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Every year, in schools across 
the nation, students attend new 
and different schools. This 
year, the school welcomed 
eleven new high school stu-
dents to the district. 

The new students are: 
seniors Tony Davy and Jayden 
Springer; juniors Mason 
Schwartz, Max Strecker, Daw-
son Wyre, Hannah Martin, 
and Dylan Roush; sophomores 
Amara Cunningham and 
Trinidad Garcia; and freshmen 
Brandon Schultz and Karina 
Howell.

Howell, who didn’t always 

attend a traditional school, 
explained what her previous 
school was like.

“I started in private school 
from kindergarten to seventh 
grade, then in seventh grade 
I changed to homeschool, up 
until now,” Howell said.

She explained the difference 
of being homeschooled to go-
ing to a public school.

“It was good,” Howell said. 
“I got to do my work and not 
have to talk with a bunch of 
people. After that, I got to live 
and hang around the house. It 
was a little lonely, but it was 
pretty good.”

Howell described what she 
misses about homeschool that 
she does not get to do here.

“I miss being able to finish 
school in about four hours 
and going to get snacks when 
I want,” Howell said. “That’s 
what I miss.”

Garcia formerly attended 
school at St. John-Hudson 
High, which happens to be a 
class 1A school. 

He stated that there were 

many activities that he wanted 
to be involved in this year, 
which he was involved in at his 
previous school.

“I want to be in football, 
basketball, track, debate, 
forensics, and the musical,” 
Garcia said. “I want to be in 
football because I love football, 
and that could basically go for 
any of the sports. Debate is 
something that my uncle was 
amazing at, so I want to see if I 
am also amazing at it. My mom 
was awesome at forensics, and 
I love forensics. So I wanted 
to do forensics. And I just love 
the musical.”

He described what he enjoys 
about attending the school.

“I love it here, and you guys 
are way faster here,” Garcia 
said. “You guys have way 
better teachers academic wise, 
and sports wise you guys are 
superior… and, you guys are 
more dedicated to sports.”

Garcia explained what life at 
his old school was like.

“It was so much slower,” 
Garcia said. “Your teachers 

explain way better here, and 
the students are way nicer. It’s 
not like it was at my school, 
and the paces you guys go at 
are very different.”

Wyre explained why he 
wanted to come to the school. 
He attended school at Seaman 
before transferring for this 
school year.

“I decided I wanted to go 
here at the beginning of sum-
mer, right when school ended,” 
Wyre said. “I had friends here 
and they told me to come, so I 
was like I’ll try it and I might 
as well go.”

He stated what he enjoys 
about attending the school. 
Wyre said that he would like to 
play basketball this year.

“Everything is a lot closer, 
and you’ve got less people to 
put names and faces to,” Wyre 
said. “And, the academics is 
the same, so it wasn’t a big 
change.”

Seaman High School has 
nearly 1200 students in grades 
9-12, while this school has 

about 200 students in high 
school. Wyre described what 
life was like at his prior school.

“It is a lot bigger than it is 
here, so everything was spread 
out,” Wyre said. “We had to 
run to classes that were on 
the other side of the school 
because we only got five min-
utes to go anywhere. So, if we 
had English in one corner and 
science in one corner, you were 
always going to be late.”

Davy, who previously at-
tended school in Zanesville, 
Ohio at West Muskingum High 
School, explained what life 
was like at his old school com-
pared to how it is here. At West 
Muskingum, there were gener-
ally 100 students per class.

“It was a lot bigger,” Davy 
said. “I felt like teachers, which 
is not necessarily their fault, 
but it felt like they cared less 
because it was bigger and there 
were more students. So, they 
couldn’t really get that one on 
one time with you to make it 
feel personalized. Silver Lake 
is smaller, and teachers can 

actually get one on one time 
with you. It feels like they care 
about you doing well.”

He explained what activities 
he is involved in this year.

“Well, I’m involved in jour-
nalism, and I do the announce-
ments in the morning,” Davy 
said. “I don’t do any sports, I’m 
more of an art kind of guy.”

Davy described what he 
missed about his old school in 
Ohio.

“I miss all of my friends,” 
Davy said. “Food was nothing 
to write home about, but really 
just my friends.”

Although leaving his friends 
behind was hard, Davy has 
enjoyed the chance to experi-
ence life at a different school. 
However, Davy explained what 
he enjoys about the school.

“All of the different charac-
ters I see around school,” Davy 
said. “There’s just a lot of dif-
ferent people, and everyone’s 
really different. It’s fun to get 
to know everybody.”

Where did you previously 
attend school?

I went to Hayden High 
School.

If you could tell people one 
thing about yourself, what 
would you tell them?

I’m not mean, most people 
come up to me and think I’m 
mean. But, I’m pretty ap-
proachable.

What do you enjoy about 
Silver Lake?

The community, how people 
are here, and how people treat 
each other. It’s all respectful.

Where did you previously 
attend school?

Hayden Catholic High 
School

What is one thing that you 
would like people to know 
about you?

That I am outgoing and fun 
once you get to know me.

What is something you 
miss about your old school?

Not being able to carry our 
backpacks to our classes and of 
course my friends. 

Where did you previously 
attend school?

I attended school at Olathe 
South High School.

If you could tell people one 
thing about yourself, what 
would you tell them, and 
why?

Raising Canes is the way to 
my heart. Period.

What is something that you 
miss about your old school?

Olathe had a ton of classes 
to choose from and chances 
to meet people from different 
cultures.

Where did you previously 
attend school?

I attended Remington a 
small school in Butler County.

What genre of movie is 
your favorite?

I like all movies except rom 
com because when you live in 
a family mostly dominated by 
females you watch a lot of rom 
coms.

What do you enjoy about 
Silver Lake?

I enjoy the opportunities I 
get here compared to my old 
school.

Where did you previously 
attend school?

I went to Washburn Rural 
High School.

What is something you 
miss about your old school?

I don’t miss a whole lot. I 
would have to say my friends, 
although I didn’t have many 
close friends there.

What do you enjoy about 
Silver Lake?

I enjoy that is ¼ the size 
of Washburn. I like how it is 
smaller and everyone knows 
everybody. Also, it is a lot 
easier to make friends.

Where did you previously 
attend school?

I attended Washburn Rural 
High School.

What is your favorite 
subject?

My favorite subject in school 
would have to be History 
because I love learning about 
the past.

What do you miss about 
your old school?

I miss the people there, the 
coffee shop, and the teachers.

Max Strecker

Dylan Roush

Karina HowellDawson Wyre

Amara Cunningham
Mason Schwartz

Brandon Schultz Hannah Martin

Where did you previously 
attend school?

I previously attended school 
in Kansas City, Missouri at 
Ruskin.

If you could tell people 
one thing about yourself, 
what would you tell them and 
why?

I like to mess around a lot. 
I’m serious when it comes to 
serious things, but I can turn 
bad situations into good.

What do you miss about 
your old school?

Culture. We had a lot of 
culture there. We had many 
different types of religion, na-
tionality, anything. It was very 
diverse, but also connected at 
the same time.

Jayden Springer

Read about Wyre’s 
experience in the story.

Read about Howell’s 
experience in the story.

Trinidad GarciaTony Davy
Read about Davy’s 

experience in the story.
Read about Garcia’s 

experience in the story.
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Meet the teachers

Job openings can be hard to 
come across as a teacher, nev-
ertheless the district is greeting 
three new teachers to the high 
school this year.

The new teachers are Allie 
Crome, journalism; Marlene 
Taylor, math; and Michele 
Gerber, Spanish.

Crome received a dual de-
gree in English and Journalism 
education from Emporia State 
University. She explained why 
she decided to teach at Silver 
Lake.

“I came to Silver Lake be-
cause I grew up in Topeka, and 
I did my student teaching at 
Shawnee Heights,” Crome said. 

“When the opening came up, 
my professors at Emporia State 
told me about it. I thought that 
it seemed like a really great op-
portunity because even though 
I student taught in English and 
Journalism, it was always my 
dream to actually teach jour-
nalism. So the chance to teach 
journalism so close to home, I 
couldn’t pass it up.”

She stated that she plans to 
stay at the school for as long 
as possible. Crome described 
what she enjoys about the 
school.

“What I like the most about 
being here at Silver Lake is just 
the people,” Crome said. “All 
the students are hard-working. 
Everyone I’ve come into con-
tact with has been very open 
and welcoming to me, which 
makes a huge difference in the 
school community. So I’ve just 
really enjoyed getting to know 
everybody here.”

Crome’s goals for the year 
include bettering herself as a 
teacher each day and making 
an impact on the students. She 
explained what her favorite 

class to teach is.
“The production classes 

are my favorite because I like 
getting to work with students 
to actually create something,” 
Crome said. “Then seeing 
the finished project is always 
rewarding when the year-
book’s printed out or when 
the newspaper comes out each 
month.”

Taylor is a retired math 
teacher who previously taught 
at Seaman Middle School for 
twenty two years. She has 
two degrees, one in Bachelor 
of Business Administration 
and a Bachelor in Elementary 
Education. 

She explained why she 
decided to come out of retire-
ment to take the job.

“I’m not sure that I was 
done being around students,” 
Taylor said. “I was done with 
the bureaucracy part of it, and 
all of the other stuff that you 
have to do anymore that’s not 
teaching. So, to get to come 
out here and really just teach 
was very appealing.”

Taylor described what her 
favorite class to teach is.

“Teaching Geometry is new 
to me, so I’m excited about 
doing that,” Taylor said. “I love 
Geometry so much so that I 
took logic in college, two se-
mesters, because I enjoy doing 
the proofs. I just like anything 
that has to do with math. I like 
the challenge of it. I like being 
able to help students see that 
math is not just a class, but it’s 
something that you use every-
day. Math involves everything 
and everything involves math. 
It’s just whether or not you take 
the time to look for how math 
is involved or whether you just 
want to accept it as it is.”

Even though Taylor is filling 
in until a permanent teacher is 
hired, she explained what goals 
she has for the year.

“My goals are different than 
most people,” Taylor said. “I 
want to teach, I want to build 
some relationships with the 
students. I like getting to know 
their parents. I want them to be 
successful, the students, I want 
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them to be very successful. I’m 
hoping that they feel like they 
can come ask me questions if 
they have questions. My goal 
is to help whoever they hire 
in this position and help them 
with whatever they need.”

Gerber previously taught at 
Kaw Valley, and this school 
is her tenth school to teach at. 
She received her degrees from 
Kansas State. 

One is a Bachelor of Science 
in Secondary Education with 
Endorsements in Social Sci-
ences and Spanish, and one is a 
Masters of Arts in History with 
a Focus on American Consti-
tutional History. She described 
why she decided to teach at 
Silver Lake.

“I decided to come to Silver 
Lake because my kids are 
here,” Gerber said. “We live 
close to here, so it was to move 
closer to home. I love small 
schools, so I knew that it was a 
place that I wanted to be.”

Gerber explained what she 
misses about other schools that 
she has taught at.

“I don’t know that I miss 
anything in particular about 
any other schools,” Gerber 
said. “I did like when I got to 
teach Advanced Placement 
History and Government. I 
probably miss courses more 
than any schools. I did teach in 
a Catholic School, so I enjoyed 
going to mass and the religion 
side of that.”

She explained what she 
enjoys about the school.

“Silver Lake is the right size 
school for me,” Gerber said. 
“I love 3A schools… I like the 
rural nature of the school, and 
plus my children attend Silver 
Lake.”

Gerber, who hopes to retire 
from the school, explained 
what her goals for the year are.

“My goals for the year are 
mostly to continue to in-
corporate a comprehensible 
input into class,” Gerber said. 
“Which means that I get stu-
dents talking, listening to the 
language, and trying to provide 
a smooth transition between 
teachers.”

Crome discusses with Kaidon Kruger, video editor. (Photo by 
Reese Fergola)

Gerber pulls up a presentation about Spanish music during 
class. (Photo by Aubrey Bahner)

Taylor goes over an assignment during Geometry. (Photo by 
Aubrey Bahner)

A  new  way to  conference 

     In the Junior/Senior 
highschool students are 
seeing changes being made 
everywhere they look. The 
parent-teacher conferences, that 
students knew growing up are 
now evolving into something 
to create a more involved and 
helpful atmosphere. 
     In the past, conferences 
were held or three hours on two 
separate nights. Parents would 
come if they wanted to and 
talk to their student’s teachers 
often having to wait in a line. 
This year they were becoming 
more goal oriented and student 
focused.
     Sandra Liggatt, counselor 
for highschool students has 
made a change to the original 
way parent-teacher conferences 
used to be held.
      “Conferences will be dif-
ferent this year because the 
student will be presenting to 

the parent with their advisory 
teacher during an assigned time 
slot. Conferences will focus not 
only on grades, classwork, and 
attendance but also career and 
college preparatory informa-
tion. This has been a discussion 
in the district for several years. 
Between myself, Mr. Womack 
and the building leadership 
team we decided it was the cor-
rect time to make the change.”
Liggatt went on to explain 
the ideal outcome of the new 
conferences, and why this new 
change was necessary. 
     “Parent attendance at con-
ferences in the past has been a 
very small percentage for high 
school students,” Ligatt said. 
“Parents also had to stop in 
and see several teachers and it 
didn’t include the student. This 
change will make the conver-
sation more meaningful in a 
15-minute time slot that focuses 
more on the student’s success 
and areas for improvement all 
while working on an individu-
alized plan of study for after 
high school.”
     Michelle Taylor, teacher 
of Debate and Speech, shared 
some of her opinions on this 
topic. 
     “I believe conferences will 
work much better this year. 
In years past, I only had a 
handful of parents and most of 
them showed up without their 

students. I think it is very im-
portant for students and parents 
to attend conferences. Addition-
ally, conferences previously fo-
cused on grades only. However, 
that was ineffective because 
at that point in the semester, 
it was usually too late to be 
making huge changes. Instead, 
I like the idea of parents sitting 
down with students and talking 
about their goals and setting 
plans for how to reach them,” 
she said. 
Taylor explained how confer-
ences used to be held for her. 
     “Usually, parents would 
show up, we would talk about 
their student’s grade, we would 
talk about their behavior in 
class, and skills they could 
work on and then it would end 
with an awkward, ’Okay...
well, bye!’... I’m excited to 
meet more parents and to get 
to see them with their students! 
I’m also excited to talk about 
something besides grades. I 
hate talking about grades.
     “I also think it is more ef-
fective than the other way of 
doing conferences because it 
reaches more students, it allows 
students to sit and have positive 
interactions with their parents, 
and it’s more personal,” she 
said. 
Michele Gerber, Spanish 
teacher, who is more recent to 
the Silver Lake staff, also gave 

some insight to her thoughts on 
conferences. 
     “For the past two years, 
I taught in a school where 
conferences were student led.  
Student led conferences is a 
relatively new push as we move 
toward individual plans of 
study and encouraging students 
to focus on their passions. I 
haven’t attended junior high 
and high school conferences in 
recent years, so this new way 
will encourage me to attend.  
We discuss future plans and 
current learning in our house-
hold on a regular basis so I’m 
not sure the conferences will 
reveal anything new to me but I 
may be surprised.”
Gerber shares how conferences 
usually happened for her and 
how she believes these new 
conferences will be better. 
“As a teacher, I always start my 
conferences by asking parents 
if they have any concerns or 
comments they want to address 
before I say anything.  As a par-
ent, I have communicated with 
teachers ahead of conferences 
and asked them to address my 
children’s strengths/weakness-
es/successes/failures because I 
don’t want to be read the report 
card or test scores during a 
conference.
     Gerber will be attending the 
conferences as both a parent 
and a teacher, so she went on to 
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discuss this seperate side of her 
opinion. 
     “I want to know the 
teacher’s perspective and in-
sight into my child. I think the 
new format can open commu-
nications between parents and 
their children and between the 
parents and the school.  It is im-
portant that  everyone is on the 
same page as to the student’s 
educational goals both short 
and long term and these type 
of conferences help everyone 
address overall progress not 
just grade and course progress,” 
she said.
Dealing with the other side of 
this argument, some students 
have a very different view from 
the teachers’ standpoint. 
     Olivia Feiger, junior, 
describes her opposing opinion 
over how these conferences 
affected her. 
      “Parent-teacher confer-
ences never really affected 
me because I never severely 
struggled in any class, so my 
parents usually got the same 
message of ‘Olivia is doing fine 
and she’s a great student,’” she 
said. “I never went to parent 
teacher conferences because I 
never acted out or struggled in 
a subject to the point that I had 
to be present in the meeting 
when it was being discussed 
with my parents.”
Feiger went on to discuss her 

thoughts on the change.
      “Personally, I am not 
thrilled about this change, and 
neither are my fellow class-
mates. Many of them, like 
myself, see the change as a 
project that’s been added to our 
homework load,” she said. “If 
students, juniors especially, are 
responsible for creating a slide-
show for their parent-teacher 
conferences in addition to their 
already time consuming school 
work, their stress levels will 
only increase and some may 
even lose more sleep at night. 
     “I don’t think there will be 
a real change with the new way 
to run parent-teacher confer-
ences. Students that have a 
test to study for, homework to 
complete and who are involved 
in multiple extracurriculars, 
will not feel motivated to get 
the slideshow done or put forth 
much effort into it,” she said. 
     Liggatt believes that the 
student-led conferences now 
is an opportunity for students 
to take their learning into their 
own hands. 
     “The ideal outcome would 
be that students take ownership 
of their learning and future as 
well as making conferences a 
positive communication tool 
for all involved. We hope to 
have 100% parent turnout for 
conferences this year,” she said. 

By Reese Fergola
Staff Writer
     According to a 2008 study 
published in Nature Reviews 
Neuroscience, diets with high 
levels of saturated fats may 
impair learning and memory. 
Many foods commonly served 
during school lunch, such as 
French fries, cheeseburgers, 
and chicken nuggets, are loaded 
with saturated fat. Lunch was 
a time of day that almost all 
look forward to, but whether 
students enjoyed the food that 
what served or if it could be 
considered healthy.
    Now the district has decided 
to make a change.
     Before the 19-20 school year 

USD 372 had always operated 
their own food program. Mean-
ing the district ran all aspects 
of the food service program 
including meeting nutrition 
guidelines, planning menus, 
ordering food, and managing 
the kitchen staff.
     It was a challenge for the 
school to run their own food 
service program, according to 
Superintendent Tim Hallacy.
     “Because of the limited vol-
ume of food we ordered, it was 
always a challenge to get the 
best pricing on food products. 
Joining a food purchasing con-
sortium helped us control some 
costs but at times we weren’t 
completely satisfied with the 
quality of the produce we’d get 
in or with some of the substitu-
tion items we sometimes had to 
work with. Menu variety and 
student choice were often too 
limited.
     “Those challenges left 
us wanting to make changes 
in our program that would 
give students and staff: more 
choices, better menu variety, 
more scratch cooked items and 
our food service staff better 

raw ingredients and produce to 
work with. The most pragmatic 
way to address all those wants 
was to look at what a Food 
Service Management Company 
(FSMC) could do for us,” he 
said.
     Hallacy when then directed 
by the Board of Education 
to look at the options that 
would specifically address 
the concerns such as healthier 
meals and a wider variety to 
choose from. Where the district 

reviewed KSDE and they were 
then approved. 
     This year the district will 
pay a per plate cost for each 
reimbursable meal served to the 
FSMC, this includes lunch and 
breakfast. The FSMC employs 
the Food Service Director 
who runs the kitchens but the 
food service workers remain 
employees of the district. The 
FSMC provides the menus, 
plans the meals, trains the 
staff, meets all guidelines and 

requirements, provides food, 
milk and drinks.
     The Food Service Director 
will run the kitchen and are an 
employee for the FSMC. The 
food service workers are dis-
trict employees but are required 
to follow the FCC’s procedures 
and food prep requirements. 
      Many people have been 
brought on the discussion of 
this change. Food Director 
Julia Carvin helps run this new 
and improved program and 
she gave some insight on this 
program.
     She describes the meals as 
“Child-friendly meals that ap-
peal to even the pickiest eaters, 
while meeting stringent regula-
tory requirements.”
     “Everything we do at Opaa! 
is built on four sustainable pil-
lars that clearly identify what 
internal and external customers 
can expect from our company,” 
Carvin said.
     According to Carvin the 
four pillars are exceptional 
value, fresh, safe and nutritious 
offerings, flexible and proven 
programs, with warm hospital-
ity.

     There is also a different 
perspective on this topic, which 
Lacee Best, junior, discusses 
how she handled school lunch. 
     “I have not always gotten 
school lunch because in the 
past, didn’t taste that good, 
and the chicken nuggets made 
me sick one time. I think this 
year has more options which 
is nice, and the food has better 
flavor, so I’m more likely to eat 
lunch at school… the salad bar 
because it always has different 
options on there, and you get to 
make your own,” she said.
     Best explained why she 
believes it was necessary to 
change school lunch.
     “I think it was necessary be-
cause more students are eating 
lunch and I prefer this year’s 
lunch program because we have 
better food now along with 
a better salad bar with more 
options for fresh fruit as well. 
I think we’ve seen improve-
ments with the options of our 
entree, the food has flavor, and 
our food is fresher this year,” 
she said. 
  

Sophomore Justin Rakestraw waits in the lunch line for his 
food. (Photo by Tony Davy)

Silver Lake School District redesigns student lunch 
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Kimberlynn, Jake Uhl
operate local,

In 2017, Bankrate.com did 
a study and found that around 
44 million Americans have a 
“side-hustle.” Two of those 44 
million Americans are high 
school science teacher Kimber-
lynn Uhl and her husband Jake 
Uhl. The two own and operate 
J&K’s Sno Shack, a snow cone 
centered restaurant in Silver 
Lake. It’s located in Silver 
Lake’s old H&R Block, next to 
Gambino’s. They’re open ev-
eryday from 3:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

The Sno Shack, ten years 
ago, was a trailer in a parking 
lot in Osage City, and it even-
tually moved to Topeka; Jake 
and Kimberlynn Uhl then had 
to temporarily shut down due 
to their having kids, Kimber-
lynn Uhl described.

“So, then...my husband last 
year got this brainy idea that 
he wanted to do it again,” she 
said. “And the H&R Block next 
to Gambino’s was open, and he 
was like, ‘That would be really 
neat if we would get to do and 
actual store here in town.’ And 
we just thought it would be 
really neat for the community, 
and something for everyone to 
enjoy. And since we’ve done 
it before that kind of helped in 
getting everything going.”

Kimberlynn Uhl explained 
why and her husband chose 
snow cones to sell.

“I guess probably just 
because...like when you first 
start making shaved ice it’s 
kind of challenging, like to get 
the whole technique down,” 
she said. “But once you do it’s 

super easy, it’s fun. There’s 
something really happy about 
shaved ice and seeing little 
kids with it. And the trailer we 
got, it just came with every-
thing kind of setup and we just 
had to order the product from 
Tropical Sno.”

Kimberlynn Uhl confessed 
that her husband had a better 
vision of what he wanted the 
Sno Shack to look like initially, 
but they both had some hopes 
in the beginning.

“Well, when you walked in 
and it was H&R Block, it was 
hard to visualize,” she said. 
“And then he (J. Uhl) started 
tearing walls down, and then 
it started coming together. I 
guess when we just initially 
were thinking: An area that the 
community could come in and 
enjoy a nice treat. Something 
different. And a place for kids 
to hang out, too.”

Kimberlynn Uhl said she 
was intimidated when first 
opening because of the costli-
ness.

“I think just with anything, 
starting something new, I mean 
finances are the huge thing,” 
she said. “That’s what scared 
me to death. Thinking that, 
‘Oh my gosh, we’re going to 
take this giant leap and it’s 
either going to work or it’s not.’ 
And you just hope and pray 
that it’s going to work out in 
your favor and be something 
that you can see growing and 
not something that comes and 
goes. That was the scariest 
part.”

Jake Uhl said that owning 
and operating the Sno Shack 
isn’t a walk in the park, and 
offered some advice.

“Advice I would give 
someone that wants to open a 
business is to be prepared to 
work a lot. And I mean a lot!” 
he said.

Kimberlynn Uhl said that 
she liked that the Sno Shack 
has provided job opportunities 
to students, and that it has a 

positive impact on the com-
munity.

“I love seeing that families 
will go ride bikes and then 
come stop by and play ping 
pong,” she said. “I love seeing 
the community come in. I love 
seeing my students outside of 
school, and getting to see them 
in a different light, not within 
the building. And seeing the 
faces of the little kiddos as 
they’re eating. It’s just a lot of 
fun.”

The Sno Shack currently 
employs two current Sil-
ver Lake students: Junior 
Jenna Deters and senior Micki 
Moore.

Moore said her classroom 
relationship with Kimberlynn 
Uhl doesn’t affect her work 
life.

“I wouldn’t say it’s any 
different, I mean...I treat her 
the same as I would in the 
classroom,” she said.

Moore shared why she liked 
working at the Sno Shack.

“Probably my favorite part 
about working at the Sno 
Shack is when the little kids 
come in and they watch me 
make the snow cones. They’re 
so fascinated…,” she said.

Moore was prepared to say 
both her favorite snowcone to 
make and to eat.

“...my favorite menu item to 
make is the ‘YOLO,’ because I 
get to pick the three flavors for 
the customers, and it’s fun to 
have the kids guess what I put 
in there,” she said. “And then... 
my favorite one to eat is ‘Ty-
phoon.’ Because it’s a bunch 
of flavors and they make this 
really gross green color, but it’s 
really good.”

Moore detailed what a 
normal business day looks like 
through her eyes.

“Well, we have our regu-
lars,” she said. “There’s one 
gentleman who always comes 

in and gets a large ‘Amazing 
Grace’ or a ‘Frosty Grape’. 
There’s another gentleman that 
always comes in and gets a 
large banana and coconut. But, 
sometimes, like after practices 
the football boys will come in 
or the volleyball girls. It just 
depends.”

Kimberlynn Uhl described 
what a business day looked 
like on her end.

“This has been probably the 
most interesting thing to me, 
because when first opened we 
were super busy. Everybody 
wanted to come try it,” she 
said. “And then, throughout 
the summer, people were 
getting busier with sports 
and vacations and things like 
that. And now that school’s 
gotten back in we see kind of 
a different fluctuation. We see 
people from all over. We got 
a lot of people that come in 
from Rossville, or St. Mary’s, 
it’s just the surrounding areas. 
We even have some people 
that come in from Topeka on 
a regular basis. They make it 
a weekly stop as a family, so I 

don’t just see only Silver Lake, 
it’s a large variety.”

Kimberlynn Uhl stated most 
of their menu items were based 
off of flavors that Tropical Sno, 
the company the Sno Shack 
goes through, have created. 
She also shared an anecdote 
about how one of the com-
munity members helped create 
one of their flavors.

“...Avery Miller, she would 
get this one flavor combo all 
the time,” she said. “And I 
asked her, ‘If you could pick 
a name for it, what would you 
name it?’ And her middle 
name is Grace, and she said 
her grandpa calls her ‘Amazing 
Grace’  so she was like, ‘Can 
we call it Amazing Grace?’ So 
we did! We put it up there for 
her.”

Kimberlynn Uhl said she’d 
love to incorporate more 
flavors named by community 
members into the menu. 

Junior Victoria Haverkamp 
explained why she came to 
J&K’s Sno Shack.

“I usually come here to try a 
different snowcone,” she said. 
“And I like how many choices 
I have. So far, I love ‘Lover’s 

impactful side business

Senior Micki Moore pours 
grape flavoring onto a snow-
cone. (Photo by Ethan 
Clark)

Teacher Kimberlynn Uhl starts the ice shaving process before 
making a snowcone. (Photo by Ethan Clark)

Royal.’ One, because I love 
blueberries, and that’s in it. 
Second, I love fruits.”

Kimberlynn Uhl said she has 
a set of  favorite flavors.

“That is a very hard question. 
Because I have a top ten, and it 
really just depends on the mood 
I’m in,” she said. “But probably 
one of my all time favorites is 
just the Root Beer float with the 
creme topping. Because it’s just 
so good.”

Sophomore Carter Seth 
shared why he likes coming to 
the Sno Shack.

“Probably just because it’s 
something small. And like, so 
simple, but it’s something that 
not a lot of us want to go out 
and buy from somewhere like 
Topeka. It’s just really acces-
sible,” he said.

Kimberlynn Uhl verbalized 
the appeal of the Sno Shack and 
why people should come visit.

“Who doesn’t like sugar and 
ice? Especially if it’s on a hot 
day? It’s a great option! There’s 
so many combinations for you 
to pick from. It’s just so many 
different things that can tailor 
to anybody and any taste that 
you have,” she said.

New Stuco ExecutivesHopeful for Change

By Ethan Clark
Newspaper Editor

Junior Daigen Griffin, StuCo 
Vice-President

Junior Mary Kate Gerber, 
StuCo President

Juniors Mary Kate Ger-
ber and Daigen Griffin were 
elected  StuCo’s president and 
vice-president, respectively, 
last spring. Both have openly 
expressed their frustration at 
the lack of student involve-
ment in years past, and say that 
their main goal as leaders is to 
raise the level of engagement. 
Gerber and Griffin both teased 
new and upcoming activities 
they’re planning this year as a 
solution and combatant to the 
lack of school spirit.

Cyndi Circle, StuCo’s ad-
viser alongside Loren Ziegler, 
expressed her thrill at the new 
leaders.

“I’m super excited to see 
where this group will lead their 
student body and school,” she 
said. “I sincerely hope the en-
thusiasm they bring to the table 
will result in new activities for 
this school year and encourage 
the majority of our students to 
participate in something they 
enjoy during the year. Watch-
ing these school leaders grow 
within themselves will also be 
an adventure to explore.”

Circle provided some insight 
on what this year’s StuCo 
council looks like from her 
perspective. She said the group 
consisted of past StuCo mem-
bers, new freshman, and other 
new students.

“The combination this year 
is a very popular mix of go-
getters, workers and achiev-
ers which is awesome for our 
council,” she said. “They are 

willing to step up and get the 
work done so other students 
may enjoy the benefits.”

Gerber, Griffin, and senior 
Catie Beam, the StuCo’s 
treasurer, got the chance to 
attend a weeklong, leadership 
centered camp this summer 
in Emporia sponsored by 
KSHAA.

Beam commented on the 
stand out quality of 2019’s 
StuCo council.

“This year has been differ-
ent because I feel like everyone 
involved truly cares about the 
program and is willing to put 
themselves out there to make 
the year better,” she said.

Gerber has previously oper-
ated as her class’ representa-
tive her freshman year, and 
as the StuCo’s secretary her 
sophomore year. She discussed 
what made her want to run for 
president.

“...I was able to help plan 
some of the events, and I was 
able to help do some of the 
behind the scenes work, and I 
found out that it was some-
thing that I really liked,” she 
said. “So, Daigen and I were 

talking about it one day, and 
she was wanting to come back 
onto StuCo, and she asked if 
maybe we would want to run 
as vice-president and president 
together, and I was like, ‘Yes. 
I’d love that.’ She was super ex-
cited, and she had a lot of great 
ideas, so I was excited to get 
ready and go and do that. And 
that really was what pushed me 
over the edge: Finding her as 
my vice-president.”

Griffin shared why she 
chose to run alongside Gerber.

“I think it was because we 
were very similar,” she said. 
“And I thought that she would 
make a good president. So I 
wanted her to be the president 
and then I could help her…”

Aside from Gerber and 
Griffin’s win, other highlights 
of last year’s election include: 
Kaden Walker named fresh-
man class representative; Gra-
cie Trammel named sophomore 
class representative; Andrew 
Osterhaus named junior class 
representative; Ryan Tarner 
named senior class represen-
tative; and Beam and fellow 
senior Megan Beyer were 
named the Stuco’s treasurer 
and secretary, respectively.

Griffin stated her main job 
as vice-president was to help 
Gerber and do more minor 
organizational and planning 
tasks. Griffin shared how the 
responsibilities of being the 
vice-president has affected her 
over the past few months.

“I have had to become a 
lot more outgoing, because I 
have to get views from a lot 
of people, not just in StuCo, 
but around the school,” she 
said. “And I’ve had to speak at 
events, which I wouldn’t have 
done before. So I think it’s for 
the better.”

Similarly, Gerber provided 
some ways she’s changed since 
being elected president.

“I feel like I...am really, re-

ally bad about wanting to take 
everything on myself. Because 
I’m such a perfectionist...when 
something happens that I’m in-
volved in, I want it to be done 
the correct way. But, it’s not 
really easy to do that when you 
have big events, and dances, 
and stuff. And obviously there 
are so many great and smart 
and creative people in StuCo, 
so you want to involve all of 
their ideas. So I just learned 
that I have to give everyone 
else responsibilities as well; 
like delegate and not put every-
thing on my shoulders.

“And it actually wasn’t too 
difficult (to learn to delegate) 
just because...since we have 
such a great group of execs. 
this year we really are able to 
work together and shoulder all 
of it. And when it came time, 
we knew how to distribute and 
make sure not everything was 
put on us,” she said.

Gerber said that StuCo 
has already been working on 
improving the school.

“Well, we’ve been able 
to, even since before school 
started, we’ve been able to 
have sit-down meetings with 
(Principal Brad) Womack. Or 
bring him in and just discuss 
our ideas with him. So we’ve 
really just been trying to take 
what we already know the 
people feel, either about stuff 
we’re going to do or stuff that’s 
going on in school, and take 
it in and be completely honest 
and say what we’d like to fix 
and how we could do that. And 
he’s been very, very helpful in 
that way,” she said.

Gerber gave some insight on 
what her and her council want 
to change in the school.

“We just really want more 
student involvement, overall,” 
she said. “Like we’ve been 
so excited since summer to 
get started with things...and 
do more things around the 

school to get people excited. 
And we just want everyone to 
really buy in, so we’re trying 
to find little, fun ways for that 
to happen. Because it’s been 
hard to get people excited at 
pep rallies. And it’s hard at 
Homecoming to get people 
involved with their class floats 
and their class hallways and 
stuff like that. So we just really 
are trying to find little things 
that make people buy into it 
more.”

Griffin said she was anxious 
to start trying out new activi-
ties this year.

“I’m mostly excited for 
planning new events that we 
haven’t done before,” she 
said. “And getting everyone 
to participate. Because in the 
past years its been hard to get 
the whole student body to do 
something. But we’re really 
trying to work on that this 
year.”

Beyer similarly outlined a 
positive future.

“My vision for StuCo this 
year is to have a really produc-
tive year,” she said. “This 
year’s StuCo is very eager 
and passionate and ready to 
help out, which compared to 
other years, is already a huge 
change. I’m really ready to see 
how far these kids can take it 
and how much we can do this 
year to make it a positive year 
for everyone.”

Beyer said it was key for a 
StuCo member to be engaged.

“One of the biggest qualities 
for me as a StuCo member to 
have, especially being an up-
perclassman, is eagerness,” she 
said. “When you’re in StuCo, 
you are always doing things to 
get people excited and to get 
them involved, but you have 
to want to get people involved. 
You can’t be lazy about it, you 
have to put some passion into 
whatever it is you’re doing, be 
it pep rallies or other events.”

Trammel praised Gerber and 
the team of executives, and 
also shared what she wanted 
for this year’s StuCo.

“I just want more people 
in our grade to help out,” she 
said. “But for StuCo overall I 
would just want a good year 
without any problems or drama 
between members. All our 
dances to go off without a hitch 
too.”

Geber said she was trying to 
leave a legacy and be seen as 
a role-model for future StuCo 
chapters.

“...I just want them to see 
how much more we were able 
to do...and how it really boils 
down to communication,” 
she said Like, if you want to 
get something done you have 
to communicate it to your 
council, you have to com-
municate to the sponsors, you 
have to communicate to the 
administration. You just have 
to build that network, and build 
it well. And then start talking. 
Because...when the student 
body themselves starts talking 
about something, then you 
have to really take that into 
consideration.” Page _____3
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1) Student section cheers on team. (Photo by Ethan Clark)
2) Caden Cromer faces Rossville on the line of scrimmage. (Photo by Ethan Clark)
3) Logan Matzke (left) and Cody hay (right) head onto the feild hand in hand. (Photo by Reese Fergola)
4) Daryn Lamprecht runs in front of crowd Silver Lake flag in hand. (Photo by Ethan Clark)
5) Kyler Kaniper runs toward the play that was being made. (Photo by Ethan Clark)
6) Gideon Remer tackles opposing team. (Photo by Ethan Clark)
7) Grace Hubbard cheers on the game. (Photo By Reese Fergola)
8) Ty Redond and Caden Cromer hurdle down the feild during the play. (Photo by Ethan Clark)
9) The football players line up to start the play. (Photo by Reese Fergola)
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Pajama Day - Monday
Hawaiian Day - Tuesday

Disco and Hippie Day - Wednesday

Grunge Day - Thursday

Spirit Day - Friday

By Ethan Clark
Newspaper Editor

    Fall is already underway, 
which means Homecoming 
season is coming quickly upon 
Silver Lake. This year’s theme: 
Through the decades. Home-
coming week will take place 
from Oct. 7 to the 11.
     Dress up themes for the 
week are: Pajama Day on 
Monday, Hawaiian Day on 
Tuesday, Disco and Hippie Day 
on Wednesday, Grunge Day on 
Thursday, and the traditional 
Spirit Day on Friday.
     Hallway themes are cor-
responding with a different 
decade per each class. The 
freshman class has the 2000s, 
the sophomore class has the 
‘90s, the junior class has the 
‘80s, and the senior class has 
the ‘70s.
     In early September the 
high school voted for their 
Homecoming candidates. The 
pairs are Cody Hay and Taylor 
Burkhardt; Logan Matzke 
and Daryn Lamprecht; Kyler 
Kaniper and Anna Schuckman; 
and Gideon Remer and Lynd-
sey Vande Velde.
     The Homecoming game will 
be on Friday, Oct. 11, against 
West Franklin at home at 7 p.m. 
The Homecoming candidate 
video will be shown at 8 a.m. 
in the PAC, and the Homecom-
ing Parade will start at 1:45 
p.m. There’s also going to be a 
tailgate for After-Prom before 
the game at 5 p.m.

Homecoming festivities kick off
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