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STATE
DEBATE A t

S i l v e r 
L a ke ! ! !

      This year, Silver Lake 

Jr/Sr High School will 

be hosting State Debate 

for the first time in nine 

years. Michelle Taylor is 

the current speech and 

debate teacher at Silver 

Lake High School, and 

debate coach. Taylor gave 

us a little insight into what 

goes into hosting State 

Debate.

     “Hosting State Debate 

is exciting but stressful, 

said Taylor. “Whether it 

is finding and scheduling 

judges, organizing meals, 

making sure rooms are 

unlocked, or making sure 

that hundreds of people 

are where they need to 

be and having a good 

experience, there is a lot 

of attention to detail that 

has to take place. Add on 

to that trying to coach my 

own team in State com-

petition and it just makes 

for a big undertaking! We 

couldn’t do it without lots 

of help from our commu-

nity!”

     As State quickly ap-

proaches, Olivia Day 

shares how she feels 

about SLHS hosting the 

competition.

     “I am excited that Silver 

Lake is being given the 

opportunity to host the 

state debate tournament,” 

said Day. 

     Being on the debate 

team comes with lots of 

preparation. Sophomore 

Allie Sexton shares how 

she prepares. 

     “We’re working on 

getting evidence together 

for different cases that 

we’ll see at those tourna-

ments,” said Sexton.

     Being on the team, you 

spend a lot of time with 

one another and you all 

begin to grow close like 

family. 

     “My favorite part of 

being on the debate team 

Olivia Day and Brooklyn 
Langley show the medals 
they won at a debate tourna-
ment. 

“My favorite park of 

being on the debate 

team is the family 

aspect of it.”

 -Olivia Day, 12

Elizabeth Jordan, Meredith 
Burgess, Tessa Gerber, and 
Olivia Ray at the Shawnee 
Heights debate tournament. 

Tessa Gerber, Olivia Ray, Meredith Bur-
gess, Elizabeth Jordan, Sarah Smith, Allie 
Sexton, Brooklyn Langley, and Drake Sex-
ton at an Emporia debate tournament. 

Page by Lauren McCaffrey, 
Jadan Falk, & Kiley Atkins 

is the family aspect of it,” 

said Day. “Everyone is very 

encouraging and uplifting 

to each other and it allows 

us to do so well. I also 

enjoy the success that we 

have had.” 

     Individually and as a 

team, they have had a 

very successful season. 

In most individual and 

team competitions, they 

have done very well in 

and placed towards the 

top. Sophomore Brook-

lyn Rupp shares how she 

hopes the team finishes 

their season.

     “My goal for regional 

and state debate is just to 

leave no regrets and go all 

out,” said Rupp. “Hopeful-

ly, go out with a bang!”
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 COMING SOON:  SLHS Winter Sports
     Johnny Roberts, boys head basketball coach, 
recognizes Carson Johnson as a player. 
     “He has a motor that never stops, he is nev-
er satisfied, he has a hunger. He is a team player 
and will do anything it takes to help the team be 
successful.” Roberts tells us how he keeps the 
team motivated, “Believe in them, care for them, 
let them know you want what’s best for them. We 
value our players, we encourage our players and 
we will always be there for them.”

     Carson Johnson, 12, explains his emotions to-
wards this season.
     “I have really high hopes for the team this year, 
and I believe we have the potential to have a great 
season. We really mesh all together as a team, and 
I think we have a chance to make a deep playoff 
run.”.
     Johnson gives us an insight on his goal for this 
season.
      “My individual goal this season is to first off give 
everything I’ve got every single day. I also am not 
much of an offensive threat when it comes to scor-
ing so I hope to change that this year.”

     Kyle Porter, girls basketball coach, tells us the 
qualities that the team needs to be successful this 
season.
     “Our kids love the game of basketball, they love 
Silver Lake, they come ready everyday to practice 
and improve their game, and I think our group plays 
with and for one another. This provides the founda-
tion for any success we have this season.” 

    Boys & Girls Basketball



 COMING SOON:  SLHS Winter Sports

     Coach Schultes, girls and boys wrestling coach, 
tells us what makes his team so successful.
     “We have a lot of returning, experienced wres-
tlers that will be able to continue the success that 
we had last year. Not only are they great point 
earners fro the team, they also set the example 
for hard work in the practice room for our younger 
wrestlers. That example will have a longer lasting 
effect on the success of our program.” 

     Hailey Horton, 11, tells us about this season.
     “I’m expecting this season to go very well, we 
have a few more girls out this year than last. My 
individual goal this year is to place at state. Last 
year I got 4th, I’m hoping to do better this season.” 
Hailey then tells us her biggest strength as a wres-
tler, “In my opinion, I think my biggest strength I 
experience from last year.”

    Boys & Girls Wrestling
     Calvin Carman, 11, wrestling teammate, tells us 
about what is going to happen this season.
     “I think as a team, we will place high in all tour-
naments this year, hopefully taking state home for 
the first time. Personally, I would like to think that 
I have a chance at placing at state. I’d like to have 
a positive season and I hope to place and put my 
name on the wall up in the Mezzanine.”
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Fall Sports Wrap-upBy: Katharine Fischer

6
Camilla Ossola (12)

Cassie Smith (12)

     Girls golf had anoth-

er great season making 

it to state yet again! The 

team was led by four-

year seniors Cassie Smith 

and Olivia Day who were 

great uplifting mentors 

to the young team. Mr. 

Leroux joined Mr. Brown 

in coaching this season 

due to such a large team. 

He dedicated a majority 

of his time to helping the 

JV team while Mr. Brown 

helped the Varsity team. 

The Varsity team was 

     Seniors Dakota Bottom, 

Taryn Burkhardt, Lauren 

Rollenhagen, and Gracie 

Trammel led their team 

and welcomed foreign 

exchange student Camil-

la Ossola to the team. JV 

finished off their season 

Girls Golf

Volleyball

made up of seniors Smith 

and Day, junior Jaiden 

Whitehead, sophomores 

Maddie Fieger and Kate 

Osterhaus, and freshman 

Taylor Zordel and Hope 

Thornton. After becoming 

Regional Champions for 

the fourth year in a row the 

team was off to the State 

Championship in Hesston! 

At state the team placed 

5th and freshman Tay-

lor Zordel finished 16th 

overall.

with a record of 25-8-1 

and 7-3 in the league, and 

C finished with a record 

of 20-6 and 6-3 in the 

league. The varsity team’s 

final record was 28-9 and 

9-1 in the league. The 

girls are excited for next 

year and hope to redeem 

themselves by making it to 

state!

Design by: Gracie Trammel



Fall Sports Wrap-up
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Sam Kaff (12)

Cameron TenEyck (12)

Cross Country
     The only senior Cam-

eron TenEyck led their 

young team through a 

tough season with injuries 

and missing three meets 

batting sickness himself. 

Although in the meets 

Cameron did compete 

in he placed top 5 every 

time. As the only runner to 

make it to state the team 

rallied behind him and he 

ended up placing 24th. 

The boys’ team placed 

high in the rankings in 

many of their meets. There 

were not enough girls to 

make up a team this sea-

son, with only freshman 

Tessa Gerber running. 

She ended up only run-

ning for part of her season 

due to a stress fracture. 

Junior Mariah Farmer 

had been struggling with 

shin-splints and made the 

tough decision not to run 

this season in order to give 

her time to heal. The girls 

hope to have a team next 

year. 

     The varsity football 

season had a successful 

year ending the season 

with only three losses. It 

was an exciting season as 

the boys made a come-

back to sub-state after 

not making it for several 

years. In his first year 

playing for the eagles, Se-

nior Sam Kaff, helped lead 

Football
them to a successful sea-

son as cornerback. The JV 

team ended their year with 

a record of 6-2. The Junior 

boys are ready to lead the 

team next season. 



Going for Gold
By: Gracie Trammel

The dance and cheer team answered questions about the state competition. 

     The Silver Lake cheer 

team has returned to the 

state competition for the 

4th time this year. Return-

ing senior Makenzie Graf 

explained this year had 

the toughest competition 

by far. 

     The seniors and juniors 

are the only ones who’ve 

been part of in person 

state as last year was 

all virtual. Junior Avery 

Henderson expressed 

that she enjoyed in person 

state better and what her 

favorite part was. 

     “My favorite part about 

state was probably after 

we performed and ev-

eryone is really proud of 

how they did and when 

Uhl almost started crying 

because of how good it 

looked,” said Henderson. 

“I also loved how we pray 

together as a team before 

each performance.”

     New performers like 

sophomore Dani Ross 

voiced how the experience 

taught her about hard 

work and dedication, and 

how she felt during the 

performances. 

     “The adrenaline you get 

once you step onto that 

mat is unreal,” said Ross. 

     The cheerleader worked 

for months and Ross ex-

plained what the team did 

in preparation for this big 

day. 

     “We practiced early in 

the morning and spent a 

lot of quality time together 

as a team,” said Ross. “My 

mindset was confidence. 

Going out on the mat, 

knowing that you worked 

so hard for this moment is 

very rewarding.” 

     This is the 2nd year the 

dance team has gone to 

state and they finished 

with a 4th place medal this 

season. Returning senior 

Dakota Bottom mentioned 

what she was going to 

miss next year. 

     “I am going to miss 

the girls who are on the 

dance team, because our 

team is bonded in a way I 

guess you could say, our 

team doesn’t have any 

drama and we don’t judge 

Avery Henderson (11), Gracie Trammel (12), Makenzie Graf 
(12)

Emily York (9), Kyra Garcia (9), Kendra Cook (9)

Silver Lake Cheer Team



each other so that's the 

thing I’m going to miss the 

most.” said Bottom. 

     The state dance com-

petition has only been 

open for two years, last 

year being the first year, 

and it was all virtual. 

Junior Katharine Fisher 

explained what they did 

to prepare for the state 

competition. 

     “I practiced the routine 

a lot and made sure to 

get good sleep the night 

before,” said Fisher. “I had 

a really positive mindset 

because I knew no matter 

what place we got it would 

still be an unforgettable 

experience and we would 

be supported either way.”  

     The team worked for 

months preparing their 

routines and sophomore 

Raely Sterling voiced how 

she felt during her first 

state performance. 

     “This was my first year 

competing in person 

at state,” said Sterling. 

“During the in person  

competition, the nerves 

were higher since we only 

had one chance, but it was 

ten times more rewarding 

after accomplishing our 

routine.” 

     Freshman Kensley 

Podlena said what her fa-

vorite part about state was 

throughout the whole day. 

     “My favorite part about 

State is getting to perform 

our dances for everyone 

after months of prac-

tice,” said Podlena. “It is 

fun having your makeup 

and hair done and having 

our uniforms on and then 

getting to show-off our 

hard work. I also enjoy 

getting to watch all the 

other teams and their 

cool routines. Especially 

the routines of the larger 

schools.”  

     Both seniors on the 

dance and cheer squad 

expressed advice they 

would give to the under-

classmen and returning 

members for next year’s 

competition. 

     “Just keep pushing and 

don’t give up because 

you don’t always get the 

results you want,”

said Graf. “You shouldn’t 

ever be satisfied, you 

should keep trying to be 

better and better.”

     Bottom gave her advice 

to the returning dance 

members for next year. 

     “I would say just relax 

and make sure you know 

your routines so you won’t 

freak out on the day of 

state and just cherish the 

moments made,” said 

Bottom. 

How did the team do at state this year and what are your expectations for next year?
“This year we placed 4 over all in division one for 
1-3a. Our goal next year will be to place in the top 3 
and to really make sure we bring our best effort and 
choreography.”
-Dance Coach Brown 
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“We performed the best we ever have but unfor-
tunately didn’t make it into finals. I am super proud 
of the girls and all their hard work! As far as expec-
tations go, we are in hopes that we can get started 
earlier and hopefully provide the judges with what 
they are wanting for a “Game Day” performance.”
-Cheer Coach Uhl

Katharine Fisher (11), Dakota Bottom (12), Alyssa Streit (9) Dakota Bottom (12) and Alyssa 
Streit (9)

Kensley Podlena (9)
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Trinidad Garcia 12

Corey York 12

Elizabeth Jordan 12

Brooklyn Langly 12

Cast of Seussical 

Seussical The Musical
Performed by Silver Lake Highschool

By:Tyler Bichsel
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Elizabeth Jordan 12

Brooklyn Langly 12

Cast of Seussical 

Cast of Seussical 

Gavin English 11 and Olivia Day 12

Photos by Lauren McCaffrey and Kiley Atkins 
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Holiday Travel Plans 

By:Tyler Bichsel

“This holiday I am 
going to watch a lot 
of Christmas mov-
ies and hang out 
with my friends and 
family.” 

“My favorite thing 
about the holidays 
is the music and the 
lights.”

“Staying home.” 

“Giving.”

“Colorado.”

“Getting out of 
school.”

“I will be going to   
Harveyville to see 
my grandparents. 
Then I’ll also stay in 
Silver Lake.”

“Seeing my fami-
ly haven’t seen in 
awhile .”

     A lot of people travel for the holidays, including going to see family in other states, or going for a break 

from their hometown. 

     A poll was sent to all high school students  asking where they where going this year and their favorite thing 

about the holidays. Here is what they said.

Mariah Farmer, 11 Trenten Harris, 9 Isaac Mountain, 12 Hailey Horton, 10



Silver Lake students responded to a poll asking them 
to describe their dream Christmas list. Here are some 

answers. 

A Christmas to Remember

“A horse.” 

Audrey Kirk, 8

“A ticket to Hawaii because I’ve 
never been and I want to escape 

from the cold.” 

Ace Zhabykbay, 12

“I would love to have a pri-
vate jet and pilot at my 
disposal to fly me and the 
guests of my choice wherev-
er I want to go at anytime and 
it would be completely free. 
This way I could visit places I 
will otherwise not get to vis-
it and see family whenever I 
can. I would also love to have 
an unlimited amount of gift 
cards to spend when taking 
random trips. I would also 
like world peace.”

 Cyndi Circle
“I would probably say a Shiba 

Inu.”

 Eli Webb, 9

“If I could have anything for 
Christmas, it would have to be 
to have my extended family all 
together for a day! I don’t want 

things, I want memories with 
loved ones.”

Tonya McGough

“ Probably new clothes or 
phone.” 

Kyra Garcia, 9

13

By: Livia Rooney



Welcome to 

14

Larson’s English Class     The juniors and fresh-

men are given projects 

at the start of the school 

year. They create a 

bio-poem that includes 

their own art illustra-

tions to accommodate 

their poems. They get to 

choose the form of art 

that will then be published 

onto the wall in Larson’s 

classroom. High school 

English teacher, Mary 

Larson, has been teaching 

at Silver Lake for 26 years. 

She explained what gave 

her the idea to do art in her 

classes. 

     ”Art creates a lively 

atmosphere, represent-

ing our students’ lively 

nature!” said Larson. “It 

is pleasing to our eyes. 

I love the aesthetic cre-

ated by the walls of our 

classroom covered with 

students’ projects! It is so 

enjoyable.  I have always 

published student cre-

ated visual art to support 

the student’s writing in 

my classroom. Students 

By: Gracie Trammel

take pride in their proj-

ects. Most students love 

to work and create with 

their hands through tactile 

learning. Reading and 

writing comprehension are 

improved through creating 

these projects.” 

     Junior Alana Smith 

voiced why she enjoyed 

making art during a class 

and how it made her feel 

after finishing the project. 

     “I had a lot of fun with 

my art for my bio poem, 

and it makes me feel good 

seeing everything I work 

hard for on the wall,” said 

Smith

     Every student has a dif-

ferent opinion about cre-

ating wall art. Freshman 

Logan Cathcart explained 

how he felt about wall art. 

     “I think it’s creative to 

do art poems, however it’s 

not really for me consid-

ering I don’t like art and 

I am not a fan of writing 

poems,” said Cathcart. 

     Freshmen are taking a 

big step-up between high 

school and junior high 

English classes. Cathcart 

explained how he had to 

adapt to Larson’s class to 

write his bio-poem. 

     “For me it was a lot of 

adapting because I have 

never really written a 

poem before and it was a 

lot of work to go through 

to make a final copy of 

your poem,” said Cathcart. 

     Another freshman, Ella 

Bolan, voiced what her 

mindset was to accom-

plish the first big project 

of the year. 

     “For my first bio poem, I 

had to get the right mind-

set,” said Bolan. “I also 

had to have an open mind 

when I first started writing. 

     Larson teaches the 

freshmen and juniors, and 

she gets to see the prog-

ress the students make 

between the then and 

now. 

     “Over the years, while 

creating the artwork, the 

opportunity to include 

more technology has been 

incorporated into the pro-

cess,” said Larson. “This is 

optional for these projects 

displayed on the wall. If a 

more multimedia type of 

artwork supports the con-

tent of the writing, then 

I encourage a student to 

use technology to cre-

ate the art that supports 

their writing. One thing I 

really enjoy, that has not 

changed in regard to the 

art in my classroom, is the 

heart, individuality and 

originality that is present 

in each student’s artwork: 

Students in English class give their 
Opinions about a project during class

Larson’s 1st hour English Class
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the writing and the visual 

art!” 

     Junior Troy Heiman 

explained how his poems 

have changed between 

freshman year to now. 

     “My poem has changed 

from last year because it 

is more in depth and I use 

more figures of speech,” 

said Heiman. 

     Larson enjoys doing 

wall art because it gives 

the students in her class 

a way to express them-

selves creatively. 

     “All of my students are 

represented throughout 

the colorful walls of my 

classroom through these 

projects,” said Larson. 

“They are literary, insight-

ful, creative and moving. 

It is their classroom. It 

creates an opportunity to 

learn about themselves, 

each other and to learn 

from each other.” 

     Students are allowed to 

come into Larson’s room 

to read the poems. Larson 

voiced how the poems 

make her feel as she reads 

the finished products 

around her room. 

     “I feel very proud of my 

students,” said Larson. 

“That is the first emotion 

I feel. The poetry the stu-

dents write is very emo-

tional and moving, too. 

Along with feeling proud, 

I feel a wide spectrum 

of emotions expressed 

through their genuine 

voices, when I read their 

narrative writing. Any 

reader who reads the 

walls of my classroom, 

whether reading  a de-

scription by students of 

what it means to be a Sil-

ver Lake Eagle or reading 

a poem by students that 

illustrates an important 

aspect of their lives, the 

reader will be moved by 

the voice of the students. 

Our students have very 

strong and confident voic-

es and communicate very 

clearly.” 

Taylor Ross (11) next to 
her wall art

Mariah Farmer’s (11)
bio poem wall art 

Lauren McCaffrey (11) next to 
her bio poem wall art 

Brady cook (11) holding his 
wall art 

Juniors and 
freshmen 

class’s wall 
art



Welcome to Art Class
What’s your favorite medium of art and why? 

What’s do you enjoy most about Conley’s class and why? 

How do you feel when finishing an art piece? 

What got you interested in art? 

What’s your inspiration for art? 

What’s your favorite medium of art and why? 

What’s your favorite medium of art and why? 

What’s your inspiration for art? 

How do you feel when finishing an art piece? 

I have found a new interest in watercolor, but other 
than that I do like charcoal and acrylic painting too.

 When I finish an art piece I either hate it, glad I’m 
done with it, or I actually like how it turned out.

I really just sit there an think of the most random 
things, I really don't have inspiration for things most of 
the time.

 I'm most comfortable with digital art because I’m able 
to experiment a lot more without ruining a drawing 
and I have unlimited colors and tools. Traditionally I 
like watercolors because they're not as harsh as other 
mediums and it takes time to build them up. You can 
get a huge range out of just one color.

She promotes originality and what making art really 
means. She also helps a lot with the planning process 
and made me realize how helpful and important it is. 
She does her best to help every student accomplish 
what they want to. Shes a great teacher and I really 
wish I was a freshman so I could have her every year.

I've always loved drawing people specifically fashion 
and women. I also like dealing with hard topics such 
as body image, beauty standards, and other things 
that effect me. I get inspiration from everything around 
me.

My favorite medium is pencil art, because it is easy to 
erase your mistakes, or change something if you want 
to. They are also quite easy to use, and not all that 
messy. For me, few things can beat good old pencil 
and paper.

I'm relieved it's done, kind of upset it's over, disap-
pointed because I know I could have done better, and 
hopeful because of how much better I am.

I've been interested in art for as long as I can remem-
ber, I've just never been good at it.

Dakota Bottom (12)

Dani Farris (12)

Ja
co

b 
Tod

d 
(12

)

By: Gracie Trammel


