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Colleagues: 

We began this journey together in August of 2012. At our Back to School Welcome that year, I 
had the unfortunate duty to tell you that despite our country emerging from the Great 
Recession, we saw additional hard financial times ahead in Kansas. Governor Brownback had 
just led a primary election purge of moderates in the state legislature paving the way for their 
tax “experiment” which would eventually starve the state of revenue. I also shared with you 
that “efficiency” would be the euphemistic hammer they would use to slash and burn their way 
through state personnel, services and obligations. What followed was five more years of cuts, 
unconstitutionally low funding levels, missed KPERS payments, privatization of social services for 
children that led to dozens of children placed in the care of the state being lost, the pilfering of 
state highway funds which greatly reduced the quality of our roads and infrastructure, increased 
state debts, three credit downgrades for the state, a shifting of the tax burden to regressive 
sales taxes, suppression of school employee salary and benefits, lost positions and lost 
opportunities for students.  

Thanks to voters injecting some much needed common sense back into the legislature in the 
2016 elections and an independent judiciary, some sunshine did return to our state. With the 
Supreme Court’s ruling in the Gannon Case we finally received some relief this year in the form 
of additional funding, halting a decade long downward spiral which saw an entire generation of 
Kansas students go through unconstitutionally underfunded schools, not a very impressive way 
to mark our progress at the start of the 21st century. Our state has finally begun to take its first 
steps toward returning to fiscal sanity and health, the hallmark of quality government and 
stewardship our state has long been known for.  

What does this mean for Silver Lake? After nearly two decades of underfunding, our General 
Fund is now completely committed to employee costs. This critical fact means any future cuts 
will not be able to be absorbed somewhere else in the budget. With no margin for error, each 
reduction of state funding will inevitably result in fewer people, reduced services, less student 
support, fewer student opportunities and lower student achievement. Make no mistake, 
reassurances of ‘increasing the percentage of education dollars going to the classroom’ is a 
platitude as empty and meaningless as the ‘shot of adrenaline’ and ‘efficiency’ promises were 
six years ago.  

This election cycle is even more critical to our state’s future than the 2012 elections. After a lost 
decade due to the recession and drastic tax cuts we are finally on the road to recovery. Will we 
continue on the road to fiscal health, common sense policy and prosperity or will we return to 
the destructive policies and practices of the recent past? The answer will be decided by a razor 
thin margin Tuesday, November 6th by those who take the initiative to vote. This wonderful 
republic depends on our participation and when more of our fellow citizens vote the 
government we choose is a more accurate reflection of us and our values. So colleagues, 
exercise your right and duty as a citizen and vote. Vote like your students depend on it. . . . . 
Vote like your building, district and personal goals depend on it . . . . . Vote like your profession 
depends on it . . . . .  Vote like the investment public education represents in our future depends 
on it . . . . . Because they do.  
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