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room,” Martin said.
     The fire was reported at 11:40 p.m. at 106 S. Rice Road on Sunday, Sept. 22. The fire 
eventually destroyed the entire home.    
     Martin explained what she thought started the fire.
     “We’re not really sure. My oldest brother, Chris, and I were sleeping and were woke 
up by my younger brother Luke yelling ‘fire.’ We think it was an electrical spark from a 
faulty light in the bathroom,” she said.
     She shared how she felt the night of the fire.
     “I was not able to sleep that night, to say the least. I remember sitting outside my 
house crying and watching everything just burn, knowing there’s not a thing I could do 
about it. The only thing that I could say was, ‘Everything is gone...’ I sounded like a bro-
ken record,” she said.

     Melisa Martin, 
junior, recently opened 
up about how the fire 
that destroyed her home 
on Sept. 22 affected her 
initially. 
     “It really opened 
my eyes. It made me 
realize all the things I 
had taken for granted. 
I used to not like my 
old room, and I would 
always complain, but 
after the fire, I real-
ized that at least I had a This is all that remains of the Martin house at 106 S. Rice Road after the devastating 

fire destroyed the home on Sept. 22. (Photo by staff)

Tragedy strikes local family
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By Dalton Byrne

Cameron McGough's video news package - Martin fire

     Martin described the process of getting out of her house during the fire.
     “It wasn’t difficult for my mother, me, and my three brothers. It was difficult for my 
stepdad to get out because of his wheelchair. The only exit for him was right by the win-
dow that had flames burning right by him,” Martin explained.
     She shared how her younger brothers L. Martin, eighth-grader, and Jake Pearson, 
fourth-grader, coped with the tragic event.
     “Surprisingly, they took it way better than I did. But I had managed to save one thing, 
which is my sock monkey. My littlest brother had loved my sock monkey, so I gave it to 
him,” she said. (story continued on page 2)
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     The construction on Highway 24 is a 
large, on-going project that began in July. 
According to Mike King, Department of 
Transportation secretary, this project will 
be completed in four phases. 
     King said the project is expected to fin-
ish in fall of 2014 if weather permits. The 
price of this construction projects falls at a 
total contract cost of $25.798 million. 
     This project is funded by T-WORKS, 
the transportation program passed by the 
Kansas legislature in May 2010.
     Phase One involved widening Meno-
ken Road to two lanes each direction and 
adding a center turn lane from NW 25th 
Street to U.S. 24. The phase also involved 
construction of new eastbound and west-
bound U.S. Hwy. 24 roadways, northwest 
and southwest interchange ramps, and four 
bridges.
     There will also be construction of a 
shoofly detour for traffic on Menoken 
Road and construction of a temporary 
crossover on U.S. 24.
     King said in Phase Two, there will be 
construction on the remaining eastbound 
and westbound lanes on U.S. 24. A north-
east interchange ramp will be added in 
Phase Two as well.
     Phase Three consists of construction 
on the remaining eastbound lanes and 
southwest interchange ramp, and a shoofly 
detour on Menoken Road. Menoken Road 
will be constructed where it intersects U.S. 
24. A southeast interchange ramp will be 
created  as well. The old bridge will be 
demolished in this phase.
     Finally, the median crossover on U.S. 
24 will be removed along with the tempo-
rary crossover constructed earlier in the 
project. 
     Hamm Inc. is the primary contractor on 
this new interchange project.

Silver Lake drivers can expect another year of road construction
 

How does 
highway construction 

affect you?

“It delays my way to school, and 
since I live 30 minutes away, it’s 
hard to make it to school on time.”

-Kassie Kosek, sophomore

How 
much 
longer 

does it take 
you to get to 

Topeka because of 
highway construction?

“It doesn’t take me much longer 
to get to work. I am excited for the 
project to be done. I believe it will 
make travel quicker and safer, once 
completed.”

-Linndy Frieden, 
social sciences teacher

Will the
 construction 

have benefits when 
completed and 

why?
“Yes, I do think it will have more 
benefits. I hear there are supposed 
to be two bridges; that could be 
helpful for traffic flow.”

-Gracie Petrie, senior

What have you heard 
about the work being done 

on the highway?

“Not only do I hear about the 
improvements, I see them. Not too 
long ago, they cleared the trees and 
added dirt to make an extra detour 
lane for the highway. Now they are 
making a new bridge. It’s quite the 
sight.”

-Damian Perry, senior 

For more 
information, 

click 

HERE

NEWS

       

     Martin shared the most difficult part of recovering from the fire.
     “I was worried about how we would stand financially, but with the help 
of everyone and donations, we are doing fine,” Martin shared.
     The community has come together in a large way to help the family. 
Community members paid for a hotel room for the family to stay in until 
they were done remodeling their new house in Silver Lake.
     Students, faculty and community members also made monetary dona-
tions through the Golden Eagle Bank at Silver Lake High School. Ac-
cording to Loren Ziegler, marketing teacher, the bank received $2,636 in 
donations for the Martin/Pearson family.
     Martin explained her gratitude for how the community helped her fam-
ily through this event.
     “The community has helped me and my family beyond belief. I still 
have a hard time trying to fathom how much everyone has helped from 
donating clothes and household items to remodeling our new house,” she 
explained.
     Martin shared what item she misses the most and what item she would 
bring back from the ruins after losing everything.
     “There are so many things I miss, but if I had to choose what I miss 
most I would have to say all of my baby pictures and school photos or the 
blanket my mother had made me.
     “I wish I could have saved our pets. It’s easy to imagine a fire scenario 
and thinking of what you want to save, but when it’s happening, I went into 
panic mode and only focused on my family escaping and me. Nothing else 
crossed my mind,” Martin shared.
     She explained how this event has changed her view of the ruins of her 
old home.
     “Seeing my house the way it is now makes my heart ache because I had 
spent a good portion of my life growing up in that house,” Martin said.
     She shared the advice she would give to anyone who might have to go 
through the tragedy she has experienced.
     “Try to stay calm. If we would have been calmer, we could have got our 
family out, along with a few other things. And remember, everything can 
be replaced in time,” she said. 

Videographer Cameron 
McGough interviews 
Melisa Martin, junior, 
outside of her new house 
for the October broadcast 
of “Channel 29.” (Photo 
by Dalton Byrne)

(See page 1 for the link to 
that news package)

The Silver Lake community came together to remodel a 
new house for the family. (Photo by Dalton Byrne)

“Seeing my 
house the way 

it is now makes 
my heart ache,” 

Martin said.

Photo provided by: CJ Online

(story continued from page 1) 

By Kelsey Johnson

http://www.ksdot.org/topekaMetro/projectstudytest.asp
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     With honor, courage, and commitment in their eyes, three boys in the senior class recently en-
listed to protect their country. In August, Damian Perry, Braeden Lockhart, and Chayse Saia all signed 
a contract committing four years of active duty and four years reserved in the Marines.
     Saia said he has wanted to join since he was young.
     “I’ve always felt drawn to the military and being a part of something bigger than myself,” Saia said. 
     Saia isn’t the only one.
      “Everyone knows that I have been talking about joining the military since our freshman year, 
but my dad influenced me to do it by the time I was 8-years-old,” Perry 
shared.
     “I’ve wanted to join since I was little because of my great grandpa and 
step brother. I was thinking about the Navy until recruiters started show-
ing me off, and Sgt. Sietz stopped me in the mall and we got to talk. After 
that I knew that the Marines was my place to be,” Lockhart said.
     The boys have been training and preparing to meet different goals and 
requirements. They have to participate in IST, PCT, CFT, and weekly PT.
     IST requires a participant to run a 1.5-mile in under 12 minutes. Be-
fore they start, they are required to do a maximum set of pull-ups and as 
many crunches as possible in two minutes. 
     PCT is very similar to IST but is a 3-mile run instead. CFT involves 
an 800-meter dash, ammo can lifts, and maneuver under fire, which is 
a 100-yard course that must be completed in under two minutes. PT is 
physical training that recruits must actively challenge themselves with on 
a weekly basis.
     “CFT is the toughest thing a Marine can do besides recruit training,” 
Lockhart said. 
     Physical trials aren’t the only challenges for the boys.
     “The hardest part is the fact that I’m leaving my family. Being a three-
day drive to the west isn’t my favorite thing to think about,” Perry said.
     “I really think that the hardest part is going to be leaving for boot 
camp and having to say goodbye to Silver Lake and the big family that I 
have got here,” Lockhart shared.
     Nonetheless, the recruits are ready to protect their country.
     “It’s time for us to know how to become more self-directed and not rely 
on other people so much. Our lives really haven’t even started yet,” Saia 

in June after their high school graduation. The three of them will graduate together in the middle of 
August.
     “It’s comforting knowing that two of my good friends are going through this with me. We support 
each other and push one another to do our best. We each set an example for one another, and we will 
always have each others’ back,” Perry said.
     Saia agreed.

     The thought of family back home and 
the future the Marine Corps holds is 
what keeps the boys going. 
     “What will keep me going is the fam-
ily at home who is going to be worried 
about how I am doing, What will keep 
my going is the brotherhood that I will 
have with my fellow Marines and know-
ing they have my back. What will keep 
me going is the fact that I will have a 
family of my own some day, and I won’t 
want to leave them without me,” Lock-
hart shared.
     The boys agreed that their final deci-
sion was easier because of the support 
system they had backing them up.
     “My mom, my dad, other family mem-
bers, and my Sgt. have all helped push 
me toward my goals,” Perry said.
     “My biggest support system has defi-
nitely been my parents who support any 
and all of my decisions wholeheartedly,” 
Saia said.
     For all these reasons, the decision to 
join the Marines wasn’t a difficult one 
for the boys.
     “The decision wasn’t tough for me. 

Saia said he believes in the ability to use good and timely judgment, 
and Lockhart said he believes in the brotherhood bond that you 
must have. However all three boys strongly believe in the three core 
values of what the Marines stand for: honor, courage, and commit-
ment.

     “I like knowing that two of my classmates will be with me 
through this all. I can turn and look at them, and I know I won’t be 
going alone. I know that I have someone pushing me and someone 
to motivate me,” Saia shared.

Once I knew what the Marine 
Corps had to offer, everything 
became clear,” Saia said.
     Perry said he believes that 
you need pride to be a Marine, 

expressed. 
     “I think it is important to realize that slow and steady wins 
the race. You have to be patient even though we are ready to go,” 
Perry offered.
     The boys leave for boot camp at Camp Pendleton in San Diego 

Photos provided by Cyndi Circle

Photo by Erin Taylor

Senior boys enlist in Marine Corps, challenge their future
Written by Erin Taylor

Honor, Courage, Commitment
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To Make The Best Better:
 4-H in Motion

4-H Events this fall:

-First week of October: 
National 4-H Week

-Saturday and Sunday, 
October 19-20:

 Dog Quiz Bowl
-Saturday, November 16: 

Achievement Night
Out-

side 
of class, 

students 
are busy with 

extracurriculars. 
Some play sports, 

such as volleyball, 
football, basketball, and 

some participate in cheer, 
pom and band. Then, there is 

the minority who participate in 
clubs outside of the school atmo-

sphere. 
     4-H is an organization designed to 

teach students about leadership and hard 
work. The four H’s in 4-H are simple and 

reflect the values of the program: head, heart, 
hands, and health.

     “I pledge my head to clearer thinking, my heart to 
greater loyalty, my hands to larger service, and my health 

to better living, for my club, my community, my country 
and my world.” ~ Otis Hall

    Shea Callahan, junior and President of Grove 4-H Club, ex-
plained why she became a member of 4-H. 

     “I joined 4-H because my brother was already in it. He was having 
a lot of fun, and I decided to join 4-H,” she said.

     Jamie Clark, junior and Secretary of Grove 4-H Club, said she joined 
4-H because of her family.

     “I joined 4-H because my brother and sister were both in 4-H when I was 
little and always talked about how much fun it was. I joined 4-H when I was 5, as a 

mini 4-Her,” she explained.
     Callahan said her favorite part about 4-H is getting to know others.

     “My favorite aspect of 4-H is getting to know people from other schools around the 
Shawnee County area. 

     “Also, going to the Shawnee County Fair is one of the most fun things…ever,” she explained. 
     Clark commented she enjoys getting to make new friends. 

     “My favorite aspect of 4-H is getting to know new people that will be lifelong friends and also 
pushing myself to do well in the project that I’m working on,” she shared.

     In 4-H, there are a multitude of events such as January Jamboree, Jr./Sr. Lock In, 4-H Days, and Officer 
Leader Training. Callahan mentioned her favorite event is January Jamboree.

     “Every club runs a stand. We all either get to make Christmas ornaments, snow globes, and you get to help 
out the younger kids. It’s a lot of fun,” she said. 

     The Shawnee County 4-H Fair is Clark’s favorite event.
     “I love being able to show off my talents through my projects and make memories with my friends I’ve made 

throughout the years,” she said.
     Callahan explained that her favorite project in 4-H is Buymanship. Clothing Buymanship is a project where you buy an 

outfit, have an opportunity to model it in Fashion Revue, and then are judged on how much you know about the garment and if it 
was a good buy.

     “I love to go shopping, pick out clothes and I like learning about the garments that I pick out. I also like getting judged before the 
fair,” she commented.

     Clark explained her favorite project is showing her pigs. 

     “I like showing pigs because it is fun to go out in the ring and lead them around,” she 
shared.
     Callahan said she continues to stick with the program because it is fun.
     “It’s something fun that I get to do every third Sunday, and I really like our club. 
     “I love the fair, and I really enjoy spending time with people other than school friends,” 
she shared.
     Clark continues to stay in 4-H because she likes the projects.
     “I continue staying involved in 4-H because I enjoy all of the projects that I’m in and 
making memories with my friends at the fair. I have also learned many good life lessons 
being involved in 4-H,” she said.
      In 4-H, Callahan has learned responsibility.
     “Over the years in 4-H, I have learned to take responsibility for my projects, and I have 
learned to be a leader for my club,” she commented.
      In 4-H, Clark has learned to always do her best.
     “I have learned that you always need to put your best effort into your projects and not 
leave them to the last minute,” she explained.
     Callahan shared what life lessons she learned in 4-H.
     “The biggest life lesson that I’ve learned while in 4-H is being responsible for your 
projects and taking responsibility for learning everything you need to learn about; learning 

about your project before going in and getting it judged so that you can get a 
purple or a blue ribbon,” she said.
     Clark said she has learned not to procrastinate.
     “The most important life lesson that I have learned is to always get your 
stuff done on time, and not to wait to do it because in the long run you’re going 
to wish you would have got your objective done sooner,” she commented.
     4-H means being involved in your community.
     “To me, 4-H stands for being active in your community and getting to know 
other people and trying to build your life skills further,” she explained.
     4-H stands for helping others, Clark explained.
     “To me, 4-H stands for helping people out as much as you can, by doing 
volunteer work or taking a few minutes out of your day just to make someone’s 
day better. 4-H is learning how you can help make the world around you bet-
ter,” she commented.
     Callahan said she would recommend the program to a friend.
     “It’s a way of doing things outside of school, getting to know other people 
is really fun and during the fair time our club does the Grove concession stand. 
It’s something that I really like to do.
      “It’s a good way to spend time with people,” she shared.
     Clark shared that she would recommend the program to a friend.
     “I would recommend 4-H to my friends because, not only do you make 
friends and have fun, but you learn to be the best you can be,” she said.
     In 4-H, Callahan explained that receiving “Best in Show” was her greatest 
accomplishment.
     “Last year at the 4-H Fair, I received a Grand Champion on my cake and 
a ‘Best of Show’ and then a ‘Champion’ on the cake also in my class. It’s my 
proudest accomplishment because I really like to cook, and I have gotten a 
‘Champion’ on my Foods before, but getting a ‘Grand Champion,’ and winning 
cool prizes was probably one of the coolest things that I have done in 4-H,” she 
commented.
     Clark explained that her greatest accomplishment in 4-H is receiving Grand 
Champion.
     “My most amazing accomplishment is when I got Grand Champion on my 
very first arts & crafts project my very first year,” she shared.

Members of the Grove 4-H Club head to the lake via a hayrack 
ride. (Photo by Chelsey Johnston)

“My favorite memory in 4-H is 
when I was little, I was in a 4-H 
play and during meetings, I would 
run around and play games with 
little kids my age.”

“My favorite event in 4-H is the 
Rabbit Shows.”

“My funniest moment in 4-H was 
when I sprayed people with water.”

     “My favorite aspect in 4-H is the 
fair because it’s full of fun events 
and cool things to see.”

Kennedy Kats, seventh-grader

Kyleah Immenschuh, seventh-grader

Cassie Johnston, eighth-grader

Drew Deters, junior

For more information about 4-H, 
contact the Shawnee County 4-H Extension Office:

1740 SW Western Avenue
Topeka, KS 66604-3095

785-232-0062
785-232-0093 fax

www.shawnee.ksu.edu

By Chelsey Johnston
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“When I was a freshman, I wasn’t quite 
through the good ol’ puberty stage yet. I 
played linebacker and had to make calls 
every play. Every time I called ‘huddle,’ 
or made a call, my voice cracked. Se-
niors and coaches called me ‘squeaker.’”
Senior Johnathan Dallman
(Photo by Kennedy Hamilton)

“Golf is a very mental game, not so 
much physical. It’s rule oriented and 
you have to focus on all your shots 
all the time. My favoite quote is that 
‘Golf is an 18-hole game played on a 
6-inch course...the distance between 
your ears.’” Senior Erin Taylor
(Photo by Morgan Koelzer)

“Cross country is definitely a mental 
sport. It makes me tougher as an 
individual. It has also kept me in 
shape, and I’ve made so many new 
friends because of it.” Junior Katlyn 
Kirkwood
(Photo by Josey Morgan)

Hall of Fame
Athletes share stories
     Silver Lake athletes excel 
in all fall sports: football, cross 
country, volleyball, and golf.
     Jace Freeman, junior wide 
receiver, has played football 
most of his life.
     “I play football for a 
number of different reasons. 
I’ve been playing since I was 
probably in kindergarten. Now, 
there are so many good feel-
ings I get when I’m playing the 
game that I don’t ever want to 
stop,“ Freeman said.
     Johnathan Dallman, senior 
offensive and defensive tackle, 
loves the game of football.
     “I love hitting people. I 
want to make every tackle and 
make the other players scared 
to run into me. I want to be 
an intimidation factor on the 
field,” Dallman said.
     Every high schoo athlete is 
bound to have one embarrass-
ing moment. Kaitlyn Shoemak-
er, junior cross country runner, 
explained hers.
     “My most embarrass-
ing moment in cross country 
would have to be last year at 
the McLouth meet. It was rain-
ing and very muddy. During 
the race, I slipped and fell into 
a pond. I got covered in mud 
and was soaking wet! To be 
honest, I had a lot of fun and 
was laughing the rest of the 
race,” Shoemaker said.
     All athletes play that one 
game they will never forget. 
Erin Taylor, senior golfer, de-
scribed her best tournament.
     “One of the best tourna-
ments I have played was an 
18-hole tournament this year. 
It was the Jeff West Invita-
tional at Village Greens, and I 
shot a 95. I think it’s the best 

I’ve ever played, plus it was a 
beautiful day out and I liked 
the girls in my group,” Taylor 
explained.
     Sports differ in rules and 
exceptions, but Alyssa Schulte-
jans, junior outside hitter, 
explained the uniqueness of 
volleyball.
     “Something unique about 
volleyball is that it is one of 
the few sports that the object is 
to not let the ball hit the floor,” 
Schultejans said.
      Coaching a team he has 
always loved is a dream for 
Dallman. 
     “I would choose to coach 
at Northwest Missouri State 
University because it is located 
in a small town, has a winning 
tradition, has many recruits 
to pick from, and everyone 
is very competitive. It is like 
the college version of Silver 
Lake,” Dallman said. 
     There are many rules and 
rule books athletes must fol-
low. Freeman explained a rule 
he would like to change.
     “In a game of inches, there 
are so many different outcomes 
that occur from an official’s 
call. I would like to see video 
reviews make their way into 
the high school level, at least 
for highly important games,” 
Freeman explained.
     Temper tantrums are com-
mon among most toddlers, but 
Katlyn Kirkwood, junior cross 
country runner, has witnessed 
an episode while running.
     “The girl behind me cried 
and screamed from the begin-
ning of the race until the end. It 
was crazy. I didn’t know if she 
was hurt or was mad that I was 
in front of her. She made me 

so nervous. I had no idea what 
was going on,” Kirkwood said.
     Satisfaction of a win can 
bring joy not only to the athlete 
but others as well.
     “Few things are more satis-
fying than knowing you had a 
role in bringing a win to your 
friends and community. The 
glory of the win and seeing the 
proud faces in the crowd is the 
best,” Freeman said.

(Left)
“When it is just me, and no 
one else, I really dig in deep 
and focus when it comes to 
training for cross country. 
I just keep telling myself, 
‘Champions are made when 
no one else is looking.’” 
Junior Kaitlyn Shoemaker

Photo by Josey Morgan

(Above)
“Some of the greatest ac-
complishments I have from 
playing sports is becom-
ing who I am on and off 
the field. They have made 
me who I am today and I 
wouldn’t have gotten this far 
in life without them.” Senior 
Morgan Athon

Photo by Morgan Koelzer

(Right)
“My biggest role model is 
Destinee Hooker be-
cause she is an incredible 
player and is an inspira-
tion on and off the court.”
Junior Alyssa Schultejans 

Photo by Carney Ziegler

(Left)
“My number one fan 
is easily my father. No 
matter how far the game 
or other plans he has, I 
know that when I look up 
in the crowd, he is there 
somewhere, always push-
ing me to do my best.” 
Junior Jace Freeman

Photo by Kennedy Hamilton

By Kennedy Hamilton

Alvamar: 4th place 
Lake Perry Country Club: 2nd place

Seaman Invitational: 5th place
Hayden Invitational: 5th place

Jeff West Invitational: 2nd place
Santa Fe Trail Invitational: 1st place
Silver Lake Invitational: 3rd place

Rossville Invitational: 1st place
Regional Championship: 1st place

State Championship: 7th place
Erin Taylor and Morgan Athon qualified for 

state all four years of their high school career.
Athon was regional champion and 

tied for fourth at state golf.

Burlington Invitational:     1st place             1st place
Wamego Invitational:        7th place             3rd place
Lake Wabaunsee:               2nd place                   
Rim Rock:                                                     20th place
Council Grove:                  5th place               5th place
McLouth:                           6th place               3rd place
Osage City:                        2nd place              1st place
League Championship:      2nd place              2nd place
Regional Championship:   6th place               3rd place

Sam Calderwood qualified for state, placing fifth 
with a time of 17:12. He medaled 17th at state 

with a time of 17:55.
Kaitlyn Shoemaker qualified for state, placing 
fourth with a time of 17:04. She medaled 14th 

with a time of 16:57.
Shoemaker broke her own school record at 

Council Grove with a time of 16:21. 
Her previous school record was 16:43.

Sub-State Champions!
defeated Osage City 25-8, 25-4
defeated Rossville 28-8, 25-15
defeated Wellsville 25-11, 25-7

State Champions!
defeated Marysville 25-17, 25-21
defeated Douglass 25-10, 25-18
defeated SE Saline 25-16, 25-16

defeated Hoisington 25-21, 25-21
defeated Cheney 29-27, 24-26, 25-19

3A State All-Tournament Team
Kallie Fischer
Ashlyn Lane

Alyssa Schultejans
Taylor White

vs. Wabaunsee 49-0 (W)
vs. Neodesha 62-0 (W)

vs. Riley County 41-0 (W)
vs. Rock Creek 33-7 (W)
vs. St Marys 33-22 (W)
vs. Rossville 21-27 (L)

vs. Pleasant Ridge 54-6 (W)
vs. Atchison County 50-8 (W)

vs. Maur Hill 74-14 (W)
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