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BY KELSEY JOHNSON

School lunch protest inspires 
students to take more action 

     The school lunch protest on   
Oct. 3 got the attention of admin-
istrators and local media. So what 
will happen now? 
     Erin Taylor, Student Council 
president, said that StuCo did not 
organize the protest. However, the 
organization’s members do want to 
change lunch aspects such as por-
tion sizes, and they have a new plan 
to make that happen.
     “…We plan on, hopefully, 
getting some Kansas representa-
tives to come out and talk to us 
about different things we can do 
in order to help and change our 
lunch things…..We want to have a 
health question-and- answer sort of 
sit-down with Mrs. Schooler as well 
as some of the other administrators 
and possibly the lunch ladies and 
get their opinions as to why this is 
being given to us.

     “…Mr. Womack and Mr. Hallacy 
both pulled me aside and said to me 
that while they want to help us, it’s 
not them who we should be talking 
to. It’s the government and the Ag-
riculture Department of the govern-
ment that is actually affecting our 
school lunches,” Taylor commented.
     Tim Hallacy, superintendent, is 
more than willing to help students 
make sure their protests are heard. 
Hallacy said although the protest 
did not impact the administrators, he 
approved of the protest and supports 
the students.
     “We’re always glad to help 
students. You know, sometimes I 
think students hesitate to ask if they 
can protest something or if they 
can do something because they’re 
afraid we’ll tell them no. It’s a pretty 
important skill to have to be able 
to speak up for something that you 
think is wrong or unjust,” Hallacy 
said.
     The students’ side of the issue 
has been heard by some. However, 
Tara Schooler, food school director, 
said she is feeling the restrictions 
of the new guidelines. She said it 
is very difficult to make the school 
lunches just right.
     “…. I think it is very difficult to 
menu plan under the current guide-
lines because I have to make sure 
everything fits within the guidelines. 
I can’t go too much. I 

(Photo by Carney Ziegler)
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can’t go too high. I have to make 
sure that I have included all the 
components they have asked me 
to include. They also have to 
make sure that it’s something that 
students will eat, and I also have 
to make sure that it’s something 
the older kids are happy with and 
the younger kids are happy with. 
It’s like a puzzle. I have to put all 
these pieces together and still make 
sure that it’s something that makes 
sense for school lunch.
     “I do think the portion sizes are 
appropriate for the needs of the av-
erage student. However, it’s prob-
ably not enough for some students 
with higher calorie needs. Also, 
the lunches are made of more fruits 
and veggies this year so if students 
are choosing not to eat those, then 
they probably are hungry,” School-
er commented.
     The claim is that athletes are 
suffering the most because they 
are hungry and don’t have enough 
energy. Hallacy said these claims 
are valid; however, students must 
make sure they don’t go to practice 
hungry.
     “…One of the things that we 
as educators need to do is to help 
students understand that you’re 

going to have to supplement your 
diet. It’s okay if you want to bring 
granola bars and things like that and 
eat before lunch, after lunch, and 
before practice because your body’s 
going to need those extra calories,” 
Hallacy said.
     The main problem is reaching 
the right audience with the lunch 
protest.
     “...They would want to make  

sure that their protest is designed to 
get the information that they want 
it to, to get to appropriate people. 
In that case, it would be like the 
Department of Agriculture, who 
is in charge of school lunch pro-
grams. The students would want to 
make sure that they target the right 
audience and have a message, an 
organized message, to reach that 
audience,” Hallacy added.

Theatre Club draws students’ attention
BY DALLAS MADDOX

      Wild faces, crazy dance moves, 
and laughter fills the room.
      This was the scene from the inau-
gural Theatre Club meeting in Sep-
tember, held in Mary Larson’s room. 
During the course of the meeting, Lar-
son, director of the spring play, asked 
students about projects they were 

looking forward to for the upcoming 
school year. She shared an experience 
she is anticipating.
     “One activity I’m looking forward 
to is taking the theatre club students 
to other theatres to watch their live 
productions,” Larson said, “such as 
The University of Kansas’s production 

of ‘Into the Woods.’”
      In May, Larson held an infor-
mational meeting about a possible 
theatre club. Twenty-seven students 
showed interest and helped so-
lidify the decision to create the club. 
Sophomore Zach Wilson said he is 
excited to explore new possibilities 
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in acting.
     “Hopefully [Theatre Club] will let 
me branch out and explore new pos-
sibilities,” Wilson said. “I was really 
excited there was finally a club.”
     Larson said a benefit of the club 
is allowing students to dedicate more 
time to the theatre arts, working on 
sets and on scripts. Freshman Jessica 
Johnson, who is in both the winter 
musical and the spring play, shared her 
thoughts.
     “[The Theatre Club] will help me 
learn new techniques and help my 
performing,” Johnson said.
      Senior Ashley Webb, who has par-
ticipated in the spring play since she 
was a freshman, has similar feelings 
about the club.
     “It will help me become more open 
to embarrassing myself,” Webb said, 
“which helps make plays funnier.”
      The members of the Theatre Club 
include Seniors Ashley Webb, Dallas 
Maddox, and Cohner DeShazo; and 
Juniors Callie Killinger, Gracie Petrie, 
Ben Kowach, Stacy Wade, Noah 
Cross, Braeden Lockhart, Dawson 
DeShazo, and Ashley York.
     The sophomores include Zach Wil-
son, Cheyenne White, Keegan Weber, 

Jessica Williams, Chelsey Johnston, 
Josey Morgan, Kayla Fellers, Lucas 
Schroeder, Jacinta Akin, and Tucker 
Maddox. 
     The freshmen are Jessica John-
son, Dylan Womack, Kallie Watkins, 
Gabby Gifford, Elizabeth Moore, and 
Kenzie Kriss.
      The high school play director is 
Mary Larson and the assistant high 
school play director is Michelle Cross.
      The second meeting was held 
on Oct. 29 from 7 to 8 p.m. Larson 
showed clips from a production of 

(Top Left) Jessica Williams listens to Mary Larson, Theatre Club sponsor. (Top Right) Callie Killinger, Gracie Petrie, and Ashley Webb clown around 
during the first Theatre Club meeting in September. (Above) Those attending the September meeting: Michelle Cross, assistant high school play direc-
tor; Mary Larson, play director; and Dylan Womack, Josey Morgan, Jessica Johnson, Jessica Willams, Zach Wilson, Gracie Petrie, Cheyenne White, 
Callie Killinger, Keegan Weber, Ashley Webb, and Kayla Fellers, club members. (Photos by Dallas Maddox)

Shakespeare’s comedy “Taming of the 
Shrew.” 
     Future dates for meetings include 
Monday, Nov. 12; Wednesday, Dec. 5; 
Tuesday, March 26 and Tuesday, April 
23.
      Larson said during the April meet-
ing, students will celebrate the birth of 
famous poet William Shakespeare. She 
said all students in grades nine through 
12 are eligible to join Theatre Club.
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Upperclassmen attend career fair in Topeka
BY TAYLOR HARTNER

     On Oct. 10, juniors and seniors traveled to the 
Kansas Expocentre to a career fair to learn about 
all of the different colleges in the area. There 
were over 85 college and university representa-
tives who talked to students about schools they 
could attend. 
     Sandra Liggett, counselor, explained why 
the administration decided to take juniors and 
seniors to the fair. 
     “We went last year for the first time and just 
took seniors to the career fair, and after that ex-
perience, we decided that there were really good 
opportunities for exploration of all the different 
colleges.
     “There are tons of colleges there, and there 
are lines of booths and you can go and get infor-
mation and talk to reps from the colleges about 
how to get scholarships, how to get accepted, 
housing and everything you need to know about 
colleges in the area,” she described. 
     Senior Brock Swartz explained which college 
booth he liked best at the career fair.
     “The K-State one because it had all free pens, 
and I learned a lot more about the university,” he 
said. 
     Swartz stated that the career fair helped him 
make his decision to attend a junior college 
for two years and then transfer to Kansas State 
University.
      In addition to the obvious local K-State,  
University of Kansas and Emporia State Uni-
versity, other colleges, universities and technical 
schools from Missouri, Nebraska, Iowa, Indiana, 
Arkansas, Colorado, and Pennsylvania attended 
the fair. 
     Junior Ashlyn Lane explained how she ben-
efited from the experience. 
     “ I enjoyed all the different colleges and how 
the people helped explain them. The career fair 
benefited me by giving useful information about 
the colleges,” she said. 
     Lane explained what her future plans are after 
high school. 
     “I either want to play basketball or softball in 
college and get a good education,” she said. 

· “My favorite booth was 
Kansas State University.”

· “It benefited me by 
allowing me to get college 

questions answered.” 

· “I will be attending 
Kansas State University.” 

· “My favorite booth was 
Washburn University.” 

 · “It benefited me by 
giving me more 

information about the 
college that I was looking at.”

 · “I will be attending 
Washburn University.” 

Senior Brock Swartz checks out the Kansas State University booth on Oct. 10 at the Kansas 
Expocentre. (Photo by Taylor Hartner)

Braden Robinson
Senior

Caity Renfro
Senior
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Administrators explain how yearly student 
enrollment determines school classification
BY ERIN TAYLOR

     Every new school year Silver Lake teeters 
on the edge of a 3A/4A school. When it 
comes to determining classifications, the 
rules and regulations that a school has to fol-
low seem foggy to some. 
     Brad Womack, principal; Warren Bledsoe, 
athletic director; and Gary Musselman, ex-
ecutive director of Kansas State High School 
Activities Association (KSHAA) recently 
cleared up how and why Kansas schools are 
classified as they are.
     The way a school is classified has 
changed within the past few years.
     “Two years ago Kansas schools voted to 
count all four grades (9-12) when estab-
lishing annual classifications. That was a 
significant change and impacted where some 
schools were classified,” Musselman said.
     Musselman explained this change was 
based on two factors. He said because all 
Kansas high schools are now four-year 
high schools whereas before there were 
some three-year high schools, and ninth 
grade students are participating and making 
significant impacts when it comes to their 
teams in athletics and in other school activi-
ties, schools all over Kansas decided that it 
was fair to count them in with the enrollment 
numbers.
     Every year on Sept. 20, KSHAA receives 
official enrollment numbers from every Kan-
sas school. This number determines where 
the school is placed in classification from 1A 
to 6A. The student enrollment per classifica-
tion changes on a yearly basis. 
     The 2012 school year brought yet another 
3A classification for Silver Lake. The enroll-
ment for the high school is 232 students this 
year. The largest 3A school has 256 students 
enrolled.
     “Silver Lake tends to fall into the upper 
20 percent of 3A schools. We hit 4A one 
time but, other than that, we have always 
been a fairly stable 3A school.
     “There are no advantages to being a 4A 
school. The largest 4A is Highland Park with 
an enrollment of 729,” Bledsoe added.
     The 4A classification in 2009-2010 posed 
some athletic challenges from bigger schools 
like Hayden High School. The boys’ basket-
ball team lost to Hayden in the second round 

of sub-state and the basketball girls made it 
to the finals of sub-state losing to Concordia. 
The volleyball team also lost to Hayden in 
the finals of sub-state, and both baseball and 
softball teams were out during the first round 
of state in 2010.
     When it comes to sports, KSHAA deter-
mines athletic matching annually, except for 
in football. Football classification is deter-
mined every other year and has a two-year 
cycle so that one game will be played home 
and the next year’s game will be played away. 
     “In most cases a movement from a smaller 
classification to a larger one would only af-
fect competitions. Competing at the 4A level 
in state competitions is much more difficult 
than competing at the 3A level,” Womack 
said.
     This year USD 372’s high school enroll-
ment has dropped 15 students from the 2011-
2012 school year. Womack, a Silver Lake 
alumnus and father of five children attending 
school, said that he didn’t think a change 
from 3A to 4A would change coaching or 
teaching within the school.
     “I believe that my children have and will 
in the future receive great coaching and the 
opportunity to compete at very high levels. 
Being 3A or 4A will not change that. In 1990 
when I was in attendance at Silver Lake, we 
were 3A and I had 65 students in my class.   
     “We played much the same level of com-
petition that we do now,” Womack shared.
     KSHAA aims to make athletics and other 
competitions as evenhanded as possible for 
all schools. Musselman noted that as a school 
may grow in its enrollment, they then have 
the ability to field their teams from larger 
student bodies.
     “Kansas is the only state I know that 
reclassifies its schools every year with the 
exception of football. Annual classification 
ensures that schools are given the fairest 
assignment based on their actual enrollment 
each year. 
     “Having too few or too many classes of 
schools is not desirable. 
     “Ultimately, the challenge is to establish 
an appropriate number of classes so quality 
competition can take place for students in all 
classes,” Musselman concluded.

nnual classification 
"A
ensures that schools are given the fairest assignment based on their actual enrollment each year. 

~ Gary Musselman"
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2012 PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION

Speech teacher breaks down presidential debates for upcoming election
COMMENTARY BY IAN KALAS

Who Are 
You 

Voting For?
Romney
 “I have no idea 
what’s going on in 
the election, so I’m 
just picking him.”

Obama
“I value morals 
over everything 
else, and Obama 
seems to have the 
best morals in my 
opinion.”

Obama
“Because he is a 
Democrat.”

Obama
“To me, Obama seems like 
a much better president 
than Romney could be if he 
were to be elected president. 
I believe that Obama has 
learned from his experience 
as being president and will 
strive to correct the mistakes 
he made. Romney, on the 
other hand, doesn’t seem to 
be a capable leader in my 
opinion.”

     It is almost time for the elections of 2012, Obama vs. 
Romney. Over the last month, there have been a series of 
debates for each candidate to explain what their ideas are 
and how they’ll work. 
     I held a few question-answer sessions with someone 
with a plethora of knowledge on the subject of debating. 
Gail Naylor, nationally-recognized debate coach, recently 
shared her views on the debates and the success of each 
candidate during them.

Q: What did you think about Obama’s performance at the 
first debate?
A: I thought Mr. Obama repeated himself a lot, and I think 
he’s usually much more quick and extemporaneous in his 
answer than last night proved. I don’t know; he seemed flat, 
kind of off his game. It seemed like he went off on tangents 
a little bit, off topic, and he didn’t really know what to say. 
I didn’t like his stopping (after every word) to think in the 
middle of sentences. That kind of leads you to think that 
he’s a little less credible than if he had a complete sentence 
to say. So I thought that he could have honed his debating 
skills just a little bit, perhaps even briefed out some answers 
more. He had certain statistics at his hand, but they were 
repeated an awful lot, which kept him from developing his 
arguments more.

Q: How do you think Mitt Romney did in this first debate?
A: I believe he had a better day than most thought. He is not 
a poor thinker; he does have a tendency to be very vague in 
his answers. I would have liked to have seen some answers 
to some of the things Mr. Obama asked him to do. Certainly 
the president wanted more plan specifics. He wanted to 
know exactly how certain things were going to be, and I 

think Mr. Romney needed to answer those more specifically than he 
did. But you could tell that he was certainly aggressive. You could tell 
that he had more facts at his disposal, and he had a tendency to be a 
little more argumentative. I thought Mr. Obama could have made his 
point a little more specifically if he had been as argumentative back. 
As a matter of fact, I think Mr. Obama was a little too nice in certain 
instances. There’s no need to escalate the debate. But certainly Mitt 
Romney was on the attack, and Mr. Obama laid down so to speak.

Q: What do you think about Mitt Romney’s policies in the first 
debate?
A: I’m not exactly sure that I understand his job creation, his eco-
nomic policy. He keeps talking about building jobs and he’s going to 
not give tax cuts for it. I don’t know how this is going to be funded, 
and I don’t know exactly where these jobs are going to come from. 
And he keeps talking about his business in Massachusetts as governor 
and what he saw happening there. But keep in mind Massachusetts 
is a very small state compared to a very, very large country. And I’m 
just not sure I see his job creation occurring the way he envisions it.

Q: What do you think about Obama’s policies in the first debate?
A: Well, Mr. Obama, and rightfully so, is very proud of his health 
care package because it is extending health care to the country for the 
first time ever. It has the same kind of formidable dynamics that, let’s 
say, a civil rights law would have. So I think he’s pretty proud about 
that, and he’s going to continue that. They fought quite a bit about 
who has the better plan, who’s going to be able to enforce and imple-
ment it at a more effective degree, and I think I would need to see 
more from Mr. Romney to really buy into his health care plan. But I 
think that if the president has something that he should stand on, to 
wave as a flag of victory over his last four years, it would be Obama 
Care.

How the debaters 
would vote if they 

could...

“I would vote for Barack Obama because he rep-
resents the values I stand for. I don’t believe that 
Mitt Romney’s budget and tax plan numbers add 
up, and I trust Obama to deal with social issues, 
like gay marriage and abortion, more than Mitt 
Romney.” - Caleb Kampsen, junior

“I would vote for Romney, not because I neces-
sarily like him, but because I come from a very 
Republican family.” - Keegan Weber, sopho-
more

“Obama is more involved in the people of the 
nation. Romney is more exclusive with his plans. 
Personally, with my research, I would vote 
Democratic and in favor of Obama.” - Sydney 
Monteith, freshman

Aaron Biswell

Ashley Webb

Devin Perry

Austin McDonald

See “Election,” pg. 13

Governor Mitt 
Romney

President 
Barack 
Obama
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Fight for a Cure
Proceeds from “Pink Out” events help local family

    Julie Torkelson was recently 
diagnosed with breast cancer. She 
has been an active member of the 
Booster Club and the After-Prom 
Committee for several years. 
     The Eagles held their annual 
“Pink Out Night” at the home 
volleyball match on Oct. 16 and 
football game on Oct. 19, and 
all of the proceeds that Booster 
Club raised from pink shirts and 
other products went to Torkelson. 
Anna Henry, Marketing Director 
for NutraCenter Supplements, 
designed the T-shirts.
     Cori Wegner, co-vice presi-
dent of Booster Club, shared why 
Booster Club decided to give 
Torkelson all of the proceeds.
     “When you work closely with 
someone, they become like fam-
ily. She’s like a sister to so many 
of us. When she told us she’d be 
stepping down while she under-
goes treatment, we immediately 
knew we wanted to do something 
to help her. 
     “We only had a short window 
to get the design and order the 
shirts, so Anna did this as a favor 
and did an amazing job!” Wegner 
said.
     Booster Club raised over 
$4,000 for Torkelson.
     “We had such an awesome 
turnout for shirts, and we are still 
collecting and gathering totals. 
We had 340 football orders and 
36 volleyball orders. And 

of course, the ‘Pink Out’ table, 
chance drawings, and the silent 
auction were a huge hit at the 
football game,” Wegner said.

there for moral support,” he said.
     His mom decided to tell the 
boys at the same time.
     “I got home from football 
practice on Sept. 11, and my 
brother and grandma were all 
sitting out on the porch. That’s 
when she broke the news to us,” 
he said.
     Family friend Angi Thomas 
and Torkelson’s mother were with 
her when she found out the news. 
Torkelson said she told her sons 
at the same time and told other 
friends and family as she saw 
them. 
     She said she is being optimis-
tic for her sons.
     “I am just telling them to live 
their lives and not let it stop them. 
Letting them know that it will 
be rough for a while, but we will 
make it through. I won’t be able 
to do as much as I was, but we 
will love through this and move 
on,” she said.
     Her battle with cancer has 
given Torkelson a new perspec-
tive on life.
      “The most difficult thing so 
far has been having to let go of 
a lot of the volunteer work that I 
used to do. The side effects of the 

treatments are more extreme than 
I had anticipated and it is hard to 
let go and let others do for me.
     “This has severely impacted 
my life. When I first found out, 
I said that I was not going to let 
this change things too much, but 
it has changed everything. 
     “I am unable to work at this 
point. I have missed several of 
Jeff’s football games. I can’t do 
a lot of things I used to. It really 
makes me realize how much I 
took for granted being able to just 
get up and go,” Torkelson said.
     She shared some advice for 
women about breast cancer 
awareness.
     “I would encourage women to 
stay on top of mammograms and 
self exams and not to disregard 
changes in breast tissue. 
     “Having said that, I have 
yearly mammograms and this 
popped up within that year and 
progressed rapidly,” she said.
     She said she appreciates the 
outpouring of encouragement she 
has received from the Silver Lake 
community.
     “I would just like to thank 
everyone for their support. It has 
been amazing,” Torkelson said.

“(Cancer) has severely impacted my life. 
When I first found out, 

I said that I was not going to let 
this change things too much, 

but it has changed everything.”
~ Julie Torkelson

One out of 8 women will develop breast cancer over the course of 
their lifetime. And 85 percent of breast cancers occur in women who 
have no family history of breast cancer. Breast cancer is the most 
common cancer among women besides non-melanoma skin cancers. 

The American Cancer Society recommends women do the following:
• Get annual mammograms starting at age 40.
• Have yearly clinical breast examinations by a health care profes-
sional close to the time of your mammogram beginning at age 40, as 
well as optional monthly breast self-examinations.
• Receive clinical breast examinations from a health care professional 
every three years between the ages of 20 and 39.
• Begin monthly breast self-examinations at age 20 (optional).

For “Pink Out Night” on Oct. 16, students dressed in their pink attire 
and the volleyball girls wore pink ribbons and headbands. (Photo By 
Mackenzie Freeman)

Julie’s Story

    Julie Torkelson was diagnosed 
with Stage 3 breast cancer on 
Sept. 11. She said she is currently 
undergoing chemotherapy in two 
stages to shrink the tumors. The 
chemotherapy will last about five 
months. She will then move to 
weekly treatments for 12 weeks, 
with surgery following. She will 
also receive chemotherapy after 
surgery to ensure that the tumors 
do not return. 
     Torkelson she said was relieved 
by her sons’ reactions when she 
told them about her cancer.
     “I was surprisingly calm due to 
the fact that I had a hunch about it 
and not knowing what it all would 
entail at the time.
     “The boys were surprisingly 
calm. Other family members and 
friends took it harder depending 
on their experience with cancer. 
Mom probably took it the hardest 
at first,” Torkelson said.
     Jeffrey Torkelson, senior, said 
he has been giving his mother all 
the support he can.
     “I have to be there for mom 
more often. I go to her treatments 
sometimes and watch her while she 
is in pain. I am just being 



BY KALLIE FISCHER

SPORTS11
Shoemaker breaks record; Wagner shaves time

     Kaitlin Shoemaker and Matt Wagner, sophomores, stepped 
up as underclassmen and played a huge role on the cross coun-
try varsity teams. Kevin Brokaw, coach, shared Shoemaker’s 
contributions to the team. 
     “The main things that Kaitlyn brought to the team were men-
tal toughness, competitiveness, and a real desire to succeed. She 
was also a very supportive teammate,” he said. 
     Shoemaker broke the school’s cross-country record at the 
Osage City meet, where she received seventh place with a 
time of 16:43. The previous record was 18:11 held by Shannen 
Kolde, 2011 graduate. (see stat box on page 14)
     “The feeling when I finally broke the school record I can’t 
even describe in words. I was relieved and surprised at the same 
time. Like Brokaw said, ‘You finally got the monkey off your 
back,’” she said.
     Brokaw described his reaction when Shoemaker broke the 
record. 
     “I was probably almost as happy as she was. Definite relief. 
We were both thinking about the record most every meet. So, it 
was nice to put that to rest. I know she was working on it since 
last year, and it made me very happy to see her accomplish 
this goal. One of the other parents mentioned to me that they 
thought that was one of the coolest things they had seen in a 
long time. I would agree,” he said. 
     Shoemaker has been competing since her freshman year. She 
continued to push herself at practice. 
     “Kaitlyn had some definite goals in mind, and she worked 
hard to meet those goals. She never took the easy way out in 
practice. She constantly put herself into the boys group when 
practicing, so as to push herself harder,” Brokaw said. 
     In addition to her strenuous training, Shoemaker said she 
made a lot of sacrifices.
     “To be successful, I spent all of my time training and practic-
ing. I also gave up a lot of things that most teenagers don’t. For 
instance, I have been caffeine free for over two and a half years, 
and I haven’t had dessert for almost a whole year. Dedication 
has gotten me to where I am today,” she said. 
     Shoemaker’s non-stop training throughout the summer also 
contributed to her success. She spent this summer competing in 
the Junior Olympics. 
     “My experience of competing in the Junior Olympics held 

Kaitlin Shoemaker, sophomore, broke the school record in girls’ cross 
country at the Osage City meet. Her time was 16:43. (Photo by Darin 
Martin, eighth-grader)

in Houston, Texas, this 
summer was amazing. 
In order to compete, 
you have to compete at 
a district qualifier and a 
national qualifier with 
your track club/team, 
which are held in Iowa,” 
she said. 

     Like Shoemaker, Wagner also dedicated his time to train-
ing. He continued to shave minutes off of his times every meet. 
There was a difference of 4 minutes and 9 seconds between his 
fastest and slowest time.
     Brokaw described his reaction to Wagner’s increased perfor-
mance throughout the season. 
     “I’m very proud of the success that Matt had and the way 
that he went about it. Very quietly and matter-of-fact. Matt sig-
nificantly cut this gap down and made us much more compact 
as a team. His continued increased performance will continue to 
be very important to the success of the boys’ team,” he said.
     Wagner’s improvements and team-player attitude made him 
a huge part of the team. 
     “Matt is a great teammate. I think he put the team’s success 
above his own. But his progress this year was extremely impor-
tant to the success of the boys’ team,” Brokaw said. 

(See “Sophomores,” page 12)
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Outstanding Eagles
Local businessman supports school district

BY MEGAN WARREN

     When people think about 
Silver Lake, they commonly 
think of the well-known sports 
and academics in the school 
district. 
     For many others like Faraz 
Farooqi, proud owner of Silver 
Lake 66, Silver Lake is where 
he earns a living to support his 
family. 
     Farooqi has one son, 
Ahmed. He is 8 years old and 
is in third-grade at Silver Lake 
Elementary School. Farooqi 
also has one stepson, Alan, 
who is 22 years old.
     Farooqi lives in Topeka but 
decided to come out to Silver 
Lake to start a business. 
     “The store was very bad 
looking and nobody really 
took care of it, so I saw it as an 
opportunity to clean it up and 
make my business,” Farooqi 
said. 
     He said Silver Lake is 

an outstanding community, 
which is why he’s stayed for 
seven years.
     His favorite part about the 
community are the people 
who live in the town.
     “It is a very, very good 
community with nice people 
and nice kids, and we are 
very happy here. Plus, Ahmed 
goes to a very good school, so 
we’re happy about that,” he 
said.
     Since he opened his busi-
ness in Silver Lake, he has 
grown to love the commu-
nity and supports the school 
district in many ways, such 
as painting his store windows 
and displaying high school 
yearbook pages to highlight 
student accomplishments.
     “I support the school in 
any way that I can. I’m always 
there for them, and they’re 
always there for me,” he said.

     Over the last few years, 
Farooqi has been adding more 
and more Silver Lake memora-
bilia to his store.
     “I learned a couple years 
ago that small towns are all 
about family and sports. And 
Silver Lake is all about their 
football team, so we’ve slowly 
been adding more and more 
to the store and everything 
has turned out pretty nice,” he 
said.
     Farooqi currently has two 
Silver Lake High School stu-
dents working for him: Juniors 
Chayse Saia and Brooke Neff.
     He said the students are the 
motivation for his involvement 
in and generosity toward the 
school district. 
     “I love sports and all the 
kids come to my store, just 
like my own kids, so I want 
to be there to support them,” 
Farooqi said.

Faraz Farooqi, owner of Silver Lake 
66, puts in many hours at his store 
in Silver Lake. (Photo by Logan 
Bledsoe)

Farooqi displays the 2012 high 
school yearbook pages in Silver 
Lake 66 to highlight student ac-
complishments. (Photo by Megan 
Warren)

Farooqi supports the high school 
sports teams by painting his store 
windows. (Photo by Megan Warren)

Silver Lake 66, owned by Faraz Farooqi, organized a float for the Homecoming parade on Oct. 12. (Photo by Isaac Lynch)
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OPINION13
Election: Naylor critiques candidates’ performances

SPORTS 12
Sophomores add strength to cross country team
(cont. from p. 11)

     Brokaw recognized Wagner’s hard work over the summer.
     “Matt’s success started last summer. He put in quite a few 
miles over the summer and this is important if you are going to 
have a successful cross country season. He came into the season 
much stronger. 
     “There was also a point around our fifth meet where I think 
Matt realized that he could actually run faster than some of 
the other guys on our team that had always finished in front of 
him,” Brokaw said.
     Cross country isn’t a walk in the park. Wagner described 
what he thinks it takes to be a successful runner.

Matt Wagner, sophomore, was consistently the “fifth man” for the 
boys’ team. Kevin Brokaw, coach, said his ability to cut the gap sig-
nificantly helped the team qualify to the state meet.  (Photo by Darin 
Martin, eighth-grader)

     “It takes a lot of stamina in order to be a good cross country 
runner. You have to put a lot of work in if you want to be a good 
runner. You also have to be able to push yourself no matter how 
tired you are and how bad you want to stop.
     “I strive to be the best runner that I possibly can. I always 
set goals to get a new personal record for the next time so I can 
keep improving my time,” Wagner said.

The boys’ cross country team finished 11th at the state meet in Law-
rence on Oct. 27. The team consisted of Kevin Brokaw, coach, and 
runners Dylan Womack, Josh Schroeder, Travis Thayer, Isaac Schulte-
jans, Matt Wagner, Brock Simone, Sam Calderwood, and Brennan 
Robinson. (Photo by Tonia Robinson)

Stat Box
Kaitlin Shoemaker:

~ Medaled at six tournaments
~ Broke the school record at Osage City 

with a time of 16:43
~ Eighth-place medal at Mid-East League

~ Named All-League
~ Finished 24th at regional race

Boys’ Highlights:
~ Junior Sam Calderwood medaled

 at every meet except state
~ Calderwood and Josh Schroeder, junior, 

both medaled at Mid-East League and were 
named All-League

~ Calderwood qualified to state individually 
by placing eighth at regionals

Q: How do you think Obama did during the second debate?
A: Well, I think that he had a much better performance than he did the first time. I think that he took the high 
road in a couple of instances. I also thought he was a little more aggressive, though. I don’t think he irritated 
constituents as much as perhaps Mr. Romney did who absolutely had to be right. I was a little upset that Obama 
didn’t get all the time to say what he wanted to. I felt like Mr. Romney kind of overran him in time frame and 
with questions that he wanted to answer sometimes. But I think that the president made very clear that these is-
sues - immigration, abortion, access to contraceptive care, the economy, what is going to happen to jobs - are all 
part of his plan, and I think he made his message clearer this time than last.

Q: How do you think Romney did during the second debate?
A: Well, I thought he came off a little antagonistic, like I want to have this head-to-head debate, but he still 
doesn’t have the specifics. He talks about a five-point plan that will do all these things, but I still don’t know 
what that plan is necessarily. I thought he handled himself pretty well, but he did interrupt. He did speak over, 
he did continue talking. In fact, they both did, and I think you’ll hear analysts say that this may have been one of 
the most contentious presidential debates ever just because of their behavior toward each other. I’d like to see it 
a little bit more formal and I think it was made difficult because of the town hall format. I think Romney played 
better in the town hall format than I expected, but I do think this is the perfect venue for President Obama be-
cause he likes answering people’s questions.

Don’t forget 
to vote!

Election Day:•	  Nov. 6

Voting Hours:•	  State law 
requires that polling sites 
open at 7 a.m. and close 
by 7 p.m.

Local Voting Sites:•	  Silver 
Lake Methodist Church 
and Silver Lake Commu-
nity Center Gail Naylor points out evidence to Austin Tripp, junior debater, as Junior Josh Schroeder 

works. Naylor has been coaching debate for almost 30 years. (Photo by Ian Kalas)



14 15 STUDENT LIFESTUDENT LIFE

13 Days of Halloween
Students, faculty list 13 favorite Halloween activities

2

7

5
6

3
4

1

8

9
10

11

12

13

Gary’s Berries Review
Commentary by Erin Taylor
     For years I have enjoyed going to pumpkin 
patches and doing everything that has anything to 
do with fall. What is my absolute favorite fall ac-
tivity, though? The Corn Maize at Gary’s Berries! 
     Every year I am challenged by the tricky 
turns, loops, and countless dead ends of the mis-
leading maize. I am 5’4’’ and the corn towers are 
at least four more feet above my head, making it 
impossible to see anywhere but right in front of 
me. This year’s maize is patterned in the shape 
of a cow along with a breast cancer ribbon for 
Breast Cancer Awareness in October. 
     The beginning of the maize is fairly easy, but 
don’t let that fool you. Once you hit the second 
part of the maize, you will be lucky to get out! If 
you need help, just find one of the “Corn Cops” 
who patrol the maize to make sure everyone is 
making it through as smoothly as possible. I 
think that the corn maize is a fun and challeng-
ing thing to do as a family or with friends. I went 
with my sister, Emily, this year and being trapped 
in a corn maize for two hours really allowed for 
some sister bonding. 
     This year’s maize was the most challenging 
yet because there is no pattern whatsoever to 
getting out, and no logical way to the end. I had 
a blast when I was there and I can’t wait to see 
what next year’s maize has in store for me.

Meier’s Pumpkin Patch review
Commentary by Erin Taylor 
     When it comes to the fall season, Halloween 
may be the first event you think about, and what 
is Halloween without a pumpkin or two and a 
hayrack ride? If you are in search of some fun 
and simple activities next fall, you should head 
down Lower Silver Lake road to Meier’s Pump-
kin Patch. It may not be world famous, but I have 
been going there since I was 3-years-old to get 
my very own pumpkins. 
     I went this year with my friends Courtney 
Priddy, senior, and Paige Hallacy and Morgan 
Koelzer, juniors, as a “walk down memory 
lane” kind of thing. While it most definitely has 
changed since I was in grade school, it is still 
an entertaining place to go as a family or take 
the younger ones for a little bit of fall fun.I went 
on the hayrack ride, ran through the tunnel, 
and jumped in the hay, just like I did when I 
was younger. I also picked out one of the best 
pumpkins around. It’s not necessarily about what 
all there is to do, but the fun you have while 
doing it. Meier’s was a great place to go for an 
afterschool activity with my friends, and I would 
definitely recommend it for a fall activity in the 
years to come.

BY MACKENZIE FREEMAN

Carving Pumpkins

Decorations

Costumes

Holiday Food

Football 

Enjoying The Weather

Playing In Leaves

Haunted Houses

Scary Movies

Trick-Or-Treating

Gary’s Berries 

Crafty Projects

Hayrack Rides

“To me, the best part about 
carving pumpkins is at the very 
end of the process when I put 

the candle into the pumpkin and 
see the final project.” ~ Jordan 

Yoder (freshman)

“The scariest haunted house I have 
ever been to was ‘The Beast’ in Kan-
sas City.” ~ Cody Renfro (sophomore)

“My favorite scary movie is 
‘Hide-and-Seek’ because it is 
a scary movie that will actu-
ally make you want to hide 
under your covers.” ~ Dylan 

Priddy (junior)

“The best trick-or-treating experi-
ence I’ve had was when our kids 
were little. My wife and I really 

enjoyed picking out costumes and 
getting them all dressed up.” ~

 Loren Ziegler (business teacher)

“My favorite thing to do is 
the maze.” ~ Paige Hallacy 

(junior)

“My favorite crafty Halloween proj-
ect is actually baking. I especially 

like to make recipes from Pinterest.” 
~ Tiffany Wiles (art teacher)

“My most memorable expe-
rience was when a worker 
grabbed me and took me off 
the hayrack ride, and then told 
me to run back screaming onto 
the trailer.” ~ Stephanie Davis 
(junior)

“I decorate my house by put-
ting out jack-o-lanterns and 

setting up Haloween window-
cling decorations.” ~ Syndia 
Guerrero (Spanish teacher)

“My favorite costume I wore was 
Buzz Lightyear.” 

~ Drew Lamprecht (senior)

“My favorite food would have 
to be candy corn, and my 

favorite drink is fruit punch.” 
~ Payton Rickel (sophomore)

“I would rather watch football 
on Halloween because football 

distracts me from being terrified.” 
~ Blake Baird (senior)

“The best thing is getting to 
see the different colors of 
the leaves on the trees.” ~ 

Kylee Dewey (senior)

“A fun activity to do in the fall is 
to make a leaf pile and jump in 
it.” ~ Taylor Martin (freshamn)

Click HERE for pages 16-21 of the 
newspaper - Homecoming Week, 
Photo Gallery of the Month and 

Advertising.
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