
h

Volume 9 - Issue 2 Silver Lake, Kansas November 2019

The Eagle Times
silverlakeschools.org

Looking ahead...N e w s
O p i n i o n
S p o r t s

By Ethan Clark
Newspaper Editor

By Ethan Clark
Newspaper Editor

Homecoming season rehash

Check out the Homecoming
photo spread by Aubrey Bahner

on the back page!

The football team went on, 
undefeated, after their 62-0 
Homecoming game against 
West Franklin on Oct. 11. 
Leading up to the Homecom-
ing game were the StuCo 
sponsored dress-up-days, the 
Homecoming Parade, and the 
traditional Homecoming King 
and Queen.

High school students voted 
for the individual senior can-
didates, who paired up to form 
the duos: Cody Hay and Taylor 
Burkhardt; Logan Matzke 
and Daryn Lamprecht; Kyler 
Kaniper and Anna Schuck-
man; and Gideon Remer and 
Lyndsey Vande Velde. 

The King and Queen 
Crowning Ceremony took 
place before the football game 
on Friday. Silver Lake’s 2019 
Homecoming Queen was 
declared Burkhardt, while 
the Homecoming King was 

Kaniper.
“I felt respected that my 

peers had chosen me, but hon-
estly surprised because there 
were three other ladies out 
there who deserved it as much 
as me,” Burkhardt said. “I felt 
humbled that being nice and 

earning respect from others 
will pay off. If you shift your 
mindset to care for everyone 
and respect everyone then it 
will pay off.”

Kaniper shared he was elated 
at his win and the football 
team’s win.

“I felt great when I was 
crowned king, but I still had a 
football game to play,” he said. 
“After the football game, I was 

excited about our win and I 
could finally relax and enjoy 
being the king. It felt amazing 
to have two big wins in just one 
night.”

This year’s theme for Home-
coming, as chosen by Silver 
Lake’s Student Council, was 

“Through the Decades.” Junior 
Mary Kate Gerber, the Student 
Council President, said they 
chose this theme because they 
thought it would raise student 
body participation. Mary Kate 
Gerber revealed that student 
pep did reach a high not experi-
enced in years past.

“In general, I was so excited 
for everything,” she said. “The 
participation from students 

and staff was phenomenal, and 
I feel as though it was due to 
the theme being something so 
fun. We had amazing numbers 
for the dress up days; the best 
we’ve seen in a couple of years. 
The costumes were so unique 
and people I never would have 
expected to think outside of the 
box went all out. The hall-
ways were also very creative, 
everyone was able to embody 
key aspects of their decade, and 
walking through them each day 
brought a smile to my face as 
everyone did such an incredible 
job.”

Hallway themes were as fol-
lows: Freshman had to decorate 
like it was the 2000s; sopho-
mores the 90s; juniors the 80s; 
and the seniors dressed up their 
hallway like the 70s. The dress-
up-day themes were: Monday 
PJ Day; Tuesday Hawaiian/
Neon Day; Wednesday Hippie/

“I felt humbled that being nice and       earning respect from others 
 will pay off,” senior Taylor 
 Burkhardt said.

According to a study done by 
YouthTruth, a student survey 
foundation, high school seniors 
are split down the middle about 
feeling prepared for college. 
But tests like the PSAT, short 
for preliminary SAT, and 
similar exams are working to 
prevent those negative feelings.

Silver Lake administered 
its PSAT on Wed., October 
16. The PSAT Student Guide, 
handed out to all juniors taking 
the exam, describes the PSAT 
as a “...great way to find out 
how ready you are for college 
and career.” The PSAT itself 
is split into three tests. Those 
three test categories include: 
Reading, writing and language, 
and math.

Sandra Liggatt, the high 
school’s counselor and ad-
ministrator and proctor of the 
PSAT and ACT, said that she 
used the PSAT as preparation 
for the SAT or ACT. She said 
most scholarships are based 
on how well students score on 
those exams, and the PSAT was 
an affordable practice option.

Liggatt shared why she 
believed students should take 
the PSAT.

“One, is that students who 
score really well on this test 
are considered for the National 
Merit Scholarship Program as 
well as other scholarship pro-
grams through this exam,” she 
said. “The main purpose that 
I encourage this test as a more 
affordable way to prep for the 
ACT that includes the ability to 

transfer the students’ individual 
score into Khan Academy for 
works on specific skills.”

The academic website Khan 
Academy has a special system 
where students can plug their 
scores into a database and 
receive tailored questions to 
help them improve in specific 
areas they may be struggling 
in. Khan Academy claims a 
“115-point score increase from 
the PSAT to the SAT” with 
20 hours of practice using the 
website.

Liggatt said the PSAT 
might not be for every student, 
though.

“It can be beneficial to every 
student, however I don’t recom-
mend that every student should 
take it,” she said. “It is a tough 
test and it costs money. So, in 
my opinion, only students who 
are going to utilize the data 
from the results of this test 
to prepare for the ACT, and 
students who score highly on 
tests, are the main students I 
recommend this test for.”

Junior Grace Fitzgerald 
shared why she chose to take 
the PSAT.

“I chose to take the PSAT 
because it’s supposed to show 
you what the ACT is going 
to be like,” she said. “It’s just 
good practice and not that 

expensive, so why wouldn’t you 
do it?”

Juniors Andrew Osterhaus 
and Josiah Ross also expressed 
that they took the PSAT to pre-
pare for the ACT and SAT.

However, fellow junior 
Sailor McDonald said she took 
the PSAT hoping to score high 
enough to qualify for the Na-
tional Merit Scholarship.

The National Merit Scholar-
ship program requires students 
take the PSAT, and based on 
their score they’re either ac-
cepted or denied. According 
to the PSAT student guide, the 
National Merit Scholarships 
award up to 8,700 scholarships 
annually, with a combined total 
of around $41 million.

Senior Micki Moore shared 
her PSAT experience from last 
year.

“I was a little nervous that 
my score might not be as high 
as I wanted it to be, but I knew 
that all I could do was try my 
best,” she said.

Moore explained how the 
PSAT prepared her for the 
actual ACT.

“...because it gave me an idea 
of what I timed test would be 
like and the formatting was 
very similar,” she said.

Moore suggested juniors 
take some sort of similar path 
for readiness.

“I would recommend that the 
juniors take some type of pre-
test, whether it be the PSAT or 
the pre-ACT,” she said. “It’s 
good to get your feet wet before 
you go diving in.”

Liggatt described how she 
thought students should prepare 
for the exam.

“To prepare for the knowl-
edge of the PSAT, students 
need to work hard in their 
classes and take challenging 
courses,” she said. “The main 

thing students can do before 
the test is make a game plan for 
how they plan to utilize their 
time limits, become familiar 
with the type of questions the 
PSAT asks and the vocabulary, 
and know the directions for the 
test sections to save them time 
on test day.”

Ross said he was less con-
fident about the math portion 
of the test. He shared that his 
strategy for PSAT preparation 
sought to aid that.

“I’m basically watching You-
Tube videos on PSAT practice 
math questions because I’m 
mostly worried about being 
behind on the math skills...” 
he said.

Fitzgerald had similar con-
cerns about the math section.

“I feel like the English sec-
tion is going to be my strongest 
point, because I enjoy reading 
and answering those types of 
questions,” she said. “Math will 
most definitely be the section I 
do the worst in because it takes 
me longer than most people to 
work out problems.”

Fitzgerald said she planned 
on utilizing the student guide 
for practice.

“The only preparation I am 
doing for the PSAT is taking 
the practice tests that are in the 
PSAT pamphlet that was given 
to us,” she said “Other than 
that, I won’t do anything else to 

prepare, because I’m really just 
doing it to practice for the ACT. 
But I’m going to try my best.”

McDonald similarly said 
she planned on preparing for 
the PSAT by using the student 
guide. However McDonald dif-
fered with what she was most 
confident in.

“I’m confident about the time 
aspect, because I have taken 
the ACT annually since my 7 
grade year. Because of that, I 
know how to manage my time 
properly,” she said. “I also 
believe the ACT has made me 
very familiar with the types of 
questions that will be asked on 
the PSAT. The only concern I 
have is about the non-calculator 
portion of the math test. I’m 
used to being able to use calcu-
lators on the ACT, so it will be 
different.”

Osterhaus, who said he had 
no plans for preparation, had 
yet another different area of 
confidence. He said he was 
most prepared for the math 
portion of the test. He ex-
pressed concern for the writing 
portion, though.

Liggatt listed off some 
important things she wanted 
PSAT-takers to know before-
hand.

“The PSAT is a long, paper-
pencil test that is a prep test for 
the college entrance exams,” 
she said. “Students should try 

their best, but not stress, as it 
is great practice for the ACT. 
Also, student PSAT scores 
can’t hurt their chances of col-
lege acceptance or scholarship. 
Make sure once the results 
come back to start your real 
prep work by utilizing your 
data through Khan Academy.”

Liggatt, when asked what 
she’d like to tell PSAT-takers, 
stressed the importance of 
students coming in with a game 
plan and ready to try their 
hardest.

Moore also offered some 
advice to PSAT takers.

“Some advice I would give 
would be to try to stay calm 
while you’re testing,” she said. 
“If you don’t know the answer, 
fill in your best guess and 
move on. You don’t want to 
waste your time on a problem 
you aren’t sure about when 
you could be getting five more 
answers correct on problems 
you are confident about.”
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“...but I knew 
that all I 
could do 
was try my 
best,” senior 
Micki Moore 
said.

“It’s just 
good 
practice and 
not that 
expensive, so 
why 
wouldn’t 
you do it?” 
said junior 
Grace 
Fitzgerald.

“The main purpose that I       
encourage this test as 
more affordable way to 
prep for the ACT...”       
counselor Sandra Liggatt 
said.

Disco Day; Thursday Grunge 
Day; and Friday was Spirit 
Day.

The community Homecom-
ing parade started at 1:45 p.m. 
on Oct. 11. It featured floats 
from the Shawnee County Fire 
Department, Silver Lake’s 4-H 

Chapter, and displays from 
many other businesses and or-
ganizations around Silver Lake.

Anna Gerber, a third grader, 
got the chance to ride in a float 
during the parade, and she said 
her favorite part of the parade 
was getting to throw candy.

Senior Logan Matzke runs the ball while is pursuit of a West 
Franklin player at the Homecoming game. (Photo by Ethan 
Clark)

Students express thankfulness on page two

Eagle Eye develops new tool on page three



     With 2019 coming to an 
end,there is a rising sense of 
anticipation for the holidays in 
the last few months of the year. 
With October comes Halloween 
and a season to be spooked, 
then November with autumn 
leaves and a huge turkey at 
Thanksgiving, and lastly 
December with Christmas and 
falling snow and lights galore.
     But which holiday out of 
these three comes out on top?
Halloween was created about 
2,000 years ago, and is now a 
day where the average person 
gets to be something or some-
one different, and opportunity 
to express a different side of 
yourself or be something en-
tirely different for a day. While 
the premise of this seems invit-
ing this holiday brings out the 
worst in some people, giving 
some a chance to wreak havoc 
on unsuspecting others. 
     This night can also be 
extremely dangerous, in 1954 
an 8-year-old died eating candy 
that had been laced with cya-
nide. Once in 2013, a masked 
killer took this opportunity to 
shoot and kill trick-or-treaters. 
And in 1995, the seemingly 
harmless tradition of egging 
people during Halloween took 
a fatal turn when one teenager, 
when trying to escape, had a 
gun pulled on him and was 
shot. 
     Out of the three Halloween 
is by far the worst of them all. 
There isn’t a point to walk 

Thanksgiving Thankfulness

  The month of November is 
a time to reflect on the gifts of 
life and opportunities of the 
future. This month, the hall-
ways were lit up with chatter as 
the question of “What are you 
thankful for?” traveled through 
each room. 
     There seems to be an at-
titude of gratitude, or to be 
thankful, that flows into the 
hearts of many as Thanksgiving 
approaches.
     According to Positive Psy-
chology.com, research shows 
that being thankful or having 
gratitude has been shown to 
be able to predict a signifi-
cantly lower risk in a variety 
of diagnoses, such as major 
depression, anxiety, nicotine 
and alcohol and other drug 
dependence, as well as the risk 
of bulimia nervosa.
     This also helps with feeling 
a sense of overall well being, or 

giving the feeling of purpose.   
There is also a strong link 
between the feeling of gratitude 
and being able to live authenti-
cally. 
     A 2010 study shows that 
people who are grateful experi-
ence more positive emotions, 
are more happy with life, and 
experience less negative emo-
tions. 
     When asked the question 
“What are you thankful for?” 
was spread through the halls, 
many students couldn’t help 
but answer.
      Senior Anna Schuckman 
gave a heartwarming response. 
     “I try to be thankful for 
everything I have, but I am 
most thankful for my family,” 
she said. “I know it is sort of 
generic, but without my family 
I would really have nothing. 
My mom is someone I look up 
to more than anything, and my 
sister is my best friend. My dad 
and brothers always put a smile 
on my face.”
     Junior Kai Allen gave a 
similar, genuine response.
     “I am thankful for my 
family because without them I 
wouldn’t be given the oppor-
tunities I have and wouldn’t be 
the person I am today,” he said.
     In a world of entitlement, 
this time of month really has 
a way of reminding people of 

what to be thankful for. 
     Sophomore Jaiden Holmes’ 
response was very specific to 
herself.
     “I am thankful for my 
friends and family, without 
them I would be lost,” she said. 
“I would have nobody to overly 
annoy and be crazy stupid 
around.”
     There were also similarities 
throughout the responses.
     Sophomore Brooklyn Lang-
ley said, “I am thankful for 
the people in my life because 
they’ve made me who I am.”
     While Junior Trey Koelzer 
stated, “I am thankful for my 
friends and family because they 
taught me most of what I know 
about life and without them my 
life would be boring.”
     The month of November can 
give people the opportunity to 
see what is good around them, 
thus furthering a positive mind-
set and satisfaction in life. 
     Finally William Rooks, 
freshman, gave a short and 
simple response. 
    “Food, because it is good,” 
he said.
     The decade of 2019 is com-
ing to a fast approaching end 
but the memories will never be 
forgotten. 

around your neighborhood 
and ask strangers for candy, 
the ideal of Halloween. While 
interesting, and to degree some 
fun, when compared to the oth-
ers seems rather uninteresting. 
Plus, how can it be considered 
a holiday when students don’t 
even get to get out of school?
When I say holiday, what is the 
first thing that pops into your 
head? 
     In today’s day and age, one 
of the most popular responses is 
Christmas. Which seems pretty 
normal, but why? Who decided 
that one of the most univer-
sally loved holidays would be 
Christmas. Is it as joyous of an 
occasion as we like to believe?
     Seemingly, from the start to 
the end of each year, Christmas 
is all around us. The quiet yet 
lingering anticipation of the 
coming occasion. It could be 
the presents, or the food or 
family, no one really has the 
perfect answer. And yet there 
is a common theme amongst 
the large group of people who 
share this response. 
     Christmas isn’t, and cannot 
be simply described by the 
physical, but must be described 
by looking beyond what you 
can simply touch. The general 
public gets a sense of belong-
ing, a time of year to be joyous, 
where nothing seems more 
important than the love we get 
to share.
     This fact is the main reason 
people are willing to look be-
yond the fact that this holiday is 
so commercialized, the children 
of this world today have a nar-
row view of what Christmas is 
really about, with no fault of 
their own, but from birth they 
have seen the chaotic world 
and supposed wondrous aura of 
Christmas. 
     Thus, there is a weighted 
anticipation on this particular 
holiday, known by all and loved 
by many.
     A season that is surrounded 
by the aroma of chestnuts 

roasting by an open fire, and 
the cold feeling of Jack Frost 
nipping at your nose. A sense 
of unending mayhem, turmoil 
and lawlessness. Where moms 
are willing to do just about 
anything to get the perfect gift 
for their children. 
     But just like Saint Nick’s 
long list of children, the list of 
drama created form this singu-
lar day can go on and on. 
     From spending time with 
those crazy relatives that 
you are forced to see during 
this time of the year, to those 
ungrateful cousins or siblings 
that haven’t yet learned what 
Christmas is really about, and 
sometimes to the unlawful 
amount of traveling that some 
families suffer through.
     Some research suggests that 
61 percent of families antici-
pate arguing with immediate 
relatives, and another 34 per-
cent say that their family nor-
mally overstays their welcome.      
A poll across Europe indicates 
that only about 50 percent of 
families are actually looking 
forward to spending time with 
their relatives, usually under 
the pretense that family time 
especially surrounding the 
ideals of presents and money 
can be particularly stressful and 
uncomfortable. 
      This holiday, while one of 
the best times of the year, can 
also be one of the worst. The 
basis of which holiday is the 
best is entirely based on the 
experiences of each individual 
person, but for the most part the 
enjoyment received from this 
day usually outweighs the bad.
     Yet, before the days of the 

year dwindle down to Christ-
mas, October ends and the 
beginning of November comes 
fast approaching. With an 
opportunity to look back and 
reflect on the fast fading memo-
ries that were made and joyous 
occasions that will be forever 
rooted in the hearts of many. 
     The month of November 
symbolizes the steady calm of 
falling leaves, an aroma of cin-
namon and fresh baked pie, and 
seemingly the most important 
of all the day of Thanksgiving. 
A day that has evolved over 
the years to be a day of thanks, 
food and family. 
      As the holiday fast ap-
proaches, many look past this 
with clouded vision, only 
seeing the days slowly counting 
down to Christmas. Overlook-
ing the sincere family, friend 
or otherwise bond that can be 
made during Thanksgiving, 
this holiday being sometimes 
forgotten in the hectic mist.
     Some might ask the 
importance of Thanksgiving. 
Well, if you truly look at them 
comparatively, they are in 
most ways very similar: The 
food, having houses decorated, 
family gatherings, and school 
breaks.
     Thanksgiving is one of the 
most important holidays of the 
entire year, where in a normal, 
stressful time in people’s lives 
you can get together and simply 
enjoy the company of others. 
The main difference between 

the two is presents, which helps 
further the point. According to 
a poll taken by the American 
Psychological Association: 
70% of people are stressed by 
either having a lack of time 
or lack of money, with 50% 
stressed about the pressure to 
give and get gifts. 
      Instead, Thanksgiving gives 
the gift of a mainly low pres-
sure, low stress day filled with 
calming scents, mouth-watering 
food, and a day for families 
to bond without the anger of 
presents that were “simply not 
good enough”.

Students share what they are thankful for this year

By Reese Fergola
Staff Writer

By Reese Fergola
Staff Writer

Which Holiday Comes Out On Top?
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Religious students practice faith in FCA

Eagle Eye Photography develops new online resource
How to access the new 
shared drive:
1. Get to the school’s website at                     

silverlakeschools.org.

2. Go to the “Parents and Students” tab at 

the top of the website. Click “Eagle Eye 

Photography” from the drop-down 

menu.

3. On Eagle’s Eye page, you should find a 

link that will take you to the shared drive. 

Click that link.

4. Now, on the drive, each folder is                

labelled based on the event. You can click 

on the sport/organization/club/etc. and 

each folder has a sub-folder for varsity, 

JV, and C-team. In those folders, there 

will be more folders named after specific 

games and dates. Find the date you’re 

looking for.

5. In the dated folders, you’ll see photos. 

You can look through them, but you’ll 

need to order them through Eagle Eye to 

get the non-watermarked version.

6. To get them without the watermark, 

email Eagle Eye Photography at                          

eagleeyeonline@silverlakeschools.org and tell 

them the specific number of the picture you 

want. 

Eagle Eye Photography has 
cooked up another online tool 
for parents and students to use. 
They’ve developed a “Shared 
Drive.” It’s a drive that can be 
accessed by any Silver Lake 
student or parent full of photos 
taken by student journalists. So 
far this year, the folder contains 
pictures from football and 
volleyball games, cross country 
meets, and more.

Photo editor Kyla Hay shared 
what inspired her to start work 
on the online sharing system.

“I was inspired to create the 
drive because of a few custom-
ers that always request to order 
action shots of their athlete,” 
she said. “I wanted to make an 
easier way for them to access 
the photos without having to 
go through Taryn and I first. 
Thinking from the customers 
perspective, I enjoy seeing the 
action shots taken of me during 
sporting events, and thought 
that others would like to see 
themselves as well.”

Hay said the biggest obstacle 
they faced was deciding on 
whether or not to price the 
photos.

“Creating the drive went 
smoothly, besides when decid-
ing if we wanted to give the 
pictures away at a small cost 

or for free,” she said. “The 
biggest positive in selling them 
at minimal price was that we 
were making money for our 
time, but the con was us be-
ing concerned of not getting 
enough business.”

Taryn Burkhardt, Hay’s as-
sistant in setting up the drive, 
said that the hardest part was 
deciding which photos to put 
on the drive.

“One of our biggest ob-
stacles...would definitely be 
the struggle of going through 
every single action shot, and 
deciphering between good and 
bad pictures,” she said.

It’s Burkhardt’s job to sift 
through all the photos taken by 
the journalists at events. She 
picks the best pictures, places 
Eagle Eye’s watermark on 
them, and then drops them into 
the drive for people to view.

Allie Crome, the journalism 
advisor, agreed with Hay that 
the hardest part about setting 
up the system was the pricing.

“I think, as a whole, it wasn’t 
overly complicated,” she said. 
“I think the hardest part was  
figuring out how we wanted 
to handle payments, and what 
route we wanted to take with 
that. So, for that part of it, we 
had to get some help from 
the IT department. But, as a 
whole, Kyla and Taryn has a 
pretty good vision of what they 
wanted, so that helped.”

Hay gave a brief description 
about how the online sharing 
work.

“The way the shared drive 
works is that customers click 
on the link on the website, 
which takes them to a shared 
drive with all the watermarked 
photos,” she said. “If they see 

photos that they would like, 
they email the number and 
folder it is in to Taryn Bur-
khardt. She will then return 
the photos to the customer, by 
email, without the watermark. 
We do this so we can keep an 
inventory of where our photos 
go and who orders them.”

Senior Abeni Feuerbacher 
said this drive would eliminate 
some of the hassle previously 
associated with getting photos 
from the journalism depart-
ment.

“I think this new system 
will provide several benefits 
for those who access it. It will 
make images easier to post 
on social media, and it will 
make the journalism staff’s job 
easier,” she said.

Freshman Kaden Walker 
also said that this new system 
will be more efficient and make 
pictures quicker to look at and 
access.

Burkhardt said that she 
thought Eagle Eye overall 
would gain positive attention 
from this.

“I believe Eagle Eye will 
gain a great amount of atten-
tion from the drive because if 
they happen to request pictures 
of their athletes, they will be 
more prone to look into buying 
sports and school pictures,” 
she said.

Hay said she wanted more 
attention towards the student 
photographers out of this new 
system.

“Some of the positives that I 
hope comes out of this shared 
drive is that I see people from 
the community posting the 
pictures they received and that 
hopefully the photographers 
will receive more recognition 

for their work,” she said.
Crome described her long-

term and short-term goals for 
this shared drive.

“Probably the biggest 
short-term goal is just making 
more people aware of it,” she 
said. “And that it’s an option 
now that they can get pictures 
from. And then the long-term 
is to hopefully transition it so 
it works similar to the other 
Eagle Eye online where other 
people can submit a variety of 
orders and get a whole bunch 
of pictures rather than just us 
giving away the digital images 
for free. So just shifting the two 
to work more closely.”

Hay thought that parents and 
students had a lot to gain from 
this new drive. She said they 
would have access to well-
taken photos and decide if they 
want to keep them.

Burkhardt said she was 
excited for this new system.

“...the thing I am most look-
ing forward to is for students 
and parents to have access to 
all of the pictures our journal-
ists take, because before this, 
they were unable to view these 
pictures,” she said.

As an athlete, Burkhardt said 
she’d definitely use this new 
shared drive to post pictures to 
her personal social media and 
share them with family

Hay pitched why students 
and parents should take advan-
tage of this new drive.

“Students and athletes 
should take advantage of 
this new drive because often 
students post sports photos of 
themselves on social media, 
and this could give them op-
tions of pictures to post,” she 
said.

Clicking the link for the shared drive on the school website 
should take you to this page.

In the specific folder labeled after who Silver Lake played, 
you’ll find the watermarked images. Page _____3

Sophomore Carson Johnson studies the list of prayers 
handed out by sponsor Loren Ziegler at the beginning of the 
meeting. (Photo by Ethan Clark)

Sponsor Loren Ziegler leads one of their bimonthly mee-
tings. (Photo by Ethan Clark)

Junior Anna Ruby prays alongside her fellow FCA members 
during a reading of the prayer requests taken from the 
prayer locker. (Photo by Ethan Clark)

The Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, or FCA, at school is 
one of the few organizations 
available in the community for 
students to interact outside of 
the classroom with each other 
and share their faith. Silver 
Lake’s local chapter, known as 
a “huddle” in FCA, is spon-
sored by Loren Ziegler. Ziegler 
has been spearheading the 
program for two years.

Ziegler said that the main 
difference between FCA and 
other organizations around 
school is that the FCA isn’t 
school sanctioned. This means 
that FCA operates as its own 
establishment outside of school. 
As such, they meet outside of 
school hours.

The FCA website stated that 
their mission is to nurture the 
relationship between coaches, 
athletes, God, and the church. 
They described themselves on 
their website as “an interde-
nominational Christian sports 

ministry to see the world im-
pacted for Jesus Christ through 
the influence of coaches and 
athletes.” They’re currently 
based in Kansas City, Missouri, 
and have over 14,474 local 
chapters across 84 different 
countries.

Ziegler described what he 
enjoyed most about FCA.

“My favorite part is sharing 
Gary Larson’s weekly Monday 
morning thoughts with the 
students,” he said. “He is our 
Eastern Kansas Advisor for 
FCA. I also enjoy finding vid-
eos to help meet the needs of 
our students to help them group 
in their faith. It has impacted 
me because all of us, not just 
our student/athletes, need to 
grow in our faith and inspire 
others also.”

Fellow FCA sponsor Ginger 
Robert shared her favorite part 
about the organization.

“I enjoy being involved in 
FCA because it allows me 
to interact with the students 
outside of the classroom and 
playing field,” she said. “I 
also love that it gives them an 
opportunity to express their 
faith alongside their peers and 
teammates.”

Robert said she thought FCA 
had a positive influence over its 
student members.

“Students involved in FCA 
have a chance to get to know 
each other in a different way 
than during daily activities,” 

she said. “They see that they 
are not alone in their faith, 
and they have opportunities to 
be examples of teens living a 
Christian life. I think it gives 
them confidence to make good 
choices, but also the knowledge 
that there are shoulders to lean 
on when they don’t.”

Ziegler expressed his hopes 
for the impact of FCA.

“I believe our organiza-
tion should promote spiritual 
growth and make our student/
athletes be bold in showing 
their Christian faith,” he said.

Ziegler shared how he 
thought FCA has already im-
pacted students.

“I would hope it has changed 
by us trying to grow our atten-
dance at meetings and having 
the junior high students attend 
also,” he said. “I also hope we 
are helping students reinforce 
the importance of their faith 
commitment and their relation-
ship with Jesus.”

Ziegler also informed that 
the FCA is now sponsoring a 
new “prayer locker” to help 
students in need. He said 
students were allowed to write 
down any problems they may 
be facing on a notecard and 
insert it into locker number 55.  
FCA members will then pray 
for the student and their cause 
at their bimonthly meetings. 
The notecards will be collected 
every two weeks.

Junior Anna Ruby, who’s 
been a member of the FCA 

since she was in seventh grade, 
said she felt lifted up when she 
went to FCA meetings.

“My favorite part about be-
ing involved with FCA is the 
fellowship with other people. I 
love being encouraged when I 
go,” she said. “FCA helps me 
see that I’m not the only one 
in the school trying to live a 
Christian life. Having FCA 
more often helps me to be 
encouraged more often.”

Sophomore Carson Johnson 
also felt the fellowship in FCA. 

“I enjoy the feeling of know-
ing that I have people that will 
have my back no matter what,” 
he said. “Whether I am going 
through ups or downs I will 
always have this great group 
of people that will pray for me 
if I ever need it as well as any 
others who are in need.”

Johnson also said that FCA 
has changed him and his faith 
since joining.

“It has really helped my faith 
grow and developed my faith 
throughout the years that I’ve 
been a part of it,” he said. “I 

have learned a lot about what it 
means to be a strong Christian 
and put my faith completely in 
God.”

Johnson said FCA was 
different than other extracur-
riculars.

“FCA is different from other 
clubs and groups in the fact 
that you have an opportunity to 
discuss God’s word with fellow 
believers,” he said.

Ziegler described two chal-
lenges he faced as an FCA 
sponsor.

“Probably our biggest chal-
lenge is for students to find 
transportation to get to our 
7:20 a.m. meetings around 
their parents and their hectic 
schedules,” he said. “We try to 
help out with this by providing 
breakfast treats for those who 
attend. The challenge for me is 
to make sure I provide a setting 
that will encourage them to 
attend and make sure it is ben-
eficial for them to attend.”

Robert explained why she 
supported the FCA.

“I think it’s important to 
have organizations like FCA 
because coaches and athletes 
can use the platform of athlet-
ics to demonstrate their faith, 
sportsmanship, and quest for 
excellence,” she said.

Ruby said the most impor-
tant ideal for her in FCA is the 
dedicated practice of the faith.

“To me, the most important 
aspect of FCA is learning how 
we can put our faith and trust 
in God first before ourselves,” 
she said. “I love being able to 
be with other students my age 
to learn more about how to be 
better Christians and show oth-
ers how we live.”

Johnson said he recom-
mended people to come to FCA 
meetings.

“I would encourage people 
to just jump right in and start 
coming to meetings,” he said. 
“We have new people every 
week, and it’s always great 
to see more people coming 
to grow and strengthen their 
faith.”

“I believe our 

organization 

should promote 

spiritual growth...” 

- Sponsor Loren Ziegler



Homecoming

1. King Kyler Kaniper and Queen Taylor Burkhardt. (Photo by Ethan Clark)
2. Candidates Cody Hay, Anna Schuckman, Kaniper, Burkhardt, Gideon Remer, Lynd-
sey Vande Velde, Logan Matzke, and Daryn Lamprecht. (Photo by Ethan Clark)
3. Sophomore Triston Vande Velde. (Photo by Aubrey Bahner)
4. Juniors Taylin Hoover and Ellie Hogle, Sophomore Lexi Keen, Juniors Sidney Kuhn, 
Deacon Zordel, Max Strecker, and Senior Felicitas Bohl. (Photo by Aubrey Bahner)
5. Candidates Remer and Vande Velde. (Photo by Ethan Clark)
6. Senior Anna Schuckman. (Photo by Tony Davy)
7. Sophomore Cameron TenEyck and Senior Lexi Cobb. (Photo by Kaidon Kruger)
8. Sophomores Lauren Rollenhagen and Khaia Willmon. (Photo by Aubrey Bahner)
9. Senior Micki Moore and Junior Sailor McDonald. (Photo by Tony Davy)
10. Physical Education Teacher Hillary Lott. (Photo by Kaidon Kruger)
11. Candidates Burkhardt and Hay. (Photo by Ethan Clark)
12. Freshman Zander Seth, Sophomores Michael Blackwell and Austin Schulz. (Photo 
by Kaidon Kruger) 
13. The sixth grade football players. (Photo by Ethan Clark)
14. Candidates Lamprecht and Matzke. (Photo by Kaidon Kruger)

Girls Golf
Regional Champions

3rd Place at State
Boys and Girls Cross Country

League Champions
Regional Champions

State took place on Nov. 2 at Rim Rock Farms in Lawrence
Volleyball

League Champions
SubState Champions

State took place on Nov. 1 and 2 in Hutchinson
Football

League Champions
Playoffs began Oct. 31 at home against Jayhawk Linn
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