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Ballers since
By Sami Fischer

     As the school year comes to a close, many 
seniors look back at their high school careers 
and what they have accomplished. This 
year’s class of senior girls has quite a lot to 
be proud of athletically.
     Seniors Mariah Cook, Alexis Gifford, Ra-
chel Heiman, Jessica Johnson, Rylie Krog-
man, Madison Wegner, Taylor White, Brianna 
Womack, and Jordan Yoder have been part of 
some of Silver Lake’s most decorated teams.
     Their success started early as Eagles. They 
were league champs in all three junior high 
sports (volleyball, basketball, and track) both 
years. They were undefeated in both vol-
leyball and basketball both years. Johnson 
holds a volleyball record for serving 16 jump 
serves in a row, and White holds nine track 
records at the junior high level in the 100, 
200, 400, 800, the long jump and the triple 
jump.
     Their domination continued throughout 
their high school lives as Eagles. During their 
high school career, they aided in 12 league 

championships. They also played
major roles in 10 state tournament appear-
ances.
     The girls cleaned house in volleyball in 
high school. They boasted four league cham-
pionships, and four state appearances, tak-
ing first in 2013 and 2014, lead by graduated 
Kansas State University volleyball player 
Alyssa Schultejans. They placed second in 
2012 and third in 2015.
     Head Coach Sarah Johnson shared her 
thoughts on how the girls shaped the pro-
gram.
     “From the beginning, this group of girls 
had a strong desire to be successful and to 
be a part of something greater than them-
selves. They adapted to new positions and 
situations to better the team. Their attri-
butes as volleyball players complemented 
one another, and they knew that in order for 
our team to be successful, they needed to 
play as a team and push one another to be 
positive,” Johnson said.
(To see the article in its entirety, click here)
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                Paid to play
Jacob Gerber
Emporia State University

Logan Wolfley
University of  Minnesota

Kallee watkins & 
Erin Johnson

Independence Community College

Brianna Womack
Bethany College

Madison Wegner
Johnson County Community College

Taylor White
Fort Hays State University

Cole Baird
Emporia State University

Rachel Heiman
Washburn University

Track & Field Track & Field

Track & Field
Softball

Volleyball
Softball

Volleyball
Cheer Football

By Abby Brockmann (Photos by staff)

Photo by Kathy Moore

Also signed: Alexis Gifford 
Cloud County Community College (Basketball)
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Voting extravaganza

Registering to vote has never been easier
     On May 4, students at Silver 
Lake not only had a chance to 
chow down outdoors, but they 
also had an opportunity to reg-
ister for voting. The League of 
Women Voters (LWV) teamed up 
with the high school administra-
tion to create a voter registra-
tion drive, in conjunction with 
the annual cookout.
     This event, held in the high 
school, resulted in nearly 55 
juniors and seniors signing up 
to participate in the democratic 
process. Mackensie Haverkamp, 
junior, was one of many who 
took advantage of this event.
     “I think registering to vote is 
very important because not only 
are we given the option to vote 
for our country’s future, we also 
need to act upon it,” Haverkamp 
explained.
     With important upcoming 
elections in November and voter 
turnout being at a record low, 
Superintendent Tim Hallacy 
said he was eager to get young 
people to participate.
     “Our representative democ-
racy works best when the voices 
and opinions of the masses are 
heard, and that is most effec-
tively done through high voting 
participation.
     “We know that if young peo-
ple start voting as soon as they 

are eligible, the chances of them 
continuing to participate in our 
democracy by being informed 
and voting is much higher,” 
Hallacy remarked.
     Hallacy intended for this 
to start a political dialogue 
within the community, engag-
ing younger voters with their 
democracy.
     “I hope 
it en-
couraged 
students 
to begin 
having 
political 
conver-
sations 
with their 
parents 
about 
their own political philosophy 
and how their beliefs may trans-
late into public policy,” Hallacy 
clarified.
     He also pointed out that the 
stakes of this year’s election 
are high, with many important 
decisions being deliberated by 
the legislature.
     “There are a number of 
important decisions being made 
by elected officials that directly 
impact students...cost of stu-
dent loans and debt, educational 
standards, the level of education 

funding for K-12 education, and 
opportunities they have tradi-
tionally enjoyed as part of their 
K-12 experience,” he said.
     Hallacy collaborated with the 
LWV, a civic engagement group 
that holds thousands of these 
drives around the nation.
     “I was familiar with their 
efforts to register citizens to 

vote...Their 
experience 
in signing 
up citizens 
to vote 
and their 
non-partisan 
nature made 
them a natu-
ral resource 
to reach out 
to,” Hallacy 

said.
     The LWV has been around 
since 1920, the same year that 
women’s suffrage was universal-
ized in the United States. Since 
then, members such as Ethel 
Edwards have been actively 
involved in the democratic pro-
cess.
     “A big thing that the league 
does besides helping people 
register to vote is they push to 
get out the vote. The league 
always preaches that if you are 
registered, you need to vote,” 

Edwards, a member of the 
league, mentioned.
     Edwards attributed the low 
voter turnout in the past to 
apathy and frustration with the 
system.
     “I think people are frustrated 
with the politics of the situation, 
and they only ever hear the neg-
ative aspects of it. They never 
hear what the positive results 
of an election can do for you,” 
Edwards asserted.
     According to Haverkamp, the 
event was quite convenient.
     “It was very, very helpful 
to me to have the League of 
Women Voters come. I would’ve 
had no idea what I was doing 
without their help, so I definite-
ly appreciate them coming,” 
Haverkamp affirmed.
     With over 50 students reg-
istering to vote at this event, 
Hallacy said he foresees more 
events like this in the future.
     “I anticipate this will be a 
continual opportunity we will 
provide for our eligible students 
each year. I also anticipate open-
ing up this to community mem-
bers as well who would like to 
register to vote and participate 
in our republic,” Hallacy said.

(To see the video that goes 
along with the article, 

click here)
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Photos by Nicole Gerber
Valedictorian Brianna Womack 

Valedictorian Taylor Martin

Valedictorian Elizabeth Moore

Valedictorian Taylor White

Valedictorian Kenzie Kriss

Blake Matzke and Randy 
Matzke, board member and 

father

Lane Hough Bradley York (left) and Kolton Kirkwood (right)

Article, photos, and video completed by 21st century journalism students Nicole Gerber, Kennedy Kats, and Keith Nagy
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Not pictured: 
Trenton Vega

Chris Anderson Cole Baird Tara Bledsoe Jessica Boyden Mariah Cook Jacob Gerber Alexis Gifford Gabby Gifford Oen Griffin Blake Hallacy

Rachel Heiman Hagen Honas Lane Hough Hunter Howerton Erin Johnson Jacob Johnson Jessica Johnson Devon Jones Kolton Kirkwood Josh Klein

Kenzie Kriss Rylie Krogman James Martin Taylor Martin Blake Matzke Syd Monteith Elizabeth Moore Kelsey Priddy Zach Redmon Jesse Renfro

Natalie Richards Jordan Sharpe DW Snook Ashley Swaim Margaret Thomas Carlie Thompson Kayce Warren Kallee Watkins Madison Wegner Tessa Welbourne

Taylor White Luke Wichman Logan Wolfley Brianna Womack Dylan Womack Kyler Womack Jordan Yoder Bradley York Katelyn Zeilinger
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