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First we work, then we play
By Gracie Johnson

     Jerry Bollig, who has been teaching science at 
Silver Lake Junior/Senior High for over 20 years,
recently announced his retirement effective at the 
end of the school year.
     Bollig explained why he started teaching.  
     “I wondered why I started teaching myself. I en-
joy being around kids and the interaction. What I
really like is the energy. The students have more 
energy than I do now. I mean, you could just
feed off of that. It’s a neat feeling.
     “One summer when I was still in college I signed 
up to be a camp counselor in New Jersey, and
it was quite the experience being around kids. I 
wanted to go to the East Coast, and it was a
good opportunity to be around young people and 
have a job in New Jersey. Then, after 12 years in 
private industry,  I finally decided with the econo-
my like it is, be a teacher, so I went back to school 
and got my certification,” he said.
     However, Bollig has not always been in the 
classroom.
     “Pay wise, I had several good paying jobs with 
an oil service company. I had a company car, an
expense account, but the economy back in the late 
‘80s devastated the oil industry and a lot of
people went into different jobs besides petroleum, 
and I was one of those people. But, I had a
really good job. All of the benefits of the job in-

cluded travel, and I was a regional lab person
and oversaw different districts. It was a good job, 
and I learned a lot dealing with people in the
scientific aspects of problem solving,” he said.
     Bollig compared the similarities between the 
business world and teaching.
     “The company I worked for was for  profit. That 
was the bottom line. In teaching, it’s more
open- ended. You go with the flow. Your product is 
students. You can’t quantify their behavior.
You can’t quantify their intelligence. It’s just com-
pletely different,” he said.
     There were many reasons why Bollig was drawn 
to the teaching profession.
     “I enjoy science. I always have. I think growing 
up in the sixties and late fifties, the space
program and the moon race with the Russians, 
that was all in force. We were still in the Cold
War, and I just like science. My brother migrated 
toward science, and my sister kind of did for a
while. He just liked science. I don’t think it was our 
high school experience. It was just the world
around us,” he said.
     His first teaching assignment was at Logan High 
School in Northwest Kansas. He taught there for
two years.

(To see the story in its entirety, and a 
news package featuring Bollig, click here)

http://www.silverlakeschools.org
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     Remaining undefeated, the Lady Eagles 
varsity basketball team is doing it one game 
at a time. On Tuesday, January 26, the girls 
brought in a win against Santa Fe Trail, mark-
ing Coach Loren Ziegler’s 500th win.
     Coach Ziegler stated that the skill he looks 
for most in his players is consistency. 
     “We are just trying to be consistent; not 
one really good game and then the next 
game we play very average. It is just about 
trying to be consistent. I think since Christ-
mas break, we have really improved on that. 
Before Christmas, we had some up and down 
games, but since then, we have been really 
consistent which is what I’m looking for,” 
Ziegler said.
     Helping out the coaches are some of the 
senior leaders who put in all of their effort to 
make the team better.
     “The biggest thing they do is how hard 
they play the game and how hard they prac-
tice. I have said several times to the younger 
players that they are getting a good example 
sent to them,” Ziegler said.
     Senior Madison Wegner explained some of 
the ways she helps out the younger players.
     “I think the best way to help the under-
classmen is to stay calm if they are struggling. 
The right way to go about it in my opinion 
is make sure they understand what they are 
doing. If they are confused, yelling directions 
at them will make it more chaotic. Us se-
niors were freshmen once, too, so I think we 
handle our roles as seniors really well when it 
comes to helping the younger girls,” Wegner 
said.
     Along with the girls’ basketball team, the 
boys have been working hard to add up the 
wins.

Different Approaches      Varsity Coach Linndy Frieden discussed the strug-
gles the team is going through this year. 
     “I think one thing that’s tough is just that we don’t 
have a lot of upperclassmen. Our experience is not 
what it has been in the past five or six years. We’re 
getting better at communication and leadership 
from our older kids, but we only have one senior on 
the team. Blake (Hallacy) does a good job, but some-
times the struggles of the first time on the road, a 
big game, just a lot of struggles that young kids go 
through. Usually they don’t face them until their ju-
nior or senior year. We have got a lot of freshmen and 
sophomores playing this year. So the inexperience 
factor would be one,” Frieden said.
     Aside from the struggles, Coach Frieden is focus-
ing on how he can help improve the team. 
     “(I really push to improve) more communication 
offensively and defensively. Boxing out has been a 
problem sometimes throughout the year. We real-
ly try to stress rebounding  because we’re not that 
big. We are trying to get better at the press. We try 
to practice our press 5-10 minutes every day just 
because I think we are going to press in the future. 
Hopefully we will continue to get better at the press,” 
Frieden said.
     The wrestlers are winding down their season, with 
regional competition next Friday, Feb. 19 and state 
at Hays on Feb. 26. 
     Head Wrestling Coach Marion Howerton explained 
the difficulties from this season. 
     “One of the struggles the team has is how many 
kids we have out. We give up points in every dual. We 
finished the season 7-1,” Howerton said.
     Coach Howerton stated that they have to over-
come these struggles in order to improve the team.
     “We work through them and take it one day at a 
time,” Howerton said.

Boys’ basketball rely on underclassmen; girls use experience to soar through season
By Addison Hamilton



      

PDA is not okay... or is it?

Commentary by Calen Schuckman

     We’ve all seen it. Hand holding, hugging, 
kissing. Public Display of Affection, or PDA, 
is everywhere, and whether you like it or 
not, it’s inescapable. 
     Most of the time, PDA is just an innocent 
form of affection, and there is nothing 
wrong with it. According to Art Teacher Tif-
fany Wiles, “Personally, I have no problems 
with holding hands, a hug, etc.”  
     However, PDA has many different forms, 
from an innocent peck on the cheek to a 
hardcore makeout sesh. 
     The question many have is at what point 
does it become inappropriate or just plain 
disgusting? For the most part, it’s not so cut 
and dry, and different people have different 
feelings. 
     Harmless actions, such as hugging and 
hand holding, is very okay. Really, even 
kissing is not bad, as long as it’s not long 
and drawn out. What almost all people have 
an issue with is inappropriate touching. 
     Most people agree that, with PDA, there 
is a certain line that can’t be crossed. What 
people don’t agree on, though, is where 

that line is at. Some will say that even the 
most innocent displays of affection are 
wrong. However, when it gets to touching, 
almost all people can say it’s too far. 
     Another question many have is when 
and where PDA is acceptable, which can be 
very controversial, especially around high 
school. 
     Everyone has seen that one couple 
at their school that takes it way too far, 
whether it’s at a school dance, or in English 

class. However, Wiles said she feels at Silver 
Lake, PDA is not a big problem.
      “I feel current students are much more 
respectful and responsible, [whereas] in my 
first few years of teaching, there were more 
instances of PDA,” she said.
     Sophomore Mikayla Smith shared when 
she thinks PDA is appropriate.
     “When you aren’t making situations 
awkward for other people,” she said.
      This is very true. There is nothing worse 
than having to witness PDA and have no 
idea how to react. What can you do? Walk 
away and seem rude, tell them to stop, and 
then what? 
     The most important thing to remember, 
whether you are the one partaking in PDA 
or having to see it, always keep others in 
mind. 
     PDA isn’t always gross and is a natural 
way to show affection for someone you 
care about. Like Wiles said, “I think our 
ability to feel and express affection is 
something to be celebrated, as long as we 
are respectful to those around us.”

     Being alone sucks. Relationships are awesome. 
     Being in a relationship completely trumps being alone. 
You get to do all of the things you could do when you’re sin-
gle, except now you have a significant other to enjoy it with.
     You can say goodbye to sitting by yourself in your base-
ment watching Netflix and hello to food runs, movie dates, 
picnics, or if you prefer being cliché, walks in the park and 
strolls on the beach.
     Dates aren’t the only reason being in a relationship is 
awesome. According to MyHealthNewsDaily Contributor Iris 
Tse, being in a relationship can actually reduce stress, one of 
the major feelings teens suffer from while in high school.   
     The pros of having a significant other far outweigh the 
occasional cons, such as getting in disagreements and/or 
your partner doing or saying something you don’t appreci-
ate (mainly boys). 
     When you’re in a relationship, those cons teach you how 
to settle disagreements and come to compromises. They 
become a learning experience instead of a hassle.
     So although relationships are bound to fail at times, they 
are still a fun experience and teach you the importance of 
giving, encouragement, and love.
     So get up off your couch, turn off Netflix, and go talk to 
that cutie you’ve been Insta-stalking all week. 

Pro
Single 

Pro
Relationship Are you...

Riley & Dalton jenna & caleb
Q&A featuring SL Lovebirds

By Abby Brockmann By Sami Fischer

     Relationships suck. Being alone is awesome. 
     Being in a relationship is hard because you have to work 
to please the other person in the relationship. When you 
are single, you only have to please yourself, which is easy 
because you know what you like.
     Single life is also more cost efficient. When you go out 
to eat alone, there is no one you could possibly have to pay 
for other than yourself. You have to keep in mind, though, 
some people might look at you weird when you go and sit 
at Olive Garden all by your lonesome self. 
     When you are single, there are no expectations. You can 
wear sweats and a T-shirt and go to school with bedhead 
without worrying your boyfriend/girlfriend is going to 
break up with you because you don’t look your “best” 
(even though your best look is your natural look).
     Many people want to be in a relationship because they 
don’t want to be alone, but being alone is not all bad. 
When you are just hanging out watching Netflix, you 
don’t have to worry about what the other person wants to 
watch. You can watch that last episode of “Grey’s Anato-
my” without feeling guilty.
     So get on your couch, binge watch some Netflix, and 
enjoy the single life. 

How long have you been dating?
J & C: 4 months.
Who initiated the relationship and how did they do it?
J: He did. He asked me if I wanted to go to Sonic but instead 
stopped on a gravel road and asked me.
C: Me, I pretended to take her to Sonic, but took her on a 
gravel road and asked her.
What was the first thing you noticed about your 
significant other?
J: He has a good sense of humor and is really fun to be 
around, and he always knows how to make me smile. 
C: She is funny and fun-loving.
How do you describe your bae to other people?
J: A goofball.
C: Adventurous and goofy.
What is your favorite memory with your signfiicant 
other?
J: My birthday when he gave me a really sweet present.
C: Christmas; seeing the look on her face when she opened 
my present.
What is your biggest pet peeve about your significant 
other?
J: When he mimics me (although it’s kind of funny).
C: She doesn’t watch the NBA.
What is your favorite quality about your bae?
J: How he puts me in a better mood when I’m sad.
C: We like the same stuff and have a lot in common.
What are your Valentine’s Day plans?
J & C: Go to Olive Garden
What is your couple anthem?
J: “Boyz N Da Hood” by Eazy- E
C: “Boyz N Da Hood” by Eazy- E (or “Let it Go” from 
“Frozen”).

How long have you been dating?
R & D: A little over 6 months.
What was the first thing you noticed about your 
significant other?
R: The first thing I noticed was his smile. 
D: I noticed that Riley had a great personality and that she 
just loved going anywhere I went.
Who apologizes first?
R: He usually apologizes first because I get more upset and 
he feels bad.
D: I usually do because I feel bad and want to make her feel 
better.
Describe your first date experience.
R & D: Our first date was before we actually dated and we 
went putt-putting and to Orange Leaf.
How do you describe your bae to other people?
R: I would say Dalton is a sweet boy. And his personality. 
D: I describe Riley to others as a beautiful woman that can 
always put a smile on my face.
Tell an embarrassing story about your significant other.
R: One time when we were hanging out he farted straight 
on me and it smelled so so bad. 
D: She was joking about slipping on the ice outside then a 
few minutes later she actually fell. 
What is your favorite quality about your bae?
R: My favorite quality about Dalton is his smile or his eyes.
D: My favorite quality about Riley is her smile and also that 
she can make me smile all the time.
What are your Valentine’s Day plans?
R: We plan on going on an “actual” date and hang out all 
day.
D: Probably hangout together and get her some sweets.
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This month’s recipe is: Chocolate Covered 
Peanut Butter Hearts

SAMI’S COOKING CORNER 

(1) Mix first three ingredients together. You can mix this together with a wooden spoon, but I find it’s easier to just 
mix with my hands. Knead slightly until it comes together in a smooth ball, adding a little more powdered sugar if 
needed so it’s not too sticky.
(2) Roll the peanut butter mix out between two pieces of wax paper.
(3) I rolled mine about 1/2 inch thick.
(4) Use a heart-shaped cookie cutter to cut the mixture. Place each heart on another sheet of wax paper.
(5) Roll out the “scraps” of peanut butter mixture and cut more hearts. I was able to make 8 3-inch hearts (for the 
last one I just pressed the remaining peanut butter mixture into the cookie cutter. NOTE: these are RICH, so a 3-inch 
heart is definitely big enough for sharing or eating part of now and saving the rest for later.
(6) Cover in melted milk chocolate: melt milk chocolate chips in the microwave, stirring every 30 seconds and taking 
care not to overheat. Hold a heart in the palm of your hand and gently cover the top of it in melted chocolate, using 
a spoon to spread the chocolate just to the edges – go easy on the chocolate at this point. Gently turn the heart, 
chocolate side down, onto wax paper, and let set up a few hours until firm. (You can skip the firming up part if you 
want – the heart will just slide around a little as you cover the front w/chocolate.)
(7) Once the chocolate beneath the heart is set up, re-melt your chocolate and spread it onto the top and down 
the sides, being more generous with the chocolate now. Use your spoon to smooth and swirl the chocolate on top. 
Then use a toothpick to remove any excess chocolate that drips down and obscures the heart shape. Let set up AT 
ROOM TEMPERATURE a few hours before eating or gifting.

* 1/2 stick (4T) butter or margarine, 

softened* 1/2 C creamy peanut butter

* 1 heaping C of powdered sugar

Ingredients:

New kids on the block

Getting to know them...
By Mackensie Haverkamp

     This year, the high school has gained a couple of new faces in the student body. These students 
include Freshmen Abby Pressgrove, Crystal Foster, and Tyler Blaylock, along with Juniors Jacey Creech 
and Jackson Correa. Here’s a chance to get to know the new kids on the block. 

Jacey Creech

Crystal Foster

Abby Pressgrove

Tyler Blaylock

Jackson Correa

Her celebrity crush is Alex Gordon. 

Her favorite soda is Cherry Dr. Pepper.

His favorite song is 
“Amarillo By Morning” 
by George Strait.
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She listens to the “High School Musical” Pandora station. 

If she had a super power, it would be teleportation. 

She transferred from Seaman Middle School.

Her best concert is performed while singing in the shower. 

She is looking forward to playing softball.

She uses Colgate Toothpaste. 

She cheers for K-State and Emporia.
She would like to be in Color Guard. 

She transferred from Seaman Middle School. 

Her favorite T.V. show is either “Shadow Hunters” or “The Fosters.” 

Her theme song is “Marry Me” by Jason Derulo. 
She is a cat person. 
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Her favorite fruit is strawberries.

She transferred from Washburn Rual High School. 
Her favorite quote is, “Attitude reflects leadership.”

She prefers Washburn Rural lunches over Silver Lake’s.

She loves spring and summer.
Her least favorite subject is science. 

During the summer, she loves being outside and 
babysitting. 

His celebrity crush is Selena Gomez. 

His favorite college team is Georgia. 

His favorite book is “Divergent.” 
He transferred from East Paulding, Dallas, Georgia. 

He sings the best when he is in the car. 
“Friday Night Lights” is his go-to Netflix series. 

His favorite brand of clothing is Vineyard Vines. 

His favorite movie is 
“The Lonesome Dove.”

His favorite season is 
summer because “the 
weather is perfect.”

He thinks that the 
lunches here are better 
than his old school. 

If he had a super power it 
would be to fly because 
“it’d save a lot of gas 
money.”

He transferred from 
Crest Ridge, Centerview 
Missouri.

He would like to learn 
everyone’s names.



feAtuRe page eigHt feAtuRe page NiNe

Shy’ane’s 
Battle
     On Nov. 4, 2014, Sophomore Shy’ane Stoner was diagnosed with fibrous dysplasia, 
which is a tumor of the glands. After multiple surgeries, a complete removal of her jaw, and 
10 months away from school, Stoner is back to a somewhat normal teenage routine.
     Stoner said the type of tumor she had is usually caused from smoking cigarettes or 
chewing tobacco, which is why it was uncommon that Stoner developed it. Stoner ex-
plained how she discovered her fibrous dysplasia. 
     “It first started out like a toothache, and it got really warm like it was tingly. I took some 
antibiotics for it, and then I went to the doctor, and she said to suck on sour candy because 
she thought I had a blocked salivary gland. But then it kept getting bigger and bigger. 
     “So I went to my main doctor, Dr. Hershey, and he told me he didn’t know what it was. 
He said if it was a blocked salivary gland, it would be soft, but it was really hard. And so he 
sent me to KU Med, and I was assigned to Dr. Butterworth. He did X-rays and figured out it 
was fibrous dysplasia.          
     “It was really difficult for me to hear I had fibrous dysplasia because I don’t like attention. 
It was really scary because I didn’t know what to expect. I cried a lot when I heard about it. 
I called (Sophomore) Miranda Graf because she is always there for me and she makes me 
feel better,” she said.
     On Feb. 10, 2015, Stoner had her lower jaw and the mass removed at KU Medical Center. 
The mass was a bone tumor. Surgeons put in a titanium plate and attached a new bone on 
top of the plate. They saved three of her teeth. They cut from her knee to her ankle and 
took the fibula bone to rebuild her jaw. 
     She was at KU Med for 10 days and then came home. She had to go back to KU Med two 
days later on Feb. 24 because she had an infection and fever. 
     “The first couple days were hard because it was hard to breathe, and I couldn’t eat. My 
dad was up there with me most of the time. My brothers and sister came up to see me 
when they could,” she said.
     Doctors performed another surgery at that point to fight the infection. On March 1, she 
was back at home. Stoner missed 10 months of school and activities. She explained how 
she missed her friends and getting to do everyday activities. 
     “Missing school was hard because it was hard getting caught back up. After my big 
surgery on Feb. 10, I waited a couple of weeks and then Katrina Deitcher (paraprofessional) 
came out to my house and helped me get my homework done. I did online classes as well. 
     “It was kind of sad because I am a cheerleader, and I love cheerleading. It is my passion. 
It’s always what I have wanted to do. And when I found out I couldn’t do it, I was pretty 
heartbroken because I love cheering for my school. Knowing that I couldn’t be there to 
cheer them on was pretty sad. Cheerleading was my family, too. They were there for me 
through this whole thing,” she said. 
     In October of this school year, doctors discovered a new lump about the size of a quar-
ter. Stoner went back to KU Med for C-scans, and on Dec. 16, she had surgery to remove 
lymph because it was in the way of the jaw. 
     She said the Silver Lake community was there for her during her battle. Community 
members held a lot of fundraisers to support Stoner including T-shirt sales, candle sales, a 
community fun run, and an account set up at Silver Lake Bank. 
     Stoner explained how she felt about the town’s support. 
     “It makes me feel good because I know how many people are behind me, and if I need 

“Doctors say that since it already 
happened again that there is a 
300 percent chance that the 

tumor could come back...it’s scary 
knowing I could get this again.” 

anything, I can go to them and ask. They are there for me when I 
need them,” she said. 
     Alongside the community, Stoner has the support of the people 
close to her. 
     “My brothers, my uncle, my dad, and my friends. They came and 
saw me. My friends told me to stay positive and don’t ever give up 
on what you want. Keep pushing yourself and be strong. I’m keeping 
myself occupied and never getting myself down. I’ve always pushed 
myself to be stronger,” she said. 
     Stoner had many people there for her during this journey. She 
explained who has been her inspiration. 
     “My inspiration was my dad. He was in the military protecting his 
ground, backed up, and stepped on a bomb when I was 8 or 9, and it 
was hard not knowing if he was going to survive. If I lost my father, 
I don’t know if I would be the person I am today. My dad always 
pushed me, told me never to give up, always do what you want to 
do in life, set your goals high and reach them because it’s not going 
to be easy. He was always there, telling me, ‘You got this. Never give 
up. Be positive.’” 
     As Stoner pushes herself and stays positive, she has experienced 
some ups and downs. 
     “The highest point was when I first started walking again. I had to 
start learning how to walk. I had to start learning how to talk. So it 
was a really good thing for me to know I could start walking again. 
     “My lowest point was probably when I had to go in again for 
another surgery because I got an infection. You never know what 
can happen in life. It scared me because I didn’t know how bad this 
infection was. When I got out, I was told everything was going to be 
okay,” she said. 
     Through the good times and bad, Stoner always stays positive. 
     “My family helped me through it a lot because they kept telling 
me to never give up. Whatever life throws at you, push to be stron-
ger. Even though you want to give up, don’t give up, and so I kept 
pushing myself,” she explained. 
     Her next surgery is going to be to reduce the size of the flap, or 
the part underneath her tongue because it is so big that there is 
no room to put her teeth in. The famiy will meet with a masiofaciel 
surgeon next week to discuss Stoner’s new teeth.
     “Doctors are saying I am looking good. Doctors say that since 
it already happened again that there is a 300 percent chance that 
the tumor could come back. It’s scary knowing that I could get it 
again. My doctor says that out of all of the people who have had to 
go through this, I am the most inspirational to him because I am so 
young,” she said. 

Article and Layout By Gracie Johnson
Photos Provided
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        English Teacher Mary Larson is direct-
ing two one-act plays to be performed on 
Saturday, Feb. 20 at 7 p.m. and Sunday, 
Feb. 21 at 2 p.m. Tickets will be available 
at the door or can be purchased in advance 
in the high school office.
     Joining Larson is Michelle Cross, assis-
tant director, and Larson’s son, Garrett, 
who is an art teacher at Rossville High 
School and is serving as set designer for 
these productions.
        Larson picked both plays.
         “ We’re doing two One-Act plays, ‘The 
Fifteen Minute Hamlet’ and ‘Something’s 
Rotten in the State of Denmark.’ They 
are comedies, but contain very dramatic 
moments.” Larson said. 
       Larson said she loves theater.
        “I costumed nine college shows at 
Washburn University and spent a summer 
at Southwestern College working as a cos-
tumer; I loved watching the productions 
develop. I knew then I wanted to direct. 
I learned from great directors at both 
colleges. Why do I direct? I direct because I 
love theater,” Larson said.
        This year the plays are both written in 
Shakespeare’s own language.
        “Both scripts are parodies of Shake-
speare’s ‘Hamlet.’ The first one is a 
condensed version of the famous tragedy; 
the parody takes only 15 minutes. ‘Some-
thing’s Rotten in the State of Denmark’ 

was original text from ‘Hamlet,’ but it also 
uses contemporary references,” Larson 
said.
        She said there were more than enough 
students who tried out this year for the 
spring play. There is also a small group of 
students who help G. Larson make the 
props and sets. The stage tech crew helps 
with the lights and will set the stage up 
before each performance.
     “This year’s cast is the largest I have 
ever directed. There are 44 students acting 
in this year’s production, and there is a 
tech crew of eight students,” Larson said. 
        Josh Wilson, junior, plays Horatio, a 
friend to Hamlet in the play in “Some-
thing’s Rotten in the State of Denmark.”        
Wilson has been in all of the plays at SLHS.
        “I have been in ‘Alice in Wonderland,’ 
‘Greek to Me’, ‘Guys and Dolls’, ‘Shrek’, 
and ‘Beauty and the Beast’,” Wilson said.
         Most students take time to study, 
but these students take time to study and 
make room for the theater. After high 
school, some students take it to the next 
level and others, like Wilson, already know 
what they want to do.
        “I plan on going into science and that 
will consume a lot of time. I will still do 
acting, but am not planning on starting a 
career,” Wilson said.
        Wilson said he can become a more 
efficient actor by knowing what he and his 
character have in common.
        “We both are definitely hyperactive 
and overly exaggerated. A lot of the 
humor and gestures are very close, but I 
would like to think I’m not as much of an 
idiot,” Wilson said.
         There are also some fairies in the play. 
Freshman Rebecca Wagner plays a fairy 
in “Something’s Rotten in the State of 
Denmark.” This is Wagner’s first year in a 
school play. 
        “My goal is to put a smile on some-
one’s face. Even if it’s just one child, it’s 
still worth it. 
        “I’d say my character is like me be-
cause I’m very small as well. My character 
is petite and dainty because I am a fairy,” 
Wagner said.
        Junior Ryan Wagner, Rebecca’s broth-
er, plays Polonius and Lord Chamberlain 
in “Something’s Rotten in the State of 

Denmark.”
        “He is a very intellectual man in his 
50’s. He’s very protective of his daughter 
because she is in love with Hamlet. He 
is a very strict parent and he is also very 
intelligent.
        “Acting can help with your com-
munication in small groups. Speaking 
large parts in musicals makes it easier to 
communicate with smaller groups,” Ryan 
Wagner said.
        Larson said communication in the the-
ater is important so you can have better 
communication with your other peers. You 
have to try to find out which fits you best 
before  you make a commitment to what 
you love.
        “Student commitment to the theater 
arts is very strong. It is inspiring. I appreci-
ate that commitment so much. Students 
in the cast are committed to many other 
extracurricular activities and still give 
up their time to be involved in theater,” 
Larson said.

Actors hit stage next weekend with two plays
“SOMETHING’S ROTTEN IN THE STATE OF DENMARK”
                                         By Joseph Wallace

Fortinbras, Prince of Norway- Logan  Wolfley
Director- Claire Austin
Tom an actor/ Hamlet Prince of Denmark- Blake Matzke
A Voice- Calen Schuckman
A Fairy-Mackensie Haverkamp
Flock of fairies- Gabby Gifford, Carlie Thompson, Leah Gustafson, Rebecca Wagner, 
Olivia English, Kyleah Immenschuh, Johanna Larson, Halie Bouton, EmmaRae Huben-
er, Haley Warbritton, Aubrey Dick, Olivia Beach, Erica Strausbaugh, Heather Jordan, 
Anastasia Graves, Miranda Graf, and Shy’ane Stoner

Bernardo, a soldier- Shy’ane Stoner
Francisco, a soldier- Tristen Stoner
Marcellus, a soldier- Christian Stoner
Horatio, friend to Hamlet- Josh Wilson
Ghost (King Hamlet)- Keith Nagy
King Claudius, King Hamlet’s brother- DW Snook
Laertes smof Polonius- Josh Dallman
Queen Gertrude, Mother to Hamlet- Megan Risetter
Polonius, Lord Chamberlain- Ryan Wagner
Ophelia, Daughter to Polonius- Oen Griffin
Messenger- Elizabeth Moore

Players, Wandering group of actors- Haley Warbritton, Dylan Womack, Nathan Ruby, 
Miranda Graf, Olivia English, Ethan Schulz, Alex Holder, Erica Strausbaugh
Rabbit-Olivia English
Lady- Erica Strausbaugh
Child- Miranda Graf
Referee- Brady Snook

Secret Service- Samantha Ortiz, Ian Todd, Cassie Johnston, Ryan Osterhaus, Brady 
Snook, Dylan Womack, Ethan Schulz, Alex Holder, Claire Austin, Walker Moore, Drew 
Sharpe, Calen Schuckman, Timmy Nesbitt, Josh Adee

“THE FIFTEEN MINUTE HAMLET”
                     By Tom Stoppard
Hamlet- Blake Matzke
Gertrude- Oen Griffin
Claudius- DW Snook
Ophelia- Mackensie Haverkamp
Shakespeare- Keith Nagy
Polonius- Nathan Ruby
Horatio- Josh Wilson
Laeres- Logan Wolfley
Bernardo- Josh Dallman
Fortinbras- Ryan Wagner
Osriz- Brady Snook
Grave Digger- Dylan Womack
Ghost- Calen Schuckman
Marcellus- Christian Stoner
Francisco- Tristen Stoner

Stage Crew
Tessa Welbourne
Jessica Boyden
Ethan Kortan
Alexis Gifford

Timmy Williams
Ian Todd

Scott Kuhn
Cody Priddy

Director- Mary Larson
Assistant Director- 

Michelle Cross 
Set Designer- Garrett Larson

Cast and Crew
By Crystal Foster
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Winter Break AdVentures
Trips to remember

By Andrea Hoffen

     For Christmas vacation, Seniors 
Blake Matzke, Cole Baid, Keenan 
Baird, Logan Wolfley, Kyler 
Womack, Carlie Thompson, Kelsey 
Priddy and Junior Mackensie 
Haverkamp traveled to Colorado 
for a time of fun and adventures.
     They all stayed at the Thomp-
son’s house in Steamboat Springs. 
They had all talked about going to-
gether for a long time because they 
figured it would be a good time.  
     They did activities such as shop-
ping, baking, watching movies and 
skiing. They also spent some time 
hanging out together at the house. 
     Matzke had a birthday over 
break and enjoyed getting to spend 
it with his friends. 
     “We went skiing/snowboarding, 
star-gazed with Logan and Keenan, 

Christmas with FamilyMountain’s Take on Colorado

get to go skiing every day and also 
going 2-0 against Keenan in Mad-
den ‘16,” Womack stated. 
     C. Baird enjoyed getting away 
from Kansas for a week and hang-
ing out with his best friends. 
     Overall, Haverkamp said it was a 
time to remember.
     “We knew that it would be one 
of the last times that all of us would 
be able to take a trip like this to-
gether, and it was definitely one for 
the books,” Haverkamp said. 

and celebrated the new year 
with some awesome people,” 
Matzke said. 
     Womack said he enjoyed the 
different activities that there are 
to do in Colorado.
     “The most fun thing was 
going skiing on New Year’s Eve 
because, well, you don’t usually 

     The Mountain 
family, including 
Sophomore Jade 
Mountain and Fresh-
man Jordan Moun-
tain, got away for 
Christmas break by 

have been to Col-
orado. They have 
been there around 
10 times. 

     Like many stu-
dents, Sophomore 
Erica Strausbaugh 
and her family stuck 
around Kansas over 
break, but she said 
she did leave Shaw-
nee County. 
     The Strausbaugh 
family went to Coun-
cil Grove because 
that is where their 
family has 
Christmas 
every 
year. 
     They in-
tended to 
stay only 
four days 
but got 
snowed in 
for a few 

extra days. 
     “The most fun 
activities we did were 
watch movies, eat a 
lot of food, shopping 
and watching ‘The 
Nutcracker,’” Straus-
baugh said. 
     She said her 
favorite activity out 
of everything she 
did was going to see 

“The Nutcracker” for 
her grandmother’s 
birthday. She also 
enjoyed that day 
because she had a 
girls’ day with her 
aunts and cousins. 
     She said she spent 
some time outside, 
which may not have 
been the best idea. 
     “There is a huge 

hill which has 
rocks on it. I 
was sledding 
down the hill, 
and I tried 
to swerve to 
avoid it and 
I hit the rock 
and went 
flying,” she 
said.

going to Colorado 
to have a relaxing 
trip. 
     The Mountain’s 
went rock wall 
climbing as an ac-
tivity at an indoor 
activity center in 
Boulder. 
     “My favorite 
activity was rock 
wall climbing with 
my brothers,” 
Jade Mountain 
said. 
     Another reason 
they went to Col-
orado was to visit 
very good friends. 
     This was not 
the first time they 


