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'Perfect365' 

     If you’ve ever looked at a picture 
and wondered if it was edited by an 
app or just a good filter, “Perfect365” 
is your answer.
     “Perfect365” is an app you can 
use to enhance your facial features or 
completely get rid of them. 
     Sophomore Torey Burkhardt ex-
pressed her feelings toward the app.
     “I think it’s fun to play with, but 
bad because you should love the way 
you look,” she explained.
     Burkhardt said she enjoys using 
the app for the sole purpose of mak-
ing herself look funnier. You can ex-
periment with effects like slimming 
your face or enlarging your eyes to 
distort your facial features.
     Many people have manipulated 
their pictures or selfies with “Per-
fect365,” and Burkhardt said she 
believes that they can continue to use 

By Abby Brockmann and Sami Fischer
the app, but that they should use it to 
an acceptable extent.
     “If you are covered in freckles, 
don’t clear them up,” she suggested.
     Along with using the app to get a 
good laugh, “Perfect365” can also be 
used for a natural effect. Effects such 
as softening your skin, removing 
blemishes, and whitening your teeth 
are just some of the features that 
come with the app.
     Some other effects that the 
app includes are adding wigs and 
experimenting with the “Hot Styles” 
tool that allows you to see yourself 
in a variety of vibrant looks that you 
can’t accomplish with makeup.
     “Perfect365” is a way to test your 
editing skills and can give you a 
good laugh along the way.

(See more... page 2) 

Senior Zach Wilson Sophomore Abby Brockmann
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What are your thoughts on “Perfect365”?
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“I think it’s a fun app to play 
around with and make silly 

pictures. I worry that some girls 
use it because they don’t think 

they are pretty unless they make 
all those changes to their face. I 
hope they know they are perfect 

from the bottom to the top.”

“I don’t like the app 
‘Perfect365.’ I think it makes 

girls look fake.”

Syndia Guerrero
Spanish teacher

Cade McMillan
Sophomore
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Students compete in unique activities 

     Freshman Jade Mountain expands her interest 
in running outside of the school’s cross coun-
try and track teams. Mountain participates in 
triathlons across 
the country. 
She started 
participating in 
triathlons, which 
include biking, 
swimming, and 
running, when 
she was 8 years 
old. 
     She said 
she trains for 
swimming two 
times a week 
in Topeka and 
practices biking 
once a month at Topeka Lake Shawnee. She said 
that swimming is her hardest event because it is 
difficult, and she is better at running and biking.   
     Her first race was Hutchinson Salty Pop, and 
she said her mom competed in the same race as 
Mountain but in the older division. Mountain’s 
mother has continued to motivate her through the 
years.
     Mountain shared that her parents are her role 
models because they exhibit some of the same 
expectations in sports as her. 
     “They are very athletic and push themselves to 
be their best, just like me,” she said. 
     Mountain’s family loves the sport of racing 

Jade Mountain conquers triathlons

with Jade, age 14, Jordan, age 13, and Isaac, 
age 10, participating passionately together 
in triathlons and cross country.

     “My family is big 
into them because 
all three kids do 
triathlons. When 
we go to a race, 
we travel as a unit. 
Isaac, who was 
injured all season, 
had a great year 
with tough competi-
tion placing seventh 
at nationals. Jordan 
had the best year 
he’s ever had and 
placed 10th at Na-
tionals,” Mountain 

explained.
     Mountain has competed in over 35 dif-
ferent triathlons in various states over her 
running career, and this year she competed 
in six. 
     One of her biggest accomplishments 
this year was placing third in the 13-15 age 
division at her National Triathlon in Des 
Moines, Iowa. 
     “This season I competed in the National 
Hy-Vee Triathlon, and I placed third out of 
80 competitors total. I was very surprised 
when I found out I got third because I was 
not expecting to do that well,” Mountain 

stated. 
      In order to keep improving, Mountain must look to the 
future and set goals for herself. 
     She described what she expects of herself next year. 
     “I expect to improve my times from last year, and also to 
train hard all season long and place at nationals again next 
year. My future goal is to place top five in the Richmond, 
Virginia Draft Legal Cup Race in May of 2015 which will be 
my next race,” Mountain said. 
     In the meantime, Mountain is experiencing success on 
the school’s cross country circuit. She medaled ninth at 
Burlington, eighth at McClouth, and 10th at Council Grove, 
where she achieved her personal best time so far this year 
with 17:09.
     Not many high school students participate in triathlons 
and may not understand what it takes to be successful. 
     “Dedication is only one of the aspects that I myself have 
control over. When I step up to the starting line, what I can 
control is how much effort and heart I’m willing to leave on 
the race course, both mentally and physically. The overall 
hardest part of triathlons is the running at the end because 
you want to give up because you are so tired, “ Mountain 
described. 
     Not only have triathlons tested her physical strength, but 
they have also helped her in her everyday life.
     “Triathlons have taught me to never give up and just push 
yourself as hard as you can. This sport will push me in life 
further down the road,” she explained. 

Shelbie Epperson displays multiple skills

     Senior Shelbie Epperson has broadened her ho-
rizons to more than one outside school activity. She 
partakes in bowling and racing. Epperson started 
bowling when she was just 6 years old and started 
racing the day of her 8th birthday in Eddyville, 
Iowa. 
     Epperson explained why she decided to pursue 
bowling.
     “I started participating in this activity because 
that’s what my dad, sister, and grandpa did. I didn’t 
think I would like it, but it turned out that I loved 
it,” she said.
     Epperson’s dad is a common factor in the reasons 
she started both of these activities. 
     “My dad has motivated me. He was the main 
person who helped me and taught me how to do 
everything,” Epperson explained. 
     She practices bowling when she has free time 

and emphasizes proper technique. Her best bowling 
game was a 286, and she averages 193. Epperson 
does not get an opportunity to practice racing except 
for the time trials before the competition begins. 
     She devotes time to bowling every Saturday 
morning at West Ridge Lanes starting at 8:50 a.m. 
with three teenagers from Washburn Rural High 
School. Epperson mostly races at Heartland Park in 
Topeka while in her 2004 Mike Boss Jr. Dragster. 
     Epperson described who has encouraged her 
through her bowling experiences.
     “My whole family has supported me, especially 
my mom, dad, grandparents and uncle because they 
all have coached and bought me equipment that 
makes me a better bowler,” she commented.
     The furthest Epperson’s family has traveled for 
racing is Bristol, Tennessee. She shared what she 
enjoys most about racing.

     “I enjoy going to different race tracks, meeting new 
people, and competing against others,” she said. 
     The scariest part about racing, according to Ep-
person, is watching someone you know wreck or get-
ting into a wreck. Some of her achievements include 
winning a couple of championships, the National 
Shootout, and many bracket races. Her biggest accom-
plishment for bowling was qualifying in the top five in 
the nation.
     Epperson’s older sister, Shaley, received a bowling 
scholarship to Baker University. She said that she is 
trying to earn bowling scholarships.
     Epperson explained where she wants to take bowl-
ing and racing in her future.
     “I am wanting to pursue my bowling career with 
either Newman University or Baker University. I don’t 
plan on racing anymore, but I will go and support my 
dad,” Epperson expressed. 

Andrea Hoffen expresses her devotion to dance

     Freshman Andrea Hoffen not only dances on the Silver Lake Pom Squad, she also dances outside of school at 
Radiant Dance Studio. 
     Hoffen first started dancing at a very young age. 
     “I first started dancing in kindergarten because my mom thought I would like it, and I did,” she said. 
     Hoffen explained her favorite part about dance. 
     “My favorite part about dance is competing because you get to compete against other studios and get to watch 
more studios perform other than yours,” she shared.
     The many positives outweigh the negatives for Hoffen.
     “We compete about six times a year. I love to go up against other studios and beat them. One of the highlights 
of my season would have to be when we went to the live finals at a competition called Prime Time, and we won 
the biggest award of the competition,” Hoffen said.  
     Although she doesn’t plan to be a dance teacher, instructing does play an influential role in her dance career. 
     “My role model is Bree Stewert, my dance teacher. She is my role model because she is very inspiring and a 
great dancer,”  Hoffen expressed.
     Hoffen knows that there is always something to work on. She stated her area of improvement. 
     “My biggest weakness is my tilts and leg holds. I’m going to stretch every day and try to become more flexible. 
The more flexible you are, the higher scoring you’ll get on your dances,” Hoffen shared. 
     Hoffen explained that dance is a passion of hers and she doesn’t plan to quit any time soon.
     “I will continue to do dance until I am a senior, and I might be on a dance team for whatever college I attend,” 
Hoffen stated. 

By: Kelsey Priddy and Marissa Bates

By: Madison Wegner 

By: Kelsey Priddy and Jade Mountain

Photos provided by Jade Mountain

Photos provided by Shelbie Epperson 

Photo provided 
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Double trouble hits Silver Lake district
By Kelsey Johnson

 Christian and Tristen 
Stoner (Eighth-Graders)

Q: How often do you get mixed up?

C/T: “Every so often”

Q: Who mixes you up the most?

C/T: “The teachers and coaches”

Q: How do people tell you apart?

C: “I’m taller and better looking. 
Tristan’s voice is HIGH!!!”
T: “My brother’s taller and has more of a 
narrow face.”

Q: Tell us of any tricks you have 
played on people since you look so 
much alike.

C/T: “We switched classes in sixth-grade 
on April Fool’s Day.”

Q: Who is older and by how much?

C/T: “Christian is older by two minutes.”

Q: Do you have any other siblings? 
What are their names and ages?

C/T: “I have four other siblings. Cody 
is 18, Shy’ane is 15, Emily is 12, and 
Shawna is 8.”

Q: How is having a twin different than 
just having a sibling?

C: “You get more help on homework.”
T: “It’s different because you get mixed 
up a lot more and it’s twice the amount of 
stuff for our parents.”

Q: What are the advantages to having a 
twin and why?

C: “You can blame something on your 
twin and not get in trouble.”
T: “We can help each other with home-
work and we could team up in football.”

Q: What are the disadvantages to hav-
ing a twin and why?

C: “You get in trouble a lot and they al-
ways want help on homework.”
T: “There really isn’t any.”

Q: What is your twin’s guilty pleasure 
and how do you feel about that?

C: “His girlfriend because all he does is 
talk about her and how he misses her. I 
think it’s disgusting!”
T: “Always beating me up. Haha. LOL.”

Q: What is your guilty pleasure and 
why?

C: “Locos Tacos from Taco Bell because 
those are the best things in the world.”
T: “I don’t have any because I’m the good 
twin.”

Q: What is the best thing about having a 
twin and why?

C: “You get to have fun playing football, 
basketball, and games.”
T: “The best thing is always having them 
there so you won’t be bored and  can play 
games.”

Have you ever seen double? Well, Silver Lake Junior / Senior High 
School is certainly seeing plenty of doubles with five sets of twins in 
junior high and high school. The twin sets are: Christian and Tristen 
Stoner, Caleb and Kennedy Kats, Saige and Saylor Steele, Josey and 
Coltin Morgan, and Brock and Lauren Simone. Here’s a sneak peek 
at their outlooks on being a twin.

Q: Who is older and by how 
much?

C/K: “Caleb is older by two min-
utes.”

Q: How is having a twin different 
than just having a sibling?

C: “You’re in the same grade and 
might have some classes together.”
K: “It’s different because you have 
to do a lot of things together.”

Q: What are the advantages to 
having a twin and why?

C: “You get to do homework togeth-
er. If I don’t understand a problem, 
she can help me.”
K: “Help with homework and study-
ing because it helps with tests.”

Q: What are the disadvantages to 
having a twin and why?

C: “We argue at different things. We 
have to do a lot of stuff together and 
sometimes, I don’t want to be with 
her.”
K: “One disadvantage is that you 
have to do everything together 
because sometimes we want to be 
alone.”

Q: What is your twin’s guilty plea-
sure and how do you feel about 
that?

C: “Ice cream. I don’t notice her eat-
ing ice cream so I don’t care.”
K: “Doritos. I don’t know how I feel 
about it because I like Doritos, too!”

Q: What is the best thing about 
having a twin and why?

C: “She gets to help me with my  
homework if I don’t understand 
something.”
K: “Borrowing from them.” Saige and Saylor Steele 

(Eighth-Graders)

Q: Do you and your twin have any secret 
twin powers? If so, what twin power do 
you have?
C: “Our twin power is sneakiness. We can 
distract our parents to get food and our 
phones.”
T: “Yes, our twin power is super strength.”

Q: What is your twin’s worst habit and 
how do you feel about the habit?

C: “Singing in the shower because it’s an-
noying.”
T: “He always acts like he’s the best. It’s 
not horrible. My family just goes along 
with it to make him happy.”

Q: Do you and your twin have any secret 
twin powers? If so, what twin power do 
you have?

C/K: “No, we don’t have any twin powers.”

Q: What is your twin’s worst habit and 
how do you feel about that habit?

C: “Reading. I don’t like it because it seems 
like she does it 24/7.”
K: “His worst habit is being sarcastic and 
ignoring me. I think it’s annoying.”

Caleb and Kennedy Kats 
(Eighth-Graders) (See more... page 8)

Page 7
 Christian and Tristan
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Coltin and Josey Morgan 
(Seniors)

Q: What are the advantages to having a 
twin and why?

C: “You get to have someone by you grow-
ing up going through everything you are.”

Q: How often do you get mixed up?

Saige/Saylor: “All the time.”

Q: Who mixes you up the most?

Saige: “Schooler, Mr. and Mrs. Work-
man, and my grandma.”
Saylor: “Schooler and the boys in my 
grade mix us up the most.”

Q: How do people tell you apart?

Saige: “I have bigger eyes and I am 
taller and heavier than Saylor.”
Saylor: “I wear a headband a lot and 
my friends say we don’t look alike.”

Q: Tell us about any pranks or tricks 
you have played on people since you 
look so much alike.

Saige/Saylor: “We tried to switch 
classes one time in second-grade but 
the teacher caught us.”

Q: Who is older and by how much?

Saige/Saylor: “Saylor is older by four 
minutes.”

Q: How is having a twin different 
than just having a sibling?

Saige: “You experience things at 
mostly the same time.”
Saylor: “We are closer because we are 
in the same grade and do a lot of things 
together.”

Q: What are the disadvantages to 
having a twin and why?

Saige: “People can’t tell us apart. Ev-
eryone thinks we have to go together 
everywhere.”
Saylor: “I ALWAYS have to be with 
her because she is my twin.”

Q: What is your twin’s guilty pleasure 
and how do you feel about that?

Saige: “Phone, and it gets annoying at some 
point.”
Saylor: “Saige’s guilty pleasure is sports. 
It doesn’t bother me because I love sports, 
too.”

Q: What is the best thing about having a 
twin and why? 

Saige: “We get to do stuff together and I 
always have someone to talk to.”
Saylor: “The best thing about having a twin 
is twins are unique in their own ways and 
me and Saige being the same size so we can 
share clothes.”

Q: Do you argue with your twin often? If 
so, what about and why?

Saige: “Yes, we argue because we want to 
be wearing the same thing and just about 
anything else.”
Saylor: “Yes, we argue all the time about 
everything.”

Q: Do you and your twin have any secret 
twin powers? If so, what twin power do 
you have?

Saige: “None.”
Saylor: “Our superpower is doing the same 
thing and saying the same things.”

Q: What is your twin’s worst habit and 
how do you feel about that habit?

Saige: “Not finishing what she started and I 
hate that because I usually have to finish it.”
Saylor: “Saige’s bad habit is talking over 
me.”

J: “It is fun living and growing up with 
someone who is the same age as you. It’s 
like you always have a friend around.”

Q: What are the disadvantages to having 
a twin and why?

C: “You are expected to share everything.”
J: “There isn’t much of a disadvantage 
for us but our parents have to buy two of 
everything.”

Q: What is your twin’s guilty pleasure 
and how do you feel about that?

C: “I’m not sure what her guilty pleasure 
is.”
J: “His guilty pleasure is Jessica Johnson. I 
feel great about it.”

Brock and Lauren Simone 
(Seniors)

Q: What are the advantages to having a 
twin and why?
B: “I will never be an only child and always 
have someone there. My sister can help me 
with my homework since we both have the 
same classes.”
L: “The advantages to having a twin is that 
they are usually always there for you. If you 
have their back, they will have yours.”

Q: What are the disadvantages to hav-
ing a twin and why?

B: “One twin will always be favored 
more than the other.”
L: “Some disadvantages to having a twin 
is one is invited to do something and 
the other isn’t so there is jealousy. Also, 
having to share certain things because of 
money is a disadvantage.”

Q: What is your twin’s guilty pleasure 
and how do you feel about that?

B: “She gets whatever she wants and I 
hate that she gets whatever she wants.”
L: “My twin’s guilty pleasure is getting 
to stay out past curfew when I can’t. It 

Q: What is the best thing about having a 
twin and why?

C: “Growing up, you get to play with some-
one all the time.”
J: “The best thing is understanding each 
other.”

Q: Do you argue with your twin often? If 
so, what about and why?

C: “Nope.”
J: “Kind of, when he’s being dumb.”

Q: Do you and your twin have any secret 
twin powers? If so, what twin power do 
you have?

C/J: “Nope.”

Q: What is your twin’s worst habit and 
how do you feel about the habit?

C: “She likes to read which is weird.”
J: “Being dumb. It’s dumb.”

Q: Who is older and how much?

C/J: “Coltin is older by two minutes.”

Q: How is having a twin different from 
just having a sibling?

C: “There is always someone your age 
going through everything you’re going 
through.”
J: “We have a lot more in common and 
understand each other better.”

makes me mad.”

Q: What is the best thing about having 
a twin and why?

B: “I can always go to her for help on 
homework because we have the same 
classes.”
L: “The best thing about having a twin 
is you are usually never lonely. If your 
friends are busy, there is always your twin 
that you can hang out with.”

Q: Do you argue with your twin often? 
If so, what about and why?

B: “Yes we argue. We argue every day 
just about anything and everything. I don’t 
think there has been a thing we haven’t 
argued about.” 
L: “Even though my brother and I are 
somewhat close, we still argue a lot. Our 
arguments are usually about deciding on 
things. We never agree on the same thing.”

Q: Do you and your twin have any 
secret twin powers? If so, what twin 
power do you have?

B: “Yeah...we both can fly.”
L: “No, we don’t have any twin powers.”

Q: What is your twin’s worst habit and 
how do you feel about the habit?

B: “Her worst habit is how she acts around 
friends and other people from schools.”
L: “My twin’s worst habit is smacking his 
gum. It drives me crazy.”

Q: Who is older and by how much?

B/L: “Brock is older by two minutes.”

Q: How is having a twin different from 
just having a sibling?

B: “We can relate to things better since 
we are the same age and around the same 
stuff.”
L: “Having a twin, usually we are close to 
each other and are involved in similar ac-
tivities. If I just had a sibling, I don’t think 
I would be as close to them and probably 
wouldn’t hang out together as much.”

Page 9
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SL vs. Holton 18-7
SL vs. Perry 47-0
SL vs Riley County 42-7
SL vs. St Marys 40-0

Golf Stats
     Seniors Danielle Magee, Jamie 
Clark, and Rachel Holder are mak-
ing the final drive down the fairway 
this season. Holder explained her 
biggest improvement from freshman 
year. 
     “The biggest improvement I 
have made is mentally. You can get 
a seven on a par three on your first 
hole, and if you can’t get over it, 
then you have no chance of parring 
the next hole. I have learned to just 
worry about the next shot,” Holder 
explained.
     Clark shared her reason for trying 
out for golf her freshman year.
     “I went out for golf freshman 
year because I wanted to do a sport 

     

     This year’s football boys truly 
are a brotherhood with eight sets 
of brothers playing together. The 
brothers include Senior Zach 
Boyd and Freshman Josh Boyd; 
Senior Kyle Byers and Freshman 
Trent Byers; Senior Ryan Matzke 
and Junior Blake Matzke; Ju-
nior Cole Baird and Freshman 
Keenan Baird; Junior Hunter 
Howerton and Freshman Gable 
Howerton; Junior Devon Jones 
and Freshman Mason Jones; 
Junior DW Snook and Freshman 
Brady Snook; and Junior Hagen 

XC Stats SL vs Santa Fe Trail     
25-17
25-11
SL vs Oskaloosa
25-9
25-9
SL vs Jeff West
25-19
25-23
Sl vs Royal Valley
25-16
25-13
SL vs Valley Falls 
25-18
25-22
Sl vs Manhattan
19-25
13-25

SL vs Shawnee Heights
14-25
21-25
SL vs Seaman
11-25
22-25
SL vs Hayden
25-23
14-25
20-25
SL vs Wamego
25-20
25-19
SL vs Rossville
25-16
25-20
2nd match
25-11
25-22

Varsity Volleyball Scores

SL vs Holton 34-19
SL vs Perry 32-8
SL vs St Marys 46-6

Varsity Football Scores

JV Football Scores

Tourney    Team    Individual
  
 DeSoto                 7th

 Jeff West               2nd    Rachel Holder 4th          
      Jordan Sharpe 5th
      Jamie Clark  9th

Seaman                4th      Rachel Holder 3rd

Village Greens     4th      Rachel Holder 7th
                                        Jamie Clark 9th 

Hayden                 4th      Rachel Holder 10th

Osage City            6th      Kayla Lane 7th     

Tourney         Individual
Burlington         Jacob Gerber 3rd
                          Matt Wagner 9th
                          Kaitlyn Shoemaker 1st
                          Anastasia Graves 8th
                          Jade Mountain 9th

Wamego           Kaitlyn Shoemaker 9th
                         Jacob Gerber 11th

McClouth         Kaitlyn Shoemaker 3rd 
                        Jade Mountain 8th
                        Anastasia Graves 13th
                        Jacob Gerber 5th
                        Matt Wagner 18th
                        Brock Simone 27th
    

Photo Provided by Kathy Moore
(Photo by Abby Brockmann)

(Photo provided by Alan Cunningham)

(Photo by Dalton Byrne)
(Photo provided by Alan Cunningham)

(Photo by Dalton Byrne) (Photo provided by Darcy Graves)(Photo provided by Darcy Graves)

(Photo provided by Darcy Graves)

(Photo by Kennedy Hamilton)

(Photo by Kennedy Hamilton)
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Senior Danielle Magee

Seniors Cody Renfro 
and Ryan Matzke

Senior Rachel Holder

Senior Kyle Byers

Senior Jamie Clark

Freshman Marissa Bates

Junior Jacob Gerber

Sophomore Kayla Lane
Sophomore Alex Ferguson 

and also wanted to try something 
new. I have continued to golf because 
it is a lot of fun, it is a sport that I 
will be able to play for the rest of my 
life,” Clark shared.
     Magee has been on the golf team 
since her sophomore year and ex-
plained what her most embarrassing 
moment has been.
     “At my very first tournament, I 
was taking a practice swing and I 
almost hit the girl standing behind 
me,” Magee explained.
     Holder shared which course she 
likes to play the most.
     “My favorite course is Cypress 
Ridge in Topeka because that is 
where we practice the most and have 

the most tournaments. I know that 
course the best and even on bad 
days I can still play fairly well,” 
Holder shared.
     Alan Cunningham, girls’ golf 
coach, shared what his favorite part 
of coaching this group of seniors 
was and what he will miss the most 
about them.
     “Each one has a unique personal-
ity. The one thing common to all 
three of them is that they remain 
upbeat and happy even when their 
golf game isn’t going well at the 
moment.
     “I’ll miss their smiles and cheery 
dispositions most,” Cunningham 
shared.     

Honas and Sophomore Dean 
Honas.
     For H. Honas, this is his sec-
ond year playing football with his 
brother, and he shared his favor-
ite part about the experience.
     “The best part about playing 
football with Dean is watching 
him improve every week,” H. 
Honas shared.
     D. Honas explained what his 
favorite memory has been since 
he has started playing football 
with his brother.
     “My favorite memory is when 
he caught a huge touchdown pass 
in a freshman game last year,” D. 

Honas explained.
     D. Jones recalled the most em-
barassing memory he has of his 
brother during a football game.
     “When he was in third-grade 
he recovered a fumble and started 
to run the wrong way,” D. Jones 
said.
     M. Jones explained the worst 
part about playing with his 
brother.
     “The worst part of playing 
football with my brother is that 
he is better than me,” M. Jones 
explained.
     All the boys agreed on a 
mutual goal to go undefeated and 
win state as a family.

Layout and stories by Dalton Byrne

Senior golf girls sink final putts
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September: A Month in Review
By Zach Wilson

Topeka Police Officer Shooting Obama Threatens ISIS
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Corporal Jason E. Harwood, Topeka police officer, 
was killed in a fatal shooting earlier this month on 
Sept. 7. The incident started as a traffic stop in the 
3200 block of SE 6th Ave. around 4:45 pm. One of 
the car’s occupants opened fire on Harwood, caus-
ing him to be fatally wounded. He was rushed to 
Stormont-Vail Health where he soon passed away. 
The suspect, 30-year-old Ross Preston Lane, soon 
turned himself in to the authorities. Harwood 
had been with the Topeka police for 15 years. 

President Obama addressed the nation on Sept. 
10 with issues concerning ISIS, an Iraqi ter-
rorist group. Obama announced plans to ex-
pand air strikes against the terrorists in Iraq 
and along the Syrian border. He also stressed 
that no ground troops would be redeployed 
into the region. The group has continually 
threatened America. “If you threaten Ameri-
ca, you will find no safe haven,” Obama said. 

“The death of Officer Harwood 
was so tragic and senseless. It 
is absolutely heartbreaking to 
think of the family he left behind. 
His two young sons  will now 
grow up without their father. 
Now during the day in Topeka, 
I feel relatively safe, but once it 
gets dark I’d rather not spend 
a lot of time there. If people 
thought of others and weren’t 
selfish we wouldn’t have these 
problems.”

“I feel that Obama’s actions are 
appropriate for the situation. 
Although many people tend to 
blame the president for things, 
it isn’t neccessarily his fault. I 
think America should be getting 
involved because Americans 
have been affected by ISIS. 
American journalists have been  
beheaded by ISIS. They are a 
huge threat to the U.S. In mid-
September they were planning 
on bombing the subway system 
in New York City.”

Comment:
Comment:

Comment:As the Ebola virus has spread, the West 
African government of Sierra Leone has 
been trying to contain the epidemic by 
issuing massive quarantines. The quar-
antine lasted three days, from Sept. 19 
to Sept. 21. Many health officials worry 
about the effectiveness of the strict mea-
sures taking place. With the death toll 
in West Africa topping over 2,000, oth-
ers say that the quarantine is the safest 
way to contain the powerful virus. Sierra 
Leone has claimed 491 of those deaths. 

Ebola Quarantine in Sierra Leone

“I think the Ebola quarantine is 
good because it keeps the epidemic 
in a small space, but I also would 
not want to be contained for that 
long. I don’t think what’s being done 
is enough because on Sept. 31 the 
first case was found in America, 
so now it could spread through the 
nation. The virus should be more of 
a concern because it spreads easily 
and is a deadly virus.”


