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National Honor Society 
inducts new members

See “Induction,” pg. 2

BY ERIN TAYLOR

     Scholarship. Leadership. Service. 
Character. What significance do these 
words have?
     To students in National Honor So-
ciety (NHS), they are bold character-
istic qualities that truly set them apart 
from the rest.
     Every year juniors and seniors 
who meet certain requirements are 
eligible to be inducted into NHS. To 
be eligible for the society, a junior 
must have a cumulative 3.5 GPA and 
a senior a cumulative 3.4 GPA. The 
faculty then evaluates students in 
other areas of leadership, service, and 
character. 
     This year there were 19 new 
juniors inducted. Alan Cunning-
ham, high school math teacher and 
sponsor, said he believes that NHS is 
valuable for its 37 members.
     “I always think it’s important for 
young people to see others willingly 
take part in service projects. It always 
feels good to give. Occasionally we 
all get too wrapped up in ‘me-first’ 
activities, and service projects set as a 
good balance,” he said.
     NHS sponsors several events that 
bring into focus the value of com-
munity members. Every semester 
members organize at least once blood 
drive that is open to the community. 
NHS also provides the community 
with the annual Veterans Day assem-
bly for all the men and women in the 
community who have served.
     Cunningham said that NHS also 

offers an informal pool of student 
tutors who parents can call upon if 
their child is in need of extra study-
ing time. Tutoring allows students to 
realize the impact they can have on 
just one person.
     “I think that anytime, especially 
at a young age, that if you can gain 
a sense of importance of giving, it 
benefits all aspects of your life,” Cun-
ningham continued.
     The four pillars are important to 
all NHS members and play a role 
in their lives outside of the school’s 
halls.
     Current members shared the 
importance of NHS’s defining words. 
Tyler Brown, senior, said he sees 
great value of character when it 
comes to a person’s integrity.
      “Character defines who you are 
as a person. While it’s important to 
have good character when you’re 
interacting with others, true character 
is exemplified by what you do when 
people aren’t watching,” Brown said.
     Ashley Webb, a senior member 
of NHS as well as Student Council, 
shared the importance of leadership.
     “Leadership to students is the 
ability to take charge of a situation 
and make sure that others follow. It 
is important for all students to have 
this ability because they can then lead 
their ideas as well,” Webb said.
     Claire Grant, senior NHS secre-
tary, said that students don’t have to 
be in NHS to be scholarly.



3             NEWS

Wehrli, Blubaugh share passion for family, country
BY KALLIE FISCHER

     On Nov. 12, students, staff, and com-
munity members attended an assembly 
in honor of Veterans Day. Tanya Wehrli 
was one of 36 veterans who was in at-
tendance. She has four children, all who 
attend Silver Lake schools: Matt Wagner, 
sophomore, Ryan Wagner, eighth-grader, 
Rebecca Wagner, sixth-grader, and Sarah 
Wehrli, first-grader. 
     Her husband, Major James Wehrli, 
Commander of the 190th Comptroller 
Flight, was also recognized at the as-
sembly and has served in the Kansas Air 
National Guard for 29 years. 
     T. Wehrli said she graduated early 
from high school to join the military and 

has been serving for 20 years. 
     “Like many, my initial reason for 
wanting to join was a need to pay for col-
lege; however, while a high school junior, 
the United States initiated air attacks on 
Iraq for the start of the Gulf War. I decid-
ed then to enter the Delayed Enlistment 
Program and accelerate my high school 
graduation. I had a strong desire to make 
a difference and serve my country.
     “I graduated high school a semester 
early and shipped for Basic Military 
Training two weeks later. While my 
classmates were back home receiving 
their high school diplomas, I was flying 
halfway across the world to my first duty 

station in Spangdahlem AB, Germany,” 
she said. 
     Brad Womack, principal, and senior 
National Honor Society members Peter 
Pfannenstiel, Tyler Brown, Mackenzie 
Freeman, and Claire Grant, spoke at the 
assembly. 
     Senior Evan Burdiek recited a poem 
written by his brother, Wesley Burdiek, 
Silver Lake alumnus, about their military 
grandfather. The vocal group performed 
“God Bless the USA” by Lee Greenwood, 
and the band performed several pieces as 
well. 
     Bradford W. Stauffer was the featured 
speaker. Retired Sergeant Major Stauffer 

has more than 38 years in uni-
form, 28 years on active duty and 
10 years on active National Guard 
Status. 
     According to Bradford’s 
biography, his awards and decora-
tions include the Legion of Merit, 
Bronze Star with Valor, Purple 
Heart 2nd award. Meritorious 
Service Medal 2nd award, Army 
Air Medal with Valor, the Army 
Commendation Medal with Valor 
and four oak leaf clusters, the 
Army Achievement Medal with 
5th award, The Army Good Con-
duct Medal 9th award, the Kansas 
Distinguished Service Medal and 
many more. 
     In October, Bradford was ap-
pointed by Governor Sam Brown-
back to the Kansas Veterans Claim 
Assistance Advisory Board for a 
three-year term.
     Joe Blubaugh was another vet-
eran who attended the assembly. 
He is in the 190th Air Refueling 
Wing, Kansas Air National Guard, 
a part of the United States Air 
Force. He is the Wing Executive 
Officer and works directly for the 
Wing commander. 
     Blubaugh said he originally 
joined the military for realistic 
reasons.
     “I initially joined for many
reasons including patriotism, 
experience, and for a change of 
pace in my life. However, by far 
the most important reason I joined 
was for the money and education-
al benefits,” he said.
     Blubaugh is passionate about 
his service.
     “I am so proud to put on the 
uniform every day.  I cannot put 
into words the feeling I have to 
serve in the greatest military the 
world has ever known and that in 
my own little way I am part of an 
institution that helps keep us free 
and safe,” he said.
     Blubaugh’s wife, Sara, was 
another attendee at the assembly. 
She served almost 12 years, eight 
in the Army and four in the Air 

Force. She worked as a medical 
logistics specialist. 
     The Blubaughs are residents 
of Silver Lake and have a son, 
Jaxon Blubaugh, first-grader, and 
a daughter, Carly Blubaugh, who 
attends the United Methodist 
Church Pre-School in Silver Lake.    
     Blubaugh said he believes that 
the military teaches his two chil-
dren valuable lessons in life.
     “There are things in this world 
that are bigger than ourselves 
that we are willing to sacrifice 
everything for. Our nation is one 
of those things. There are times I 
sacrifice - and my family sacri-
fices - for the good nation. I hope 
that my children see that those 
sacrifices we make are a small 
price to pay for our continued 
safety and freedom,” he said. 
     Wehrli said she enjoyed the as-
sembly and thought that Cunning-
ham and the members of NHS did 
a wonderful job putting together 
the event.  
     “I was proud to be recognized 
with such a decorated group 
of fellow Silver Lake veterans, 
retired and currently serving. I en-
joyed the celebration of all United 
States services.
     “In addition, how wonderful to 
hear the ‘National Anthem,’ the 
Air Force Song, and the Eagles’ 
Fight Song all in one forum. With-
out question, though, my proudest 
moment was hearing my son Matt 
play the ‘Taps’ melody solo,” she 
said. 
     Blubaugh said he thought the 
assembly positively reflected the 
school and community.
     “I was very moved by the 
assembly, especially to see so 
many fellow service members 
that served before me and helped 
make the military, and the United 
States, what it is today. I am proud 
to live in and send my children 
to a school district that finds it 
important enough to take the 
children out of class to honor local 
veterans,” he said. 

NEWS 2
Induction: Members recognize importance of NHS service

(cont. from p. 1)

     “Even if a student does not 
make perfect grades, if they are 
dedicated to improving their 
grades, then they are deemed 
a scholar. I truly think that 
students strive to be scholars 
in everyday academics. It will 
always be important to excel in 
academics because no one can 
ever have too much knowledge,” 
Grant offered.
     Courtney Priddy, senior, said 
she realizes the value of service 
within the community.
     “I think students highly 
value the services they do in the 
community. It is a way to get 
involved in the community and 
truly shows that we care about 
the well-being of others,” Priddy 
said.
     Mackenzie Freeman, senior 
president of NHS, shared what 
she sees as the real value of the 
society.
     “The most valuable lesson I 
believe NHS holds for its mem-
bers is that striving for greatness 
will lead to great things, not only 
for you, but for others as well,” 
Freeman concluded.

1. Members of the National Honor Society 
held their annual induction ceremony on 
Wednesday, Nov. 7. There are 37 current 
members in NHS. (Top row) Jess Lewis, 
Chayse Saia, Peter Pfannenstiel, Tyler 
Brown, Isaac Schultejans, Dawson DeShazo, 
Johnathan Dallman, and Matt Holder. 
(Fourth row) Elizabeth Johnson, Garrett 
Wichman, Brock Swartz, Kallie Fischer, 
Joshua Schroeder, Caleb Kampsen, Karlee 
Fischer, Logan Bledsoe, and Mackenzie 
Freeman. (Third row) Kylee Dewey, Ashlyn 
Lane, Luke Fangman, Nikki Womack, Caity 
Renfro, Kelsey Kriss, Timber Hinson, Evan 
Burdiek, Ashley Webb, Morgan Koelzer, 
and Carney Ziegler. (Second row) Ashley 
Womack, Megan Lockwood, Claire Grant, 
and Stephanie Davis. (Front row) Megan 
Warren, Paige Hallacy, Morgan Athon, 
Morgan Mahana, and Courtney Priddy.
2. New NHS inductees pass on the lighted 
candle, representing the torch of honor. The 
four characteristics that all members must 
uphold are scholarship, service, leadership, 
and character.
3. New members raise their right hand to 
take an oath of honor into the society.
4. Johnathan Dallman and Stephanie Davis, 
new inductees, light their candles during 
the ceremony.
5. All new members inducted this year are 
part of the junior class.
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Photos by Erin Taylor

Tanya Wehrli, James Wehrli, and Sara Blubaugh enter the 
high school gym for the Veterans Day assembly on Nov. 12. 
(Photo by Kelsey Johnson)

(Above) Choir students 
share their rendition of 
“God Bless the USA” 
during the assembly. 
(Left) Veteran Bradford 
W. Stauffer was the fea-
tured speaker. Stauffer 
spoke about military 
traditions and how they 
honor those veterans 
who are still missing 
or were prisoners of 
war. (Photos by Kelsey 
Johnson)
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Black Friday 2012
Commentary By Erin Taylor and Kallie Fischer

     Honestly, I am not a fan of shopping; but when it comes to 
Black Friday, well, I can’t resist the thrill that it brings. It may be 
the risk of being run over by a shopping cart, or possibly the fact 
that someone crazy might be willing to trample me for just about 
anything ranging from an iPad to a waffle iron and everything in 
between. 
     This year was the first time that I went shopping twice, brav-
ing the crowds from 9 p.m. Thursday until 2 a.m. Friday after 
three rounds of Thanksgiving dinner, then venturing out again at 
8 a.m. Friday. My main goal for Thursday night was to scout out 
the things that I wanted all while getting humor out of watching 
people who live and breathe Black Friday sales. 
     I started off at the Wanamaker Wal-Mart where I had to park 
at the other end of the Sam’s Club parking lot. Call me silly, but 
I was determined to watch crazy people do crazy things all night 
long. When I walked into Wally World, I truly could not believe my 
eyes. People were everywhere. One family wanted all the deals 
that the store had to offer so they staked their claim with some 
blankets, pillows, and lawn chairs, right next to the produce aisle. 
Right as I was getting to the electronics, the GPS systems were 
released and people went crazy! Literally. I witnessed one woman 
crying because she actually got hers. In reality, the thought of 
Black Friday is sort of insane. I mean, sure, you can get those 
great deals and save anywhere from $50 to around $200 or even 
more… but why would you wait in line for three hours just to save 
yourself $5 or $10? FaLaLaLaLa. 
     As I continued on in the night, we made a Target trip where I 
also bought nothing but got a good laugh out of the bumper-to-
bumper carts winding in and out of aisles just waiting to check 
out. I haven’t ever seen Target that busy, not even in previous 
years of Black Friday shopping there!
     We then decided to waste time until the mall opened at the 
Toys R Us store. I swear that store was 400x bigger when I was 
a little girl. It’s just not the same, and my walk down memory lane 
was short-lived when people started fighting over some Dora the 
Explorer toy right in front of me.
     Once we were done at Toys R Us, we made our way to the mall 
and scored a front row parking spot. Talk about lucky. Once again, 
I didn’t buy anything but played my role as an onlooker to all of 
the commotion. The popular clothing store Pac Sun got swamped 
as soon as they pulled up the gate to open as other stores were 
handing out flyers, promotions, and deals for simply just walking 
past their doors. I made my rounds a couple times, saw a few 
familiar faces, and decided that I had had enough for the night.
     So back to how I hate to shop… Black Friday makes me hate 
it even more. The crowds, the noise, the rudeness and fights (I 
mean, whatever happened to the holiday spirit? Sharing is caring! 
There is no need to start a fistfight for a “Tickle Me Elmo!”) How-
ever, every year I get anxious to go enjoy what is truly the kick off 
of the holiday season. It all begins with those early-bird specials, 
and I think that’s what pulls me in. It isn’t the deals necessarily, 
but the fact that Christmas is finally in the air. 

      “I went to Kohl’s to get my grandpa sweater vests, but the 
check-out line was four hours long. I thought that maybe if  I pur-
chased jewelry, I could check out all of my stuff there. The wait in 
the jewelry department was only about four minutes, and the lady 
before me in line spent enough to receive a 15 percent off gift 
card for herself and a friend and decided to give me the other one. 
The two sweater vests and the pair of earrings were 20 percent 
off originally, and because it was Black Friday, Kohl’s took an ad-
ditional 20 percent off the whole store. Then they added in the 15 
percent off the giftcard and a $20 giftcard I had gotten previously. 
I ended up getting a $60 sweater vest, a $46 dress shirt, and a $90 
pair of earrings for about $70.” -Kallie Fischer, junior

“Shopping is a woman thing.  It’s a contact sport like football.  
Women enjoy the scrimmage, the noisy crowds, the danger of 
being trampled to death, and the ecstasy of the purchase.” (Erma 
Bombeck, American humorist)ERIN’S EXPERIENCE

BEST PURCHASE

“Our financial markets perceived this year’s Black Friday to be the most successful 
post Thanksgiving shopping day in the last 5 years too, with the S&P 500, Dow Jones 
and NASDAQ up 1.3%, 1.35% and 1.38% respectively. Performance of the retailers 
with the most to gain from a strong Black Friday was mixed; notable outperformer 
was Macy’s that fared half a percent better while JC Penney was the biggest laggard 
trailing the S&P by a full percent.” (Nerd Wallet Investing: Financial Markets Tools 
and Research)

“I like Black Friday 
shopping because you 
get to meet people!” 
- Katlyn Kirkwood, 

sophomore

“I saw a big guy 
literally push a little 
person on the ground 
to get into the store.” 

-Shane Wilson, 
senior

“I saw two ladies 
get into a fight over 
a spot in the register 

line.” 
- Jeannette Romine, 

sophomore

     Having your sibling in the same 
school can have its advantages and 
disadvantages. There are a few 
freshmen with siblings who shared 
what it is like being in high school 
with their brothers and sisters.
     Megan Warren is a senior and 
Kayce Warren is a freshman.
     K. Warren shared how her sister 
helped her transition from junior 
high to high school.
     “She helped me like picking 
some electives for me, telling me 
what classes were where, and just 
answered any questions I had, and 
probably by telling me where every-
thing is and telling what the teachers 
are like,” K. Warren said.
     She explained what tips her older 
sister gave her about high school 
and how they helped her.
     “Just to always be prepared for 
any pop quizzes that you could have 
and not to wait till the last minute to 

Brendan Vega and Trenton Vega
      Brothers Trenton Vega, 
freshman, and Brendan Vega, 
junior, shared a different out-
look on having a sibling in high 
school.
     B. Vega described the excite-
ment of having his little brother 
in high school with him.
     “It is a riveting experience 
filled with joy and laughter, but 
he cramps my style. I still pick 
on him because I fail to find 
anything in common with him,” 
B. Vega said.
     B. Vega shared what tips he 

Megan Warren and Kayce Warren

SurvIVing with siblings at school
BY DALTON BYRNE

do your homework. This has helped 
me because I always make sure I 
know what I’m learning and also 
that I do my homework at home and 
don’t wait till the last minute,” K. 
Warren said.
     Her older sister shared what she 
didn’t tell her little sis about high 
school.
     “I didn’t tell my sister that the 
girls would be nicer and the drama 
would go away because the girls are 
still mean and the drama doesn’t go 
away,” she said.
     K. Warren described how teach-
ers compare her and her sister.
     “All they really do is our names. 
They would see Warren on the paper 
and maybe mix up our names. It 
doesn’t bother me when they call 
me Megan. I think it’s funny. I just 
have been expecting teachers to call 
me Megan,” K. Warren said.
     M. Warren shared her feelings 

about having her sister in high school.
     “I love having my sister in high school 
with me. I talk to her multiple times a day, 
and I talk to her more than I talk to most 
people. I don’t necessarily pick on her, but 
we tend to do things to intentionally make 
the other one mad, but at the end of the 
day, we still love each other,” she said.

told his brother.
     “I told him everything for the 
sake of his education,” B. Vega 
said
     T. Vega explained the advan-
tage of having his older brother 
already in high school.
     “It helped me a lot with 
homework because he always 
knew what to do, and he told me 
not to make teachers mad; espe-
cially Mrs. Naylor,” he said.

(“Siblings” continued on page 6)
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    Bradley York, freshman, shared 
how having his sisister Ashley in 
high school helped him prepare for 
the transition from junior high.
     “It helped me prepare for harder 
classes and more homework,” he 
said.
     A. York, junior, explained what 
she didn’t tell her brother about high 
school.
     “The amount of homework be-
cause he has to learn to deal with it 
on his own so he can get used to it,” 
she said.
     B. York shared how teachers 
compare him to his sister.
     “They compare me with how fast 
I get my homework done. It does 
make me angry because I work at 
my own speed,” B. York said.
     His sister described how she felt 
about having her brother in high 

     Kyler Womack, freshman, and 
junior twins Nikki and Ashley 
Womack gave their view sharing 
the high school experience.
     N. Womack explained how she 
feels about having her brother in 
high school and how she picks on 
him.
     “It can be annoying because 
now I hear about things I don’t 
want to know about him. Every 
now and then I like to run into 
him in the halls and sometimes he 
drops his books. I always laugh 
and walk away,” she said.
     K. Womack shared how having 
his sisters in high school helped 
him with the transition from 
junior high.
     “It helped me because they 
gave me tips for how to make me 
successful. They gave me tips 

Ashley  York and Bradley York

Kyler Womack, Nikki Womack, and Ashley Womack

FEATURE7
Questions For The Family:

1. What is your sibling’s best attribute?
2. What is your sibling’s most annoying habit?
3. Who calls you by your sibling’s name  most?

1. Smart
2. Not returning 
borrowed things

3. Grandma

1. Perserverance
2. Steals my clothes

3. Every teacher

1. Protects me
2. Doesn’t listen 

when I talk to him
3. No one

1. Gives good 
advice

2. Talks too much
3. No one
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school.
     “It’s both nice and bad. Nice 
because he is growing up but bad 
because I see him enough at home.  
I still pick on him even though we 
have more in common now than we 
ever did, and every time I see him 
we playfully glare at each other,” she 
said.
     B. York shared a tip his sister 
gave him about high school and how 
she helped him with the first week.
     “The main one was pay attention 
and take notes. She helped me find 
my classes and helped me with my 
homework, and we talk more about 
the teachers because we both have 
them,” B. York said.
     His sister explained how her 
brother affects her social life.
     “Everyone knows we are siblings 
so it really doesn’t affect my social 

life, but now I can tell him if he needs to 
do something so I can go to meetings,” she 
said.

about the teachers and how to suc-
ceed in their class,” K. Womack 
said.
     N. Womack explained what 
she told her brother about high 
school.
     “I told my brother everything I 
knew, so that he would be pre-
pared and not embarrass himself,” 
she said.
     K. Womack explained how his 
sisters helped him his first week 
of high school and how their rela-
tionship at home has changed.
     “They got me to where I 
needed to go on time and we have 
been able to communicate better 
because we can talk about what’s 
going on at school,” he said.
     A. Womack said she doesn’t 
really mind having her brother 
in high school. She said that she 

still picks on him, but that they have a closer 
relationship now that they are sharing the 
same high school experience.

1. He’s always there 
for me

2. Shrugs his 
shoulders all the 

time
3. Mr. Hamilton

1. Easy to get along 
with

2. Never rushes to 
do anything

3. Grandma Jerri

1. Smart and 
adorable

2. Temper and takes 
my things without 

asking
3. Dad

1. Supportive
2. Takes things 
without asking

3. Dad
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Other sets of siblings at the high school include: Cole and Blake Baird, 
Tyler and Cami Billings, Alexis/ Gabby/and Jeremy Gifford, 
Paige and Blake Hallacy, and Kelsey and Courtney Priddy
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DEDICATED
     “The price of success is hard 
work, dedication to the job at hand, 
and the determination that whether 
we win or lose, we have applied the 
best of ourselves to the task at hand.” 
(Vince Lombardi, legendary football 
coach)

     The football team used the word 
“dedicate” to inspire their season. 
With 14 seniors, experience was a 
clear advantage. The Eagles impres-
sively devoured each and every 
challenge with poise and pride. 
Their hard work led them to the state 
championship game against the Scott 
City Beavers, where they suffered 
their first and last loss of the season. 
The team finished the season with a 
strong 13-1 record and a runner-up 
trophy. 
     I asked a few of the seniors and 
Head Coach CJ Hamilton what their 
thoughts and feelings were about the 
state championship, as well as their 
outlook on the entire season. 

Q: Did you have any pre-game rituals 
before the state championship? What 
were they? 

A: “I usually listen to my iPod and 
chew on bubble gum. Then I go around 
and see how my team feels to make 
sure everything is ok.” – Shane Wilson

Q: The state game started out very 
strong for Silver Lake. How did you 
feel? 

A: “Going into halftime, we felt great 
as a team. We may have been a bit too 
confident. After getting all the breaks 
we had in the first half, it didn’t seem 
like luck was on our side the second 
half.” – Evan Burdiek

Q: At halftime, the lead was 21-7. 
What were some strategies going into 
the second half?

A: “We wanted to come out and get 
a good drive going because we were 

going against the wind. We wanted to 
use up some of the clock with a good 
offensive drive.” – CJ Hamilton

Q: Silver Lake has been to the state 
title game 10 out of the last 11 years. 
What was it like to achieve that? 

A: “It’s just an honor to be a part of 
a team with such tradition and know-
ing that I helped us do it produces an 
indescribable sense of pride.” – Jeff 
Torkelson

Q: Silver Lake took runner-up last 
Saturday. What are your feelings 
toward that? 

A: “Heartbroken and disappointment 
come to mind first. To work for and 
dream of something your entire life 
and be so close but not to achieve it 
leaves an uneasy feeling in your stom-
ach for awhile.” – Brock Swartz

Q: Describe this season and how you 
feel about it. 

A: “This season was a great one if 
you look at how big our family was 
and how close we were. Even though 
we didn’t win state, we had 13 big 
wins and made it to state for the third 
year in a row. To me, that’s special, 
because not many people can say they 
have done that.” – Chris Johnston 

Q: How has the community helped 
this team? 

A: “The community gives the team 
motivation. Everyone is so supportive 
that it motivates the team to perform 
our best every week. We want to rep-
resent our community in the best way 
possible.” – Peter Pfannenstiel

Q: What does this team mean to you? 

A: “This team is like my second fam-
ily. They are all like brothers to me.” 
– Blake Baird

Q: Is there anything you took away 
from this football season? What is/are 
those things?

A: “I learned the importance of      
family.” – Drew Lamprecht

Q; What was the best moment or 
part of this season that you will never 
forget? 

A: “The best part of this season would 
have been when we knew we had suc-
cessfully carried on the tradition of go-
ing to state, especially when it was over 
Rossville.” – Braden Robinson

ROAD TO THE RING

AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER

WABAUNSEE (A) 54-0

NEODESHA (A) 56-12

STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

RILEY COUNTY (H) 41-14

ROCK CREEK (H) 42-6

ROSSVILLE (A) 32-12

PLEASANT RIDGE (H) 55-0

ATCHISON (H) 47-7

MAUR HILL (A) 53-0

ST. MARYS (H) 46-6

HIAWATHA (A) 63-26

CANEY VALLEY (A) 40-0

ROSSVILLE (H) 35-14
ST. MARYS (A) 27-6
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COMMENTARY BY MACKENZIE FREEMAN

SILVER LAKE 21
SCOTT CITY 28

Click here for the play-by-place account of 
the 3A State Championship game on Nov. 24.

CLASS OF 2013

http://www.silverlakeschools.org/vnews/display.v/ART/50b11fdb43339
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A Season of Thanks 
BY KELSEY JOHNSON

What are your plans for 
Thanksgiving? 

What are two of your 
favorite foods included in 
the Thanksgiving meal? 

Name a tradition your 
family has and explain its 

significance to you. 

Do you believe that you 
receive much homework 

over Thanksgiving break? 

Will you travel over 
Thanksgiving break and 

where to? 

What do you look forward to 
the most about 
Thanksgiving? 

“I plan on staying home 
with my family to eat a 
ton of food and watch 
football. It is one of the 
best times of the year.”
(Morgan Mahana, se-
nior)

“I am going home to 
my mom and dad’s, and 
I will also be spending 
time at my wife’s folks’ 
house.”
(Linndy Frieden, social 
science teacher)

“I am going to Eureka and 
Wichita. I’m going to see 
my family and hang out 
with them. We are going to 
be eating a lot of food. Also, 
I am going to be talking and 
catching up on their lives.”
(Maria Graves, sopho-
more)

“Yes, I will be traveling 
to the Kansas City area 
to spend Thanksgiving 
with my fiance and her 
family.”
(Ian Reel, industrial arts 
teacher)

“Yes, I believe we do re-
ceive a lot of homework 
over Thanksgiving break. 
Over Thanksgiving break, 
I had a three-to-five page 
paper and an hour and a 
half’s worth of biology.”
(Coltin Morgan, sopho-
more)

“My two favorite Thanks-
giving foods are cheesy 
potatoes and ham.”
(Austin Francis, senior)

“One of my favorites is 
definitely potatoes, some sort of 
them such as mashed or maybe 
cheesy! My other favorite 
is probably pie, pumpkin or 
cherry. No one can go wrong 
with dessert!”
(Stephanie Herbster, math 
teacher)

“What I look forward to 
most about Thanksgiving 
is spending time with my 
family.”
(Morgan Simmonds, sopho-
more)

“I look forward to eating a 
bunch of turkey and mashed 
potatoes and watching foot-
ball with my family.”
(Kelby Brown, social science 
teacher)

“My family always goes 
on vacation for Thanksgiv-
ing. A tradition my family 
has during Thanksgiving 
is gathering at both of my 
grandparents’ for a feast.”
(Braden Robinson, senior)

“My family has the tradition 
of eating a huge array of food 
with turkey and potatoes as 
the mainstay. This tradition is 
important to me because of the 
time spent with loved ones I 
don’t get to see every day of the 
year.”
(Christina Weber, English 
teacher)

“I  believe we receive a 
good amount of home-
work over Thanksgiving 
break. I have a science 
paper to write, and also, 
many tests to study for.”
(Jessica Johnson, fresh-
man)

Prior to Thanksgiving Break, we 
caught up with students and facul-
ty members and asked them about 
their Thanksgiving plans and tradi-
tions.

 

     “Be thankful for what you have; you’ll end up 
having more. If you concentrate on what you don’t 
have, you will never have enough.” (Oprah Winfrey, 
American media proprietor, talk-show host, actress, 
producer, and philanthropist)
     Thanksgiving is a day of feasting and giving 
thanks. Students and staff described what they were 

most thankful for this year.

Eagles give thanks
By Kallie Fischer

     “I am thankful for my 
family who are such a 
blessing to me. Most im-
portantly, I am thankful 
to serve a merciful, and 
just God. He took my 
heart and made it new.”
-Lydia Carroll, senior

     “Almost every night at the dinner table, my 
family shares what they are most thankful for that 
day. Honestly, my kids, husband and I usually say 
the same thanks: our health, a warm house, food, 
money, and each other’s love. Everything about 
that is a luxury. At the top of the list for me person-
ally is definitely my husband, Jason, and my three 
kids, Jersey, Journey, and Jax. I am a very fortunate 
lady!”

-Jamie Manhart, Journalism Teacher

     “I am thankful for a 
loving family, and every-
thing I have. I am thankful 
for everything they have 
done for me. I have every-
thing I need because of my 
family.” 
-Blake Hallacy, freshman

     “I am thankful for 
Cody Renfro. He makes 
me smile. Every once in 
a while we shed a tear 
together.”
-Jess Lewis, senior
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430 MAIN STREET
ROSSVILLE, KS 66533

582-6722
1-800-750-0006

DOUG’S    The
PHARMACY      Flower Mart&

Interested in advertising in the
sports bulletins,

school web site, or yearbook?

Contact Jamie Manhart at the high school-
jmanhart@silverlakeschools.org

or (785) 582-4639

Michael W. Miller, D.D.S., P.A.
428 Main, P.O. Box 158

Rossville, KS 66533
Phone: (785) 584-6101


