embracing the spirit of ‘good will’ and 
giving the good will onto others. That, and food. 
:).”

-Lucas Schroeder, Junior

12

-Austin Tripp, Senior

-Noah Cross, Senior

-Morgan Simmonds, Junior
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